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2 LIFE IS VICTOEIA. 

without going through the ordeal of bankruptcy, he retained 
onlj enough to secure steerage passages to Tictoria for him- 
self and wife, taking out, as a small venture, four hogsheads of 
Islay whisky, which he brought to market at a good time, and 
realised a sum sufficient to purchase a good horse and dray. 
He went to work at £b*st as a wharf drayman, as if it was 
an hereditary profession, elbowing, jostling, and gammoning 
with all the quickness and energy of an old hand, and as the 
remuneration at the time was very great, he soon saved 
enough to buy another horse and dray, and soon after a pair 
of lead horses, when he went into the country-carrying trade 
early in 1853, the freight to Bendigo fetching at the time 
as much as 120Z. per ton. 

I was delighted at the chance of travelling with an old- 
country companion, and exchanging experiences, even on the 
understanding that we were to camp out and sleep under the 
drays, for that style of life was not new to me, and at that sea- 
son of the year was far from disagreeable, as there were no mos- 
quitoes up country at the time, and the dews were scarcely 
perceptible. However, if we were free from these pests, there 
were others of a much more formidable character, for which 
the M^Ivor road was specially celebrated — ^viz. bushrangers 
and horse-stealers, whose murders and depredations helped to 
keep up the rates of carriage on the road, from the well- 
grounded apprehension which carriers entertained regarding 
their lives, their purses, and their horses. The trade, in 
consequence, was, to a great extent, left in the hands of chi- 
valrous teamsters, who dared the risk in consequence of the 
extra freight. 

It was only a few weeks before my journey that the gold 
escort company was waylaid and robbed on its way to Mel- 
bourne. The driver and two other men were shot at the first 
discharge from an ambuscade, and such a number of dis- 
charges followed, that the escort troop were scattered and 



put to flighty under tbe apprehension that the attacking party 
were rerj numerous. The treasure all fell into the posses* 
flion of the robbers, who got off scathless at the time with 
their booty, but three of the leaders were afterwards arrested 
and hanged, and a good portion of the gold recovered, while, 
better still, the three wounded men got well again. This oc- 
currence had the effect of breaking up the escort company, 
which was a private one, organised by some Melbourne 
capitalists ; and since then the transport of treasure to and 
from the diggings has remained solely in the hands of the 
Government, without ever having been subjected to molesta- 
tion. It may be readily imagined, when a regularly drilled 
and accoutred troop was attacked and discomfited, that bush- 
ranging had taken tolerably strong root in the district. Iso- 
lated carriers could make no pretence of resistance where a 
fiiUjr equipped band had been effectually routed ; but dray- 
men, for the most part encased in the protective armour of 
inanity, escaped from these cavaliers, who scorned hampering 
themselves with merchandise, except the freight comprised 
'* vieux cognac" or " scotch malt," when they occasionally 
carried off a skinful. Up-country storekeepers invariably 
remitted gold-dust by escort for their goods, and the carriers 
most generally took town orders in payment of carriage, for 
in those days, when the country was open and unfenced, 
they always camped out, carrying their tea, sugar, flour, and 
bacon with them. On occasions, however, as B — ^t — ^y told 
me, when a new rush was spoken of, and there was a danger 
or probability of a diggings storekeeper " pulling up stakes," 
and moving God knew where, he (B — ^t — ^y) took payment on 
delivery, and then it was his practice to plant* the money at 
night in the wheel track before or behind the wheel, where 
the stone is usually placed to keep it from moving. 

* Plant means to hide where the thing concealed la easily found. 

b2 



4 LIFE IS TTCTOEIA. 

B — ^t — ^7, if he worked hard, provided himself well, and I 
took care to slip ia betwixt the boxes some few creature com- 
forts calculated to beguile the tedium of the night. B— 't — j 
drove one team himself, and had a smart fellow in charge of 
the other. We were also accompanied by a most useful and 
intelligent companion in the shape of a Scotch terrier, who 
rode all day, but was awake and stirring all night. He had 
the credit of being 3 — ^t — ^y's guardian angel, for while others 
made up their account to lose at least one horse each trip, he 
never had one stolen from him ; no doubt, however, his other 
precautions also tended to increase his security. Although 
there were a pair of horses to each dray, the loads did not 
much exceed 18 cwt. in either dray ; but even with this load 
we found portions of the road impracticable without an addi- 
tional trace-horse, which was managed by halting one of the 
drays and detaching the leader ; but, in the winter season, 
the loads have frequently to be carried piecemeal over the 
difiScult patches. 

The country we passed through was beautifully diversified 
by plain and forest, by hill and dale, in places offering 
models for the artificial construction of domain parks, the 
only element wanting to complete the agreeable character of 
the scenery being water. We passed through Mr. M — 11 — ^n's 
station, on which there is some rare pasture-land, as well as 
great scopes of unctuous soil, almost pining for the plough. 
There were immense flocks of sheep browsing round the 
trunks of the primeval forest giants ; and though there was 
no mutton apparent to the eye, a stolid-looking shepherd 
gave us to understand, in a species of conversational cipher, 
that a quarter could be procured for a barter of tobacco or 
spirits. I believe this was one of the practices which helped 
to keep alive the squatter irritation against the diggers, 
and to it they added several others, on the principle of giving 
a " dog a bad name and hanging him," for every bush-fire 
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Bince the opening of the gold-fields was put down to digger 
account, his carelessness in lighting and leaving camp-fires in 
some cases, and his malicious intent in others, being the 
ready, and assignable cause for these calamities, which have 
evermore been visitations indigenous, if I may say so, to 
Australia, often and often arising from the innocent friction 
of dry boughs rubbing against each other during the paroxysm 
of a hot wind. 

The distance from Kilmore to M*Ivor is about thirty-five 
miles, and we calculated, when we pulled up for the evening, 
that we had accomplished about twenty-two miles. It was 
a pleasant, sloping hollow where we halted, with plenty of 
grass for the horses, which were given an ad libitum discre- 
tion before sun-down, the older one only having a bell at- 
tached to prevent their roaming beyond ear-shot. The helper 
kindled a fire, while B — t — y and I arranged a shed, by 
spreading a tarpaulin between the drays, which were drawn 
up closely and parallel with each other. "We brought beef 
end bread from Kilmore, and, never much of an evening tea 
man, I managed to have grog substituted for that beverage 
on the evening in question, so that the pnly cooking to be 
done was the steak, which B — ^t — ^y undertook, while the man 
drove in the horses, and I endeavoured to drive off the fiies, 
which came in clouds as the savoury vapours of the pan 
penneated through the Bush. When the horses came in 
they were regaled with a little com thrown into a canvas 
sheet slightly strained across the shafts of one of the drays, 
which were balanced on their prop-sticks, and as the horses 
eat their evening meal vis-a-vis, they quietly submitted to 
the operation of hobbling, to prevent their rambling to any 
distance during the night. 

We cut our steak on the pan, using wooden skewers for 
forks, and if consumption be an evidence of enjoyment, we 
relished our evening's repast to the fullest extent. There 
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was not enough left to bait a mousetrap, and although when 
slicing down the meat I inveighed against the quantity as 
ridiculous, I believe I contributed more lustily than any of 
the three in proving the fallacy of my own calculations. The 
grog was positive nectar, for the water came from a cool hole^ 
thoroughly shaded from the sun's rays, and as the flies dis- 
appeared with the dusk, we quaffed it with a degree of 
infinite zest, lolling on the unbroken carpet of nature be- 
neath the starlit chandelier of the Southern Cross, which 
affords a rarified and transparent medium of discernment not 
easily understood by children of the mist. The helper went 
out to hunt opossums, and after looking up our revolvers, 
we had a chat de multis rebus et quihusdam aliU, B — ^t — ^y 
told me a good story concerning a pair of barristers who 
arrived in the colony precisely at the outbreak of the M'lvor 
diggings, which, like every later discovery, were said to out- 
strip all the previously discovered gold-fields in richness, and 
such was the effect the report produced on the gentlemen of 
the long robe, they stored their wigs and gowns, and esta-> 
blishing themselves in water-tights and jumpers, they betook 
themselves to the scene of fortune. Disdaining, with true 
professional exclusiveness, to commingle with the common 
herd of fortune-hunters, they travelled by themselves, and 
camping one night on the outskirts of Mr. M — 11 — ^n's 
station, they were suddenly visited by two mounted cava- 
liers, who politely inquired " how far off might be the home- 
stead P" but the acute barristers — ^too acute to be caught 
with chaff — determined to put an end to the reconnoitring 
by unceremoniously presenting revolvers, and desiring their 
visitors to be off — ^advice which they followed after a deli- 
berate fashion, and with a great degree of apparent enjoy- 
ment. The brothers Doe and Eoe piqued themselves upon 
their achievement, and in default of gold-dust they plumed 
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themselTes on their gallantry Trben tliey came back to Chan- 
cery-lane j but, in attending a leree soon after their re- 
turn, their glory was transmuted to ridicule on discover- 
ing that Mr. Latrobe and one of his aides-de-camp were 
the suspected bushrangers. The recognition was mutual, 
and his Excellency enjoyed the misapprehension beyond 
measure. The governor was in the habit of taking these 
unostentatious up-country rides, and on the evening in 
question was on his way to spend the nigbt with Mr. 
M— U— n. 

Thehelper came back with three opossums, which are said 
to be palatable eating, but we declined the experiment in 
favour of a nightcap, and after making " Pickles" (the 
terrier) conch on the top of one of the loads to give him a 
good opportunity of look-out, we settled ourselves for re- 
pose ; and a re&eshing, unbroken night's rest we had, too, 
notwithstanding the strange noises of the wild-cat and opos- 
sum, and the sharp bark of the dingo, all of which, in our 
unconsciousness, seemed to be the mere accessories of our 
dreams. As daylight dawned, however, the fiiU, melodious 
notes of the magpie summoned us to the inevitable duties of 
the day. 

The roads were somewhat better the second day, and we 
reached the Pick and Shovel pnblic-house in time for an 
early tea, for being desirous of seeing as much of Victoria 
life as possible, I prevailed on B — t — y and his man to take 
that meal with me at a house of entertainment. I was dis- 
appointed as to any adventure, or even in picking up any- 
thing worthy of record, if I except the fact that there 
was a great crowd, and that the meal was served without 
cups or saucers, knives or forks, the only implements sup- 
plied being those used by the host and his assistants in 
dispensing the food, as each customer was supposed to cany 
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his own clasp-knife and pannikin. The usual '' shouting" 
scenes commenced as we moved off, reaching our destination 
all right, but somewhat later than we anticipated. 

The M'lvor gold-field was one of the later discoveries, 
being subsequent to Ballarat, Porest Creek, Bendigo, or the 
Ovens. It was rushed by a prodigious concourse of people, 
because it was much more easily reached than any of the 
others, and the sinking was neither deep nor difficult. At 
one period it was supposed to contain a greater population 
than any other of the gold-fields, andjat the time of my visit 
it presented a most crowded and busy appearance. As there 
was no hotel, I was obliged to take up my quarters in a large 
refreshment tent, sleeping in my clothes on a pair of boxes, 
as well as their roping and the nightly revelries would 
permit me. Through B — t — ^y I made some digging ac- 
quaintances, who kindly gave me any information I re- 
quired. 

One of my first objects was to inspect the site of the 
intended township, so, taking my lithographic sketch with 
me, I strolled to the locality, where I found a few others 
comparing their maps with the lines on the surface, and de- 
bating about the eligibility of different allotments. As a 
matter of course, comer allotments commanded a decided 
preference, and on the day of sale some of the more pro- 
minent ones, intended for public-houses, realised most absurd 
prices — ^fuU fifty per cent, more than the best positions in the 
most flourishing provincial towns in Great Britain. I sat on 
a log to take a deliberate survey of the locality, and com- 
menced making some marginal notes, with my lithograph 
plan spread out on my knees, when I was noiselessly joined 
in my meditations by a tall, gaunt man with a peaked beard, 
who bent poring over the sketch, chewing his cud all the 
time a if he was not aware of my presence. At length, 
giving a few vigorous chaws, and sending a jet of tobacco- 
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juice across a neighbouring right-of-way, he said, " Well, 
stranger, I guess you air a gwine to locate somewhere here- 
about." "Not exactly," I repUed. "Specklate, thin." 
"More like it," said I. " No bad idee neither, I sware," he 
remarked,* biting a good mouth-mark out of a cake of Caven- 
dish, " It*s a pretty tidy place, by gums !" he continued, 
" an' if the gold don't give out, will raylise hansum ; but if 
I fixed on snappin' up a location in a new township, I would 
keep my eyes skinned for the plantin' of the post-office, an* 
open a public right off ^ex' door. Every coon comes to the 
post to send or git, and I'll be dogged but good news de- 
sarves a drain, an' bad news requires it, so it pays at both 
inds like." After which speech, or rather soliloquy, " he made 
track," departing as he came, without any remark. After he 
left, I satisfied myself modestly in the way of selection, 
leaving the corner plots to the leviathan speculators ; but I 
may as well take this opportunity of remarking, that my 
trouble came to nothing, for the competition at sale was far 
beyond all reasonable limits — so like the strife of a parcel of 
enfranchised Bedlamites, that I kept my bids in my bosom. 
Very fortunately, too, for the yield of gold soon began to 
decline, and the settling enterprise as quickly subsided. 
Nor did ever Heathcote hold its head so high as on the day 
of its christening, when it was presented to an admiring 
public. 

It is a pity that such should have been the case, for it 
transcended all the other fields in the extreme beauty as well 
as in conveniences of its position. The country surrounding 
M*Ivor is not to be excelled by any other in Victoria in 
features of. natural loveliness, nor in the capabilities of its 
soil either for grass or tillage. The timber, in places, is 
really grand — a tribute which must be very partially paid to 
the trees of the colony ; and there are very few districts so 
well supplied with water — ^an element alike indispensable to 
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settlement as well as gold-digging. If Loudon and Sir 
Joseph Faxton put their heads together with the yiew of 
producing the most charming effects of park sceneij or 
landscape gardening, getting the most favourable shire in 
England to experiment on, and the longest purse to defray 
the expenditure, they would fail in equalling the transcendent 
charms, the primitive, untrained graces of woodland beauty 
which meet you at every turn in traversing the station 
of J — ^n H — ^t — ^r P — ^tt— n on "Wild-Duck Creek, in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the gold-field. The smooth, 
velvety slopes of emerald green which form the banks of 
this lovely stream, are not to be equalled by the prim, dose- 
shaven lawns of human handicraft, which always savour of 
the hoe and the scythe, as boarding-school misses ''do of 
bread-and-butter;" and the aspect of savage grandeur and 
sylvan elegance presented by the great gnarled gum-trees 
and the flowery wattle that overshadow its course, fascinate 
the gaze to an extent beyond all the resources of human 
artifice. It is only cockneys that give way to the applaud- 
ing "Did you ever?" in botanical gardens. The genuine 
enthusiast reseires his raptures for Kature in her primeval 
garniture, for, like woman, " when unadorned she is adorned 
the most ;" and I suppose I must plead guilty to the impu- 
tation of egotism in laying claim to some lingering sparks of 
enthusiasm while contemplating a fine natural scene, or a 
lovely girl of the Diana Vernon school. 

After gloating over the station of Wild-Duck Creek, I 
conunenced my investigation of the digging proceedings. 
The diggings, as I remarked before, were not deep or diffi- 
cult, and though no party made admissions of great gains, I 
imagined that the aspect of contentment pervaded the people 
to a greater extent there than at Ballarat or Creswick Creek ; 
probably because the work was lighter, and the effects of 
disappointment proportionately trivial. There had been no 
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great leads or gutters discovered, the deposits being more 
of a patchy character, not so capriciouslj scattered, either, 
as to beget discontent, for few claims, if any, that I heard 
of, turned out complete shicers ; there was always some little 
pocket discovered which proved suflGlcient to keep the wolf 
from the door until another claim could be bottomed. There 
was, I remarked, a good sprinkling of Americans about, a 
relative proportion of fossickers, and one group of Chinese, 
who kept aloof on the outskirts, as if feeling their way. As 
usual, I tried the tailings, and found them impregnated with 
fine gold fully to the extent of my previous experience. I 
also made a successful trial on some surface stuff, taking 
15 dwts. as the result of a few hours' work. It was from 
the side of a hill which was powdered or peppered over with 
a debris of fine quartz gravel. I first carried down a ker- 
chief full of soil to the creek, and washed it out in a pan, 
when, finding several specks of gold, I borrowed a cradle, and 
set regularly to work for the remainder of the evening, 
earning somewhere about 21, 16s. I was all alone for some 
time, but being remarked working away diligently by myself, 
a few of the more inquiring diggers came over to see me 
finish the last cradle-washing, and as I neither cared to 
conceal the real state of the case, nor could well doak it if 
inclined, my visitors became aware of my discovery ; in con- 
sequence of which the hill was thickly peopled on the follow- 
ing morning. 

I also made a prospecting ramble amongst the quartz 
reefs, which are tolerably numerous in that neighbourhood, 
and cracking some stones with a hammer where I found 
them cropping out from the surface, I gathered a good lot of 
nice specimens; but as there was not anything doing in 
quartz upon any of the gold-fields, the discovery that the 
reefs there were auriferous did not excite any feeling of 
curiosity or enterprise. It however caused me to ponder 
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deeply on the subject, and was, in fact, tbe germ of my 
future embarkation in the business of quartz crushing. 

Eobberies were of nightly occurrence at M*Ivor, and 
always with extreme violence, or even murder, where resist- 
ance was offered. There was a strong police force at the 
camp, which enjoyed a reputation for efficiency, yet within a 
stone's throw of their quarters there were most daring rob- 
beries perpetrated during the few days of my sojourn. The 
organisation of these scoundrels must have been very com- 
plete, for they had access to the best information. They 
knew to a nicety, in nineteen cases out of twenty, where the 
cash-box was hidden in any store they cut into, or in what 
part of the tent the digger planted his gold-dust. They knew 
exactly when the storekeeper had the largest balance of 
ready money on the premises, or the digger the largest quan- 
tity of unsold gold-dust in his tent ; and they furthermore 
were aware of the most favourable time for making their 
attacks, either from the temporary absence of the trader, or 
the drunken spree of one or more of the digger's mates. I 
visited two young fellows who were stuck up on the second 
night of my stay, and, curious enough, their tent was adjoin- 
ing the camp fence — actually within hail of the barrack. Their 
robbery afforded me another case in point as to the extent 
and accuracy of the information possessed by these scoundrels, 
for the lads who were robbed had scarcely earned more 
than covered their outgoings imtil the very day previous, 
when they bottomed upon a nice patch, which yielded them 
eighty-seven ounces ; but as one of them was coming up with 
the last scrapings of the hole the rope broke, and his shoulder 
was dislocated — ^a conjunction of circumstances which found 
its way directly to the thieves' den, for they lost no time in 
availing themselves of the information. It was tolerably 
early in the evening when a brace of robbers walked into 
their tent, and, without using either threats or violence, they 
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demanded the treasure, naming the exact amount. The poor 
disabled fellow, who was stretched on a pallet, reached back 
his sound arm for a pistol, but was discovered in the act by 
one of the robbers, who drew out a revolver, swearing death 
to either of them who moved or gave the alarm, for there 
were tents within twenty yards of theirs. The young diggers 
then declared that the whole of the gold-dust was lodged in 
the camp treasury the evening it was washed out, to which 
allegation one of the visitors replied, " Where did you get 
the two ounces from that fee'd the surgeon, and the re* 
mainder that paid for the wine and brandy at the Kangaroo 
store ?" The lads endeavoured to account for these amounts, 
but they were so staggered by the correct knowledge of the 
other party that their statements did not cohere, and their 
inquisitors being fellows not easily blinked by halting strata- 
gems, their fate was sealed. As a last resource, they declined 
revealing the place of concealment ; but this was soon elicited 
by means of a heated frying-pan, on which the uninjured lad 
was forced down in a sitting posture, with a pistol to his 
head. He held out gallantly for some moments, but his 
maimed mate observing the agonies he underwent by the 
contortions of his features, and absolutely smelling the odour 
which came from his broiling flesh, pointed to the spot where 
the little treasure was buried. This attack produced a great 
sensation, for the boys happened to be very generally 
respected, and a public meeting on a small scale was the 
consequence, at which a most liberal subscription was entered 
into. A portion was given to the young lads by way of 
reimbursement, and the remainder offered as a reward for 
the detection of the robbers. There were several most sus- 
picious characters, well known to the public as idlers, who 
spent money freely, without ever being known to earn a 
shilling. These men were denounced, many of them by 
name, by some of the indignant speakers ; and so strong and 



14 LIFE TN TIOTOBIA. 

determined a feeling was evoked on the occasion, it was felt 
from that time forward that the gang was broken tip and 
dispersed. 

There was a bitter feeling and a violent agitation raging 
in M'lvor about the license-tax, which was kept in a con- 
stant flame by the frequency of the digger-hunting, and the 
cruel treatment of those men who were arrested in default of 
payment. There was no regular lock-up there at the time, 
and confinement was carried into effect by chaining the 
prisoners to large logs, and in this brutal fashion they were 
exposed to the elements night and day. I was not unfortunate 
enough to witness an exhibition of this description, as there 
had not been a digger-hunt for a few days, but I am com- 
pelled to assert, on indisputable authority, that such was the 
practice, and that in some cases where prisoners betrayed 
symptoms of impatience at being treated like so many 
dogs, they were subjected to a course of ratan treatment to 
reduce them to silence. There was the usual vehement 
assertions of official corruption in regard to enforced licenses, 
magisterial fines, and commissariat practices ; and from the 
open way in which names were used and instances quoted, I 
concluded that ^' where there was so much smoke there must 
have been some latent embers;" and such proved to be the 
case, for investigations followed which led to a series of 
suspensions and dismissals, as well as threatened prosecu- 
tions. It undoubtedly was a grave fault in G-ovemor La- 
trobe — ^a man himself of the most unblemished purity of 
reputation, both public and private — ^that he was so slow in 
taking cognisance of complaints, even when preferred under 
a weight of circumstantial corroborations. In fact, he was 
too charitable to believe derogatory accusations, and lacked 
that vigilant, energetic stenmess of character which detects 
dereliction in the bud, and punishes it condignly on the first 
commission of crime* He, as lawyers say, had '^no eyes to 
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see" any offence directly, no ears to receive undiluted in* 
formation. He was only moved to action by the reports 
that emanated from the ^^ heads of departments," and those 
heads, unezempted from the weaknesses and infirmities of 
human nature, were, for the most part, incapable of de- 
nouncing subordinates with whom they lived and associated 
on terms of hail-fellowship familiarity, wholly incompatible 
with the assertion of discipline in any relation of life. This 
system, like jealousy, "made the food it fed on," and grew 
into such giant dimensions that it terrorised its victims, and 
paralysed those who called it* into existence. It frightened 
Mr. Latrobe from his propriety and his governorship, and 
laid his successor in the grave with the dying whisk of 
its tail. 

I had anything but an agreeable time of it in my board- 
ing house. The meals were well enough in their rough- 
and-ready way, for the boarders, who paid liberally, would 
not tolerate any palpable inferiority of fare. They enter- 
tained, in their own phraseology, " a dead down" on all made 
dishes of the hash, haricot, or Irish-stew school. The re- 
finements of the French cuisine had not as yet penetrated 
into the Bush, and therefore all disguises were forbidden. 
Whole quarters of mutton and sirloins of beef, with entries 
of steaks and chops, were the prevailing regimen, but food in 
any unrecognisable shape was treated by a process of sum- 
mary ejection. Hot mutton-pies were an innovation which 
progressed by slow degrees, and sausages for a long time 
were regarded as an abomination too strong for civilised 
stomachs. And this suspicious fastidiousness was aU the 
more strange from the cheapness of meat, and the dif&culty 
of finding a substitute ; for dogs were too highly prized to be 
used indiscriminately, and the " feline seasoners" were then 
unknown in Victoria, cats being positive curiosities. I 
believe myself that the explanation was to be found in the 
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fact that nine-tentka of the people who sat down to meat 
meals three times a day in the colony, used it so unfrequently 
in their early days, they had the same fears of being imposed 
on that a rural swell entertains lest gooseberry should be 
imposed on him for champagne by London landlords. As I 
said before, the food was well enough, and I could even 
wink at the greasy enamel of the wiped tin plates, or the 
deltas of unctuous deposit which settled between the prongs 
of the fork or round the hafts of the knives, if I were allowed 
any moderate period for undisturbed repose on my corded 
boxes ; but rest in the refreshment tent was even more im- 
possible than on the boiler of a steam-engine with the rivet- 
ters at work. The senses, after a lapse, may become recon- 
ciled to a repetition of torturing sounds, provided they all 
come of the same family, but where they are capriciously 
afflicted with an infernal medley of oaths, thumps, screams^ 
drunken songs, and a delirium tremens of bottles and glasses, 
nothing short of death, or at least that partial phase of it 
which follows an excess of whisky, could even feign com- 
posure. 

The refreshment tent, as a matter of course, was so far a 
sly grog shop that the boarders could get a bad likeness of 
any drink they called for, and, once night set in, cards were 
introduced, and played as long as hearts could be distin- 
guished from clubs, the stake in every instance being for 
spirits. The game in vogue " at our house" was an Ameri- 
can one, of the round species called "rounce," which is loo 
all over, only played with five cards, and, instead of a pool, 
is conducted as follows : the initials of all the players are 
placed in a line at the head of a sheet of paper, and under- 
neath each is the amount " 21 ;" as each plays and wins a 
number of tricks, they are subtracted ; but if any one plays 
and fails getting a trick, five is added to his number, what- 
ever it may be at the time. As soon as a player succeeds 
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in wiping away all his score, he " is out" of the scrape, and 
the one last in pays the penalty — ^a " shout round," or a 
gallon of whisky, as the case may be. As the numbers 
diminish the interest increases, and when a player gets 
" rounced" (synonymous to loo'd) towards the close of the 
game, it is a signal for boisterous merriment ; at least, so it 
was in our tent, for roar followed exclamation, and the 
glasses bounced into active collision as the table sprang 
under the thumps. Knowing that remonstrance from me 
would not be of any avail, I endeavoured to enlist the inter- 
ference of the doctor, who was established in a comer, six feet 
by three, canvased off immediately inside the doorway, that 
space suflBlcient for dormitory, laboratory, and surgery, his 
bed being on a central shelf, the imponderous drugs occupying 
a narrow ledge above, while Glauber salts, the unessential 
oils, and other fluids, were crowded promiscuously beneath. 
The worthy man listened to me with all the sympathy of a 
father confessor, promising to use his influence in mode- 
rating the nightly tumult, and, in gratitude for his acqui- 
escence, I carried a prescription of brandy into the surgery 
after supper, joining my patient in disposing of the dose, 
and suggesting several remonstrances for him to use with 
the malcontents. He fully entered into the spirit of the 
affair, and rehearsed in an effective way his opening speech, 
after which 1 left him stealthily, and arranged myself on 
the boxes in a manner least antagonistic to their cording 
and my hip-joints. I waited anxiously for some time, com- 
mending internally the forbearance of the doctor, who did 
not appear upon the scene until '* the mirth grew fast and 

furious," when, after a burst of "»Eounced, by !" 

"Well done, Joe!" " Eounced, Fm !" a sudden 

pause succeeded, broken by the doctor, after the manner of 
Mark Antony, but Mark Antony in his cups, for if he had 
not procured an additional supply of brandy from the land- 
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lady, he must have swallowed his entite pbial of spirits of 
wine, so completely was he inebriated. Having broken 
down in " Pellow-countrymen and brothers !" or something 
to that effect, he next essayed five several attempts at the 
pronunciation of gentlemen — " G^mmen — ^gen-men — ge-men- 
tlemen !" ending, I believe, in '' Gammon !" and a hiccapy 
laugh, in which the card-players most heartily joined, the 
next scene in the drama being the ascent of the doctor on 
the table to recite the lines beginning, 

Who steals my purse steals trash, 

which — ^though I believe wholly unintentional — ^in its appli- 
cation seemed to fit one of the party, who threw a glass of 
raw spirits in his £Ekce, upsetting the elocutionist, overturn- 
ing the table, extinguishing the lights, and altogether be- 
getting a scene of uproar and confusion which made our 
circle the centre of several hundred curious and excited 
people. 

It was well advanced in the night when the occurrence 
took place, so I managed, one way or another, after the dis- 
persion of the crowd, to beguile the few hours till daylight 
without trying my couch again, and at breakfast I concluded 
a bargain for a colt^ saddle and bridle, with a digger off the 
spree, who had returned from Melbourne the previous even- 
ing, and lacked capital to resume his operations. The animal, 
if in condition, would have been tolerably presentable, but 
he was a picture of gauntness, his ewe-neck garnished with 
a great deep scar, and his hip-bones high enough to hang 
jnj hat on ; but, with all his wretched exterior, I found he 
possessed good natural mettle, sufficient to cany me to Mel- 
bourne by two easy stages ; nor had I any misgivings about 
his price (221. 10s.), which I made sure of doubling by a 
little rest and care. Never having been shod, his hoofs were 
so overgrown and cocked up at the toes, he moved awkwardly, 
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but I made such an alteration in his movements by simply 
paring them down to proper trayelliag level, I could have 
realised 101. profit on the spot. I also made considerable 
improTemeut in the saddle by rummaging the stuffing with a 
bradawl, and stitching on a few pads of old blanket to prevent 
its coming in contact with his back, and after indulging in 
some fanciful combing and pulling of his mane and tail, I 
looked upon my bargain with a great degree of satisfaction, 
and made all my arrangements for a daylight start in the 
morning, under pretext of which I spent my last night at 
M'lvor in a back shed alongside my Eosinante, with one of 
his forelegs hobbled to my arm, for otherwise the odds 
would have been that he and I would have been travelling 
different roads on the morrow. 

At the earliest dawn I was moving, and led my new pur- 
chase to the creek, where I allowed him to slake his thirst 
before girthing him, and afterwards led him better than a 
mile before I took up a few holes more. I was perfectly de- 
lighted at his action, which was light and safe, and in his 
long, low, easy canter. I scarcely imagined I had traversed 
more than five miles, when " the smoke that so gracefully 
curled" from the chimney of the Pick and Shovel appeared 
in view. Before my arrival, I intended breakfasting as well 
as baiting my horse there, but from the openness of the 
stables and the enclosure in which they stood, and the 
sinister aspect of a group loungiag in the bar, I resolved on 
compounding for the meal by a nobbier, and standing by while 
my nag regaled himself on a miserable modicum of oaten 
hay, for which I was charged ten shillings, and abusively 
scoffed at for commenting on the imposition. 

I got along thence gaily, walking slowly over the broken, 
and cantering briskly across the level patches, but in one of 
my slower movements, while musing over the things which 
came under my observation at M'lvor, I was unexpectedly 

o2 
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joined bj three horsemen, without getting the slightest indi<* 
cation of their approach, although, from the sharp way in 
which they reined in, they must hare come up on the loup. 
I was in no way alarmed, but I could not well disguise my 
astonishment, for three cats in gutta percha pumps could not 
have come alongside me with more silent suddenness. They 
were all well mounted, dressed somewhat uniformly in wide- 
awakes, dark jumpers, breeches, and Napoleons ; two of them 
had holsters, and the third a revolver thrust into the breast 
of his jumper, but, on the whole, they were not particularly 
warlike. The holster-men were not only good-looking, but 
of gentlemanlike bearing, and the elder-looking, after remark- 
ing on the fineness of the morning, handed me an open, well- 
filled cigar-case, saying, "Bound for town, I suppose?" Ire* 
plied in the affirmative, observing, as I returned the cigar- 
case, " that I was not a smoker." A few moments' silence 
followed, during which I imagined some mystic signs were 
exchanged, and then the same person again addressed me, 
saying, " As our lines diverge just here, be so good as favour me 
with an inspection of your pocket-book ;" but his tones were 
so suave and silvery, I really thought he was merely enacting 
a practical joke. The decided nod, however, with which he 
answered my inquiring look, satisfied me that the request was 
a professional one, so I immediately handed him my porte- 
monnaie and my note-book, in which there were some loose 
papers. He was gratified at my promptness, and received 
them with a gracious politeness worthy of his accomplished 
prototype, Claude Duval ; but I remarked a transient shade 
passing across his brow as he became aware of their compa- 
rative emptiness. Then, turning an eagle glance towards 
me, he remarked, interrogatively, " All, 'pon honour P" and, 
on my assuring him such was the case, he said, " Pray take 
back your note-book and papers, as they can be of no possible 
use to us ; but when next we have the pleasure of meeting, I 
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trust jour valuable possessions will exceed tbe sum of six* 
teen and sixpence ;" after which polite speech they all cantered 
away, not, however, before the least gentle-looking of the 
party took a survey of my horse, whose scar on the neck I 
verily believe saved him, for with such a distinguishiug mark 
it would have amounted to an extra risk to carry him off. 

So far from being annoyed or disconcerted, I was positively 
pleased, if not charmed, at the occurrence ; for I not only felt 
a degree of pride at being in a position to boast of a bush- 
ranging adventure at the small cost of 16s. 6d., but I felt a 
species of hero-worship for the knight-errantry of my captors. 
I gave my nag a little browsing spell at M — ^11 — ^n's station, and 
reached Kilmore at sundown without any further interrup- 
tion. I pulled up at the first inn, as I did not like making 
a second call so soon after my first on my previous enter- 
tainer, neither did I like intruding on my countryman Carty, 
the more particularly being encumbered with a horse. My 
first care was the animal, and, after seeing him fed and 
securely locked in, I went in search of supper with a ravenous 
appetite, not having eaten anything all day. I took a nobbier 
of brandy at the bar, where I gave my order, and then turned 
into a snuggish bar-parlour, where there were three men 
playing at whist, one taking dummy. I paid no particular 
attention to the party until I received a nod from the one 
holding dummy, who was no other than my forenoon in- 
spector, with his companions, whose dress was altogether 
changed, and their countenances altered by the removal of 
their wide-awakes. They neither betrayed embarrassment 
nor affected bravado, but, with inherent politeness, invited 
me to taste their brandy, which, they assured me, was a 
special sample ; and so, in fact, it was. At the conclusion of 
the rubber I was frankly admitted into their confidence, 
my friend of the morning admitting ^^that he and his 
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con&eres were overseers of the highways, lamenting at the 
same time the unprofessional manner in which the business 
was generally conducted in the colony." " There is no free- 
masonry/' he said, ''amongst us — ^no esprit de corps. In 
fact, with all my best wishes for your safe journey, I am 
unable to give you a passport, such is the disgraceful state 
of our organisation." I joined them in a rubber after supper, 
and spent a most agreeable evening with the freebooters. 
Next morning I paid Carty an early visit to borrow funds to 
pay my bill and road expenses. He gave me what I required, 
but advised me to go down by a public conveyance, and leave 
my horse with him for a few weeks to recruit, after which I 
could sell him to advantage; and this advice I thankfully 
adopted. 
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Honse prospecting at St Kilda — Purchase a Villa there — Remove the 
Penates — Start a Parcels DeUvery Company — My yarious preliminafy 
Arrangements — Anxiety of Friends to get Shares in the Project — ^Vexa- 
tious Occurrences — The Evening before Starting — The Morning of the 
Start — The Failure and Abandonment — Cause of Failure — Governor 
Latrobe's Ball — The Contract — Dignified and hospitable Bearing of his 
Excellency — A short Retrospect of his Character — His Departure and 
the Implacability of the ^r^w— An odorous Comparison — Decline in the 
Gold-field Tields — ^Alarm of the Public — ^Resuscitation in 1855 — Pro- 
specting and Quartz Mining come in Aid — Corporation Improvements— • 
Their Metal Bridges — A Ratepayer's Conundrum — Water Supply — ^The 
great Yarra-Tarra Reservoir described — Sandridge Water Supply — The 
Exhibition Building — ^Associated and Individual Enterprise — Railings — 
Gas Companies — Temple Court — ^A short Parody. 

EvEH during my brief absence at M*Ivop the diaagree- 
abilities around my Emerald Hill residence increased to 
such an extent that I determined, at any sacrifice, on shifting 
my quarters. My medical friend urged me^ earnestly to an 
exercise of patience, as there was some expectation afloat 
that the hill was about becoming a ward of the Melbourne 
corporation, and exaggerated ideas of amendment were in- 
dulged in as likely to result from the union. But presetit 
disgust is seldom assuaged by prospective abatement; nor 
was my dislike at all disarmed by the promising ratiocina- 
tions of my dissuader. I therefore, a few days after my 
return, set out on a prospecting tour to St. Kilda, which 
suburb had ripened into a large and attractive settlement 
since my last notice* There was a magnificent macadamised 
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road formed from Melbourne, intersecting its heart, on which 
a well-appointed line of omnibuses plied at all hours of the 
day ; and building speculators, foreseeing the desire of the 
dust-smothered citizens of Melbourne to locate themselves 
in the neighbourhood of the beach in preference to the other 
suburban districts, where even drinking-water ranked as a 
luxury during the summer season, managed to keep the 
home supply in advance of the demand. 

I made several domiciliary visits during the day, but there 
was one villa advertised in the Argus of the same morning 
which formed the special object of my search, and, Btrange 
to say, when found, it fell nothing short of the typographical 
description. It was for sale, standing on a half-acre of land ; 
and although, perhaps, a Thames Ditton or Twickenham 
resident might exclaim, " Villa, indeed 1" with a severe ex- 
pression of nasal corrugation, it was no end of a villa as 
times went in Victoria in the early autumn of 1854. It was 
what was called a " brick-nagged house ;" that is, with brick 
fireplaces and chimneys. It had, moreover, adobe gables, 
and lath and plaster partitions and ceilings, with detached 
kitchens and offices ; and if the garden fence was in a porous 
condition, the soil was of a character that would compensate 
the cost of enclosure. I must not omit to mention that there 
was a pretty flower and shrub garden in the front, which 
abutted on a main road, and that there was an air of seclu- 
sion about it which quite took my fancy. I returned home 
fuU of my predilection, and was delighted to ascertain from 
the agent on the following morning — contrary to all colonial 
usage — that the price was within the bounds of moderation, 

"Within a week from my inspection the penates of the Hill 
were established in a new residence, one of my domestic 
friends, Mr. B — ^nn — ^y, and I having become joint purchasers 
of the villa, on which I was permitted to bestow the Milesian 
appellation of Emerald Lodge, which soon began to assume 
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a debonair aspect under our tutelary presidency. Our 
garden soon became sacred ground — at least so far sacred 
that goats and pigs, which theretofore arrogated all the privi- 
ledges qI fercB natura, were stopped from encroachment; 
while a coat of paint on the wood-work of the house, and a 
coat of rough cast on the walls, effected an amount of trans- 
figuration equal to the artistic change which a barber and 
tailor could produce on the person of an unkempt digger. 

I was then again temporarily " resting on my oars," and 
unable to bear up long against the impatience of unemployed 
leisure, I set about devising some mode of engaging my time, 
likely at the same time to yield some remuneration. Nor 
was I long in doubt ; for the unaccommodating stiffness of 
the omnibus at that time in debarring passengers from carry- 
ing any parcels, even as much as a pill-box, without extra 
payment, impressed me with the feasibility of starting a 
"Parcels Delivery Company" on the line, including parts 
of Prahran and Brighton in the programme. The moment I 
mentioned the project, it was hailed on all sides as a bright 
idea. St. Kilda people revelled in delightful anticipation of 
the immense and incalculable conveniences that would accrue 
to them from such an undertaking. Bachelors could have 
their wines and groceries delivered at their doors, and ladies 
gave way to rapture at the conceit of having their shopping 
sent to the " Parcels Delivery-office" for transmission instead 
of hawking it to Bourke-street, and having it crushed and 
spoiled by odious wretches in the omnibus during the journey, 
and paying for it besides. Naturally of a sanguine tempera- 
ment, I was most favourably impressed with the payability 
of the project, and I set actively about getting it to work 
luider the wings of a small joint-stock company. I got carts 
specially built, and made all the other arrangements on a 
limited scale, determined on feeling my way before launching 
out in a serious and novel undertaking ; but such was the 
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feeling of many of my acquaintanceB as to tbe certainiry of 
its success, that I was strenuously importuned to go into it 
on a grand scale, and I actually gave offence to some of my 
most sage friends because I would not allot them shares in 
the undertaking. 

I took an office in a central part of Gbeat Bourke-street, 
fitted it up in great style, and secured as a driver to start with 
a man of genteel appearance and excellent address. I had 
great posters staring the public in the face at every turn. I 
sent company's cards by the thousand, in neat envelopes, to 
every respectable resident in the district, and very generally 
amongst the traders and shopkeepers of the city; and, 
though last not least, I advertised in all the metropolitan 
newspapers, which in return vouchsafed most complimentary 
and encouraging notices of the project. I indulged in a feel- 
ing of comfortable certainty that at last I had hit the right 
nail on the head, and I looked forward with all the impatient 
eagerness of a betrothed young lady for the happy day when 
I was to commence making a rapid fortune, and '' no mis- 
take." I occupied the office for the first time on the after- 
noon previous to the start, with a smart official tiger outside 
to usher in customers and regulate the order of succession. 
I was rather pleased at not finding an unreasonable crowd 
besieging the door as I approached, and at being allowed a 
period &ee from interruption to decant some ink, pick out 
some choice magnum-bonums, point a few pencils, and make 
a few other unessential d^gag^ arrangements of the Somer- 
set House description ; after which I distended my legs and 
leaned back in my official throne, quite prepared to receive 
visitors or parcels. In this posture I was enabled most 
leisurely to count the cracks in the ceiling, and make visual 
explorations of the dark comers into which the aboriginal 
spiders were ruthlessly driven, without being disturbed in 
my speculations for a considerable time ; at length a tread 
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in the passage suddenly directed my attention to a large 
florid day-book, on whieh I was making strings of dry figures, 
when a gentleman entered. "With my most gracious look I 
offered him, simultaneously, a salutation and a chair, re* 
marking internally that his parcels must be of lilliputian 
dimensions, before asking him " in what way I could serve 
him." If I waa at all dubious about my position, I might 
have been chagrined at his intrusion, which was for the pur- 
pose of inquiring '^ if I knew the address of Mr. James 
Snooks, who occupied this apartment in April, '51?'* I 
made short work of the interim, for at the same moment the 
door was driven open by a butcher's tray, from which the 
boy flopped down on the counter a leg of mutton and rump- 
steaks, with an illegible label, and cut out before I could 
make inquiry. I slipped my tiger after him, fearing that a 
hungry patron deprived of dinner might wantonly asperse 
our rising concern. On re-entering the office, I was followed 
by a man and woman, who both curtseyed at me, without 
uttering a word. As I could not see the end, or comer, or 
bulge of a parcel about them, and being somewhat put but 
by the illegible label, I said, perhaps snappishly, '^ What's 
your business P" Whereupon they both curtseyed at me 
again, and the woman as usual broke the ice, by stating, 
'*We come after the advertisement." "Well, ma'am," I 
responded, "the advertisement, I hope, is plain enough; 
what siee are the parcels P" But, instead of answering me, 
she turned to the man, as I supposed, to produce them, and 
then curtseying singly, she said, with an air of bewilderment, 
" We knows nothing of the parcels ; we comes after the ad- 
vertisement." " Why really, ma'am," I hastily rejoined, " if 
you know nothing of the parcels, you must go home and read 
the advertisement again." I regretted my rudeness the 
moment after utterance, for I saw the poor woman was dis- 
concerted ; but she in turn took courage on reading my 
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countenance, and timidly pulling an Argus from under her 
Bhawl, she came forward and placed her finger on an adver- 
tisement, which '' wanted a married couple, without encum* 
brance ; inquire Great Bourke-atreet, No. — ;" the person 
in want being the tenant up-stairs by another entrance. 

I was in no humour to keep open later the same evening, 
and I reasoned with my disappointment by urging that 
parcels for such short distances as we delivered them would 
not be lodged overnight, and that, at all events, in a new 
business, they could not be expected to tumble in in moun- 
tains. I therefore got all ready to leave when my tiger 
should return ; but a very long time elapsed before he made 
his appearance, and when at length he did come, I found 
a new confirmation of the maxim, **thB,t disappointments 
never come single," for, after waylaying every butcher's boy 
he could espy, he was unable to discover him of the illegible 
label. I saw there was only one course open to hit upon the 
proprietor, and save the concern from unmerited obloquy, 
and that was, to advertise the circumstance ; so down I sat 
to write it slap off, but somehow or other I could not make 
a beginning to please myself; even the proper heading pre- 
sented a difficulty which I was some time in surmounting. 
I blotted, and scratched, and interlined a whole sheet of 
foolscap before I succeeded in composing anything to my 
liking, my principal difficulty consisting in trying to be 
circumstantial without compromising the dignity of the com- 
pany. I verily believe I could easily have rattled off the 
most inimitable chapter of this book in a shorter time than 
the common-place task cost me ; and when at last I had a 
fair copy in my pocket on my way to the Argus office, I 
came to the conclusion that, as the company was not to 
blame, I would risk the consequences and tear up the adver- 
tisement. 

On the following morning, I reached the office in advance 
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of the usual mercantile hour, and \pas somewhat recom- 
pensed as the first up-cart, radiant in ring-tailed gilt letters, 
a glossy sheen of emerald green and copal varnish, arrived in 
front of our city terminus, to find it attracted a strong muster 
of admirers, who were liberal in their commendations of the 
turn-out, while I was privately complimented by several of 
my personal friends, who one and all saw distinctly a large 
fortune looming in the future, and retired in a body to make 
room for a large roll of carpeting, which was unceremoni- 
ously announced and deposited at the same moment. It was 
then half-past ten o'clock, and the down-cart was to leave at 
twelve o'clock, so I counted on a bustling hour and a half, 
and my friendly visitors, participating in the feeling, just 
popped in their heads to wish me joy, and were off. Half an 
hour passed without the appearance of a customer or the 
tidings of a parcel. I tried to read the morning papers, 
but found myself amongst the advertisements a little after 
commencing a leading article. I then commenced a home 
letter for the mail of the following day, but had not got be- 
yond the date when a confounded com, carefully pared the 
same morning, commenced stinging me unmercifully. I 
next tried the American style of sitting at ease with my 
heels on the desk-table, and I positively believe I was about 
deriving some comfort from it, when a pert brat from the 
bill printer's rushed in and flung down the account, saying, 
over his shoulderj " I'll call for a cheque at two o'clock." 

I really was unable to account for the absence of parcels, 
for on going down every evening, the great omnibus passen- 
ger topic was " the delay, the difficulty, and expense of get- 
ting down parcels ;" yet here was a cheap and ready medium at 
hand, and no one seemed to appreciate it, or at least take 
advantage of it, A quarter to twelve o'clock came round, 
without any parcel except the mutton and carpet ; and just 
as the pretty timepiece over my desk denoted the hour of 
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noon, in walks my Mend Q — ^n — j to overwhelm me with 
compliments on my foresight, &c. &c. &c., and wait to wit- 
ness the down start. There was no fellow I esteemed more 
than G — ^n — ^y, nor one whose companionship I prized more 
highly, but ^t this particular time I could not avoid wishing 
him at the — -, for I was in a frame of mind somewhat 
similar to that of the petulant man who, rushing out of ft 
gambling-house at daylight after a losing night, exclaimed^ 
as he gave a violent kick to an innocent man who was in a 

stooping posture outside, " your eyes, you're always 

tying your shoes there," I thought to myself, " your 

efres, you're always coming to see the down-cart start ;" and 
as if to aggravate my irritated state of mind, in came the 
driver to ask for the waybill. *' Waybill, indeed!" I half 
muttered ; ^' you're always asking for the waybill ;" though, 
in point of fact, I became instantly conscious the demand 
was inevitable, as it was twelve o'clock. Oh, how religiously 
I wished that Q — ^n — y was in the pontifical chair as I 
peevishly pulled down from the loop an oblong leaf, headed 
" Waybill" in large letters, with only a roll of carpeting, and 
a leg of mutton and rumpsteak, destination unknown, to 
enter on a desert of space. And, confound the fellow, with 
all his Mendliness and congratulations, he absolutely laid 
down the newspaper to witness more distinctly my humilia- 
tion. The turn of a straw would have made me quarrel with 
him, when the driver turned my temper in«another direction 
by inquiring, with the carpeting on his shoulder, " Is this all, 
sir p" looking significantly at the beef and mutton. I felt a 
surging of bile within me when G — ^n — ^y arose to gaze over 
the window-screen as the empty cart drove off in presence of 
a number of people, and I wished with all my heart it was 
midnight instead of noon, such was the sense of annoyance 
and disappointment I experienced at an event so utterly 
contrary to my own hopes and the public predictions. 
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I will not follow out the details of thia speculation, which 
^nded in complete failure, notwithstanding the most care- 
fullj sustained efforts to advance it. At no one period of its 
existence after starting did it ever* offer a hope of success* 
It began badly, never rallying or improving an iota, until we 
saw fit to stop it altogether. It may, to those at a distance, 
appear incomprehensible, but the cause was, in a great 
measure, to be accounted for by a revolution in the tactics 
of the omnibus proprietors, who, from increased compe- 
tition in their own trade, sought to court patronage by per- 
mitting passengers to take gratis all parcels they could pos- 
sibly carry, some even going the length of carrying free, om 
the roof or in the boot, packages of any size or weight to ac- 
commodate their patrons, while at the same time a niunber of 
pkin spring-carts mth canyas roofs were started by men of 
moderate means, who drove them themselves, and instead of 
being encumbered with clerks at high salaries and offices at 
high rents, agreed, like cabmen amongst themselves, to make 
the journeys at stated hours of the day, when they perambu- 
lated St. Xilda and the streets of Melbourne ringing bells, 
and taking parcels at rates that could not reimburse a com- 
pany such as the one I started. If I failed in promoting my 
personal interests, I as certainly was the means of precipitat- 
ing a boon on the public which they now fully appreciate, 
for there is no outlet about Melbourne which has not since 
then its Parcels Delivery Company carts in active operation. 

Under strict chronological rules, Mr. Latrobe's grand 
public ball should have come in for a notice before the Parcels 
Delivery Company, and I conceive it fuUy entitled to remark, 
because, in my mind, it was one of those special steps which 
almost constitutes an era in the progress of social develop- 
ment. The Arcade and Tattersall's were open affairs, where 
the spirit of "Libert^, Egalite, Pratemite" prevailed, I 
may say, to a predominating extent, where the actors in their 
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new parts mistook insolent obtrosiveness for independence, 
and, like performers on another stage, fancied they were play- 
ing to perfection when " tearing a passion to tatters." Even at 
the mayor's ball there was overmuch of the same leaven to 
make the entertainment completely palatable to people reared 
and trained under the commonly understood ideas of British 
propriety. Eor preach, and speak, and write as we like about 
equality and the abolition of social distinctions, the doctrine 
will never take root in the hearts of those who reach the 
period of manhood in the sea-girt isles. The mayor's ball, 
then, I repeat, even diluted as it was, did not go down with 
entire relish by the respectable minority, most of whom were 
late importations from the northern hemisphere, for the bulk 
of John Thomas Smith's guests were his own civic constitu- 
ents, mostly of the pot«house order of ball-goers. 

But at Mr. Latrobe's ball it was quite the reverse ; nearly 
all his constituents, if I may so apply the term, were of a 
class brought up amidst the amenities of cultivated life, edu- 
cated in the accomplishments becoming their position, and 
on easy terms with all the conventionalities of high-toned 
society. All those ennobled for the nonce by receiving in- 
vitations, were citizens whose characters were all weighed, 
and whose general conduct and reputation afforded some 
guarantees for the becoming propriety of their demeanour ; 
and even these were only sparingly chosen, so that the sparse- 
ness of their number might act as a restraint upon their pre- 
sumption. 

The ball was timed so as to inaugurate the opening of a 
large range of public offices before they were partitioned or 
subdivided into departmental order. There was no straining 
after gorgeousness or splendour of effect ; the flaimting style 
of gewgaw pageantry was studiously eschewed, but still 
every arrangement was becoming and elegant ; all the cere- 
monies were conducted with smoothness and regularity, all 
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the refreshments were of the choicest and most inviting de- 
scription, and no vice-potentate or British gentleman could 
have played the host or done all the honours with a more dig- 
nified degree of courtesy and hospitable bearing than his Ex- 
cellency Charles Joseph Latrobe. The company was in de- 
lightful keeping with the occasion, in bearing, costume, and 
all the indescribable minutisB which surround the lady and 
gentleman with ah all but visible halo. I am not much of a 
dancer now, for, in the present day, a man, to keep pace with 
the '^ fantastic" inventions, should continue a constant pupil 
of the dancing-master. I therefore had ample time for ob- 
servation and reflection, and I certainly gave way to a trance 
of amazement when I compared in remembrance the tout- 
ensemble of the scene before me vdth the earlier exhibitions 
of the sort which I had previously attended so very recently. 
It was an immense advance— not a step but a bound— an evi- 
dence of an impetus in the right direction which was not to 
be arrested or turned aside. In 1852, if Mr. Latrobe gave a 
ball, jumpers and jack-boots and the most grotesque female 
finery would have been the prevailing costume. As it was, 
the most fastidious eye of any modern Beau Nash could not 
have detected an inadmissible hue or garment. 

Mr. Latrobe, since his elevation to the governorship, had 
mostly led a bachelor life, his lady having returned to Europe 
for a term. He lived in a plain, unostentatious way, more 
like a private gentleman than the representative of royalty. 
He occupied the same neat, primitive establishment as go- 
vernor which he erected for himself when placed in the super- 
intendence of the colony. He was not translated into a 
palace when he was promoted to the vice-royalty, nor did the 
augmentation of his salary anything more than compensate 
for the greatly increased cost of living in Victoria. Never- 
theless, the malignants and snarlers made his shabby esta- 
blishment a subject of broad complaint, and inveighed bitterly 
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againBt his parsimony and meanneBS in not giving grand 
state dinners and Groyemment House balls in bis weather- 
boarded villa. There was only one crime in the whole offieial 
calendar which was not only not laid to his charge by txne 
clique or another, but from which he was exempted without a 
dissentient voice, and that was corruption or personal rapadty. 
However stingy or niggardly some might allege him to have 
been in his expenditure, none ever insinuated that he w«s 
imbued with any taint of the kindred vice, or whispered the 
faintest imputation against his high sense of honour and in- 
tegrity. In fact, his physiognomy alone asserted his higb- 
mindedness ; the general expression of his countenance would 
look down any such sinister insinuations, for he was osie of 
nature's noblemen all over, in mien as well as sentimoit. He 
was once afforded an opportunity of ^xriching himself with 
the public concurrence, in having permission voluntarily ac- 
corded him of making a selection of suburban lands, for which 
it was known he had a predilection, at the upset price, but 
he gratefully declined the boon, and became possessed of the 
property through the ordinary channel of sale by auction. 

If Victoria had remained a pastoral colony, there is every 
reason to believe Mr. Latrobe would have smrved the entire 
term of his governorship, but it is said by those who knew 
him well, that from the moment the fierce strife of gold- 
seeking commenced, bringing in its train political turmofl 
and parly intriguing, he evinced a dismclLination for the 
envied honoins of his high position, yearning for that life of 
literary leisure and elegant retirement for which his natmal 
tendencies so eminently fitted him. It was broadly stated, 
soon after my amval in the colony, that he had requerted 
the Colonial Mznister to accept his resignation, but when the 
melancholy news of his lady's decease reached Melbourne^ 
l^ere was no longer any secret made of his iotentiona. 

As I remarked in a previous ^^pt», llfr. Latrobe'a ide- 



MB. LATBOBE'S EBTIICABXE CHABACTEB. 85 

parture turned oyer a new leaf in the book of life which I 
never imagined it contained, and which, for the honour of 
eommon humanity, I regret was on that occasion prored to 
be in existence. Separation has erer been regarded as a 
softener of the sterner feelings, an assuager of even direct 
personal enmity. I have more than once seen those accus- 
tomed to pass each other with a scowl of hostility shake the 
hand of repentant friendship, uttering fareweU in the nervous 
tones of parting reconciliation, and I always regarded the 
emotion as one of the divine attributes of our nature — one of 
the marks distinguishing him made after God's image from 
the brute creation-— untU the morning of the day on which 
Mr. Latrobe was announced to embark, and take an eternal 
adieu of the fair land which he had helped to nurse towards 
maturity — an adieu all the more solemn and affecting, as the 
official disseverment had been so lately preceded by the 
eternal divorce of death from the partner of his worldfy 
fortunes. But on the morning in question the Argtts capped 
the climax of it's savage opposition by a leading article 
running over with gall and rheum, intensifying its unnatural 
hatred of the man, whose dereliction at best was that he did 
not rule the country according to the dicta of that organ* 
I had no personal reason for admiring the ex-governor or 
abhorring the editor, but I entertained some tmglings of the 
Italian bravo, as I saw the man in deep mourning, attended 
by a small cortege of attached friends, endeavouring to hide 
his sadness and dejection as he returned the parting saltttcB 
of those who at least esteemed him as a man if they could 
not extol him as a viceroy. The man at that day who could 
have given saiisfiMTtion in the <sapacity would have been more 
than human ; and so at length some of Mr. Latrobe's ha- 
bitual revilers were compelled to admit, many of them avow- 
ing it as the procession moved past, stimulated to recanta- 
tion by the ferocity of the Ar^m* 

1)2 
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Taking a retrospective glance on that occasion, and com- 
paring that period with the bygone days within my own ken, 
I was pleasingly surprised at the favourable change which 
had come over the manners, usages, and practices of shop- 
keepers and tradesmen in the metropolis. There was a time 
when, in the full flush of unopposed business, a customer was 
almost regarded as an intruder by the self-sufficient, purse- 
proud shopocrat, and woe betide the feelings of the expender 
of money who as much as hinted at the possibility of having 
his purchases sent home. But that day passed away with 
the year 1853, and, together with the infinite variety of other 
European importations, came large and liberal influxes of 
competitors in every branch of trade and mechanism, carry- 
ing with them all the modem amenities of dealing, and 
introducing those usages and practices which are naturally 
superinduced by the promptings of reciprocation. The 
auriferous digger had become, comparatively speaking, a 
rara ams in Melbourne, and could no longer be played off 
insolently against the more respectable bul^less profuse cus- 
tomer. Stores and publics to supply his wants and slake 
his thirst had been established close by his daim, and con- 
cert-rooms — ay, even theatres — ^had arisen on the principal 
gold-fields, where the stars of the southern hemisphere 
'^ strutted their hour upon the stage;'* but the principal 
explanation of the dearth of diggers on the metropolitan 
boards, and of their '^ not coming up to town for the season," 
may be seen at a glance over the following table : 

1852. 1853. 1854. 

^'^^:iZ'^^^\ «».«<«> ''.«»» lOMOo 

By this extract from the Government return it will be 
observed that the individual income of the digger had fallen 
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to one-third in 1853, and so low as one-fifth in 1854, com- 
pelling the nuggety gentlemen who, in 1852, indulged in a 
plurality of wives, and other corresponding extravagances on 
a revenue of 425^., to cut down his establishment the follow- 
ing year, when it declined to 159Z., and to resort to still more 
radical excesses of retrenchment in 1854, as it approached 
the zero of 87Z. — a sum barely sufficient to supply him with 
the means of defraying his indispensable outgoings. This 
altered state of things formed a principal ingredient . in 
bringing about the change, and for a while superinduced a 
feeling of modified panic lest the progress in declination in 
the yield of the grand staple should proceed until it resulted 
in total extinction — an apprehension in every way justified 
by^the existing complexion of afiairs, when nearly three times 
the number of hands, with all the training and experience of 
three years, produced little over one-half the amount of gold 
in 1854 that was dug up in 1852. Happily, however, the 
first escort's returns of 1855 somewhat dispelled the gloom, 
by the marked augmentation of their amounts, which have 
been on a rapidly ascending scale since 1854 to the present 
year ; and I trust, under the operations of the New Gold- 
Fields Management Bill, passed in a late legislative session, 
that the protection and encouragement given to capitalists 
will tend still further to increase the augmentation by the 
introduction of effective machinery on a large scale. It is 
a fact — strange as that fact may appear — ^that the most 
abounding as well as some of the most easily-worked fields 
were those first discovered. Clean gold was then taken out 
in dishfuls, and from a very imderstandable species of fas- 
cination, diggers were spell-bound to the scenes of their first 
fortune for a considerable period; in point of fact, it was 
only under stress of circumstances that they were driven to • 
prospect for new fields, and to improve their means and 
appliances for obtaining the precious metal. It was under a 
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like constraint th^ had recourse to the real golden granary 
of Victoria, the quartz reefs, which latterly have so inate* 
rially tended to swell, and will for generations uphold, the 
yield of the mineral treasures. 

But to return to the subject more immediately under 
obseryation, the gradual transmutation of Melbourne from 
the grub state to that of the resplendent butterfly — a com- 
parison, I fear, neither felicitous nor complimentary, but the 
only one at hand. The corporation improvements were 
agreeably perceptible. Macadamisation kept creeping out 
from the centre all round to the suburbs, with a tortoise 
pace, it is true, but still after a good and substantial fashion, 
on well-prepared foundations. Kerbing and channelling^ 
also, became general in all the most frequented thorough- 
fares, and many of those citizens who had their premises on 
lease were induced to lay down flagging in front of their 
warehouses, by an offer on the part of the corporation to 
bear half the expense, so that those oases began to multiply 
sensibly, and, unless I am much mistaken, soon reimbursed 
the outlay by the convenience they afforded, for, under ordi- 
nary circumstances, I am inclined to think a lady would 
rather have her carriage draw up where she could step dryly 
and cleanly into the shop, than in front of a mud-bounded 
concern, where she should soil her boots, even though she 
enjoyed a legitimate opportunity of displaying her taperiog 
ankle. The corporation, too, had the honour and glory of 
inventing and bringing into very general disuse certain 
articles of street fru^niture, intended to represent portable 
metal bridges, for enabling pedestrians to cross the channels 
at high flood. They are a much simpler invention than the 
great tubular bridge, and bear an equally minute degree of 
affinity to it in the essential of usefulness, for, during the 
periods for which they are intended to apply, passengers 
cannot cross over them, nor water pass under them, nor shy 
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horses go near them ; in faet, the only way in which they 
se^u to act with effect is in obstructing the stream, and 
chafing a smooth, swift current into roaring rapids, such as 
are not to be seen in any of the water-wonder devices at 
St. Cloud or Versailles. But as the object and intention of 
the invention was no doubt most praiseworthy, I will not 
continue my criticism beyond the dolorous pun, as to their 
cost, of a plaintive, tax-payer, who asserted that Melbourne 
in one respect was in advance of Yenice, for, instead of 
being confined to one " Bridge of Sighs," it could boast them 
by hundreds. More happy in imitation than in invention, 
a large supply of rotatory street-cleaners — similar to those 
patronised by the London and other leviathan corporations 
•—were imported under the sanction of a municipal vote, 
and put into active operation with the most salutary effect, 
so that, taking them for all in all, their corporate honours 
were not quite as black as they are painted, for, be it borne 
in mind, next to the governor and the executive council, 
the mayor and corporation were the best abused parties in 
the Australasian continent. 

The commissioners of sewerage and water supply also 
gave evidence of their solicitude for public comfort and 
convenience, in the erection of a stupendous water-tank on 
the summit of the eastern hiU, sufficiently elevated to 
command every part of Melbourne and Collingwood, in con- 
nexion with which a powerful steam-^igine was placed on 
the banks of the Yan-Yean, at^ a point above which it re- 
ceived the city drainage, capable of pumping up a full sup- 
ply of water, not only for domestic purposes, but to meet 
the d^nand of emergencies in cases of fixe. This institu- 
tion had the immediate effect of abating the excessive price 
of one of the prime necessaries of life, for there were several 
stations erected, at which water-carts could fiU and supply 
the neighbourhood immediately contiguous, instead of going. 
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in some cases, miles away to that in Flinder's-street East or 
Prince's-bridge. At a subsequent period pipes were laid on, 
at very little extra cost, to private houses, by means of 
which their tanks could be filled by internal taps. 

But ere these pages meet the public eye the city of 
Melbourne will be able to boast of a system of water-supply 
equal in every respect to the much- vaunted Croton Water- 
works of New York. The project goes under the designa- 
tion of the " Yan-Yean Water-works," such being the name 
of a natural basin situated in the Plenty ranges, about 
twenty miles from the city, into which and within which the 
principal drainage of those extensive mountain ranges have 
been conveyed and confined, ensuring an ample and con- 
stant supply of the purest and most wholesome water to 
Melbourne, even should it swell into the monster dimen- 
sions of the great wen of old Albion. I subjoin a cir- 
cumstantial description from the pages of Ihets and 
Figwres : — " This artificial lake is formed by the construc- 
tion of an embankment of 1053 yards in length, and 30 feet 
in height, which connects two natural elevations of land. 
Between these elevations the waters had previously found 
the only outlet for the fiow of the drainage of a sur£a>ce of 
nearly five thousand acres. The outlet being thus waUed 
up, the waters have covered the whole surface enclosed. 
To supersede the chance of a deficiency in the supply, the 
chief engineer caused an open cut and tunnel to be con- 
structed, of the length of MO yards, connecting the reser- 
voir with the river Plenty, which can thus be turned on or 
stopped, as occasion requires. To prevent the chance and 
danger of the water ever rising so high as to overflow the 
embankment, a by-wash has been constructed, by means of 
which the water, after it has risen within five feet of the top, 
escapes from the reservoir. This surplus water is carried by 
a channel back into the river Plenty, so that no waste or 
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damage can occur. The reservoir is about two miles in 
diameter, and ten miles in circumference, and the average 
depth is about 19 feet. During the floods of a few weeks 
back, the water rose to the greatest height permitted, 
flowed over the by-wash, and continues to flow, so that the 
Yan-Yean reservoir may now be regarded as an enormous 
water-hole of the Plenty river. The most important engi- 
neering work, up to this time, is the construction of the 
lake wall or embankment, the height and length of which 
have just been stated. The slope towards the water is 
stated in the report of the late president to be 3 to 1, and 
the slope on the landward side 2 to 1. At the base, the 
embankment measures 170 feet, and diminishes gradually to 
20 feet at the top. In the centre of the embankment there 
is a solid wall of masonry, running along its entire length, 
the base of which is 30 feet of solid stone, diminishing to 
10 feet of stone at the top. This ponderous mass has been 
carried 10 feet down below the surface. The necessity for 
such extraordinary strength will be understood when it is 
considered that the chief engineer had to provide, not only 
for the security of the works themselves, but for the lives 
and property of the village and the entire neighbourhood. 
When it is recollected that the bursting of the porter-vat 
at Meux's brewhouse, some forty years ago, destroyed seve- 
ral houses, with all their inmates, it may be sufficiently un- 
derstood that the bursting of an embankment sustaining the 
pressure of a lake of the magnitude already described, would 
lay waste the country for several miles in that direction, 
and, to a great extent, nearly all round." 

When the Yan-Yean water reaches the city the old tank 
will be altogether dispensed with, but the pipes originally 
laid will be connected with the new fountain of supply. I 
have no doubt but in the summer of the present year, when 
all the details and sub-arrangements of the enterprise are 
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fully perfected, that the city dust will be effectually kept 
under, for, instead of slowly piddling over the streets with 
water-carts, they can be completely deluged with water from 
the different plugs, and that at one tithe of the expense 
of the other system. 

Contemporaneously with the corporation improyementa 
and the Yan-Yean Water-works, the Govemment, at the 
special instance of the governor, carried a copious duct 
of water from above the Yarra-Yarra falls down to the 
extremity of Sandridge pier^ whereby the shipping in the 
bay could conveniently and inexpensively take in their 
BuppHes. His Excellency also sanctioned the erection of a 
magniffcent pile, somewhat after the plan of the Crystal 
Palace, intended for a grand colonial exhibition of colonial 
produce and manufactures; while private enterprise, in no 
way behindhand, was engaged in an associated form in the 
Melbourne and Greelong and the Melbourne and IIobs(»i 
Eay Eailways, and in the Melbourne City Gas-works. The 
most notable undertaking of individual capital, amongst 
several of less ambitious pretensions, was Temple Court, 
a very fine and imposing range of buildings^ in form of 
a parallelogram, intended for the accommodation of the legal 
profession, by whom it is at present almost exclusively occu- 
pied. It is an admirably conducted institution, moderate in 
its rents, and maintained with a degree of regularity and 
cleanliness above all praise. I had offices there, and can 
speak from experience ; but while my recollections are of the 
brighter complexion, I fear that a large proportion of ther 
habitu6s of the locality look triste, and draw a deep breath 
of dejection as they reflect on their associations with the 
locality. 

Ah, Law, what is it in these codes of ours 
That makes it fatal to be sued ? Ah, why, 

With costs and laches hast thou wreathed thy bow«n, 
Which make e'en favonzed clients look so shy? 
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DTJBiirch the few months' interregnum between the de- 
parture of Mr. Latrobe and the arrival of Sir Charles 
Hotham, John Leslie Foster graced the viceregal throne, 
and administered the affidrs of the colony with a consider- 
able degree of smoothness, if not efficiency. I belieye he 
thoroughly understood the diagnosis of the Victorian consti- 
tution, and was disposed to apply a radical remedy to the 
most dangerous complaint— 4he one, too, most in need of 
immediate aUeviation-^the license-tax, which was becoming 
more formidable every day under the tyrannous mode of its 
exaction, and from the insidious instigations of agitators and 
revolutionists. Mr. Foster gets the credit of proposing its 
abolition, and substituting in its stead the present gold ex- 
port duty, but bcdng overruled by his colleagues he had 
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recourse to a very necessary alternative — the augmentation 
of the gold-fields police force, for it was quite evident, both 
from the passive and active opposition to the tax, that such a 
step was necessary, in order to levy it with safety and effi- 
ciency. It was aboub this time that Mr. Eoster ventured 
on a most arbitrary and illegal proceeding — ^the arrest or 
estoppel of over 800,000Z. of the Land or Emigration Fund 
for the promiscuous expenditure of the Government— an ex- 
ploit which, at a subsequent period, he uncandidly boasted 
he was prompted to by instigations of philanthropy towards 
the working classes then in the colony, lest they should 
be subjected to undue competition in the labour market. 
Kot a statesmanlike exculpation to start with, nor one to be 
sustained injustice ; for, on reference to the official returns 
of October, 1854 (five months later), I find that the average 
rate of wages up to that month were in advance of the 
general average of 1853, when wages rated most enormously. 
So that Mr. Foster must have played at autocracy in antici- 
pation of his excuse, damnifying the whole body of employers 
in the colony to a frightful extent, and really extending his 
benign sympathies in a direction where they were not at all 
required ; for every man in the colony, except the recipients 
themselves, inveighed against the unparalleled remuneration 
exacted by skilled and unskilled labourers, as well as by farm 
and domestic servants, which was in reality out of all propor- 
tion to the profits of the employer, and undoubtedly operated 
in repressing many and many a beneficial enterprise. But 
this is not the sole objection to be urged against this cele- 
brated act of Mr. Foster's. The reckless way in which it was 
squandered was a serious aggravation of the usurpation. I 
remarked a little before, that on the refusal of his colleagues 
to sanction the abolition of the license-tax, he resolved on in- 
creasing the gold-fields police. Well, I believe, and such is 
the general impression, that the vast sum of 800,000?. was 
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absorbed in the organisation of this new body. Absorbed is 
a mild word, and one only intended as applicable to Mr. 
Poster in the ramifications of this iniquitous affair, for, with 
all his shiftiness of political principle, I deem that gentleman 
stainlessly exempt from the shameless {>lunder, extortion, and 
corruption which surrounded that affair in all its bearings. 

The agitation and controversies which were previously so 
rife regarding the unlocking of the lands, and the rights con- 
ferred on the squatters by the order in council of March, 
1847, had subsided in a great measure, not, as some erro- 
neously supposed, from the instructions sent out by the Duke 
of Newcastle, when Colonial Secretary, but in consequence of 
the fierce and overtopping excitement growing out of feeling 
against the continuation of the license fee. No doubt the 
efforts of the Government to meet the demand for land had 
also some effect in allaying the dissatisfaction on the land 
question, for, on referring to the returns, I find, in addition to 
the vast areas which had been previously alienated, that, in 
1853 alone, between town lots, suburban lots, special country 
lots, country lots, lots alienated by selection, and lots alien- 
ated under pre-emptive right, 305,698 acres were alienated 
from the Crown to private individuals, at a purchase-money 
of 1,568,113Z., making an average of 51, per acre; and when 
this immense quantity of land is compared with the spare 
population of the day, not amounting in the aggregate to 
260,000 souls, 100,000 of whom were on the diggings, and a 
considerably larger number engaged in commercial pursuits, 
or working at different trades, 1 think, at bottom, that the 
cry about " unlocking the lands" had, properly speaking, " no 
peg to hang on;" and this supposition is completely sus- 
tained by Mr. Latrobe, in one of the last, if not the very last, 
despatches he ever wrote, in which he said that the quantity 
of land sold up to that period " more than satisfied specula- 
tive purchasers, who found it (in May, 1854) difficult to 
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lesell tbeir land except at a loss." As to the rights claimed 
by the squatters, that was, I may say, a distinct question, in 
which the general feeling was strong and decided, however 
much it might have been placed in abeyance for the time. 

I find nothing particular in my notes, nor can I bring to 
mind any public occurrence of moment during the reign of 
John I., a lineal descendant, by the way, of him associated in 
traditional song with the famous Frotectar, the line being, if 
my memory serves me right, 

Or Oliver Cromwell 8nd Leslie Foster. 

It was a placid and pacific reign (if I leave out the 800,0007.), 
only affected by the allegation that the pro tern, sovereign 
made an energetic use of his time in making the Milesian the 
prevailing accents in ofi&dal circles, not so much by any 
enforced modulation of the Tweedish intonation, which pre- 
viously existed to an unco extent, as by a profuse infusion of 
the blarney ingredient. This I give as the snarl of the day, 
without being in a position either to sustain or contradict it ; 
perhaps he had his national partialities, but '4ives there a 
man with soid so dead" as to be entirely devoid of them ? 
Two things, however, I happen to know with regard to Ms 
appointments, that none of his nominees have been removed 
or dismissed in disgrace, while some few that notoriously owe 
their appointments to him are unanimously recognised as the 
best and most efficient public officers in Yictoria. I need 
not particularise them by name, for they would not be known 
to the general reader in England, while those who favour my 
book with a perusal in the colony, will go over them alpha- 
betically. 

The latter part of Mr. Poster's viceroyalty was employed 
in making preparations for the reception of his successor, in 
which he was most energetically aided by the public at large, 
who, for weeks together, seemed to have banished every 
serious or pleasurable idea, in their anxiety to excel each 
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other on the accesnon of Sir Charles Hotfaam's entry, nine 
thousand nine hundred and ninety^nine out of every ten 
thousand thus intently engaged not knowing whether the 
said Sir Charles was a knight or a baronet, an admiral or an 
archbishop, while the majority of the remainder were in 
a state of sublime ignorance as to any public antecedents 
that warranted his appointment to so very important and 
difficult a post as that of Goyemor of Yictoria at such, 
a critical period. However, like the unaccountable dislike to 
''Dr. PeU,'' the admiration of Sir Charles Hotham was all- 
pervading. Hags and banners superseded all other manu- 
factures ; mottoes, sentiments, and appropriate devices racked 
the brains of established authors, and rocked those of poetic . 
fledglings into gushing transports of composition ; but the 
one which carried the day was the terse, pregnant, and all- 
embracing quartett — 

Yictoria liails Victoria's choice» 

glorious in its conception, alterative in its alliteration, and, 
like many of the immortal Wordsworth's lines, almost 
mystical in its simplicity. However, the colonists under- 
stood it, if the reader don't, and the inconceivable ingenuity 
and versatility they evinced in applying it, and making all 
the beasts of the earth, the birds of the air peculiar to the 
happy land, appear to comprehend and appreciate the Hne, 
was enough in itself to stamp the Melboumites as ^ citizens 
of genius and renown." Kangaroos wore neckties with its 
imprint on the front, emus stalked across the plains wearing 
stoles with the inscription, opossums climbed trees with 
printed streamers attached to their tails, cockatoos chattered 
explanations of the sentiment which was pinned on to their 
crests, and laughing jackasses held their sides in ecstasies of 
mirthful antidpations capable of a similar interpretation. 

As the time approached when it i^as within ihe range of 
possibility that the vessel bearing this precious fie^ht might 
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arrive, the feverish anxiety of the puhlic mind began to 
simmer sensibly, and twenty-four hours of a strong westerly 
gale, so far from cooling down the symptoms, absolutely in- 
creased them into a fierce boil, for it was the wind of all 
others to favour a quick passage. But the enthusiastic 
citizens were not to be caught napping. They gave, or 
caused to be given, through the proper channel, instructions 
to the pilots at the heads, in case his Excellency should 
arrive out of due course, to apprise him of what was in store 
for him, and if he did not take this gentle intimation, it is 
darkly hinted that the Palinurus in charge was enjoined to 
give him a few days' repose after the long voyage on a sand- 
bank—a consummation not marvellously infrequent in the 
early days of Fort Phillip inland navigation, for, like the 
Cork pilot who was interrupted in enumerating the manifold 
dangers of the seas thereabouts by the ship's getting a violent 
thump, exclaimed, ^^ And there's one of them same banks, 
more be token," the Hobson's Bay guides were liable to 
similar illustrations. 

Meantime the more loyal and enthusiastic inhabitants, as 
an antidote to continuous suspense, perfected their external 
household decorations, and, like troops in apprehension of a 
covert attack, or posting establishments in the olden time, 
where the boys and horses were always ready to turn out at 
a moment's notice, they made all arrangements for joining 
the contemplated procession at the first signification of ap- 
proaching viceroyalty ; and the corporate authorities, not to 
be outdone by private enterprise, set to work with might and 
main to erect a triumphal arch over the crown of Prince's 
Bridge, which certainly was erected with great despatch, and, 
so far as the arch per se was concerned, with a becoming 
degree of comeliness. I wish I could say as much of the 
appurtenant decorations. As a matter of course, the structure 
was surmounted by 

Victoria halls Victoria's choicci 
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on a great, broad, stariog show-board, like that over Algar's 
booth at Greenwich fair, which was supported at one end by 
a kangaroo balanced on the point of his tail, with an emu 
and native companion as bottle-holders, and on the other 
by a misshapen sailor, who looked as if his neck was driven 
into his shoulders while taking shelter under the monkey of 
a pile driver. He certainly did not resemble a " ruler of the 
wL." nor convey a flattering notion of his coming Excel- 
lency, whom he was understood to represent, standing within 
the span of a rainbow inscribed with the family motto. 

I am enabled to be thus minute in my description of this 
work of art, for, notwithstanding the friendly agency of the 
westerly wind, the vessel with his Excellency did not make 
her appearance for several days, during which interval the 
south-west winds and the wintry rains imparted to it a faded, 
lachrymose aspect not at all in keeping with the occasion it 
was intended to celebrate. The kangaroo, with its com- 
panions on the one side, and the blue sailor on the other, 
looked more like unwilling parties under a shower-bath than 
enthusiastic beings enceinte with hurrahs ; while the laureatic 
motto looked "pale, bilious, and ^^interesting," like the sun 
behind a dropsical cloud. The private devices, too, suffered 
in a corresponding degree, while the personal enthusiasm 
beat with a much diminished pulse, and, like a rushlight 
about one o'clock in the morning, was almost upon the point 
of going out of a damp evening, when the booming of guns 
in the bay dispelled the dank dejection, and rekindled like 
magic all the former fervour. 

It was a busy night that followed this momentous even- 
ing, and, as the bull goes, " the people never went to bed, in 
order that they might be up early." I was in from St. Ealda 
betimes myself to make a drop in the ocean of festivity, and, 
though long before the usual time, I looked like a laggard 
coming in to prepare when everybody else was ready. But 
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with all this fuss and bustle some hours elapsed before the 
procession set out for Sandridge, where it was arranged his 
Excellency was to disembark. It was in reality a monster 
procession, yeiy much resembling in size, irregularity, and 
incongruity those which I often saw meeting the approach 
of O'Connell in the celebrated year of the monster meetings. 
There was not a horse or vehicle in the city of Melbourne, 
or in the adjoining counties, that were not in requisition, 
and every hill, knoU, or eminence that commanded a view of 
the Sandridge road was capped with eager, staring crowds, 
as if a being was to pass under their observation of an 
entirely new, distinct, and superior species. 

As near noon as possible on the 21st of June, 1854, Sir 
Charles Hotham landed on the soil he was deputed to govera^ 
and which furnished him with a premature grave. It was 
evident he was unprepared for such a stupendous demonstra- 
tion, or one of so cordial a description, for the character of 
Victorians had gone home as selfish and impassive, incapable 
of being aroused except by the impulse of acquisitiveness, and 
I believe he was resolved to meet his constituents with a 
front of stem, unbending etiquette — a deportment in which 
he excelled by disposition as well as training. Their tumultu* 
ous welcome and warm greeting, however, obliged him to 
change his r61e, to ^'assume a virtue if he had it not,'* and 
at least endeavour to reciprocate the heartiness of his sub- 
jects in look, speech, and action. But his cheerfiilness had 
not " the chill off." His words were " taunt," and all of the 
" stand-by " category, and his whole bearing constrained and 
mechanical, like what horse-breakers call a German rider. 
In a word, his attempts at graciousness and bonhomie were a 
dead failure, such as would attend Macready if he tried Paul 
Pry, Uncle Oliver, or Mr. Hardcastle. But the people were 
blinded with tears of joy and good humour, and they hurrahed 
and squeezed his hand as rigidly as if he were a condescend- 
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ing deity, carrying him in roaring triamph into town, where 
he was obliged to duck under cross-lines of flags almost as 
frequently as he bowed to window-crowded ladies or flag- 
crammed ouvriers in his ovational progress. On the platform 
in front of Government House he was sworn in, and ftom 
whence, after which ceremony, it was fully expected he would 
make a fiill profession of &ith, and lay bare to the people the 
cogs, wheels, springs, and levers by means of which he pur- 
posed to carry on the government of the colony. The dense 
crowd were audibly impatient at the preliminary proceedings, 
and cursed aloud the slow formula ceremonial, which they 
imagined delayed the interesting revelations about being 
made to them. At length aU was over, like the weighing, 
saddling, and mounting for the Derby ; and as on that oc- 
casion, when the mounted horses gather in a cluster round 
the starter, the popular excitement became intense as the 
0wom-in governor approached the front railing to unburden 
himself. The people were so compact a mass, that a heart- 
throb in the centre, like a stone dropped into a pool, circled 
to the margin all round. If a man breathed heavily, his 
neighbour regarded him ferociously, lest a syllable should 
be endangered. In short, they were determined to drink in 
every sound, and treasure them in their inmost hearts. But, 
'^ woe is me,'' how shall I endeavour to embody in words any 
idea of the disappointment which awaited them? for his 
Excdlency, after delivering a few set common-place phrases 
of thanks for his reception, and a brief invocation for ability 
to dischai^e ihb duties of his high office, bowed stiffly from 
bis hips and retired. I shall not attempt what I feel certain 
I should fail in ; I shall therefore leave the conception of the 
scene to the vivid imagination of my reader. 

Torrak, a plain, capacious country residence, situated at 
about four miles' distance from town, was prepared for the 
reception of the new governor, and furnished with as great 
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a degree of gorgeous magnificence as the upholstery trade 
of the city would warrant, with a view of practically show- 
ing his Excellency at a glance some of the resources of 
the colony, and, if truth be told, of propitiating him by 
a ministration of luxurious comforts, which he could 
use and enjoy without any personal cost. The furnishers, 
however, reckoned without their host ; he was not in the 
habit of lolling on lounges or itidulging in wanton waste, 
and before using any beyond the indispensable articles, he 
demanded to see the bills, and after glancing at these elon- 
gated manuscripts, he peremptorily ordered all the gaudy, 
glittering ottomans, easy-chairs, chiffoniers, et hoc onrne 
genus, to be removed away, filling their places with plain 
substantial furniture of his own, which he transported from 
his home residence. !N'either was he above inquiring the 
cost of some of the dishes which figured at the sumptuous 
banquet provided for his first repast, and on being informed 
amongst others that a very ordinary turkey cost five guineas, 
he utterly forbade for the future any such expensive fare, 
carrying out a similar spirit of reformatory retrenchment 
through his whole establishment, and commencing to model 
it after the style of that of an English country gentleman, 
who receives and entertains his friends with substantial 
elegance instead of ostentatious frippery. He set out, I be- 
lieve in my heart and soul, on his career of reform with no 
mean or sordid view, but simply, and with a great moral 
heroism, to offer an excellent and salutary example to people 
afilicted with a form of partial insanity in their habits and 
expenditure from the effects of sudden and unexpected afflu* 
ence. People, too, jumping from the modest level of mediocre 
station to the dazzling heights of princely magnificence with- 
out going through the intermediate social gradations indis- 
pensable in the older countries, were fit subjects to be ex- 
perimented on for their own immediate good and perma- 
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nent happiness, and sucli, I am satisfied, was the sincere 
object of Sir Charles Hotham's attempt, which few men 
would have had the moral pluck to try. 

If his domestic establishment invited an exercise of re- 
formatory discipline, the gross state of the public depart- 
ments may be said to have provoked it. This was long roundly 
suspected, even by those outside the baby-house, being 
too palpable to be entirely hidden from public notice by the 
official haze or film with which such goings on are generally 
obscured. But when Sir Charles fairly lifted up the curtain, 
and took a deliberate look round the Government manage, I 
understand he might have been mistaken for the original of 
poor Lover's picture of King O' Toole, standing with his 
mouth wide open in amazement, looking at the conduct of the 
wonderful goose. Little but weeds and chaos met his gaze, 
with here and there a fine forest-tree, almost strangled with 
clinging parasites, and the narrow, crooked paths of duty 
nearly obliterated by every variety of crawling creeper. A 
man of less firmness or decision of character would have been 
daunted, and probably have taken the earliest opportunity 
of seeking to be relieved from the task of cleansing so foul 
and choked a garden. Sir Charles, however, not only stood 
to his guns, but erred in the opposite extreme ; instead of 
plucking up the grossest weeds first, and proceeding delibe- 
rately with his task, he set about trenching and turning up 
the whole soil, confounding the rank stalk with the valuable 
plant in the wholesale extirpation. 

The weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth, the pack- 
ing up and turning out was so general in all the departments 
at one time, that uninitiated people imagined Victoria was 
going to lie fallow for a season. Fortunately, Sir Charles 
was made aware in good time, by the public voice, of the 
consequences of his excess, particularly in the post-office de- 
partment, where the service was falling sadly into arrear from 
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the nnmerouB dismisaads, and he had the rare forbearance 
and good sense to rest on his oars, and, in sailor phraseology, 
take the sim, in order to ascertain his exact position. 

Before I proceed with my cursory commentary upon his 
administration of the government, I must notice, currenfe 
ealamo, his first leyee, which was held on the fifth day afler 
his arrival. Such an event was rare — perhaps I should be jus- 
tified in saying unprecedented — in the colony, and produced 
an immense amount of interest and discussion from the 
moment of its announcement. Everybody asked his neigh- 
bour, "Are you going to the levee?" and as everybody's 
neighbour answered in the affirmative, everybody made up 
his mind to go to the levee. Late arrivals, who had attended 
the Queen's levees, talked of the thing as a matter of courae, 
lamenting the dispensation of court costume, which they 
didn't bring with them ; and old hands, who neither knew 
the meaniDg of the word, or whether its terminable syllable 
contained two or three e's, were induced to go, under the 
belief that after making their bow they would be compelled 
to pay their devoirs to no end of a luncheon, when, in their 
own vernacular, " they would have the run of their teeth for 
an hour or so." 

It is no exaggeration to state, that the preponderating 
articles of male attire that encumbered the city clothes- 
lines for a day or two were white cravats and white Mar- 
seilles waistcoats, and the principal articles in demand over 
drapers' counters were white gloves, — it mattered little to 
a majority of the customers whether they were kid or cotton. 
There was a very considerable run, too, on patent leather 
boots, scented oils, and pasteboard. The great difficulty was 
how to get there, the streets being in a precious muddle, and 
the era for pressing bullock-drays into the service having 
passed away, like "the light of other days." I shall not for- 
get that state day in a hurry. The whole city was in fiill 
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dress when I came in at ten o'clock, as if it was just going, 
or just after returning from a monster wedding, for as by 
much the greater portion of the inhabitants liyed out of town 
and came in by omnibuses, which only plied at stated 
hours, they were necessitated to make their toilets before 
they left home, so that they all came to their places of 
business in that state of full dress which accorded best with 
their conceptions of such a social uniform. Many wore pea- 
jackets to hide their finery, but the Caucasians, as a rule, ap- 
peared undisguised in full canonicals, even to the gloves, 
which I remarked they kept on after they reached their shops, 
exhibiting Houndsditch pants and laced-up water-tights with 
kid-covered hands, afraid, I suppose, that the gloves would 
not stand the tug of a second pulling on. I saw several smug 
publicans basking in front of their bars, in the light of their 
purse-proud countenances, and momentarily consulting pon- 
derous gold watches, lest sly time should give them the slip. 
One and all of these worthies, as if by mutual arrangement, 
wore their white ties in a starchless state, folded in the 
double and tied with an uncomfortable degree of tightness in 
a hard knot, only to be undone with a pair of pincers. I 
also remarked, as I walked up Chancery-lane, a large moiety 
of the legal fraternity in its various ramifications, pilloried in 
Glenfield patent manufacture ; some, proud of their appear- 
ance, swelling out their chests like tumbler pigeons, pulling 
down their wristbands with a West-end air, and glancing 
with emotions of self-glorification at their maiden boots ; 
while others — a miserable minority, I admit— of a more re- 
tiring disposition, with an innate consciousness that the 
more they dressed the worse they looked, not only kept 
studiously within doors, but, in some instances, had them- 
selves denied to their seedy clients, under the influence of 
a mongrel mauvaise honte or loutish gaucherie, which almost 
made them afraid to look in the glass. 
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As the time drew near, every street presented a stream of 
population all tending to the same centre, for, as necessity 
has no law, the principal portion were obliged to attend the 
ceremonial on foot. Considerably before the appointed hour 
the lawn in front of Government House was uncomfortably 
crowded ; and, as I surveyed the gathering, and heard some 

inquiring " "What the shall we do with our 

hats?" others borrowing cards and pencils to "copy out 
their names," and others still asking their neighbours to 
" oblige them by doing that same," but unable to assist them 
in the orthography, I did mentally wish Eussell of the Times 
was in their midst, and a special artist from the Illustrated 
News was on an exalted pinnacle close by. 

I could not see nor hear much after the first movement 
commenced, for the crush was intense, and the low roar or 
rumble confounding, as well as confounded. All I know is, 
that when I was involuntarily carried to the verge of the 
entrance through which I was to present myself, I was several 
times shot iato the presence before my announcement. During 
the few fitful rests I enjoyed, I was amused at comparing and 
contrasting the numerous styles of bowing and bending, and 
the mechanical way in which many went through the cere- 
mony. There was the bob bow, the bend bow, the stoop 
bow, and the next thing to the tumble-down bow, all per- 
formed in as several varieties of locomotion. The bob was 
given in rapid strides, the bend in the " ease her," the stoop 
in the "back her" motion, while the tumble-down resembled 
the scared half-balk of a horse at a water-jump, and his 
subsequent scramble on the opposite bank. I heard of one 
special incident which I would have paid handsomely for 
seeing, and that was the free and enlightened way in which 
a certain consul went through the ordeal. Instead of bow- 
ing or scraping, he went, as he said himself, " bang up" to 
the big man, and shaking him by the hand, like all creation. 
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was proceeding to '^ yam him/' when one of the aids came 
to the rescue with some seductive intimation. Beyond this, 
and a few minor contretemps — if I would also except the re- 
freshment canard — ^the reception went off as well as could 
be expected ; and most assuredly the absence of this feature 
from the ceremonial was abundantly compensated for in the 
afternoon, for everybody dined in public, and nobody within 
my observation seemed hampered by constraint. Under the 
auspices of " Victoria hails Victoria's choice," the evening 
advanced from the Queen to the Viceroy, followed by 
*' Advance, Victoria," " Our noble selves," and " We won't 
go home till morning, till daylight does appear" — a sen- 
timent that was practically responded to by a number of 
literal citizens. > 

The snobocracy of the colony, industriously aided by the 
legions of officials lately transmuted from nominal employ- 
ment to actual idleness, got up and joined in a cry of denun- 
ciation against the new governor for his flagitious innova- 
tions ; and this cry was insanely promoted by many still in 
harness, who, feeling that they stood on ticklish ground, laid 
the flattering unction to their souls that the man of war and 
devastation would be terrorised from his course. In fact, 
the corruptionists were so numerically strong, they acquired 
a factitious courage from association ; like rats, which singly 
will run into a hole or comer at the slightest noise, but in 
numbers will attack and devour a giant, they hugged them- 
selves with the delusive idea of disposing of Sir Charles 
Hotham. But they reckoned without their host ; they mis- 
took their man ; he was not to be " frighted from his pro- 
priety" by idle clamour. He soon comprehended the con- 
flicting evils under which the colony was labouring, and he 
most diligently employed himself in devising their cure, and 
applying it without favour or affection. 

After the first partial clearance of the public drones, he 
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tanied his attention to tiie monstrous disproportion listing 
between the income and the expenditure. If the income 
derived from two hundred thousand people was all but in- 
conceiyable, it stmck him as no less extraordinary that the 
cost per head for goyeming them should be so far beyond 
the bounds of all precedent, even taking all its special cir- 
cumstances into consideration. That some hidden abscess 
existed he entrained no doubt ; but, like a prudent sur- 
geon, he postponed the serious operation of cutting for it 
until he had the benefit of a serious consultation. ' 

Here, again, Sir Charles showed his sincerity of purpose, 
his honest zeal for the public good, by calling into the con- 
sultation men who, while most eminenUy qualified to form a 
sound judgment, were beyond the reach of bias, unassailable 
by the influences of place or politics, or pecuniary recom- 
pense. They were selected for their competence, their 
piuity, and their disinterestedness. They went to work 
con amore^ and they helped the governor to oompr^end 
the nature of the disease and the effectual treatment, which 
he applied with the strict rigour of an upright man. But^ 
alas ! he did not survive to witness the cure he initiated. 
Had Sir Charles, like a large proportion of public men, 
stopped the mouth of public remonstrance by appointing a 
commission of inquiry &om amongst the class whose mal- 
versations were the '^ head and front'' of the general discon- 
tent, he would have erected an antecedent edition of the 
Crimean screen, and protected himself from public reproach 
by a solemn mockery. But the men he called into his councils 
were the manager of the principal banking establishment in 
the Australian colonies, and a partner in an eminent Ibglish 
firm-— men of eminent financial ability, without the slightest 
political leaven or party connexion. The public admired his 
honest determination, and appreciated the wise selection he 
made. 
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&ir Charks resolred, as soon u possible, to make himself, 
in as far as he could, master of hia position. He came in 
erery morning with the punctualiiy of a clerk, and worked 
most assiduoaaly all day long in investigating every branch 
of the public aerrice, scrutinising sceptically and closely the 
macluQeiy, the records, and accounts of each department in 
torn. And when he made his rounds at head -quarters, he 
planned a thorough campaign through the diggings. Before 
&e arrangements for the dig^gs tour. Sir Charles officiated 
as tiia founder of one of the noblest Yictorian institutions, 
the Melbourne University. This was, I believe, his first ap- 
pearance in a, public capacity since hia inauguration ; and in 
the presence of a considerable assemhl^e, comprising the 
^ta of the city, he laid the fonndation-stone of the first 
grand school of the arts and sciences in the southern hemi- 
vphere. But while hia was a mere formal and mechanical act^ 
the honour and glory of the project, from the original ideal 
conception to the first practical step, is not only eminently, 
but entirely, due to Mr. Bedmond Barry, one of the judges 
of the Supreme Court, a gentleman equally distinguished for 
hia lore in polite literature and classical attainments as for 
Iu8 forensic acquirementa ; an admirer and patron of the fine 
arts, and a volunteer in the van of every movement calcu- 
lated to cultivate the public taste, to enlarge and instruct 
the public mind, or enhance the just appreciation of true 
Bocial refinement. Some cynics of the day took eiception 
to the proceeding, as beiug altogether premature, like to 
IjuOding the oven before the wheat was over-ground. But 
even taking it .on this comparison, I think that an examina- 
tion of the analogy will justify the act. A prudent man 
voold rather put hia bread to bake in a aeaaoned than in a 
^een oven ; better have the mortar act before the fire ia lit, 
and better, I maintain, have the university developed and 
matured in all its branchea before the students are placed 
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within its fane to be endowed with the final stamp of educa- 
tional perfectibility. 

Sir Charles, in the masonic character, afforded another 
proof of his inadaptability to popular representation. He 
was not found to propitiate the sweet voices of the oipolloi, 
or kindle a spark of enthusiasm in any heart as a civil func- 
tionary, whatever he might have done amongst the blue- 
jackets, calling on them from the quarter-deck while bearing 
down upon the enemy. He handled the hammer and trowel 
like a marionette, and let drop a few sentences as if they 
were uttered by a being from his inside. Nevertheless, the 
affair went off ship-shape, and the taciturn cavalcade moved 
off as it came, like a respectable funeral. 

All the best people in the colony — ^ladies and gentlemen*- 
made their calls at Torrak, and many people called there too 
— male and female— who, up to their mature years, never 
trod on a carpeted floor. I am told poor Lady Hotham was 
bewildered, and Heaven knows she was to be pitied in going 
through the ordeal of receiving some of the stalwart dames 
and strapping girls, who, I heard, had their names inscribed 
on the visitors' list at the viceregal residence ; ladies — save 
the mark — ^who went in low evening costume to make their 
morning calls, sopping up the nervous perspiration in the 
hall with thick bandanas, while the footman was announcing 
their outlandish names, and then running up to shake hands 
"with her Excell-lency " like "anythink," "hoping, at the 
same time, she'd give a call the first day she'd come in," or 
words to that effect. Sir Charles gave dinner-parties every 
week, selecting his guests without any reference to their 
political tendencies; and though he exercised a certain 
amount of exclusive discrimination, he also showed, by cer- 
tain of his invitations, that probity and decent respectability, 
without the accessories of rank or station, were suflELcient of 
themselves to secure the entree to his table. Nothing could 
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have been in better taste than his entertainments, as I un- 
derstand ; if anything were wanting, it was a little unbend- 
ing on the part of the host — a slight dash of the exquisite 
a&bility of the hostess ; but because he did not take the 
hall door off the hinges, and let the whole mob rush in 
helter-skelter to eat and swill, he was designated by the most 
opprobrious of epithets. 

Before Sir Charles started for the diggings, he and Lady 
Hotham were invited to a tradesman's ball at the Cjqiterion. 
If he could have declined with propriety I dare say he would, 
at least in so far as his lady was concerned, for he had seen 
enough of the middling classes in and around Melbourne to 
discern that they had lately emerged from the lowest levels 
of the community ; and with all the coarseness pertaining to 
their former habits and associations, they superadded the 
intolerable obtrusiveness of purse-proud arrogance. They en- 
tertained crude notions of American equality, and, in order 
to compensate themselves for the long arrears of early years, 
they were only too well disposed to outstrip not only " the 
modesty of nature," but all the decencies and amenities of 
conventional life. They were well aware that very many of 
what may be denominated the better orders came to the 
colony under stress of circumstances, to see and amend their 
fortunes, and they lost no opportunity of taunting them in- 
directly by insolent and ridiculous displays of their un- 
bounded affluence. But, notwithstanding all these circum- 
stances, the governor and his lady attended this antipodean 
type of " high life below stairs," where they found an assem- 
blage of hard-brushed, shiny-haired operatives, publicans, 
corporations, and small shopkeepers, with their wives and 
daughters, girthed in silk or satin, and moist with mock 
eau-de-Cologne and Macassar. "Where was Leech, that he 
was not present to portray the tumultuous group that 
rushed up to welcome the viceregal party at its entrance, 
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giying bold prominendb in the foreground to the elated alder- 
man and spouse, who carried off Sir Charles and Lady to the 
refreshment-counter, remarking, en passant, in the words of 
the young middy, " It's hot, me lady?" What fol- 
lowed I had from the lips of one in the group. Alderman, 
thumping the counter, '' Now thin, what'U yer Excell-lencies 
have— stiff or limber?*' " Take an old hand's ad?ice," in- 
terposed the aldermaness, giving a suggestive pluck to Lady 
Hotham's gown, " an' try a brandy cocktail, it's mate, drink, 
washin' an' lodgin' all in one." It was a trying moment for 
the rear-admiral, and the starch crackled in his necktie; 
but his lady, with the consummate tact of her sex, raised the 
dorsal elevator to her lips. The company was undiluted by 
any, even the most trifling, admixture of the upper-crust 
class, and the position of the viceregal party was all the more 
irksome on that account, surrounded &om start to finish 
with relays of the same sort, and under the continual con- 
straint of reply to some absurd observations. Perhaps they 
were partially amused looking on at the grotesque gymnastics 
of their dance, which resembled nothiag in the world that I 
can bring to mind so much as the awkward bobbing and 
jostling of empty bottles in a water-butt : polking with an 
Irish jig step, performing the schottische in the style of the 
Highland fling, and waltzing like so many Westmoreland 
wrestlers. 

I derived a wicked enjoyment in the corrobboree,* so far as 
I was personally concerned, but I really pitied the guests, 
and felt as if a load was removed from my heart when they 
departed ; after which, in a joyous spirit of mad revelry, 
I went in for a squeeze and '^double-shuffle" with some 
of the succulent spinsters, whose perfumery was beginning to 
succumb to odours of a very different nature, and I made a 

* Conoblxvee is a fes^ve gathering of fhe natives of Australia — a ranting, 
roaring jubilee. 
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regular night of it. This I may say was the finale of those 
incongruous reunions in Melbourne, in which there was so 
little real enjoyment, so little blending of feeling betwixt the 
classes brought together for the nonce. They may go off 
smoothly in America, where the democratic sentiment is 
coeval with the birth of the nation, or in !France, where 
suavity and politeness are imbibed at the breast by the 
infant, be it peer or peasant. But with the bull-necked 
family of Mr. Bull, nurtured each in his own grade of the 
great aristocratic establishment, I fear the day is far distant 
when any such genial amalgamation will take place ; and this, 
be it known, I say, without tuft-hunting predilections, for I 
was evermore an humble advocate of popular rights, and 
often severed myself from my early associates firom the 
zealous earnestness with which I identified myself in their 
struggles for civil and religious liberty, suffering on one 
occasion heavy fine and long imprisonment for an honest, 
but perhaps intemperate, speech. I therefore trust I may 
be acquitted of entertaining any feeling bordering on dis- 
respect for the hereditary bondsman. I always was, and 
stiU am, an admirer of the people ; but the people in their 
proper place. The people overhead would be like a sugar- 
loaf on its apex. The people must be the base, and not the 
summit, of all stable government. It is the natural order of 
things. A flock of wild geese in the air, a flock of sheep on 
the earth, or a shoal of porpoises in the sea, all have leaders. 
So have the Bed Indians, the black Ethiopians, and the 
blonde Esquimaux, and so would have a colony of Celts or 
Saxons placed on a remote and independent island. But as 
continuous change in all sublunary institutions is equally an 
ordinance of Providence, proved by tradition and history, I 
am firmly convinced that in the slow revolutions of time the 
people too will get their spell. I believe democracies, how- 
ever pure, eventually tend to monarchy, and vice versd; and 



64 LIFE IN TICTOEIA. 

I as firmly believe that somewhere about the time that 
republican institutions will preyail in Bussia, we may see an 
autocrat reigning despotically under the stars and stripes. 
But still no less firmly do I believe that the staid, wise, and 
timely concession made to the people under the improved 
interpretation of the British constitution will, if followed out 
by succeeding generations, save the country from violent 
revolution, and lead on salutary change by such finely- 
tempered mutations, that, Hke the skilful shading of a mas- 
terly picture, no bad line will be discernible. 
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the most indispensable appurtenances of a gold-field — 
water ; for, so far from there being an adequate supply for 
properly developing the rich resources of the place, there 
was not anything like a sufficiency for ordinary domestic 
purposes, and, after the few stagnant pools and holes in the 
district were emptied of their contents, even drinking-water 
had to be sought at a distance of eight miles. Under such 
circumstances, it was not to be expected that a large perma- 
nent population would settle down there, for, in addition to 
the drawbacks already mentioned, the adjacent country was 
sterile and uninviting, without even a feature of attraction 
for the eye* There was one important discovery, however, 
made, but not properly appreciated at the time, which was 
that of rich and extensive quartz reefis, scarcely second to 
any in the colony. They have been subsequently worked, 
but only, I may say, in a desultory way, owing to the 
scarcity of water ; should that element, however, be rendered 
abundant at a future day, either by aqueducts or Artesian 
wells, or should smelting or any other such process of 
disintegration be discovered, the riches locked up in the 
mineral ranges of Tarrangoner alone would suffice for a 
respectable empire. It was on the strength of this pro* 
spect, I suppose, that a sanguine section of Yictorians de- 
termined on settling down and establishing a considerable 
township in the locality, bidding against each other — ^to the 
supreme delight of the Government — ^for building allotments 
in this sandy, stony, thirsty place, as if there was not elbow- 
room elsewhere, and calling into existence the town of 
Maiden, where, amongst other investments, one individual 
erected a public-house at an outlay of 8000Z. 

Since the ebb of the great rush, there has been only a scant 
population, and very little doing in alluvial working, quarts 
being the principal source of its wealth, numbers of people 
earning a good livelihood by cracking it with common ham- 
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mers, or pounding it in doUies — ^a simple contrivance, con- 
structed of a rude balance lever, made to act on the stump of 
a tree, by pulling it down with a rope, and letting it rebound 
after giving the blow, the blow falling on a common iron 
grating placed over a hollow in the stump, from which the 
crushed stuff is taken by means of a hand-hole cut in the 
side. These machines can crush five hundred-weight of 
quartz daily, and where the stone is rich, as in Tarrangoner, 
can be made to yield good wages. Dollies are still very 
generally used in testing reefs before parties venture on the 
expense of erecting costly machinery. There are now some 
large steam quartz- crushing- mills in Tarrangoner, &om 
which we constantly hear of marveUous returns ; but they, 
too, are sadly cramped in their operations &om the want 
of water. 

Later in 1854 there were two other immense rushes^ 
which have, I may say, resulted in established permanent 
gold-fields. I allude to Maryborough and the Avoca, both 
being nearly west from Castlemaine, and to the northward 
of the great dividing range. The former is chiefly remark- 
able for a great lead, called the Adelaide Lead, which ran 
straight through hill and reef with scarcely a divergence, 
like an artificial canaL It was very rich in places, but 
when worked out, the glory of the field passed its culmi- 
nating point. There were several minor leads and patches, 
and many good average quartz reefs intersect the field, but 
in the present expensive and imperfect process it is not 
considered they would repay the enterprise of working 
them. The day, however, wiU come when the township 
(called Maryborough, too) will resume those pristine pre- 
tensions from which it has so lamentably receded of late i^ 
favour of Carisbrook, now the sole capital of the district, 
and one of the most promising and picturesquely situated 
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towns in the entire colony. It is situated in the centre of a 
rich, fertile, and beautiful country, characteristically called 
Ayoca, where gold was discoyered in 1853, but it was not 
until the following year that the great wave of digging tide 
broke and rippled oyer its surface. It has not proved itself 
to be a field for yielding up leviathan fortunes, but there is, 
to my thinking, as even an average of prosperity to be .found 
there, and as fair a distribution of comfort and contentment, 
as on any other field in the colony, in corroboration of which 
I may refer to the large and steady population which have 
made it their home. The quartz reefs there are auriferous 
above the average, and are worked to a considerable extent, 
and to great apparent advantage, if one may form an idea 
from the external circumstances of the several parties en- 
gaged in the pursuit. 

It was the sweet physical aspect of the country, though, 
that presented the great allurement to me, enthusiast as I 
am about the beauties of nature ; not that I am by any 
means indifferent either to her hidden charms, in which 
respect I may quote the lines of Tommy Moore — ^in refer- 
ence to ladies' high dresses, I suppose — 

All that mystery loves to screen, 
Fancy, like faith, adores unseen ; 

but still it was impossible not to be struck in the first 
instance with the lovely hills, and dells, and dales, and 
lawns, and lakes, and rivers, and prattling streamlets, 
backed by the bold ranges of the Pyrenees, or to resist an 
emotion of sadness akin to that one would feel for a fair 
girl prostrate under the ravages of the small-pox, on seeing 
the soft, smooth surface of the primeval sod torn and dug 
remorselessly up into scars and holes by hordes of ruthless 
men delving and peering into the earth, as if they were 
utterly unaware there was a heaven above them, or the 
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peace-creating treasures of a bountiful Providence on every 
side around them, while toiling and digging to obtain that 
which really, as well as metaphorically, is the root of all 
evil, the sourpe of all envy, the cause of aU strife, and war, 
and bloodshed, and butchery, except the small balances of 
misfortune which jilted Lotharios will put to poor dear 
woman's account. 

There is no more fertile land in Victoria than that in the 
Avoca district, with its fine river of the same name, and the 
numerous rivulets and brooks running down from the flanks 
of the Pyrenees to water it. Several squatting stations are 
distributed throughout, most of them with gardens, abound- 
ing in the finest and most luscious fruits of Australia, the 
warmth and shelter of tbe many sunnny nooks and valleys 
producing those peculiar, in a general way, to the higher 
latitudes of the Sydney neighbourhood. So far as I have 
seen, I cannot help regarding it as the natural garden of Vic- 
toria, reminding me, as it does, in many of its lovely features, 
of the " Sweet Vale" which the bard of Erin has immorta- 
lised in his Irish Melodies. 

It is so many chapters back since I adverted to the gold- 
fields, I thought it right to keep the reader advised, as we 
went along, of the progress of discovery, and, having done so, 
I will now proceed to notice the governor's tour. As soon 
as it was authoritatively known that such was his intention, 
it diffused unmitigated joy amongst the diggers, who, per- 
perpetually crammed by the press and itinerant agitators 
with the idea that they were really regarded as an inferior 
and despicable class by the governing powers, were all but 
confirmed in this rankling notion when the announcement 
was confirmed. They regarded it as the dawning of a new 
era, never before having had the honour of a gubernatorial 
visit ; and it savoured so much, besides, of a special compli- 
ment for Sir Charles, who was not full two months in the 
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colony, not only to come amongst them himself, but take his 
lady also, that it salved over all the old sores, and produced 
an amount of satisfaction that burst into unbounded enthu- 
siasm when the distinguished couple made their appearance. 
The diggers hugged themselves with the notion that their 
grievances, as well as their remonstrances, had reached the 
governor's cognisance, and that one of the main objects of 
his mission was to satisfy himself thoroughly on the point 
before he proceeded to redress them. Thus they were in the 
most cordial and genial of humours, quite ready to cry quits 
for the past, and to be reasonable in their expectations of 
amendment for the future. It was a pity that this excellent 
feeling, like Irish reciprocity, was all on one side, and a 
greater pity still, that they were led to form most erroneous 
ideas from a fair literal interpretation of the sentiments ad- 
dressed to them by the governor in reply to the congratu- 
latory addresses which were showered in upon him. And 
what more than anything else forced me to dwell in sadness 
on this feeling, was the fine, generous, forgiving disposition 
manifested by the diggers on that occasion, for, while setting 
forth their plaints, they abstained from heaping odium or re- 
proach on those whom they really regarded as their perse- 
cutors. This forbearance was the emanation of a noble 
spirit, which should and could have been turned to better 
account than lawless rebellion. 

As soon as the modest cortege of the viceregal party was 
discerned by the expectant diggers, there arose a loud shout 
of welcome, which was echoed and re-echoed from hill and 
glen, from flat and gully, until all Ballarat was one wild 
hurrah of rejoicing. The first impulse of the people was to 
detach the horsies from the carrii^e and draw it themselves, 
but against this proceeding Sir Charles protested with com- 
plimentary tact, to the effect that he wished to see people 
more suitably employed than as beasts of burden. The sen- 
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timent was duly appreciated, and responded to by a genuine 
cheer, a Milesian giant— -the leader of the multitude — ^at the 
same time thrusting his arm into the carriage and shaking his 
Excellency lustily by the hand. Sir Charles then requested 
his Irish friend to direct the carriage towards some of the best 
of the adjacent gullies, and when it had proceeded as far as 
the horses could find firm footing, both he and Lady Hotham 
descended, while every hat, cap, and caubeen in the crowd 
ascended on the wings of a roar of ecstasy. Sir Charles took 
bis lady on his arm, having a large crook-headed stick in the 
opposite hand, but of this his Milesian friend very quickly and 
unceremoniously deprived him, to keep a lane open for their 
advance, addressing humorous apostrophes to the people and 
their distinguished visitors, which relieved the procession of all 
dulness and formality ; and on coming to a muddy space where 
the path was too miry to walk over, having no cloak or coat 
to throw under her footsteps, like a courtly knight of yore, 
he caught up Lady Hotham bodily with impulsive gallantry, 
and, seating her on his shoulder, carried her across amidst 
a tumult of admiration quite impossible to describe. 

Come to Canadian G-ully, buckets of rich washing-stuff 
were hoisted up from the claim and examined by Sir Charles 
who was astonished at seeing numerous golden particles in 
the dirt. One fine nugget challenged particular observation, 
and this Pat picked out with his fingers and presented in 
a most gracious manner to Lady Hotham, although he had 
no interest whatsoever in the claim. The operation of pud- 
dling and cradling was then gone through, to the great aatis- 
faction^f the viceregal pair, who expressed their warm thanks, 
Sir Charles emphatically asking, '' What can I do for you, my 
&iends, in seturn for your kindness p" whereupon the ready- 
witted Celt, bowing respectfully, impressively replied, " Abo- 
lish the license-tax.'* This was the signal for renewed 
cheering; and as there was an expressed anxiety to have a 
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reply, Sir Charles informed the multitude that if they would 
accompany him to the camp, where he intended to address 
them, they would learn his sentiments on the matter. 

Well, they did accompany him, and listened with evident 
satisfaction to the deliherate expressions of their goyemor 
on that occasion. At the dejeiiner next day, also, he again 
deliyered himself plainly, and made known what he said 
were his feelings, without any diplomatic mysticism or back- 
reading phraseology, erecting himself by his candour into a 
very mundane deity, for whom every digger in Ballarat would 
have battled unto death. During his stay he visited several 
claims, witnessing the process of gold-digging and gold- wash- 
ing in all its varieties * and as the diggers, in their pride and 
innocence of heart, always brought him to the richest, he left 
the locality under undue and exaggerated ideas of the general 
income of the digging community. He also, during his stay, 
looked closely into the official routine, and made the closest 
inquiries about the outgoings and the incomings of every 
department, the system of checks over the difTerent reel'* 
pients of fines and fees, and the discretional exercise of pur- 
chasing in the commissariat particularly. 

If I was disposed to indulge in the science of bookmaking, 
I could easily spin a half-dozen chapters by giving details 
of the viceregal progress through the other fields, inter- 
spersed with liberal extracts from the reported addresses and 
speeches, but I am not so inclined ; I wish to continue with^ 
and take leave of, the reader on friendly terms, and I will, 
therefore, eschew any lengthened particulars. The feeling per- 
vading the diggers was the same throughout. Sir Charles was 
most flatteringly received at Maryborough, then overflowing 
with a population busy at the new rush. At Castlemaine the 
reception was elaborate, elegant^, and enthusiastic, and the go- 
vernor's sentiments of sympathy would seem to have received 
confirmation since the commencement of his tour* It was in 
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thifl oeigbbourhood he saw for the firat time the Chinese ele- 
ment, which evea then was beginning to create loud munnura 
of discontent from the numbers that had settled down there, 
and the avowal made by the strangers that legions were still 
to come. I thought at the time it was little better than a 
dog-in-the-manger ciy, as these people did not attempt open- 
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and the mtdtitude of unsopbisticated donkeys who dragged 
their new idol into Sandhurst : JEi Alexandras houletai einai 
theos, esto iheos. I thought of Sir Charles at the moment. 
He had only to choose the phase of divinity he wished to 
take, and he had not only the congregation, but every variety 
of denominatial minister to inaugurate the worship. But 
alas for the instability of sublunary impulses as well as 
institutions, the crowd relapsed into contumacy before they 
emerged from the category of neophytes. 

The prodigious expanse of the metropolitan gold-field 
excited the wonder of the governor, who did not fail to re- 
mark on the comfortable and affluent appearance of its great 
population. As usual, he visited some of the most renowned 
gullies to see his disciples at work, and, with their customary 
pride and infatuation, they conducted him to the best-paying 
claims ; and in some instances I am given to understand that, 
not content with exhibiting the wash stujQT in its natural 
state, the parties peppered it over with fistfuls of gold-dust 
in order to make the sight more wonderful, little imagining, 
while thus "exciting his most especial wonder," the full 
effects that would ensue from their innocent demonstration* 
Sir Charles appeared highly pleased with the general state of 
affairs in the Bendigo district, and reiterated his former 
promises of taking the digging interests under his win^, and 
cultivating the kind feeling they evinced towards him and 
his Government. 

M'lvor was the next and last of the diggings included in 
the tour, and in his drive thither Sir Charles was delighted 
in contemplating the pleasing scenery and the noble tracts 
of magnifijcent land which he passed over on his journey, the 
fine flats stretching along the margin of Bendigo Creek, and 
the wide-spread alluvial plains and basins watered by Axe 
Creek and the Campaspie river. 

There was, perhaps, more of organisation in the reception 
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at Heathcote than in any of the others accorded him, but it 
lacked nothing of their warmth or cordiality. The officials 
here appeared to Tie with the diggers in their demonstrations 
of loyalty and affection, carrying their emulation to an extent 
which did not seem to be exactly relished by the governor, 
" over-toasting the cheese," as it were, and superinducing a 
slight secretion of gubernatorial bile which tinged every 
sight and occurrence that came under his observation daring 
the visit. Although there was nothing observably wrong or 
out of joint either in the field or in the official regions, Sir 
Charles did not seem to derive his usual satis&ction, par- 
ticularly, it is said, in the latter sphere, during his investiga- 
tions. There was always a cold curl about his nose, a corru- 
gation on his brow, and a harshness in his tone, altogether in- 
compatible with pleasurable emotions. It was also remarked 
that in his splenetic temperament he indulged in untimely 
prying, for which his hosts were not at all prepared, and by 
which he was very far from being either gratified or satisfied. 
And to so unusual and unprecedented extent did he carry his 
querulous petulance, that he positively took his chief enter- 
tainer to task for providing him with an over-sumptuous 
dinner — one, he insinuated, out of all character or proportion 
with the income he properly derived from his salary — a most 
unkind cut in return for a recherche banquet fit for an 
epicurean feast — one, too, carrying no small quantity of gold 
in solution, if there were no precious stones cast into the 
goblets. But Sir Charles pecked instead of eating ; he sipped 
only, while others drank freely, of the dear creamy beverage ; 
and far from enjoying the bouquet of a most splendid dessert, 
he seemed to breathe in sniffs, as if his olfactory nerves were 
offended by some foul stench or other. Like the man under 
the knout, '^ hit high or low, there was no pleasing him ;" he 
extracted food for animadversion from everything he examined 
about the camp, from the commissioners down to the com- 
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luissariat-office, even going the length of invading the sacred 
precincts of the magisterial bench, where a censorious friend 
of mine assured me he recited the following jealous verse, 
with his finger significantly laid upon his nose, in reference 
to the disposal of the magisterial fines : 

Here, Nan, you hussy, bring a light, 

What means this sword and hat ?- 
Something I'm certain is not right — 

By Heavens, I smell a rat ! 

Sir Charles certainly expended his welcome at M'lvor 
(camp), where, as they would say in my native country, 
" there were a great many dry eyes " at his departure. But, 
in as far as he and the diggers were concerned, he and they 
parted on the best possible terms. He travelled direct for 
Melbourne by the same road over which the reader and I 
have already journeyed in company, without having had a 
wayside call from my friend the overseer of the highways. 

It is my positive conviction that Sir Charles was actuated 
in making his early visit to the gold-fields in consequence of 
the explosive state of the digging community, and under the 
impression that the license-tax was equally onerous as vexa- 
tious ; and I also have some faint reason to believe that he 
had pretty well made up his mind to abolish it before he 
finally concluded on making his visit, but he thought it 
would be a good stroke of policy, and one calculated to 
engender popularity, if he went amongst the diggers in 
person and conceded the indulgence in a gracious and con- 
ciliatory manner. Under these impressions, and with this 
intention, I verily believe Sir Charles left Melbourne, tum-» 
ing over in his mind, as well as he could while joltiQg over 
the crab-holes, the most catching phrases in which to dis- 
pense the boon. But when our friend Pat, in the first 
instance, took him to a claim, in the wash-dirt of which the 
nuggets were as thick and perceptible as currants in a 
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pudding, yielding aa mnch aa ono pound weight of gold to a 
single tub, hia orig^l reaolution was conBiderably staggered, 
for he began to think that men who could enrich themeelres 
80 rapidly ought not to demur to a tax of SOs. per month, 
which went in lieu of royalty as well as revenue. This was 
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and retrench that expenditure, and as soon as the state of 
the colonial exchequer enabled him to do so, he would 
abolish the license-tax, but not till then." 

If Sir Charles had been thus explicit and above-board, I 
beliere in mj soul the diggers would haye acceded to the de- 
ferred hope with cheerful alacrity, and that he would not 
have subtracted a scintilla from the mutuaUj good under- 
standing that had grown up between them. But with all 
his natural nerve and disciplined s^lf-reliance, he lacked the 
very deep-seated moral fortitude requisite to make so bold a 
declaration in the midst of such transports of sanguine ex- 
pectation^ He deferred the decree, and received homage in 
advance for what he never intended to perform, guilty 
beyond all exculpation of a crime tantamount to receiving 
money under false pretences. 

Sir Charles in his cabinet was quite a different individual 
to Sir Charles in company with big Pat and hiB posse eomi- 
tatus ; and equally different were his deeds in council from 
his words in the gold-fields, for, exactly two days after his 
arrival in town, he caused despatches to be forwarded to 
every camp in the diggings, " directing the commissioners 
and police to go out every second day to collect the license- 
tax, and to enforce its payment in every instance with the 
utmost rigidity ;" or in somewhat similar terms, for I do not 
pretend to convey more than the general scope of the com- 
munication. Had a bombshell, or, rather, had the comet of 
1857, three years before its time, whisked its tail over 
Yictoria, the surprise could not have been greater than 
that caused by the promulgation of this insane order, and no 
Amazon filched of her virtue in a broken promise of mar- 
riage could have been more rabidly inflamed with indigna- 
tion than the deluded diggers, for it was a decided aggrava- 
tion of a broken promise of marriage, equal to an imputa^ 
tion of previous unchasteness, not only to continue the tax, 
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but to increase its odiousness by the increased frequency of 
its collection. Digger-hunting in the days of Mr. Latrobe 
was a fortnightly proceeding, and never under any circum- 
stances recurred at less than weekly intervals ; but under 
the decree of the saviour, the deliverer, the idol of the 
diggers, and in return for their outpourings of welcome and 
hospitality, the "meets" were arranged to come off every 
other day, and no quarter to be given. To do the diggers 
justice, they laughed the report to scorn when it was first 
bruited abroad, as brave, confiding men should do. But 
when it came to be confirmed, they vowed their vengeance 
openly, as duped but determined men might be supposed 
to do. 

The best Mends of the governor deplored his ingratitude 
as well as his infatuation. Impassive men became antago- 
nistic, his few opponents became active enemies, and the 
press, which theretofore had been unusually tolerant, joined 
in a triple howl of execration. I say triple howl, because, 
since my last notice of the fourth estate, a new and able daily 
organ had arisen in the Age, which broke the shell as an 
evangelical emanation, but, as the " spirit was wanting" as 
weU as the sinews, it discarded the shovel-hat, the black coat, 
the white choker, and every other garment, even unto the 
last pin of supeivsanctified hypocrisy, and came before the 
world in the plain garb of a people's journal, making its 
entree — I must say, with Al&ed Jingle — under some curious 
coincidences, inasmuch as the two men principally concerned 
in its literary management voluntarily underwent a similar 
transmutation, abandoning the trade of beating " the dram 
ecclesiastic" for a strum on the popular banjo, changing 
their key from the pulpit whine to the ore rotundo of public 
declamation, and, with a degree of undeniable talent quite 
on a par with their boldness and versatility, both these men 
have succeeded in establishing themselves, single-handed (if 
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I ma J say bo), in the face of reyerses and a fierce opposition^ 
in which J myself lent a hand, as leading journalists, popu* 
lar lecturers, and — ^I was all but saying independent — mem- 
bers of the Legislative Assembly. 

Yes, the press, city and country, came out in a series of 
fiercely sustained denunciating tirades against the Govern- 
ment in general and Sir Charles in particular, hounding on 
the infuriated diggers to deeds of violence, and patting on 
the back a parcel of peripatetic agitators, who, without a 
particle of real sympathy for the diggers, kept screwing 
them up to concert pitch by frothy, bombastic orations 
crammed full of lies and exaggerations, and who, more like 
enemies than friends, only moved on as they wasted the 
country around them. So long as a couple of shillings could 
be caught to jingle, there they remained, thirsty fixtures ; 
but the moment it came to "hat," et prceterea nihil, they 
proceeded in quest of fresh flocks — I scarce know whether to 
denominate them sheep or pigeons — and commenced fanning 
the embers into a flame, and inciting honest, industrious men 
to deeds of lawlessness and violence, in which they themselves 
had not the most remote idea of co-operating. 

I wiU now devote a few pages to non-political matters, but 
which, at the same time, are important in their way. About 
the middle of September, 1854i, the Melbourne and Hobson's 
Bay Bailway was opened for traffic, and, afber various inter- 
ruptions, commenced, and has latterly sustained, its opera- 
tions, with constantly increasing accommodation at both ends 
for facilitating its commerce. It certainly does not present 
a favourable example of the superior care or economy of pri- 
vate enterprise as contradistinguished from Government 
work, for I believe it would be a matter of impossibility to 
discover, in all the annals of railway bungling* and cor- 
ruption, so flagrant an instance of infamous engineering and 

* Always exceptmg the Helboame and GedoDg line. 
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reckless expenditure as the one furnished by this railway on 
the occasion of its being delivered up a finished job to the 
directors* 

This line is only two miles long over a dead level, without 
a single engineering difficulty of any description, save the 
bridge over the Tarra ; yet, under these favourable circum- 
stances, and getting the whole of the land as a gift from G-o- 
vemment, it cost — "oh, spades of my ancestors!'* as the 
king's gardener once exclaimed — the tidy sum of 180,000/., 
or 90,000/. per mile for laying a double line of rails on the 
surface of a bowling-green. Let me lay before the reader a 
short extract from a prize essay on internal communication, 
written by a clever, discerning engineer employed upon that 
line, to show English contractors and shareholders how 
things were managed in Victoria in its early days : " The 
works of this railway are alleged to have cost the share- 
holders 180,000/. ; say 100,000/. more than they could con* 
tract to have them done for. For, will the public believe, 
will the shareholders believe, that every pile driven on the 
banks of the river, at the Melbourne station, cost 5/. for 
driving only ; that their carting from Sandridge alone cost 
from 2/. to 4/. each more ; and that the cost of the pile itself, 
exclusive of handling and landing at Sandridge, cost from 5s. 
to 6s. per foot, exclusive of rings and shoes used in driving; 
that the planking on these piles cost 2s. per cube, for simply 
nailing them to the piles ; that two of the culverts cost 872/. 
each for labour only ; that thousands (I believe 6000/.) were 
paid as compensation or disappointment ^oney to the con- 
tractors of the pier at Sandridge, after they had executed 
about a fourth of a contract, the gross of which was about 
10,000/., and which, had they been compelled to complete, 
according to their specification, they would have been ruined 
men ; that the foundation walls which «tand at the head of 
lElizabeth-street cost, together with compensation money and 

TOL. II. a 
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Bome little material, 8000Z., when the building of the stone 
terminus was abandoned on which they had already spent 
this money, and the completion of which had been contracted 
for at ISjOOOZ., yet abandoned with 8000Z. spent on it, in 
order that some 5000/. more should be laid out on the 
wooden buildings which now supply its place." 

Eut under those shameful send adverse circumstances it is 
now a greatly improved and most prosperous concern, with 
its shares at a very high premium. At its start it offered no 
Tery serious opposition in its merchandise traffic from the bay 
to the old established system of lighterage by the river, be- 
cause the goods had to be lightered from the ships to the 
railway pier, which then was of very limited ertent; but 
latterly it has been gradually extended into the bosom of the 
bay, so that ships of the largest size can lie alongside afloat 
•at low water and discharge with entire safety, enjoying every 
modern convenience for expediting the operation, as railway 
.trucks come close up receiving the goods direct over the 
chip's side, and taking them up either to the spacious stores 
of the company in the city, or delivering them on a fine loading 
stage, whence they can be carted to those of the consignees. 
These late improvements are mainly attributable to the in- 
fusion of new and wholesome blood into t^ direction, and 
must, in conjunction with the Williamstown line (which 
will soon be at work), eventuate in the complete shutting up 
of the rirer trade, unless some such scheme as I shadowed 
forth in a former chapter be carried to completion. 

I have no record of the transaction, but I think it was 
about the same period that some plethoric English capitalists 
succeeded, through their agent, a Mr. Qabrielli, in nego- 
tiating two large loans, which took his name : one with the 
Melbourne corporation, of 525,000?., and the other with that 
of Q-eelong, of 200,000Z., at 6 per cent, interest, guaranteed 
by Government, and redeemable in twenty-one years, by 
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annual payments of 34i,524Z. When these loans were con- 
eluded, civic honours rushed up to a tremendous premium ; 
men with large appetites, in a physical as well as a financial 
sense, became suddenly ambitious of entering the town 
council; even the late mayor, who had twice previously 
filled the civic chair, came forward a third time for selection, 
and all the pet corporate contractors got quite up in their 
stirrups at the pecuniary prospect. And well they might, 
for they truly foresaw what was to follow, for the unsightly 
and useless catacombs called the Western Market, and those 
wanton and uncalled for cuttings called Bonden's Folly, are 
the barren grayes of this enormous sum. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

Anxiety of Sir Charles — Populax Apprehensions and Discontent — Murders 
and Robberies — ^Early Meeting of Parliament— Proceedings at the open- 
ing of the Session — Inconsistency of the Land-opening Advocates—- 
Magisterial Corruption a fresh Element of Discontent — 5000^ the 
Market value of a bare License to sell Drink— Indiscreet Bevelations — 
The Eureka Hotel — Popular Anger at the Goings-on there— Opening of 
the Victorian Exhibition — ^A few Mems concerning it — Its present Use 
and future Destiny — Bently Eureka Hotel burnt by the Diggers — Proxi- 
mate Cause of the Outrage — Inquest on the murdered Man — Unparalleled 
Decision of the presiding Magistrate — Rage and Astonishment of the 
Crowd — Fomented by American Filibusters — A Sketch of this Class — 
How Australia was freed from their Presence — Heartless Swindle — Sir 
Charles orders a new Investigation of the Murder — The Populace take 
the Law into their own Hands — The Scene at the Conflagration — Flight 
of Bently on Denes's Horse — Denes's Audacity. 

That Sir Charles felt anxious and uncomfortable about the 
state of public feeling at this time (Sept., 1854) there can be 
no manner of doubt. The land question was strenuously and 
persistently agitated by the more substantial and respectable 
classes, while tbe wild ferment which ensued from his con- 
duct regarding the license-tax, assiduously fomented as it 
was by the incessant digger-hunting, engendered serious 
anticipations in the minds of reflecting men. There was also 
another cause of well-grounded public discontent, in which all 
were unanimous in their condemnation of the Government, 
which was the continued sufferance of the ticket-of-leaye 
system in the face of repeated murders of the most atrocious 
character, and the very rapid spread of the most heinous 
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denominations of crime, all palpably and distinctly traceable 
to Van Diemenian visitors. The press spoke out with one 
voice on this fearful subject, each morning furnishing the 
metropolitan broadsheets with fresh and frightful illustra- 
tions of the monstrosity of the toleration. People in the 
most populous suburban districts lived in a constant state of 
insecurity; robberies and assassinations were of nightly 
occurrence round the outskirts of the city, particularly in 
what is called the Government Paddock — ^the head-quarters 
of the police establishment — and in the immediate vicinity 
of the episcopalian palace. Even yi the most frequented 
streets of Melbourne stabbing and sticking up became so 
rife that citizens did not care venturing out after dark. A 
friend of mine, Mr. E — w— -ds, was attacked early one even- 
ing nearly opposite the Post-office, in Great Bourke-street, 
and had his arm, which he raised in protection, pinned to 
his side, like the wing of a skewered fowl, by a dirk, which, 
driven through the fleshy part, was left sticking between the 
ribs. 

I am satisfied it was in consequence of his own and the 
general uneasiness on these subjects, that the governor de- 
termined on assembling the Parliament so much earlier than 
usual. Theretofore the end of November was the general 
time, but he caused summonses to be issued for the 21st of 
September. This proceeding, which though perhaps wise 
on the part of a ruler so newly in power, so far from tend- 
ing to allay the vague apprehension that previously existed, 
confirmed its reality, and an opinion became very prevalent 
that Sir Charles, eager to prove his statesmanship, contem- 
plated some grand stroke of policy, profound and compre- 
hensive in its character. Timid householders looked for- 
ward confidently to the banishment of Tasmanian cut- 
throats, the Bareacres family cast about for sheltered and 
luxuriant glades to nestle in, and the diggers flattered them- 
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sAyes tbat their bold clamour had produced the desired 
^ect. 

I recollect that I participated ta some extent in these 
ideas, in as far as the license-tax and ticket-of-leaye system 
trere concerned, but I never participated in the supposition 
that he would attempt dealing definitely with a measure of 
so important and enduring a character as the land question, 
with a nominee Parliament, on the ere of the ratification of 
the Yictoiian constitution. On the morning of the meeting 
of Parliament the neighbourhood of St. Patrick's Hall be* 
came a favourite place c^ resort, and as the hour of assembly 
drew near, a large crowd had congregated outside, and a 
finhionable audience filled the galleries of the hall; a quick- 
ened feeling of expectation pervaded the whole, but there 
was an utter absence of enthusiasm. There were soldiers, and 
aides-de-camp, and cannon to aid the effect of the viceregal 
approach, but the display and noise were all on one side ; the 
people were still, cold, and Eolent, and it struck me the* 
governor felt it — ay, even more than demonstrative dia* 
respect. However, he proceeded ta read the speech in un- 
faltering tone&, sustained to the last, even after he muert 
have been painfully aware of the contemptuous character of 
its reception — the only reception that could have been ac- 
corded it, for a more meagre, wishy-washy, milk-and-water, 
poorly composed state-paper, I believe never before ema- 
nated from any man in a like position. The members on the 
floor and visitors in the gallery were alike dumbfoundered ; 
all held their breath, not knowing what to think, and 
their tongues as well, not knowing what to say, and then 
—like the nonplused party in a certain popular poem — 

They looked each other's faces round, 

to strive and see their way out of the bewilderment whidi. 
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if possible, was aggravated by the mover of the address, an 
auriferous brewer (one of the city members), who, unfortu- 
nately for [himself, did not happen to be reared in the 
neighbourhood of a charter school. There followed some 
slight discussion, but no amendment was moved, and this most 
disagreeable and embarrassing scene was brought to a close 
after a very brief duration. 

I will not harass the reader with any detailed reference 
to the objurgations of the different disappointed parties, ex- 
cept the land growlers, and only them because of the 
grounds of postponement on which they relied. At a long 
subsequent period, when the final settlement of the ques- 
tion was debated — ^in 1854 — ^Mr. Fawkner and Mr. O'Shau- 
vs^j were amongst the loudest of the complaixxing parties 
at the ^^ indefinite postponement of the momentous ques- 
tion.'* They were pathetic on the miseries the enthralled 
state of the land entailed on the pec^le, and ominously pro- 
phetic of the storm that was brewing in the bowels of popu- 
lar discontent. Yet this same John Pascoe Eawkner, and 
this identical John O'Shaunassy, in the momentous debate 
in 1857, relied on postponement as the sheet-anchor of their 
arguments, urging, " that so broad a measure, and one in- 
volving so many deep and absorbing interests, should not 
be ultimately settled in the first popular Legislature elected 
under the new constitution," because, forsooth, the repre- 
sentation was too restricted in its basis, the members too 
few as compared with the population and the magnitude of 
the interests at stake. On these grounds, they most 
strenuously wrestled for the "indefinite" continuation of 
the public misery and disaffection until the new constitu- 
tion should be reformed, and a new electoral bill designed, 
amended, debated, adjourned, discujssed in committee, de- 
layed, approved, and royally assented, should be superadded 
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to the statute-book of Victoria — consistent, conscientious 
men ! themselves amongst the foremost of the framers of 
the defective constitution, too. Such is life I such are 
politics ! 

In addition to the discontent on the gold-fields arising 
out of the unfortunate license-tax, there was a new griev- 
ance most loudly complained of — ^the corruption of the 
gold-fields magistracy, many of whom were openly accused 
of receiving bribes, and of being influenced by pecuniary 
considerations in the granting of licenses for public-houses 
in the diggings townships, which were then the most pro- 
minent fields of enterprise, and where, in point of fact, a 
license was a positive undoubted fortune ; 5000/. was con- 
sidered the intrinsic worth of a bare legal permission to sell 
^fermented and spirituous liquors," and such was the 
amount, over and above the value of the freehold and fix- 
tures, for which a new house would have sold as soon as the 
proprietor was entitled to inscribe '' Licensed to sell" over 
his portal. I am myself cognisant of the fact that a sum of 
2000Z. was offered to a magistrate for the favour, but in so 
guarded a way as to leave him no other means of punishing 
the attempted subornation than by dismissing the applica- 
tion ; but while I am fully satisfied that the wholesale impu- 
tation was most unmerited, I lament to say that its un- 
doubted application extended beyond an individual case. 
Some few may read these pages who will remember a con- 
vivial party in Melbourne, in 1854, at which an official in 
the commission of the peace was so deplorably indiscreet as 
to vaunt above-board of the extensive interest he owned in 
publics in his neighbourhood, obtained in return for judicial 
services, calculating at the time with paper and pencil the 
probable large sum at which he could seU out. I was not 
more amazed at his insane folly than at the colonial mode of 
turning an honorary distinction to such profitable account. 
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It was extremely unfortunate, considering the peculiarly 
fevered state of the field, that one of the most gross and 
palpable' cases of this species of corruption should have ex- 
isted on Ballarat, where everything was in a state of tinder, 
ready to burst into a flame at the falling of the most spent 
spark. Yet in the very centre of the most disaffected and 
dangerous district there arose an hotel under notoriously 
suspicious circumstances, and one too that very soon became 
unenviably &mous for the bad characters it harboured, and 
the dark deeds that were incessantly being perpetrated on 
its premises. This was the Eureka Hotel, for which a 
person named Bently obtained a license, as was openly 
stated at the time, and proved afterwards before the diggings 
commission, under the terms of granting and conveying a 
joint interest in the concern to Mr. Denes, the resident 
magistrate at Ballarat at the time. This flagrant circum- 
stance, combined with the infamous character of the esta- 
blishment, increased the delirium in that district, and, if 
anything were wanting to intensify it more, it was the fact 
that this was the house where the oj£cials delighted in re- 
galing themselves after the fatigues of their digger-hunts. 

While matters were thus &st hastening to a deplorable 
crisis at the outposts, the city folks were thoroughly ab- 
sorbed in a splendid undertaking, characterising and en- 
couraging the peaceful, enlightened, and material progress of 
tbe colony in general; this was the Victorian Exposition, 
which, though projected during the Latrobe dynasty, was des- 
tined to be inaugurated by his successor. The building de* 
signed for this project is one of large dimensions and of a 
very imposing character. It was called '' The Exhibition 
Building," and is in form of a parallelogram, having projec- 
tions on each side at the extremities, with a flne portico at 
the western end. It is altogether composed of sash and 
glass-work, covered in by a grand semicircular roof of the 
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same materials. The interior presents a really fine appear- 
ance, which is much contributed to by the loflanass of the 
edifice ; handsome galleries run along either side, connect- 
ing two spacious compartments, admirably suitable on occa- 
sions for orchestral situations. 

GOhe arrangements for this great and novel colonial display 
were, naturally enough, copied from those which led to such 
successful results in the Great Exhibition of 1851, and con- 
ducted under the direction and supervision of a committee 
selected from amongst the most enlightened and distinguished 
citizens, Judge Barry being the guiding genius of t&e body. 
As in London, the building was subdiyided into stalls, which 
were let out readily at very exorbitant rents, several being 
secured by exhibitors &om the adjoining colonies. Cata- 
logues were most carefully got up, and every other suitable 
preparation calculated to confer splendour and effect, not only 
on the opening ceremonial, but on the whole undertaking. 
Its collateral influences, too, were designed and elaborately 
carried out with consummate care and ability, reflecting infi- 
nite credit on the taste, genius, and attention of the manag- 
ing committee. 

Unfortunately for myself^ but, perhaps, much for the equa- 
nimity of my reader, I was absent, from indisposition, at; 
the '^ opening day,'' the 17th of October, 1854, when Sir 
Charles, in the presence of all the rank, fiishion, beauty, 
wealth, and other elements of consequence in the town and 
country of Victoria, assisted by considerable accessions from 
the contiguous colonies, cried '* Open, sesame 1" and threw 
open the portals of the Melbourne Exhibition to the palpi- 
tating public. People worked themselves into a state of very 
extravagant expectation from the formidable but myste- 
rious character of the preliminary goings on, every no^ and 
then getting exciting fillips from the obscure shakes of the 
head of the several Puffii who were employed within theinac- 
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oessible precincts of the temple in its piecursoiy state. But, 
although in nine cases out of toi highly-tinged eipectations 
aro doomed to disappointment, I did not hear with my own 
ears, or learn from any communication, a single expression of 
discontent or dissatisfaction, but, on the contrary, I listened 
with pleasure to the ebullxtioDS of astonishment from some 
£ishionable friends of mine lately aniyed from England, who 
were unable to contain their surprise at the distingu6 aspect 
and bearing of the crowded assemblage, so tat beyond their 
most sanguine imagLoingB. They were equally loud in their 
expressed admirations of the various works of art and skill 
which, in their way, could not be surpassed in beauty or 
workmaxL^p in the most classic capitab in the Old World, 
while the national products of the soil, and the massive speci- 
mens of mineral wealth extracted from the very bowels of 
the country, which were profusely scattered about, super- 
seded the neceerity of importmg Kohinoors or Portuguese 
jewellery to impart brilliancy and lustre to the show, fur- 
nishing resplendent evidence of the illimitable resources of 
an infant colony. 

There is no doubt but that Sir Charles and his lady were 
also most agreeably surprised at the issue of the ceremonial 
in the several respects above alluded to, as well as by the 
warmth of their reception, which was a sort of balm to the 
exerdtation produced by the tirades of contumely which were 
showered upon the governor in regard to his conduct respect- 
ing the license-tax, affording, as it did, ^me expectation 
that while other material interests were so rapidly advancing^ 
social institutions were keeping pace with them in all the 
respectable and desirable essentials of progress and refine- 
ments 

I visited the Eihibition some week or two afber its opening, 
before any of the articles of exposition had been removed, 
and, as fiir as my humble judgment enabled me to form an 
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Opinion within tbe limited range of manufactured or handi- 
craft articles exhibited, I never saw them elsewhere excelled 
either in the style of workmanship or elegance of finish. As to 
boot and shoe making and saddlery, I happened to be present 
in the stall of a saddler with whom I was acquainted, and 
saw a lady's saddle, handsomely worked, quilted in white kid, 
sell for 35Z. ; a sporting attorney purchased a neat racing 
saddle for ten guineas, which in England would scarcely fetch 
50s. ; and I also saw a plain, substantial hunting-saddle, for 
which Peat would not think of asking more than seyen 
guineas, ticketed for 151., with a squatter's name who ought 
to be a good judge of the quality and value of such an article. 
The two branches I liked best were the jewellery and the 
painting. The former was of that massive, ponderous manu- 
facture generally adapted to parvenus and Caucasians, who 
wear chains, . rings, and breast-pins for show and not for 
utility, and pride themselves rather on the intrinsic value of 
the trinket than on the delicacy of the workmanship. As 
to the latter, which I may say was altogether in the portrait 
line, the likeness of the public characters, though correct as 
so many photographs, and exhibiting many other traits of ex- 
cellence, were wanting in that easy style of faultless finish 
which rarely comes by intuition, and can only be acquired by 
a long and close study of the old masters. 

The Exhibition Building is a permanent, and likely to be 
an enduring institution, made to serve many public and useful 
purposes. The levees are latterly held there ; agricultural 
and horticultural shows as well. All charities are fully 
granted the use of it for fancy fairs, oratorios, philharmonic 
reunions, concerts, or balls, but it is never granted for x>rivate 
or political purposes — a very wise and prudent arrangement, 
which will conduce to its physical preservation as well as the 
moral estimation with which it is regarded. 

The opening of the Victorian Exhibition was quite a festal 
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day in and around Melbourne, business being almost totally 
suspended for the celebration of an event which must rank 
proudly in colonial history. But while this peaceful cere- 
mony was proceeding in the metropolis, scenes of a dark and 
disgraceful character were brewing at Ballarat, and even- 
tuated on the evening of the same day in the firing and total 
demolition of the Eureka Hotel, mentioned at the commence- 
ment of this chapter, by the incensed diggers of that dis- 
trict. 

It will be necessary, in explanation of this daring and law- 
less transaction, to take a short retrospect in relation to cer- 
tain occurrences connected with the history of the house. I 
have already stated it was broadly asserted, and as well 
known, that the license was corruptly granted through the 
instrumentality of the resident magistrate, who owned a half- 
interest in the premises, in consideration of his services — ^a fact 
which, in the incensed state of public feeling, was extremely 
deplorable and provocative. The house, I also remarked, en- 
joyed a sinister reputation from the frequenqy of the assaults, 
outrages, and petty robberies which occurred in and about 
it, and as it came to be a matter of notoriety that all com" 
plaints, how well grounded soever, which might be preferred 
against the nominal proprietor, were summarily dismissed at 
the magisterial court, the people fretted themselves into a 
fury, and the immediate neighbours were ofben heard to vow, 
if the law declined to abate the abomination, they would re- 
dress it themselves. It was while popular discontent was in 
this highly inflammable state that a decent man named 
Scobie, and one very much respected, too, was found mur- 
dered just outside the door of the Eureka Hotel, under cir- 
cumstances which left no doubt as to the party or parties 
who perpetrated the dreadful deed. The news of this fresh 
and sanguinary atrocity flew with electric speed all over the 
gold-field, and the maddened people rose with the unanimity 
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of individual impulse to demand a prompt investigation and 
flummarj justice. 

There was a solenm inquest held, followed by a maglsteriil 
inquiry, when direct and drcunrntantial evidence of the 
strongest description was adduced, tendiug to implicate 
Bently, the proprietor of the hotel, as a principal, and a 
fellow named Hance, a hanger-on of the house, as an aider 
and abettor. The presence of Scobie at the hotel was ad- 
mitted. The movements of Bently and Hance were de- 
tailed, and the collision with their victim deposed to. The 
weapon was produced and identified, and found to eocre- 
Bpond with the charact^ of the wound, besides whidi, a net- 
work of indirect but highly corroborative testimony was 
^ven, all tending to crimination of the prisoners, and dis- 
pelling all haze or doubt with which it was sought to invest 
the transaction. There was not the sUghteat doubt on tibe 
mind of any person who attended the investigation as to the 
absolute guilt of Bentiy and associate; nor did the time 
occupied by the.bench on arrivii^ at its Judgment give rise 
to a throb of suspicion that the pure course of justice would 
be obstructed even by a palliative view of the traxuaaction, so 
strong and convincing was every link in the chain of incul- 
pation. Impressed with sudi dear and solenm convictions 
of the prisoners' criminality, too overpowering, as they 
imagined, &r tiie most intrepid magisterial partiality, I must 
honestly leave my reader to conceive what must have be^i 
•the choking swell of indignation that surged through the 
ithrong when Mr. l>eneB, Q.M., dediued sending the case fiir 
-trial to the criminal sessions, capping the dimaz of his un- 
-blushing corruption by addressing the prisoner Bentiy (his 
partner), and telling him, ^ You are now fully dearedftom 
this charge, and should any fiurther steps be taken against 
you in reference 1x> it, yon may rely on my support and 
assistance." 
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There are occasions, I believe, when a eudden excess of 
indignation oyerwhelms the physical powers, and takes the 
form of mental wonderment, as if the senses, sceptical of the 
enormity of the proTocation, silently debate its possibility; 
and such seems to have been the condition of the crowd, who 
were only restrained from summarily nsurping the functions 
of the law by the paralysis of amazement,, which posi- 
tively caused them to doubt the accuracy of their hearing, 
until the culprits and their deliverer were beyond their 
reach. It certainly was a monstrous case, and a like amount 
of daring in a good cause would have entitled the magistrate 
to the laurels of a hero. Lo<Aing at subsequent events, per- 
haps it would have been fortunate if the people had been 
betrayed into violence in the police-court, as it would have 
left them to ponder over the consequences of their infraction 
of the law, instead of brooding sullenly over fii6 iniquitous 
manner in which it was administered by the constituted 
authorities, who seemed to bend it to their own purposes, 
and to ignore the claims of the multitude to any participa- 
tion in its protecticm. The old threats of redressing them- 
selves, which formerly, to my thinking, were uttered more 
as incentives to their rulers, now came to be repeated with 
eamestnesB, and diseuwed as the only means of preserving 
their rights and liberties, or promoting the real ends of 
justice — a dangerous thesis for debate amongst men im- 
pressed with a foregone conclusion, and instigated by certain 
evil counsellors, who, as finreigners, affected perfect disin- 
terestedness, pretending to be stimulated solely by an ab- 
stract and inherent love of freedom, which always breaks 
out in a spirit of empirical propagandism whenever they 
esteem it dangerous to resort to filibustering. The Australian 
colonies were too large a card for annexation, unless on the 
divide et vmpera principle ; and there is no manner of doubt, 
however they managed to keep themselves dear of ultimate 
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identification in the Ballarat outbreak, that some rowdy 
Americans — who then abounded in Victoria — ^were active, 
Tohement promoters of that weak and ill-advised proceeding. 
I am .perfectly satisfied that in this respect there was no 
community of sentiment between the respectable American 
merchants and traders and those ill-conditioned, unsettled 
characters alluded to, who never think of erecting a perma- 
nent roof-tree anywhere, but are always roving about in a 
half-nomad state, ready, like birds of prey, to take wing 
whenever the horizon indicates a prospect of a revolution or a 
good gold-field. 

Many of those on the Victorian gold-fields served volun- 
teering apprenticeships in Oregon, Texas, Mexico, Sonora, 
and Central America, not from the ordinary incentives to 
military honour and glory, but from the more material con- 
siderations of pillage and plunder, and a partiality for that 
freebooting licence which constitutes the American parody 
on liberty. And as the erratic spirit moved them, or the 
playing at soldiery palled upon their minds, they drafted 
themselves off to the mines of California, and thence followed 
in the wake of gold discovery to those of New South 
Wales, and so on to the diggings of Victoria, where, to my 
knowledge, they fomented the discontent of the British sub- 
jects, and even went the length of forming, or pretending to 
form, at Ballarat, a guerilla corps called the " Californian 
Eangers," who undertook to come upon the stage when the 
fighting commenced. Happily, however, before matters 
reached a crisis, the great majority of those desperate and 
dangerous men, true to their natural instinct, were inflamed 
with an uncontrollable desire of leaving for Callao, as it was 
rumoured that gold-fields of unexampled richness were dis- 
covered at the head-waters of the Amazon in the Peruvian 
Bepublic. Several thousands of them flocked into Melbourne 
and presented an interesting spectacle, md generis, as they 
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lounged in Bemi-military groups about Queen-street, opposite 
the offices of Messrs. G — d — ^r and Co., a Yankee house, who 
were the principal shipping agents to that port. So eager 
were these American knights-errant to be off to the new 
scene of aggrandisement, they did not scruple to pay anj 
passage-money that was demanded, covenanting to sleep on 
the decks rather than be delayed or disappointed. Every 
ship that cleared out for Gallao was cram full of passengers ; 
but so defective were all the arrangements for their comfort, 
care, or accommodation, that yellow fever of the most malig- 
nant character set in in every vessel, carrying off in its 
ravages three-fourths of these unfortunate men, and to 
aggravate the calamity, the haggard few who reached their 
destination discovered, too late, that they were the duped 
victims of a sordid conspiracy. No diggings had been dis- 
covered in Peru ; the whole affair was an atrocious hoax, got 
up by a few shipping agents and owners, who, instead of 
sending their ships profitlessly in ballast to the Ghinca 
Islands for guano, devised this swindle, which enriched 
themselves enormously at a murderous sacrifice of human 
life, and only that the respectable American house of Adams 
and Co. published and circulated promptly some extracts 
from a private express received by them from a Panama cor- 
respondent, ridiculing the " mischievous rumour,** it is diffi- 
cult to say where the cruel immolation would have ended. 
Victorian citizens, who hailed the emigration in the first 
instance as helping the colony to a happy riddance, were 
filled with grief and indignation when the foul proceeding 
became generally revealed ; and it is said that the tone of 
feeling which prevailed against the principal concocters of 
the nefarious scheme precipitated their stealthy departure 
from Melbourne. 

But coming back to the subject on hand, although Bently 
got clear through the investigation, it was resolved on all sides 
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that he should not escape unscathed. Nothing dae was 
talked of the evening of the day of inquiry, or the d^ 
following, but ths dastardly murderer and his magisterial 
de&nder. And as men discussed it in loud ixmsa from one 
windlass to another, every now and then, as their exaspera- 
tion became incited, a shout would go forth, ^' LetallaBaemfate 

to-night and.pull down the .den." More modemte, but 

not leas. determined. men, agreed upon another course, which 
they carded into effect, by memorialising the govemar, setting 
forth temperately and forcibly the history of the house from 
ite opening and giving a Ml abateact ofthe eriden^ at the 
inquest and investigation, iu ezempMcation of the rank in- 
justice of Mr. Denes's adjudication, ending with a "praxes 
" that a fresh inquiry should be instituted before a .bench of 
magistrates unconnected with the locality." 

The case made. out by the memorialists was so clear and 
incontrovertible, that the governor at once .acceded to their 
request, and directed Mr. Sturt, the city magistrate, one of 
the ablest and most experienced magistrates in the colony — 
a brother of the Nestor of Australian explorers, Captaiu 
Sturt — ^to proceed without delay to Ballarat and reopen the 
investigation; but ao small was tbe Mth in Government 
energy or impartiaUty.fiodiainolined ware the bulk of diggem 
of Ballaiat to indulge in any hope of redress &om the man 
whom they accused of having gratuitously deceived tham, 
that they impetuously proceeded to avenge the shedding of 
innocent blood without further waiting for the interposition 
of the law. On the evening next after the liberation J3£ 
Bently, before the reply— in .those days — could have well 
been expected from town, scattered groups of diggers ap- 
peared to be converging from aU points to theiEuseka, long 
before the usual time for knocking off work,.as they term^it, 
each party coming independently of any other, without amy 
concert or preacrangement, iiar there was no .organisatiDn, 
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no imderstanding that any outrage waa predetermined on. 
It was an inyolontary gathering — ^the result of concentrated 
reflection on a crying grievance, which eventuated in a 
popular coincidence, in proof of which, there was not a man 
in the entire crowd armed with any bludgeon or implement 
of destruction, and, for some time, it looked more like a 
jneeting assembled with the view of -producing an effect 
through the influence of moral opinion than by means of 
any physical jdemooastration of brute force. 

Qxadually, however, the temper of the crowd warmed up, 
as the tone of discussion became louder and more vehement. 
Yet there were no indications of violence— no movement of 
closer approximation to the doomed premises, until, as one 
excited speaker, in the course of some strong allusions, 
pointed directly towards the house, it became evident to all 
that barricades were being er«)ted .inside. This, for the first 
time, caused a slight forward movement, rather for the sake 
of assurance than attack. But its object being mistaken by 
the inmates in their nervousness, the front doors were sud- 
denly slammed to,. and the yard gate dosed. This act being 
interpreted as a gage of defiance, was answered by a rush 
and a shout of vengeance. The first onslaught was a volley 
of stones, which shivQred the glass in the lower and upper 
stories; but as no opening fiar entrance xesulted, and as the 
doors and window-shutters resisted all efforts to force them, 
from the solid manner in which they were buttressed up 
within, a cry arose of " !Fire the damned place !" " Purify 
the infernal den with flames!" "rire,.fire, fire!"— in the 
midst of which the whole mounted force of the camp came 
jdown at full jallop, followed by the foot police at a run. 
The cavalry charged the crowd at different points with drawn 
sabres, making lanes only, which closed up like water in the 
wake of a ship, and the infantry, when they arrived, at- 
tempted to form a cordon round the house; but it was too 
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late, one end of it being already in flames, which were quickly 
beyond the reach of arrest, as the building was of weather- 
boards. As the conflagration gained ground the police rested 
on their arms, and a cheer of exultation burst from the crowd, 
who now became passive spectators, silently regarding the 
awful roar of demolition as the carrying out of a sentence of 
just retribution. But the silence was abruptly broken, as a 
mounted man, taking advantage of the enrapt attention of 
the populace, now swelled to a prodigious multitude, issued 
at mad haste from the gate of the blazing concern. It was 
Bently, mounted on Denes's charger, taking the direction of 
the camp as his asylum. A momentary impulse of pursuit 
arose, but, as if a voice issued from the flames, crying, '^ De- 
sist, desist! further vengeance is not for you!" the guilty 
man's retreat was not interrupted. About this period of the 
proceeding the indomitable Denes came forward to address 
and rebuke the crowd, but his speech was interrupted and 
cut short by a storm of indignation, and by showers of 
missiles, which obliged him and his retinue to retreat into 
the broad glare of the flames, which now began to envelop 
the outhouses and fine stabling in the common destruction. 
Seeing that the smallest fixture was beyond salvation, the 
crowd dispersed, and lefb the constituted authorities to bask 
in the flames which were kindling by their maladministra- 
tion. 

I have commented so much beforehand on all the sur- 
rounding and concomitant circumstances of this reprehen- 
sible affair, that I will abstain from any afber-reflection, con- 
tenting myself in stating, as a justification of my strictures, 
that, on the subsequent investigation, which immediately 
followed the destruction of the hotel, Mr. Sturt, with the 
entire concurrence of his brother magistrates, decreed on 
sending the case for trial to the ensuing criminal sittings, 
refusing to take bail for the prisoners, which, through the in- 
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strumentalitj of Denes, was forthcoming to any amount, so 
far as the deposition of the parties was concerned. On the 
17th of the following month (November) Bently and Hance 
were duly convicted of manslaughter, and sentenced to penal 
servitude on the roads ; and at no long date aflberwards their 
friend and patron, Mr. Denes, was relieved from his official 
duties, retiring to Sydney, as I understand, with a fair com- 
panion, where he managed to live in a style of affluent ease, 
which proved how very provident he must have been in 
hoarding the superfluous income of his magisterial appoint- 
ment. 
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CHAPTBE VI. 

Ice introduced into Victoria-^Gives a vast potatoiy Stimulant — Used in 
the most remote Settlements — ^Dnll Proceedings in Parliament — ^Exciting 
Public Meeting on the Diggings — ^Progress of Discontent to Bebellion— 
The Diggers bum their Licenses, and resolve [never to renew them— 
Scotch and American evil Instigators — Choice of popular Leaders — 
Lalor and Vem — Their Antecedents — The Eureka Stockade — Timidity 
of the Populace— Tactics of Military Chief Nicol— The Military and 
Police march on the Stockade — ^Death of Captain Wise, two Soldiers, 
and several Diggers — Flight of the Malcontents — Arrest of Prisoners — 
Abortive Trials of the Prisoners — Shameful Demonstrations of Melbourne 
Jurors — Special Constables in Melbourne — Conduct of the Argua — Re- 
signation of Mr. Foster — His probable Motives — ^Accession of " Honest 
Haines" — His Character and Capacity — Government gets an Act of 
Indemnity from Paarliament — The Gold-fields Commissioners — Results of 
their Labours. 

I WOULD be sadly wanting in pleasurable and grateful 
reminiscences if I omitted noticing the introduction of ice at 
this time, for which the colony stands indebted to the enter- 
prise of a Boston house represented in Melbourne — ^a specu- 
lation, by the way, which most handsomely reimbursed the 
projectors. Ice is a domestic luxury which of late years has 
come to be understood even in the colder parallels of lati- 
tude, but to be thoroughly appreciated, to be enjoyed with 
worshipful thanksgiving, and hailed as one of Nature's most 
delicious benefactions, it must be used in the tropics, or in 
those bordering regions of the earth which burst into jungle 
and all sorts of rank vegetatibn, as if from the sweltering 
perspiration from man and beast which saturates the soil, 
men returning home from my rambles in California, the 
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Sandwich Islands, and Central America, I well remember 
what an ice-worshipper I became during onr few days' stay 
at the beautiful island of St. Thomas's. How constant I was 
inr my attendance at the cool, shaded, marble-slabbed shrine, 
where that delicious soluble crystal was ministered in an 
endless variety of fascinating forms, courting ailent reverence 
in a 'Vernon cream," creating audible worship in a sherry* 
cobbler, and frequency superinducing fanaticism under Hie 
guise of "raspberry-punch." But it was not until I came to 
Yictoria, and got half baked in the dry, roasting, hot winds 
of the conntry, that I became fully indoctrinated in the 
virtues of ice. Believe me, tiie transition from breathing 
high toast Australian dust to sucking the frigid essence of a 
bnmdy^spider through a straw, is something which must be 
experienced before it can be at all understood. 

It was "a right-down sight" to witness the fevered crowds 
that besieged the bars of the Criterion and the Union as 
soon as tiie three monosyllables, " Ice ! Ice I Ice !" in titanic 
letters, figured over their portals. During ^e &mine yearin 
Ireland, when gaunt hunger griped the bowels of the people 
in its torturing grasp, I never saw suffering groups in^ a 
soup'-kitohen half so importunate as those whom I saw 
clamouring for their drinks at the above- dispensaries. Nor 
did I ever observe poor creatures, weakly from inanition, in 
the outi^irts of a* staarving crowd, more perfect impersona- 
tions of wistful wretchedness than some of the exhausted 
sponges* who were watching in ike background for a* gap to 
the^counters. A paraphrase of the barber's «[gn would .lurve 
suited admirably for' those houses that were fortunate enough 
to obtain some qilinters from this marvellous magnet : 

Let those now drink who neyer drank before, 
And thote who always deaak, norw drink the jhotb ; 

though, in fact, no such exhortation seemed in l^e least 
necessary, for everybody drank freely, and many incessantly. 
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Unrestrained by the slightest qualms of fastidiousness, 
although the precious riches which were mumbled in the 
foul mouths of the front rank were thrown (before their 
eyes), with their drainage, into the ice-tub from which their 
successors were helped with a bare hand, it never created a 
murmur ; nor did I hear a remonstrance, though I frequently 
saw sodden straws, lukewarm from the clammy lips of one 
man, coolly stuck into the sherry-cobbler of him that came 
after. But thirst is admitted to be the most despotic of 
appetites, and when a poor fellow gets into its clutches, 
adieu to all squeamishness. Perhaps the knowledge that the 
supply of the first season was a short one, helped, with the 
usual perversity of human nature, to beget and sustain the 
inordinate demand; for we all know that desire increases 
with restriction, and that the same article which in its 
abundance is neglected or despised, in its scarcity is craved 
for and sought after with avidity. However, scarcity is not 
likely again to prevail in the Victorian ice market, for the 
original purveyors, at the first experiment, found the public 
appetite so genuine, that they made arrangements which, 
since then and for the futiure, will prevent anything like 
dearth in that Arctic commodity. And now that rapid com- 
munication with the interior is ensured by means of well- 
organised lines of fast coaches, ice is quite an ordinary article 
of consumption in the very remote settlements. Even Beech- 
worth, the capital of the Ovens district, at a distance of two 
hundred miles from the capital, is every summer fully sup- 
plied with the crystallised surface-water of Wenham Lake. 

Parliament continued to sit through October and the prin- 
cipal part of Kovember in a regular and methodical manner, 
and as there was no subject of public importance brought 
under its consideration, the debates were never reUeved from 
their humdrum, dead-level monotony by any corruscations* 
of that wit or oratory which, like other of the long-hidden 
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treasures of the coIodj, may lie entombed in the brains of 
Victorian statesmen, buried beneath a thick craniological 
formation, the blue trap of Professor M'Goy, and equally 
difficult of penetration. Far otherwise, it is to be regretted, 
were the deliberations of the digging community at Ballarat, 
where the digger-hunting was in the zenith of its glory, and the 
temper of the people at a white heat. The receipts of gold in 
the treasury were seriously affected by this state of things, for 
the diggers only worked fretfully, by fits and starts, unable 
to settle down to continuous labour while their minds were 
so agitated. 

Public meetings were of daily occurrence, where extreme 
counsels were vehemently urged, especially by Scotch and 
American agitators, but the calmer and more rational ex- 
hortation of some influential parties induced them to have 
recourse to all the resources of moral remonstrance before 
resorting to physical force. And such, 1 believe, would have 
been their tactics, only for the wanton aggravation of those 
in power, who, not content with following up the persecu- 
tions of the license-tax with the utmost rigour, most im- 
properly and unconstitutionally determined on dispersing all 
assemblages of the people for whatever purpose convened. 
This illegal determination was enforced in the most arbitrary 
and offensive way, charging crowds of people, peaceably as- 
sembled to discuss their grievances and the proper mode of 
seeking their redress, as if they were armed rebels levying 
war against the Queen. Such insane and unjustifiable conduct 
had the effect which any one but a quarter-deck despot might 
have easily foreseen. The masses became incensed to the 
last degree, to the uttermost edge of forbearance, advancing 
from moral remonstrance to passive resistance, only sepa- 
rated by the narrowest of Eubicons from open insurrection. 

A final resolution was come to at a monster meeting on 
the Bakery Hill, where all diggers who possessed licenses 
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came voluntarily forward and threw them within a circle— a 
ceremony which continued until the laeri; was laid upon the 
heap, which was then sat on. &:e, and as thj9 flames arose a 
simultaneous and unanimous vow ascended to heaven with 
all the solemn sincerity of a religious ritual, pledging the 
entire congregation ^' never again to take out a license, be 
the consequences what they might." By this move it was 
calculated the Grovemment would be checkmated, as they 
could not arrest the entire commimity, and if they did, there 
was no prison sufficiently large to confine them. This, in 
reality, was a state of things quietly and adroitly brought 
about by the. well-disposed citizens of Ballarat, who calcu- 
lated to a certainty that when: affairs arrived at such a crisia 
the Government would seize it with avidity as a pretext for 
abandoning or gradually backing out of its in&tuated policy. 
But its jaundiced vision was not to be cleared ; Sir Charlea 
was not a man to revoke his decrees. He nailed his colours 
to the mast, determined to abide the consequences-— a brave, 
perhaps a commendable, resolve in a saibr, but a. silly, 
short-sighted policy for a statesman.. 

When things came to this pass, the intervention.of moral'- 
force men was repudiated. Their homilies were scouted, 
and men who had arms began lookiug theznup^ while those 
who were without them se(t out in. search of a supply. Still 
the diggers determined not to be the aggreBBOcs^ but to be 
prepared for any extremity. The Scotch and Amerioan insti- 
gators were now in their glory at idienear prospect of 
collision. The flery cross was ready for telegraphic despatdi, 
and the Califomian Bangers were^primed. and loaded^ boiii 
ready and anxious for the. finy. Ibe next move on ihd 
board was a concerted agreement to allow the authoritiea 
peaceable ingress and egress over the field, but' to rescue 
any prisoners they arrested. This led to several souffles, 
but to no general mbUe^ until a policeman, with a hold of a 
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digger, was seized and thrown bodily into a hole. Then the 
police, horse and foot, charged in different directions, hoping 
to split up and disperse the people, but, failing in their 
numoauvres, and reoeiTing some injuries in the conflict, a 
mounted trooper was despatched to the camp for the mili- 
tary, who, after a lapse, came down at double^uick with 
fixed bayonets. Prior to their arrival at the scene of tumult, 
the crowd had separated into detached groups to take ulte- 
rior counsel as to ultimate measures. Nothing, however, 
deserving the character of organisation was chalked out. 
'No concerted mov^nent was agreed upon. There was all 
the raw material &r a formidable revolt, but there was no 
master-mind to marshal it into effective shape, no elected 
leader to stand at the head of the array. The mouse that 
emerged from this convulsive parturition was the erection of 
a flaunty flag — the Southern Gross — for a few hours on 
Bakery Hill, whence it was removed on a Wednesday even- 
ing to the Eureka, and became recognised as the rallying- 
point for the discontented and the designing. At this 
rendezvous, under the stimulating counsels of American 
declaimers, who expatiated flippantly on the glories of re- 
publicanism,, extreme measures were at length decided on, 
and all men who volunteered to join in the mad movement 
for achieving independence &om the British yoke were en- 
joined to come armed and prepared for immediate action. 
This injunction was the final resolution of the Thursday 
evening, but when the following morning had lengthened 
sluggishly out towards noon, it became paLofully palpable, 
that, as the critical moment drew nigh, the muster-roll, 
instead of swelling, became perceptibly defective.. Even the 
braggart, fire-eating instigators absented l^emselves from 
head-quarters. The Gallic tone or the Yankee twang no 
longer led in. the chorus of revolt ; the accents prevailing 
amongst the deluded mob, who still continued to raUy be- 
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neath the standard of the southern hemisphere, was the 
Irish brogue and the German accent, and from each of these 
races a commander was chosen. The choice of the former 
fell upon a young man, who inherited from his honest and 
patriotic sire. Fat Lalor,* a hatred of oppression and a 
genuine love of independence, but his early lessons in the 
art of acquiring civil liberty were not tinged with blood or 
tinctured with crime. The rudiments of his political educa- 
tion initiated him into the conviction, which he carried with 
him from his native country, *^ that freedom, at the cost of 
human blood, was not to be regarded as a blessed posses- 
sion ;" and, true to his parental inculcations, as also, I be- 
lieve, to his natural instincts, he used all the influence he 
could wield, from the very modest position he assumed in 
the movement, in inducing his fellow-colonists to abstain 
from any physical opposition to the constituted authorities, 
until every legal and constitutional resource was perfectly 
exhausted ; but seeing that his countrymen, both committed 
and determined, were blindly bent on rushing to their doom 
in utter ignorance and confusion, he acquiesced in their 
selection, while he deplored the folly and hopelessness of 
their cause. He placed his head beneath the axe rather in 
sympathy than expectation, for he never looked forward to 
any result but that which ensued. He showed his brethren 
that his blood as well as his counsel were at their service in 
any emergency. Mr. Vem was the man chosen by the 
Germans. Of his antecedents I know nothing, but of his 
conduct in his capacity of commander of the German legion 
I have heard several of his countrymen talk in terms of 
denunciation, and never an individual indulge in any eulo- 
gistic observation. 

* Pat Lalor, Bumsmed "honest Pat," was chosen as the representative 
of his native county in the Imperial Parliament by the popular voice, and 
was greatly respected in "the Honse" for his independence and sound sense. 
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Peter Lalor was, however, more regarded as commander- 
in-chief, and bis earliest order was to fortify their position 
by means of a stockade, which was erected in a rude and 
hasty manner with slabs and hurdles. A smith's forge was 
erected inside, for the purpose of making and repairing 
hostile weapons, casting bullets, and cooking victuals ; and 
on Saturday morning, as the defections from the camp 
became more serious, mustering parties were despatched 
into the various districts, to coax, and, if necessary, coerce 
the attendance of recruits, as well as to collect all idle arms. 
This manoBUvre, however, not only failed, but proved dis- 
astrous, for a sort of panic seized the great majority of the 
diggers^ numbers of whom deserted their tents and claims, 
secreting themselves in the Bush, or retreating to Creswick 
Creek, where their dismay is said to have disbanded a 
formidable array of a thousand well-armed men who were 
about marching to the camp. 

This sad state of affairs soon became known at the Govern- 
ment camp by means of scouts, who were privily distributed 
through all the disaffected districts, and brought about an 
entire change in the military dispositions there. Previously, 
the confident impression was that the whole body of diggers 
were to act on the offensive, and invest the Government 
quarters en mttsse, and, in consequence, the soldiers and 
police, under the command of General Nicol, entrenched 
themselves as strongly as possible, never venturing beyond 
the precincts of their encampment, and always ready to 
stand to their arms at an instant's notice. But, so soon as 
the intelligence of the popular wavering and apprehension 
reached them, General Nicol resolved to bring matters to 
an immediate issue by marching on the stockade, to force it 
if possible in a bloodless way, but, under any circumstances, 
to gain possession of it, and break up the rebel nucleus at 
any cost, for, independent of the highly demoralising effect 
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produced by its continued existence, the public loss by the 
general idleness was calculated at tens of thousands of 
pounds a day. 

On Saturday evening, instead of ten, or at least £ye thou- 
sand men-at-arms, which was confidently calculated on, the 
malcontents barely numbered two hundred ; and so far from 
the appearance of allies arriving, the entire neighbourhood 
around the stockade became literally deserted. Still, the 
hope of succour was not entirely abandoned ; every distant 
noise was interpreted into the approach of a Scotch rein- 
forcement, or the advance of the Califomian Sangers. How- 
ever, when evening merged into night, Lalor, after sounding 
the disposition of the handful of true and desperate men 
around him, and finding them still fixed in their purpose, de- 
spatched a few trusty men to reconnoitre about the camp, and 
about an hour before dawn they returned irith the intellir 
gence that the military and police were under arms marching 
down to attack the sfcockade. Lalor then hurriedly reviewed 
his scanty, ill-assorted band, and issued a positive order '^ not 
to fire except in return, or until the troops attempted forcing 
their entrenchments ;" but as soon as they were discerned in 
the grey light advancing in close column, and before th^ 
had come within range, a rufiBum, who was subsequently dis- 
covered to have been a Government spy, discharged his 
powder-loaded musket in the direction of the troops, who, 
as if it was a preconcerted signal, jumped into a double-quidL 
with Captain Wise at their head ; but they halted suddenly 
as they approached the rebel entrenchments, and discharged 
a deliberate volley, under which severalfell mortally wounded. 
This was returned by a prompt discharge fscaa the other side, 
which unfortunately took effect on Captain Wise, when in the 
act of scaling the stockade, and calling on his men .to follow 
him to the capture of the fiag; two soldiers also received 
deadly wounds, but a fianking fire from the police, and a re- 
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ii6wed round ^m the aoldierB, carried death and dismaj 
amongst the misguided revolutionistBy who had not time to 
reload before they were charged and routed mt the point of 
the bayonet, fourteen diggers were found dead around the 
flagstaff, and a large number of wounded were cazried o£^ 
Mr. Lalor amongst them, wanting his left arm ; one hundred 
and £fty prisoners weore also captured in and around the 
stockade, and within half an hour from the dischai^ of the 
signal-shot the Ballarat rising was at an end. 

Poor Captain Wise, who was equally respected as a citizen 
or soldier, survived his wound but a few days; and it is 
generally believed that between ten and a dozen of the 
soldiers also died of their wounds, but their deaths were con- 
cealed, that the disaffected should not derive a^y solace from 
the calamity. Mr. Lalor had his arm amputated near the 
shoulder, and soon recovered from the operation, but it is 
well ascertained that many of the wounded diggers sank 
under ^their sufferings while hiding from arrest in the Bush. 
Ma r t i a l law was immediately proclaimed iu the district, but 
whether it was that the Government was in doubt about the 
legality of such it proceeding — of which, in my humble 
opinion, they had very gieat reason~*or that they became 
suddenly satisfied the occasion oeased to exist, the proclama- 
tion was withdrawn within forty-eight hours after its circula- 
tion. 

Large revirardB ^ere offered for the arrest of the leaders ; 
however, none of them were captured, but a crowd of inferior 
notabilities were brought to trial, if trial it could be called, 
where the majority of the citizens, summoned as jurors, made 
no secret of openly avowing iu open court their determina- 
tion of iinding verdicts of acquittal should they be empan- 
nelled on the inquest ; and with b reverence for consistence 
paramount to the obligations of consci^oce, they imhesitat- 
ingly broug^ in verdicts of acquittal, though individual iden- 
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tification and every allegation in the bill of indictment were 
most clearly and distinctly proved in each case, without any 
defence but a species of clap-trap ratiocination unworthy the 
designation of forensic argument, but quite on a par with the 
irrefutable logic of the Mudfog Association, which could prove 
on a pinch " that this is the other side of the table." An ova- 
tion awaited the prisoners and the jury, and all the prepara- 
tions were made with as great deliberation as if the result was 
foretold by an established prophet or a popular clairvoyant. 
There was cheering and speeching, and all sorts of glorification 
at the triumph, and the men who kicked down the boasted 
paUadium of British liberty into the same gutter with their 
strangled oaths, still further exalted their unenviable repu- 
tation by playing the principal r61e in the shameful jubilee. 
The acquittals were hailed as a Government defeat by unre- 
flecting or unprincipled men, whose degraded or desperate 
position in the community ensured that any change should 
be one for the better, so far as their interests were concerned. 
But all citizens respected for religious or moral worth or 
common integrity, regarded the event with sorrow and humi- 
liation mingled with apprehension. For, seeing the bul- 
warks of order levelled with the dust, they naturally trembled 
for the guarantees of life and property, mourning over a de- 
monstration so directly calculated to depreciate and subtract 
from those common elements altogether indispensable to 
social as well as national elevation and prosperity. The Go- 
vernment was upbraided as if actuated by a thirst for the 
blood of its deluded prisoners, but if any dispassionate man 
asked his conscience what other course was open, his mental 
monitor would answer, " Abdication ;*' and such was, in truth, 
the naked dilemma — ^prosecution or abdication ; for if the 
ruling powers, spumed and resisted to the death in open re- 
volt, declined to uphold and vindicate the law when the ag- 
gressors were within their grasp, it would have been a distinct 
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admission that rebelUon was paramount to constituted au- 
thority, that kwless communism was in the ascendant, and 
anarchy acknowledged in lieu of the new Victorian consti- 
tution. When, however, I say vindicate the law, let me not 
be misunderstood to desire that the penalties of the law 
should have been inflicted in case the unfortunate men were 
found guilty, for no man would have deplored such a consum- 
mation more unfeignedly than I would. What I, in common 
with all the well affected, desired, was, that the supremacy of 
the law should have been asserted, and then an amnesty c(»i- 
ceded, followed by a reciprocal condonation, in mutual ac- 
knowledgment of maladministration on the one side and 
repentant error on the other; and such, as regards the 
amnesty, was, I believe, the intention of the Government. 

The prompt suppression of the outbreak was universally 
rejoiced in, because it was well known there were '' waiters on 
Providence," counting by tens of thousands, who would have 
joined the revolutionists in legions if the first encounter was 
attended even with a partial success. The North British 
Brigade, it is known, would have " come skelping rank and 
file" in such an event, followed by the Califomian Bangers, 
who, I feel assured, would have modestly expected to plant 
the " stars and stripes" on the pinnacle of the flagstaff, and 
streams of allies besides would have poiured in from the 
various gold-fields, preferring the liberty of helping them- 
selves to the acquirements of others before the leave to 
acquire for themselves. Had an armed multitude of the con- 
jectured magnitude congregated, their strength and numbers 
would have more than compensated for their want of disci- 
pline, enabling them at the same time to extend the scope of 
their operations, while the smallness of the combined Go- 
vernment forces would have enforced the tactics of concentra- 
tion. So strong was this apprehension in Melbourne and 
Geelong that all respectable citizens were sworn in special 
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constables, and supplied with sta& to resist the invasion of 
triumphant diggers, who were reported to be marching on 
the metropolis intent on rifling the banks, and laying in 
suppUes of domestic plate and personal jewellery. Large 
numerical strength would also have inspired confldent daring, 
together with entailing the horrors of procrastination, and 
although there is no second opinion as to what would have 
been the ultimate result even under such circumstances, there 
is an equal unanimity of conviction that immense amounts 
of valuable property would have been plundered and copious 
torrents of human blood shed in the conflict. I trust my 
brethren north of the Tweed will not take umbrage at my 
observations concerning their countrymen in connexion with 
the Ballarat outbreak, or suppose for one moment they 
were intended as a general infliction on Scottish fldeKty or 
Scottish bravery ; even had they such an aim they would £sul 
of all eflect in tarnishing their leading national characteris- 
tics, which have so long and so gloriously sustained them in 
their memorable struggles for independence, and so nobly 
distinguished them amidst all the splendid achievements of 
British valour. But my statements are undeniably founded 
on fact, equally notorious as true, and freely admitted by the 
most respectable Scotchmen who resided in Ballarat at the 
juncture, with the simple palliation — in which I fully ac- 
quiesce — that their guHty countrymen were mostly comprised 
of that class whose presence in the colony was part of the 
penalty of their various other crimes and misdemeanours. 
As to the Califomian Bangers, they were so cosmopolitan 
in their constitution, I fear I should be more likely to give 
than extenuate an offence if I attempted any apology to 
my American cousins for my condemnation of those das- 
tardly outcast scoundrels, who never dwell under any ropf 
in any country for any lengthened period, unless under that 
of the prison-house. 
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Glad of escape from this sad subject, I have only further 
to remark — what was yery generally remarked and repre- 
bensiyely commented on at the time — ^that up to the very 
eve of the melancholy collision the Argu9 went far in advance 
of all its contemporaries in patting the diggers on the back, 
and writing articles teeming with that description of sym- 
pathy which might be interpreted into encouragement. But 
the number which promulgated the tidings of their defeat 
contamed a leader pregnant with contemptuous reproof and 
denunciation of gold-field disloyalty, affecting at the same 
time to give expression to the overflowings of public grati- 
tude for the bold and efficacious mode in which the Govern- 
ment defeated the revolt. The " on dit" of the day amongst 
the professional gossipers was, that the redacteur en chef and 
prindpaJ proprietor of the journal, imagining himself the 
special deity of the digging community for his thick-and-thin 
advocacy of their cause, indulged in the day-dream of being 
unanimously called on to preside over the new republic in 
case the democratic movement succeeded ; but overwhelmed 
with disgust and chagrin at the bad stand made by his con- 
templated subjects, he poured out the vials of his wrath on 
their devoted head. The first event of political consequence 
which immediately followed the outbreak was the resig- 
nation of the colonial secretary, John Y. E. L. Poster, 
who, being brought boldly into the foreground of popular 
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the foot of all despotic despatches or proclamations, and con- 
strained, as premier, to justify in the Legislature the execu- 
tive policy of the Government— or, rather, of the governor 
— ^threw up the reins of power, as some said, nolens volenSy 
while others alleged, with the virtuous impulse of a modem 
Quintus Curtius, hoping that his exit from the poKtical 
stage would quiet the clamour^ the pit and gallery. I am 
not in a position to speak dogmatically on the vexed ques« 
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tion, but it strikes me that Mr. Poster, having received his 
appointment &om the same fount as Sir Charles himself, was 
thoroughly independent of the governor in that respect, and 
might, if he thought fit, have remained in place until his 
superseders arrived from the Colonial-office. I therefore in- 
cline to the supposition that he was actuated in the course 
he pursued from a high persona], as well as laudable, politi- 
cal feeling. He was disinclined to be further identified with 
a Government persisting in a course of administration at 
variance with his views and convictions. He resolved, as a 
public man, not to incur further unmerited odium as an exe- 
cutive official, and, hoping that the mistaken hostility of the 
populace would be allayed by his withdrawal, he voluntarily 
tendered his resignation. It was at one time the fashion to 
brand Mr. Poster as a corrupt and avaricious politician, but 
the man who, of his own free will and. accord, consents to 
sacrifice a pension of lOOOZ. a year, which was just about 
falling into his lap, in the expectation of superinducing an 
amelioration of public affairs — ^and that man, too, only mode- 
rately affluent— cannot, in my mind, be justly obnoxious to 
the imputation. 

Mr. Foster's resignation was dated the 9th of December, 
and on the 13th proximo his successor was announced to be 
Mr.W. C. Haines, the son of a respectable London physician, 
largely engaged in the unprofitable pursuit of farming in the 
Barrabool Hills, adjacent to Oeelong, and who, like another 
Cincinnatus on a small scale, was called from his plough to 
the councils of his country. The appointment was a sort of 
surprise to the public, who knew little more of the new 
premier than that he was a taciturn member of the Legisla- 
tive Council — ^a good model of a country gentleman, and 
possessed of the negative recommendation that there was 
nothing known of him red<yinding to his discredit. His 
private friends claimed for him the attribute of honesty with 
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a degree of pertinacity which, added to the indications of his 
physiognomy, earned for him the sobriquet of '^Honest 
Haines," one he retains to the present day, and which serves 
him as a buckler against scratches or bruises in all his 
stumbles, and blunders, and short-comings. But although it 
may be pleasing to him in his private capacity, it is an 
epithet, when applied to a statesman, as nearly as possible 
synonymous with that of ''amiable*' when applied to an 
heiress. When a lady is classed amongst the " amiables," 
you may draw a tolerably correct portrait without seeing her, 
by associating a snub nose and ferret eyes with a pair of high 
cheek-bones, thatched over with a crop of shock hair. And 
when a statesman comes in for the designation of '' honesty " 
as his special attainment, an excellent mental photograph 
may be instantly taken, representing a little green oasis 
of sense in the centre of an illimitable desert of verv small 
Band, with only here and there a dinunutive patch of siunted, 
fruitless vegetation. But without any further metaphor, or 
'' odorous comparisons," let me add that Honest Haines, by 
dint of unremitting industry, supplemented with patience, 
manages to get his task by heart, and makes a praiseworthy 
routine public officer, answering questions of which he has 
had notice in a full and satisfactory manner, or introducing 
measures and motions in small, correct skeleton shape, on 
the scale of an inch to the mile, but leaving the task of 
amplification and filling in to his subordinate colleagues, 
while, separating his coat-tails, he sits down on the Treasury 
Bench, looking the beau id^al of inane respectability. I 
think the next change of ministry in Victoria will relieve 
Honest Haines of his official cares for the remainder of his 
political life, and, most probably, the next dissolution of Par- 
liament will lead to his transplantation to the Upper House, 
where he may possibly shine with a dim phosphoric lustre 
amongst the dull constellations of that hazy firmament. 
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The Government deemed it prudent, before the termina« 
tion of the session, to supplicate Parliament for a bill of 
indemnity against the possible consequences of their rash and 
ill-advised proclamation of martial law, which proved that 
they were afflicted with misgivings as to the legality of the 
proceeding, and, to my thinking, it demonstrated an un- 
worthy emotion of nervousness, which tended to derogate 
from the reliance and respect in which a community should 
hold its rulers, while it afforded a handle which the disaffected 
did not fail to use in exemplifying their justification, and 
asserting that their rebellion was only the natural fruit 
of unconstitutional tyranny. 

A commission, called the " Qold-Pields Commission,*' was 
nominated from amongst the members of the Legislative 
Council, which proceeded, soon after the prorogation, to the 
different diggings, to investigate all the causes of discontent, 
and suggest some reformed mode of administration ; but aa 
Mr. Westgarth — who was himself in the commission — ^in his 
late work has gone so fully into details concerning their 
labours and results, I wiU not dwell on this topic beyond re- 
marking that it recommended an abolition of the license-tax 
and the substitution in its stead of an export duty of 2s. 6d. 
per ounce on all exported gold, and also suggested some 
legislative measures for the management of the gold-fields 
by defined rules instead of by the caprice of officials, which 
subsequently eventuated in the Local Courts — tribunals 
elected by the diggers fr^m amongst their own body, who 
framed rules, which, when sanctioned by the Legislature, be- 
came positive law, attended with this rather anomalous fea- 
ture, that it was administered by the same tribunal which, it 
may be said, made it. The commission furthermore advised 
a semi-voluntary tax called a '^ Miner's Bight," obtainable 
on payment of 11. per annum, at discretion, which has since 
become a law of the colony. There is no compulsion respect- 
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ing the payment of this tax, but there are these indirect in- 
ducements to become possessed of a " Miner's Eight," that 
it confers the electoral franchise, and entitles the holder 
to the protection of the law, as well as the intervention 
of the Local Court ; whereas a person, although he can dig 
with impunity wanting it, is liable, should he strike a rich 
lead, to be summarily and legally ejected by any holder 
of the document who may become aware of the fact. Se« 
veral cases of gross official corruption came under the cog- 
nisance of the commission, leading to numerous dismissals 
and suspensions, and eventuating in the total abolition of the 
Commissariat Department, which, without doubt, was the 
great absorbing vortex, the governmental Maelstrom, which 
swallowed taxation, never rendering back any account of its 
monstrous engorgements. 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

Fruits of the Victorian Exhibition— Birth of Quartz Mining Enterprise — 
The Accessories of Bon Ton make their Appearance — The Shape they 
took— Cremome Gardens— Their excellent Management— Their Failure 
and its Cause— Theatre Royal Bourke-street- Its Adjuncts— Adelphi 
Theatre— Brooke and Miss Cathcart — Shakspeare crosses the Line in 
Company with 6ent«el Comedy — Opera also sends its favourite Pupils in 
Miss Catherine Hayes and Madame Bishop— The Hayes Furor in Sydney 
— Its modified Shape in Melbourne — Radical Change in the Aspect and 
Demeanour of Theatrical Habitu^ — Funny Anecdote — ^Birth of Md- 
houme Pwu^ — ^"A Sketch of that promising Boy— Embark in a Quartz 
Crushiug Speculation — Discoyeiy of rich Ree& at Mount Egerton — 
Decide on paying it a Visit. 

The year 1855 opened most promisingly for the youthful 
colony, and the Victorian Exhibition began to bear fruit. 
The rich quartz specimens exposed there, coupled with a 
temporary defalcation in the alluyial diggings, excited con- 
siderable interest, and led to the formation of some small 
companies, for the purpose of testing the character and 
extent of this undeveloped resource. From my Califomian 
experience, I always entertained an unwavering conviction 
that quartz would prove the mineral sheet-anchor of the 
colony — ^its most enduring treasure-chest; and whatever 
little influence my opinions carried with them was thrown 
into the scale of experimenting. But as this branch of 
gold mining was new, and required considerable capital, 
there was a discrepant tardiness betwixt the practical com- 
mencement of operation and the sanguine tone of theoretical 
enterprise, which, most probably, may be accounted for by 
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the drum-head state of the money market, and the Mosaic 
rates that capitalists extracted for their loans, which ensured 
a safer and quite as ahundant a source of fructification as the 
most prolific quartz claims. However, a heginning was made, 
and although the restdt did not satisfy the renewing greed of 
the wealthy club who despatched the first locomotive to 
Bendigo, it afforded abundant encouragement to the discern- 
ing diggers, who soon gave an impetus to the pursuit, fol- 
lowed by the marvellous results which it will be my pleasing 
duty to record as I proceed with my rambling narrative. 

Before transporting my reader again to the gold-fields, I 
will bring under his notice the progressive state of affairs in 
the metropolis, where, together with the steady march of 
municipal improvements, stately stores and resplendent 
shops continued springing up in every quarter; private 
equipages, too, increased and multiplied amazingly, turned 
out in a style of appointment which proved that the grooms, 
footmen, and coachmen of the old country were not inacces- 
sible to the lures of emigration, or disgusted with the badges 
of their olden employment, for most of them came with 
outfits of their former official habiliments, redolent of the 
West-end mews, and a stableman answering an advertise- 
ment in the Argu9 attired himself in the identical herma- 
phrodite waistcoat and long-legged Wellingtons in which he 
was wont to do duty at the back of Grosvenor-place. 
Coachmen in like manner presented themselves in full-blown 
livery, that which happened to be most gaudily "turned 
up" ensuring the place for its wearer, being regarded as 
a testimonial of the ton of his former master. I am inclined 
to think that the rapid increase of colonial livery was, in a 
great measure, owing to this adventitious state of things. 
The rich folk of Victoria, prone to the emulative promptings 
of wealth, frequently arrayed their attendants, in and out of 
doors, in the most nondescript livery, very frequently im- 
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pairmg the efficiency of new-fledged servants by these un- 
usual restraints. I hare myself seen an extemporised butler 
handing about plates in white thread gloves, with the back 
of one pulled over the palm, and the thumb of the other 
hanging down like the empty sleeve of a hussar jacket. I 
have also come across stout meat-fed pages, who, like soda- 
water corks, were wired down into tight dresses, which 
affected all their movements as if they were afflicted with 
stiff joints. Sooth to say, however, amidst much that was 
grotesque and ridiculous, there was a strong leaven of the 
right sort— a goodly sprinkling of citizens who had a proper 
understanding of the correct style of manage, and in public, 
as well as within their private circle, appeared all to the 
greater and more agreeable advantage firom ike strength of « 
the contrast. Their butlers knew how to pull on their 
gloves, and when they kept pages they were not like so 
many skinned rabbits. You could distinguish the lady of 
such an establishment as she lolled easily in her carriage 
firom the publican's wife, who sat on the cushion like a balf- 
flUed beer-can. 

Mr. Ellis, of London notoriety, in tbe end of the previous 
summer, managed, under the auspices of some enterprising 
spirit-merchants, to enclose and ornament a nice piece of 
ground on the Upper Yarra, after the manner of the Ore- 
mome Gardens, which he opened for public admission under 
the same name. He displayed consummate tact and taste 
in all his arrangements, and would have added a delightful 
place of resort for the inhabitants of Melbourne, which would 
have handsomely repaid the large outlay, only for the inter- 
vention of the lip-saints, the owl-looking evangelicals, who 
managed to procure a prohibition against selling spirituous 
or fermented drinks on a Sunday, the only day on which the 
business-immersed population could manage to visit the 
gardens. Before this penal law was enacted, it was filled 
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on Sabbath aftemoons with decorous groups, who enjoyed 
themselves in a rational manner, restrained from excess, if 
it aU 80 inclined, by the respectable intermixture which 
formed a part of the public association. But when the in- 
tolerant statute of hypocritical legislation came into force, 
people did not care, in seeking pleasurable relaxation, to 
proToke an appetite they could not minister to, so they 
deserted the sweet trim gardens, and forced the unfortunate 
projector to regetate in the Insolvent Court. A languid 
attempt was made to reopen them in 1855, and a Gondola 
Company was got up for conveying the city folk to the scene 
of recreation. It ended, however, in a second collapse, which 
likewise involved the Venetian project in destruction. 

G?he year 1855 was also remarkable for the opening of the 
Theatre Boyal in Bourke^street, another gigantic under- 
taking founded by the projector of the great TattersaU esta- 
blishment befOTe mentioned. It is an immense pile, cover- 
ing a great space, and if carried out in its entirety, accord- 
ing to the original plan, would, I am led to believe, be an 
establishment of surpassing magnificence. The fSulure, 
however, of the Horse Bepository, and the extreme strin- 
gency of the circulating medium, acted us a wet blanket on 
the ardour of the parties concerned, causing them to shrink 
from all previous conceptions of external grandeur or inter- 
nal, gorgeousness, and to confine themselves to the simplest 
adornments of absolute utility. The theatre is about 
midway in size between the Haymarket and Drury Lane, 
more resembling the latter in conformation, but suffering 
under a radical defect, whereby a person sitting on a back 
seat, either in the dress-cirde or the boxes, is disabled fiH)m 
seeing beyond the limits of the foot-lights by the sharp 
declination of the tiers above. There is a grand hall the 
entire height of the building between the theatre and the 
hotel, which latter constitutes the street front, and from the 
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hall arched entrances lead to leviathan bars, which issue 
like horns from the hotel, whereon many, alas ! of both 
sexes are impaled, to their loss of money and virtue. The 
hall is often used for low-class balls, and as it is accessible 
during play hours without any charge, it forms the great 
focus of attraction for the most depraved characters, who 
assemble in such beastly, abominable crowds, that the area 
inside is never sufficient to contain one half of the congrega- 
tion ; the remainder are thus forced to loiter on the flag-way 
outside, where they form a positive barrier to the passage 
of any well-ordered person, be they male or female, if only 
from their hideous blasphemy and disgusting obscenity, 
fortunately the entrance to the dress-circle is apart from 
the hall, else it would be perpetually deserted, for decent 
tradesmen feel an extreme reluctance in bringing their 
wives or daughters to the pit or boxes, having, in their 
ingress and egress, to run such an infernal gauntlet as a 
passage through this diabolical mob. Police and magis- 
terial intervention — if it was used — ^failed to abate this 
crying nuisance, until the opening of the new houses of 
Parliament caused this thoroughfare to be more frequently 
used by the more distinguished personages, when the public 
authorities at length tardily came to the determination of 
extinguishing the evil by withholding the license of the 
hotel-keeper, — ^an actual parallel for Sydney Smith's stimu- 
lant to railway reform, " burning a bishop in a locked-up 
railway carriage." 

The Adelphi Theatre was also built and opened this year 
by Mr. Coppin, a very enterprising manager, and the most 
extensive importer of theatrical celebrities from the old 
country ; one to whom not only Victoria, but the adjoining 
colonies stand deeply indebted in that respect, for, with an 
amount of spirit surrounded by considerable risk, he en- 
tered into a heavy engagement with Mr. Brooke, the great 
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tragedian, and Miss Panny Cathcart, whose appearance on 
the Melbourne stage had an effect on histrionic refinement 
in some degree parallel to those which attend the progress 
of pioneers in the Ear West ; coarse caricature, parody, and 
buffoonery retreated to the diggings before their advance, 
and the legitimate drama for the first time trod the stage of 
the Antipodes. Shakspeare may be said to have crossed the 
line with Brooke, and genteel comedy to have despatched a 
most exquisite representative for extending its influence to 
the southern hemisphere in the fair lady who accompanied 
him. They were rapturously received by crowded houses, 
for, like people surfeited during a long voyage on salt junk 
and deprived of vegetables, who run at the .first opportunity 
in search of wholesome antiscorbutic food, in obedience to a 
constitutional craving, the good citizens of Melbourne 
thronged the theatre in all its parts, to swallow mental 
feasts of genuine dramatic purveyance, as an antidote to the 
rank, poisonous adulterations with which theretofore they 
had been supplied. 

However, "it never rains but it pours," for the opera 
came close upon the heels of the drama, and while Brooke, 
with Miss Cathcart, were rounding the Cape of Good Hope, 
Miss Catherine Hayes and Madame Anna Bishop were 
speeding in a westerly course across the rounded billows of 
the Pacific, to assert the sovereignty of the Muses. They 
too met with most enthusiastic welcomes, and, whether they 
appeared in operas or concerts, were greeted by thronged 
audiences. Miss Hayes was the first to arrive, having 
touched at Sydney on her way, where she seemed to have 
turned the heads and enthralled the hearts of the entire com- 
munity; even the "most potent, grave, and reverend seigniors" 
of the colony gloried in their captivity— chief justices, with 
attorneys-general, and troops of other high functionaries of 
state, as well as numberfess patresfamiliarum, pressed forward 



126 LITE US' VICTOEIA. 

in her levees, or followed in her train, giving rise to intes* 
tine wars which are not yet extinguished. Her departure 
from Sydney was a valedietory ovation of the most impres- 
sive and affecting kind ; all the male population turned out 
in mournful procession to accompany her to the steam-boat, 
as if she were a cherished queen voluntarily abdicating her 
empire and taking a last fEirewell of her loving subjects. 
Many silent tears escaped as she crossed the gangway to 
the vessel, but when she stood upon the poop and fluttered 
the cambric, judges, lawyers^ doctors, merchants, and trades- 
men commenced a lugubrious concert of blubbering and 
weeping, which a local satirist asserted had a perceptiUe 
effect on the tide. Nor did this melting ceremony end even 
at the wharf, for every river steamer and harbour tug was 
chartered to convey the dolorous South Welshmen to the 
portals of that splendid harbour ; but, long before the aquatic 
procession reached the Heads, the emotions of the heart were 
obliged to succumb to the feelings of the stomach, and the 
gurgling moans of sea-sickness overmastered the tend^ 
sighs of the ethereal passion. 

Miss Hayes was received in Melbourne with all the respect 
and admiration which her unsullied reputation and brilliant 
abilities are so eminently calculated to ensure; but while 
the citizens appreciated her moral worth, and applauded her 
vocal excellences, they maintained their self-respect and the 
proprieties of conventional decorum. There was no unseemly 
running afber her out of doors, no perpetual presentations of 
this, that, and the other thing, though well-authenticated 
rumour declares there were several tender and legitimate 
offerings made her, which she was cold and stem enough to 
decline. In fact, if she had not registered a vow of celibacy, 
it is difficult to imagine how she could have held out against 
the slavering importunities of a medical suitor, who neglected 
his own patients in supplicating a remedy at her hands for a 
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self-inflicted malady. Miss Hayes initiated a taste for opera 
in the southern hemisphere which grows stronger every 
hour, and will always ensure to artists carrying with them a 
London or Parisian diploma of merit a warm welcome and a 
lucrative engagement. 

Madame Bishop appeared £brst at Goppin's Olympic in 
burlettas arranged to suit her peculiar capabilities; but 
after Miss Hayes left, madame came out in the higher walks 
of opera, and succeeded in establishing a very high Austra- 
lian reputation, though I am not aware that in the European 
circuit she ever ventured to assume the prima donna's tiara 
in Italian opera. I certainly was unprepared for the many 
vocal and dramatic excellences she displayed, nor can I 
wonder at the estimation in which she is held by the lovers 
of music in Sydney and Melbourne. 

As I have already observed, low comedy, broad farce, and 
tawdry vocalism were driven back to the diggings, and with 
them also disappeared that obstreperous class of habitues 
whom I have noticed in an early chapter. Black pipes and 
cigars no longer fumigated the theatres. The pit became 
respectable, the gallery decorous, and the dress-circle pre- 
sented an appearance that would pass muster for grace, 
beauty, and attire in any Old World metropolis. !N^ow and 
then, perhaps, an outre family group would appear in a firont 
row, the elders shambling in after the box-keeper, while the 
remainder steeple-chased over the seats, but unseemly occur- 
rences were very unfrequent. I was infinitely amused one 
evening in listening to some diggers in the pit of the Theatre 
Boyal remarking on a party that had settled down in the 
dress-cirde immediately under one of the gas-lamps, the 
females of which were in a distressing state of nudity in the 
pectoral regions. The discourse was about their identity, 
which was called in question by the metamorphosis of costume. 
I was appealed to to decide the matter, on which a round of 
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nobblers was pending, as to whether it was Pat Fahy's family 
or tljat of Jack So-and-So ; but as I was in utter ignorance, 
one of the disputants, more impatient than the others, went 
round and planted himself in a staring attitude right under 
the particular box, until he extracted a smile and a wink 
from a pretty young woman above, when he rushed back 
in triumph, exclaiming, " Arrah, be japers ! I knew I was 
right ; isn't the girl with the bare showlders Kitty Darcy, 
that pumps the porther at the Stag's Head, an' them with 
her is the people of the house ?" Little episodes of this 
description turned up now and then, or amusing exclama- 
tions, such as '' Hell and thunder, Bill, isn't she a ripper !" in 
allusion to some handsome debutante ; but, as a rule, there 
was nothing offensive to decency, propriety, or morality. 
At Astley's Amphitheatre — a splendid circus by the way— 
a certain degree of latitudinarianism still lingered, hanging 
on as it were to the skirts of advancing refinement; but 
even there it never crossed the confines of coarse humour, 
or harmless practical jokes, blasphemy and obscenity being 
tabooed and condemned by common accord. I have read of 
revolutions and reformations, and witnessed some social 
transmutations in my own time, but I never imagined that 
so radical and so sudden a change could be wrought in the 
aspect and bearing of a great community as that which was 
wrought under my own eyes in the city of Melbourne in 
the marvellously short space of one year and a half. 

I must not pass over another event which marked and will 
render memorable the early part of 1855, which was the birth 
of Melbourne Ftmch^ a weekly paper started on the identical 
plan and principles of The London Charivari^ allegorically 
alleged to be an immigrant son of the Fleet-street magnate, 
and one which I can vouch reflects no discredit on his 
paternal roof. It was started under great difficulties, com- 
pelled to struggle up-hill against doubts and sneers, evil 
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omens and imputations of presumption, and, what was still 
more difficult to contend with, the great cost of artistic illus- 
tration. But it has gallantly succeeded in surmounting all 
obstacles, and now stands on a proud and enduring eminence 
amongst the permanent establishments of Victoria. Its 
matter is always original, polished, and pungent, emitting 
javelins of satire in prose and verse, and forked flashes of wit 
and humour, each carrying with it a moral, and rarely failing 
to impress it. I believe there is only one instance on record 
in which its sallies aroused provocation, and then it had the 
suffrages of the public to console it for the assault of an over- 
susceptible friend of my own on the editor. The artistic de- 
partment, again, is equally happy, vigorous, and truthful. 
The pictorial travesties alone afford evidence that there is a 
colonial Cruikshank in existence, while the quaint resem- 
blances imparted to the various caricatures that illuminate 
its pages make them, as a country cousin once said of his 
imcle's portrait, " more like than the original." There is no 
mistaking them, whether they be on the snout of a dog, the 
head of a fish, or the beak of a goose. In fact, in my opinion, 
they are too good, for they deprive one of the gratification of 
even solving a puzzle, so unmistakable are they at the first 
glance, being nearly as faithful as the " friar's seal," once 
&mous in my part of Ireland, which was invented by a Car- 
melite of the Mendicant order, deeply pitted with the small- 
pox, who, in going his rounds collecting a butter tribute, 
always left the print of his face upon that in the cask, which 
effectually prevented the possibility of abstraction during his 
absence. In a word, Melbourne Punch is a promising boy, 
and, I am happy to say, is in the receipt of an independent 
income, with every prospect of copious augmentation. 

And now for a trip to the interior in quest of auriferous 
quartz, which I remarked at the commencement of this 
chapter had begun to challenge speculation. Up to that 
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period little or nothing liad been done in tbat branch of 
gold-getting in Victoria. The British digger had no more 
idea that it contained any more gold than the chalk cliffs <rf 
his native coast, and Faddy or Sawney, accostomed to the 
valueless white seams inlaid in their granite roageSy had 
little conception it took the diaracter of a precious stone in 
the new country. Those alone who had visited OaHfomia, 
and the Americans vrho had immigrated from thence, were nb 
all capable of appreciating this vast and well-nigh inex- 
haustible resource of the golden colony, one which I firmly 
believe vrill be as enduring as tiie coal mines of the BritiA 
Isles, and ?nll be found to yield highly remunerative profits 
throughout when science and colonisation reduce the almost; 
prohibitive cost of operating on it. Even at the present it ia 
no more than capriciously worked from this cause ; three 
tons are left or thrown aside for the one put under process. 
Any quartz that will not yield one ounce and « half to the 
ton, on the still imperfect system of crushing and amalga- 
mating, is abandoned ibr road metal ; nor is it any fable to 
say, that many a fine and precious specimen has come to 
light under the pulverising influences of a waggon-whed, 
especially on the line of road from Castlenudne to Sand- 
hurst, which is principally — in many parts entirely—- 
metalled with gold-bearing quarts. I can liken the opera- 
tions of the quartz miners now-a-days to nothing ebe than 
the freaks of children with an unlimited license in a pastry- 
cook's, who pick out all the fruity cakes and throw iiie re- 
mainder in the kennel. But I am satisfied that the day is 
not &r distant when every pebble of quartz in the auri&roos 
regions of Australia will be subjected to the amalgamating 
test in a pulverised shape, for I am ccmvinoed that the 
pooa»st and most neglected reefr contain not only an appre- 
ciable, but a payable, admixture of gold. I was sanguine on 
the suhjject before it was ever dreamt of as an industrial pur* 
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suit by the digging community of Victoria, and my eonyio- 
tions have received abundant confirmation during my prac- 
tical experience in 1855 and 1856, nor shall I ever cease to 
reflect with pride that I and the gentlemen with whom I 
was associated were the first persons who gave a positive and 
progressive impulse to quartz operations in Victoria. 

A frenchman, in endeavouring to travel from BaUarat to 
Melbourne by what is called the Bacchus Marsh route, got 
bushed in the neighbourhood of Ballan, and afiber wandering 
in a half-starving state for some days, he came upon a lone 
shepherd's hut, when nature was well-nigh exhausted and 
his powers of locomotion at the last pass. He got shelter 
and sustenance, with permission to remain until he recruited 
a Uttle,— -an amount of hospitality rather unusual, but which 
was likely propitiated by the new shapes and the palatable 
savour which he imparted to the hitherto coarse and unvary- 
ing food of the gentle shepherd. As soon as his foot-sores 
began to heal, but before he could resume his journey, he 
crawled and strolled about, until one day he managed to 
reach the crown of a hiU covered with the debris of quartz 
gravel, where he sat down to rest, and very quickly discovered 
several rich specimens. This unlooked-for discovery in a re- 
mote district, isolated from all other diggings, filled him with 
extravagant expectations, and hastened his departure for Mel- 
bourne, where he put himself in communication with some 

countrymen of his own, amongst others with M. la B- ^th, 

a gentleman of means and energy, who immediately visited 
the locality, and opened a reef on the hill-side which gave 
most promising indications. He raised a considerable quan- 
tity of stone before the secret transpired ; but even after it 
became bruited about, there was no rush to the spot, as it 
was found by prospecters that there were no alluvial deposits 
in the neighbourhood. 

M. la B ^th carried on his operations vigorously for 

k2 
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some weeks, but the wages drain was so great, and expense 
of conveying provisions so excessive, that he found, in order . 
to keep pace with the outlay, it would be necessary to pro- 
cure the agency of steam power, and some more improved 
and efficacious contrivance than the rude dolly which he had 
been using up to that time. In this conjuncture he imparted 
the discovery to a friend of mine with whom I had concluded 
a partnership for establishing a large quartz-crushing mill at 
Bendigo. I was then let, as the saying goes, into the bak- 
ing-house, and most persuasively urged to change our venue 
to Mount Egerton, the name given to the late discovery, 
from its being situated on the station of a squatter of that 
name. However, before acquiescing in this step, I proposed 
to visit the quartz reef, not only for the purpose of examin- 
ing the actual prospects of the reef, but with a view of 
ascertaining the practicability of the country for the trans- 
port of heavy machinery, which even over the most beaten 
roads commanded exorbitant rates, if only because in soft 
and difficult places it is next thing to impossible dealing 
with it. A carrier getting stuck, as they call it, with a load 
of merchandise, manages to pull through by partly unloading 
and carrying bags of flour or chests of tea on his back to the 
Arm ground in advance, whereas one similarly circumstanced 
with ponderous machinery is obliged to wait until a caravan 
arrives, and then most likely disburses the whole revenue 
derivable from his journey in paying for his extrication, for, 
as they say themselves, " nothing for nothing" is the rule of 
the road in Victoria, which also applies in the converse sig- 
nification. 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

My first Essay at Coaching in Victoria — Bad Choice of Seat — Difficulties 
of holding on — ^Breakfast Scene at Kielor — Strange Bargain — Onr 
Yankee Driver — The Magpie at Rockbank Inn — Our second Stage — The 
Hat Scene — Bacchus Marsh and its Attractions — Peace and Happiness 
of the Inhabitants— The Pentland Hills and their Capabilities— The 
Stage to Ballan — ^A Bush Tramp — ^Narrow Escape — Cross a Windfall — 
Its Appearance — Seach Mount Egerton — The Myriads of Fleas there — 
How I spent the Night — Anfl the Morning too — Inspect the Reefs — 
Their various Indications — ^A few Paragraphs about the Peculiarity of 
Quartz Reefs — Irreconcilable Facts — The Theories of Geologists upset 
by the Contrariety of modern Discoveries. 

HAViNa entered into preliminary arrangement with M, 

la B th, under which I was permitted to apprpach this 

mysterious cave of natural riches without being subjected to 
the ordeal of blindfolding, I started with him of a pleasant 
morning for Ballan, on which occasion I had my first taste 
of stage-coach travelling in Victoria. The line was in Yankee 
hands, consequently the machine and all the fixins, save the 
horses, were of genuwyne manufacture from throat-latch to 
crupper. The immobile human fixture on the box seat, with 
a bunch-clutch of the reins, was of true down-east raising 
too, betraying no symptom of animation beyond a shifting 
enlargement of the cheeks, which I subsequently found was 
caused by the revolvency of a tobacco-plug fully as large as 
a guinea-hen's egg. My friend and I tried the inside, but 
even while motionless the position was barely endurable, for 
the close proximity of the seats brought the knees or shins 
of the passenger unavoidably in contact with the sharp edges 
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of that in front, and how it can be borne while bouncing 
over rocks and crab-holes is a mysteiy scarcely reconcil- 
able even with the Christian toleration of the most veteran 
pilgrims. "We therefore selected the hindermost seat, where 
we were placed with our backs to the horses and our feet 
supported hy a swinging-tray, delighted besides in having it 
to ourselves. 

However, our gratification was doomed to a speedy disso- 
lution, for aa the Post-office clock struck, and the horses 
jumped madly off to the wild Indian " Heigh !" of the driver, 
we very soon found that it required all the muscular powers 
of our arms to retain our places. The violent oscillation of 
these oblong vehicles in rounding comers or avoiding unex- 
pected obstacles, the fearful way -in which they plunge and 
dip in uneven ground, and the heart-heaving bounds they 
cause in clearing blind drains and broken tree-Hmbs, re- 
quire the most liberal exercise of imagination to conceive, 
and can only be fully appreciated while in occupation of 
such a seat as I tenanted during the first stage of my maiden 
journey. I have experienced the necessity of holding on 
from the weather roll of a steamer in the trough of the sea, 
and offcen, as a youngster in a swing-swing, have shut my 
mouth instinctively to prevent the escape of any organ of 
vitality ; but I am imable to call to mind any occasion on 
which my physical energies and mental watchfulness were so 
severely and incessantly taxed as on that. Conversation 
was impossible, neither were the visual organs to be exercised 
comfortably during this devil's dance ; nevertheless, I could, 
from fitful glances at my companion, detect that rigid latial 
compression peculiar to our Gallic neighbours, and catch in 
my tympanum dislocated " sacres," some so strongly accen- 
tuated by bumps that the latter syllable became frequently 
transmogrified into " cray-ehs." 

Eielor was our first stage, where it was announced we 
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were to breftkfast, and whence we had resolved to walk, 
unless we could negotiate some transfer of seaits. Now 
coach breakfasts have never been very cermnonious meals, 
even in the best-regulated countries, nor did I in the least 
expect to have witnessed anj exhibitions of embarrassing 
politeness at my matutinal repast in Kielor ; in plain Eng- 
lish, I made up my mind for a regular swap-and-cram affair, 
but I certainly thought the scramble would be conducted in 
the true British principles of fair play, whereby everyone 
would get a like start, and then devil take the hindmost if 
they would. However, such was not the case ; everything de- 
sirable was approj^ted in transitu. Potatoes were grabbed 
from the dish on its passage, while chops, steaks, and fried 
bacon were harpooned in like manner before they reached 
the table. AH this time my friend and I had not a chance 
of competition, being placed with our backs to the wall, 
emblems of chagrin and disgust, aggravated by kecm appe- 
tites and empty plates, with cannibals in front of us, bolting 
their food as if their stomachs and mouths were connected 
without the intervention of an SBsophagus, every chunk seem- 
ing to drop like a penny into a till. I was ready to burst 
with suppressed rage, and I think a straight edge laid on my 
frittid's head would have touched either shoulder, so marvel- 
lously did he shrug them. Por a moment I looked angrily 
across at a fellow hacking away at a piece of steak the size 
of a sheet of foolscap, a large portion of which was reposing 
on the cloth from the inability of the plate to contain it. 
But I checked myself in the act of asking him ^' if he meant 
devouring it all," and desired the waiter to bring something 
or anything for oar break£Gist. 

^^ Wid, thin,'* says that functionary, '^ sorra thing else in 
the house banin^ a pice uv salt beef, an' I'm thenking you'll 
find it a tooth-fasfner if you tuckle it." 

^ Bring it," I rejoined, ^' and be quick," for the morning's 
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shaking caused a great yacuum ; and, meantime, seeing the 
driver had " got through," as they term it, by his taking the 
tobacco-plug from under the seat and stuffing it in his 
mouth, I asked him if it was possible to effect an exchange 
of seats ; whereupon he rolled the huge quid in bis jaws as 
if it was his source of inspiration, but before he could elicit 
the response a young fellow in a jumper exclaimed : 

" What'll you shout if me and me mate gives you up the 
front percb ?" 

"Ay, that's the chat," chimed in his friend, by way of 
chorus. 

" Brandy or champagne," I quickly replied, for delay did 
not suit me at any price. 

" A brick by ," was the joint and prompt soliloquy ; 

and in came a bottle of brandy, standing on a round of blue-* 
moulded beef. I tried the beef, but, as the waiter said, it 
was in reality of tooth-fastening hardness, I might as well 
have attempted cutting a veneer off a knot of Irisb bog as 
think of getting a shaving from it ; so I hastily compounded, 
as did my companion also, for a crust of bread and a glass of 
brandy-and-water, which so charmed the hearts of our travel- 
ling friends that they not only gave us up the front seat, but 
insisted on paying for the brandy ; for the man who drinks 
brandy is the man for Victoria. Cognac is the '^Open, 
sesame 1" especially to the digger, just as sport is the pass- 
port to the admiration of the Irish peasant. 

" Heigh 1" and again we were off with an additional pair 
of horses. As we diverged from what was then called a 
macadamised road, a few miles above Kielor, on to the bush 
track, which was both heavy and hilly, I could not break the 
driver's taciturnity by any device, nor could I refrain from 
marvelling at the curious skill with which he managed to 
steer us safely, at full gallop, over watercourses and stony 
rises, which to the uninitiated would seem utterly impracti- 



A WONDEEFUL MAGPIE, 137 

cable for a wheeled vehicle at all ; obliged to sit, too, in order 
to have command of the foot-break, in what would strike an 
old four-in-hander as a most awkward position, and one in 
which it was difficult to suppose he could have good command 
of his horses. However, there he sat, rather leaning forward, 
with his arms distended like a spread eagle, a pair of reins in 
each hand, and his right foot hanging loose over the side to 
press the break at any instant. And on we raced, up hill 
and down dale, in perfect safety, but considerable anxiety 
and uneasiness, reaching a solitary place called the Eock 
Bank Inn — save the mark 1 — ^in fifty-three minutes — no bad 
time for a stage of eleven miles. 

The country on each side of the road to Kielor — and, 
indeed, I may say to our diverging point — was even then in 
a state of high cultivation, and the soil of a superior cha- 
racter ; but as we entered on the plains it became for the 
most part light and scant, with the trap close to the surface, 
somewhat resembling, except in its rich verdure, the light 
limestone pastures so frequently met with in Ireland. Some 
tracts, however, were more deeply covered with soil, and pre- 
sented a corresponding aspect of luxurious fertility. There 
was a magpie at the Bock Bank Inn that excelled any bird 
of any species I ever before witnessed, either on or off the 
stage. His quickness and versatility were positively amazing. 
He whistled, he spoke, and he mimicked in the most wonder- 
ful manner, and all, as the landlord said, '^ out of his own 
head" — ^intuitively, as I took it, which I could readily be- 
lieve, both because there was no one about the establishment 
who seemed capable of imparting any accomplishment, and 
because, even during our short stay, it was perfectly evident 
he had his ear always cocked to pick up something new, 
especially from my French friend, whose dialect appeared to 
tickle him exceedingly, for Jack hopped to the corner of the 
big wicker cage nearest which he moved, and when he spoke 
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the bird ducked and perked his tail, chuckling a detectable 
imitation of the strange phraseology ; after which he would 
commence whistling a merry air, as much as to say, " I've 
taken his measure this time/' We coaxed him all we could 
to get his imitation of " the drunken digger," his great cha* 
racter, but he was too intent on learning French to give it. 
However, as we moved off to take our seats, he shouted out 
several times, " Good-by, old boys — good-by, old boys l" and 
just anticipated the driver in yelling "Heigh!" when he 
gathered up the reins for a start. 

Our drive for the next stage was over a fine and sweetly 
picturesque country, along wide, level dells, closely carpeted 
with grass, winding through wooded knolls and along little 
rivulets, and as the track was open and unbroken, our speed 
was a sharp, steady gallop, which I was beginning to enjoy 
from the smoothness of the sod and the sense of security, 
when a cry of " Hold hard, pilot — ^hold hard 1" was repeated 
from behind. The drag and the reins soon checked the 
loup, and brought us to a stand-stUl, when Jonathan looked 
back angrily over the roof to see what was the matter, re- 
volving the tobacco with energetic fierceness on discovering 
it was a dropped hat. He said nothing, but, I could see, 
thought " almightily," as we jumped off again ; but are we 
got another mile, when the horses themselves seemed to be 
revelling in their task, snapping playfully at each other as 
they bounded over the velvet lea, the cry arose a second 
time, and up started Jonathan like a E^ng bay<»iet, without 
cheeking the pace, and, seeing it was a case of hat again, he 
hissed out through his clenched teeth, " I'U be Q— d d — d, 
but you'll travel in your bare scalp this time, anyhow I" and 
on we rushed at increased speed, as if the reins were electric 
wires and conducted his desire to the nags, for he never used 
the whip, nor did they break their stride until we came dose 
upon the precipitous banks of Beep Greek. This is a deep 
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water-worn gash, intersecting the great plains, very wide at 
the surface, and eaten down to a narrow channel, at a depth, 
in many places, ezceedinff two hundred feet, by the torrents 
which gatherfrom the yast «nr&ce draiiL.^ in the wet 
seasons. In some localities, where the banks are more 
shelving from the fiolling in of the upper strata, magnificent 
timber has arisen, with clumps of shrubs and brushwood 
flourishing under their shade, which render it charming to 
the loTers of natural scenery. The point at which we crossed 
quite answered to this description — ^a sort of titanic Dargle, 
wanting only the exercise of some landscape gardening skill 
to rival that sweet Wicklow retreat. 

We were obliged to walk — or more properly scramble — 
down the quick slopes, and, as Jonathan kept his seat, he 
looked as if he had his feet planted against the horse's 
breeches, with the coach on his head, like a huge shako. 
There were a few snug cabins, with trim little gardens, on a 
small plateau just above the levd of the winter floods, seem- 
ingly occupied by sawyers and their families, but who, as we 
ascertained, drove a retiring trade in liquid refreshments, 
prescribed as necessary before encountering the ascent on 
the opposite side. Once seated again, we had a short but 
charming ride, descending by a tortuous natural avenue, 
which wound through some grandly-timbered ranges imtil it 
reached that immense and splendid basin of unctuous allu- 
vion called Bacchus Marsh. This fertile tract is of unequalled 
productiveness, and cultivated through its entire extent in 
the best style of husbandry, yielding crops of surpassing 
abundance. I am not able to put an acreable measurement 
on its area, but judging from the eye, and regarding at the 
same time the very considerable and very comfortable popu- 
lations that are settled there, without any other occupation 
than farming, I should compute it at several thousand. The 
road passing through it for over two loiles is quite a street 
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in some places, lined with well-stored shops, neat dwellings, 
and a due proportion of excellent hotels far in advance of the 
general run, which had been improvised, as it were, to shelter 
the digging influx. I also remarked three steam flour-mills, 
substantially constructed, and at full work, with that dim 
and dusty aspect which showed they were of some standing. 
Indeed, the general appearance of the marsh almost con- 
veyed to me the notion of a well-organised little colony that 
had descended in a parachute, with all its goods and chattels, 
means and appliances, on a smiling mead, sweetly secluded 
and sheltered by enceinte ranges of wooded hills, quite con- 
tented and perfectly competent to live on its own resources 
without any intercourse with the outer world. I was much 
struck with the air of permanence and antiquity in every 
fixture, be it house or office, gate or stile, and I imagined 
there was an absence of that feverish impatience about the 
people, which expressed in effect, " Leave us our wheat and 
our vegetables, our flocks and our poultry, and we will not 
covet your gold or your minerals." The marsh was one of the 
earliest agricultural settlements in Port Phillip, and I be- 
lieve the proliflc soil can scarcely be said, up to the present 
day, to have required the slightest invigoration from manure. 
Orchards flourish there in a most abounding manner, yield- 
iug in excellence the fine fruits of warmer latitudes, and pro- 
ducing rare flowers and blossoming shrubs at much earlier date 
than they assume their summer garniture in the less-favoured 
districts. However, in as far as emigrants are concerned, it 
comes within the category of " sour grapes," for every inch 
of it has been long since taken up and purchased ; and I am 
much deceived if any of the dwellers in that fertile domain 
would be induced to part with their holdings on terms which 
any thrifty son of tbe soil, in seeking a home in the new 
world, would be warranted in giving. Its comparative con- 
tiguity to the metropolis is also an element of appreciation^ 



THE PENTLAITD HILIS. 141 

which, I believe, will ere long be mightily enhanced by the 
facilities of railway communication, for, notwithstanding that 
the promise of a line from Oeelong to Ballarat has been 
extorted from the present Legislature by the combination 
of the southern and south-western representatives, I am 
thoroughly convinced that utilitarian and pecuniary consi* 
derations will enforce the abandonment of so impolitic a 
ficheme for one which, while costing much less, will confer 
much more eztensivey as well as important, public advan- 
tages. 

However, if there is no room for the emigrant in the agri« 
cultural hotbed of Bacchus Marsh, there is ample scope in 
the glorious country immediately beyond it, known as the 
district of the Pentland Hills, which are extensive clusters 
of swelling rises, naturally naked of timber, but endowed 
with superior soil, and connected one with another by widely 
eloping curves of fine land competent to yield any crop 
whatsoever. Some of those hills attain a considerable eleva- 
tion, but never go beyond the reach of the plough, nor into a 
temperature calculated to affect prejudicially any species of 
husbandry likely to be essayed in the colony. As a matter 
of course, the drainage from these hills gives rise to rivulets 
and water-courses, which generally become dry in the sum- 
mer months, but, no doubt, will continue running all the 
year round when the surface is broken by the farmer and 
the moisture is permitted to percolate gradually through 
and enrich the soil, instead of gliding in broad sheets down 
the declivities as soon as it falls. Many of those rivulets 
are most charmingly fringed with timber, and in the dells 
through which they meander delightful vistas are often sud« 
denly opened out. But my constitutional rapture in these re- 
spects was effectually kept under by the hair-breadth nature 
of the driving through those gorges, with the coach going 
et full speed, at a slant, like a boat gunnel under and a rocky 
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water-bed on our lee, with the leaders going directly at 
right angles from the wheelers, suggested rather the gab- 
bling of a short prayer than a proper appreciation of the 
perspectiye. Many a tree side we bhiaed with the points of 
GUI axletrees during that stage, but we arrived at Ballan 
without an accident. 

From Ballan to Mount Egerton the distance was Yariously 
estimated at eight, nine, and eleven miles, right through the 
Bush, without any track or landmark for guidance ; but as it 
lay due west, or pretty nearly so, we relied on the sun 
to govern us in our route, M. la B t h being confident he 
could recognise the surrounding district when we reached it. 
His former visits to the mount were from Ballarat, which 
accounts for his ignorance of the new line we attempted. It 
was about two o'clock when we set out on the same after- 
noon, which was bright and warm for the season, and, as tlm 
course we followed never led us into an open country where 
we could catch a current of air, I soon felt the sweltering 
effects of a very heavy cape which I carried, in lieu of a 
blanket, being aware that diggers are new provided with 
any beyond those necessary for th^ individual requirements. 
My companion was perfectly unencumbered, for he had a sort 
of rude establishment at the reef. 

For the first few miles we walked steadily along, with as 
great confidence as if we saw a sigiud-post in the distance, 
and I verily believe we were going right all the time ; but all 
of a sudden, in the midst of a lively conversation, M. la 

B ^th started, as if stung with misgiving, and commenced 

expressing apprehensions about our direction. We stood 
still for a little to debate the matter and take solar observa- 
tions, and this time I began to share his doubts ; for, whesk 
uncertainty asserts its ascendant in the Bush, the gum-tree 
hotel is pretty sure to be the night's quartern. A new hand 
is like a man blindfolded for the iSrst time. His best and 
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only chance is to take a line before he enters, and then 
go boldly on, for pausing and deliberation aflberwards most 
genendlj engender bewilderment, and often result in a 
return to the starting-point. My Mend, constitutionaUj 
chatty, very quickly lapsed into complete taciturnity, glanc- 
ing about at every step for some indication of a track ; but 
nothing of the sort was visible, and neither beast, nor bird, 
nor rej^e itppeared to break the gloomy monotony peculiar, 
I believe, to the Australian forest, which is likewise distin- 
guished from that of most other countries by the sparse and 
open way in which it is timbered, for save in those ex- 
ceptional districts £Eivourable to the growth of the heath, the 
eucalyptus, or mallee scrub, the soil is covered with a green 
sward, as dose and herby as that on the open plains; 
whereas in Canada, in the States, in Califomia, in New 
Zealand, and, I believe, in the German and Scandinavian 
woods, the trees are in such close proximity, and the foliage 
so intertwined, that all pasturage is destroyed, except that 
brambly description suitable only to the ferm natures indi- 
genous to the localities. 

We had now been wsdking three hours, keeping the sun's 
declination as our guide, still there was no sign of human 
proximity, nor of that territorial configuration which my 
fidend could recognise as contiguous to the mount ; but we 
proceeded mechanically, resolved to keep moving so long as 
there was lights reconciling ourselves with the best grace to 
what appeared an inexorable necessity. And strange enough, 
from the moment we acknowledged the certainty of being 
benighted, M. la B— — th's elastic temperament began to 
rise and enliven* He laughed and joked at our situation, 
accepting our misfortune as an excellent adventure, throwing 
-op and catching hiq cigar-case with ecstasy, as if he looked 
forward to sup and sle^ on balmy smoke-wreaths. I cer- 
tainly envied him his resource, for I was without any, neveor 
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having taken a whiff from a pipe or a cigar in all my life. 
However, at this moment our attention was attracted by a 
cleared space before us, which, as we approached it, looked 
like an artificial opening made for a line of new road, the 
edge was so straight and well defined. This caused my 
friend's jubilation to take a different current, for he at once 
set it down as a certainty that the workmen's camp must be 
in the immediate neighbourhood ; but I very soon threw a 
wet blanket on his exultation, by informing him that the 
prostration of the timber was altogether from natural agency, 
and the supposed line of road nothing else than a phenomenon 
called a "windfall," caused by a violent current of hurricane, 
which swept down everything in its course, and this was all 
the more apparent from the fact that there was no axe mark 
discernible about the strewed timber, which was all either 
snapped short or torn up by the roots. It is an ordinary 
occurrence in America, and I once enjoyed the sublime 
horror of witnessing one, which tore its way across the 
Sacramento, close by the verge of a waggon encampment of 
a party I was travelling with. It was then new to all of us, 
and was certainly more calculated to call up alarming dismay 
for the time than any elemental extravaganza T ever wit- 
nessed at sea or on shore. The one in question was of im- 
mense magnitude, being between 120 and 150 yards in nearly 
uniform width, and as far in a norfch-east and south-west 
direction as the eye could follow it in the growing twilight. 
From the dried state of the timber the windfall was not of 
recent date, and the strange interest of its appearance was 
curiously heightened by a few great gaunt trees standing at 
long intervals in the woodland ruin, like huge unearthly 
skeletons that had arisen from the dead, denuded of foliage 
or branches, with only the stripped arms left. And as the 
declining sun sent its latest ray up this blasted avenue, 
elongating their spectral shadows over the sylvan chamel« 
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bouse, it was a subject wortby of tbe finest pencil. I at- 
tempted a leaden sketcb in my note-book, but it is little 
better than a caricature when compared with the scene 
ifcself. 

Our meditations amongst the tombs were, however, most 
agreeably cut short by the lowing of cattle in the distance ; 
for although it did not follow that a herdsman's hut should 
be amongst them, yet it gaye a fresh spring to hope, and off 
started my friend as if he actually saw 

That a cottage was near. 

I followed him to an increasing distance for some time with- 
out hearing any agreeable announcement, and had com- 
menced pondering on the propriety of calling* a halt and 
kindling a fire, when I fancied there appeared to be a distant 
glimmering of light, as sailors would say, " on my starboard 
bow." I immediately cooey'd to La B th, and as the dark- 
ness increased before he returned I could most distinctly 
observe it. We headed directly for it, and very soon after 
several more became disclosed to view, rising at irregular 
distances one above another, which left no doubt in our 
minds that the Mount Egerton settlement was close in 
front ; and off started my friend like a Zouave, leaving me to 
plod leisurely and hungrily along, perfectly content, how- 
ever, at the prospect of having all my toil and anxiety set off 
by a night's lodging and entertainment in a digger's tent. 

It was after supper-hour when we arrived, and we were con- 
strained to eke out a scant meal on tea and damper, for the 
place had not as yet become sufficiently important to attract 
a butcher, and the neighbouring shepherd had disappointed 
them that day in not delivering a promised carcase of mut- 
ton. This want, however, was supplied by that panacea which 
diggers are at all times provided with — brandy — administered 
on this occasion in our tea under the designation of '^ French 
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cream." While the meal was going on, a gang of young 
fellows hauled a quantity of fallen timber to an open space 
on the hill, and kindled a roaring fire of monster dimensians, 
round which we all squatted, discussing the prospects of the 
adjoining discoveiy, and drinking sucoess to it until long after 
midnight. I was treated with marked attention, from its 
being understood that I came i^ to ascertain how &r the 
prospects would warrant me in erecting a crushing-mill in 
the neighbourhood, the thing of all others they wanted. Thia 
circumstance very naturally made them more eloquent in 
their ardent description of the surrounding reefs, counselling 
me to be cautious and sceptical, and to take nothing foar 
granted short of demonstratiye proof, for although I was in- 
disposed to discredit the golden marvels that were impa- 
tiently narrated, I was well aware that where men's hopes 
and their interests go hand in hand, the conscience is mar- 
vellously inclined to sympathise with the imagination. 

Long before we thought of retiring, I became afflicted with 
an itching all-overishness quite strange to me, and equally 
unaccountable. At first I imagined it was an irritation 
caused by the perspiration from carrying the cape all day, 
and that it would pass away after a while, so I contented my- 
self in grinding my shoulders against a tree at my back and 
rasping my riiins with my trousers. But the sensation at length 
became so insufferable, I bared my leg and found it literally in 
a living coat of mail, covered all round with fleas. I jumped up 
in an ecstasy of disgust and discomfort, to the great amuse- 
ment of my new acquaintances, who consoled me with the 
assurance that they were the special evil of the place, from 
which there was no possible means of evasion^ pointing me 
out at the same time, by means of a glowing ember, the 
countless millions of them that were in the warm sand Tound 
the verge of the fire. Thej told me their beds, and blankets, 
and shirts were almost equally infested, but that from habit 
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they became familiariaed mth tbe nuisance, somewhat like a 
gentleman who on a wet night was oSered a bed by a fid^id 
of mine at Sandridge,*but declined the compliment, aaying, 
*< Thank yon, no ; I can't get on with strange fleas, but I don't 
mind my own swarm, I**?e become so used to their antics." 
I also dedined aU proffers of the kind, having previously 
made up my mind to sleep in the open air, selecting a nice 
sloping spot, free of coarse gravel, at a respectful distance 
from i^e warm sand, ;.but still within range of the fire, 
which was augmented to a prodigious size by the boys before 
they retired. As soon as I was left alone, I did what I could 
to rid myself of those maddening insects, but I dropped off 
into a conscious slumber in the midst of my task, dreaming 
of fixed bayon^s, prickly pears, and quickset hedges, imtil 
the first blink o{ morning sun aroused me. The air was keen 
And frosty during the latter part of the night, coating i^ 
ground with a slight hoar, and paralysing, to a great ext^xt, 
the energy of my tormentors, which struck me as a capital 
*opportuniiy for making a radical clearance of them. So, 
retiring into a viigin arbour, and imitating the statues men- 
tioned in the ^^ Groves of Blarney," I commenced my ma^ 
smrn opu0f which took the form of hop-picking rather than 
fox-hunting, from the torpor caused by the chill air. The 
bojTs pierced the woods with oooeys, not knowing what had 
become of me, but I gave no response until the extermination 
was perfectly finished. 

After breakfast we went to inspect the mines, and cer- 
tainly, considering the time since the first blast was fired in 
connexion with the number of men employed on the reefs, 
the quantity of stone raised showed that they had not idled 
their time, while the promiscuous way in which they piled 
it proved how little they were acquainted wil^ this new and 
arduous branch of their profession. They laboured under 
the idea that all quartz was auriferous, and that the stone 
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which did not disclose the precious metal to the naked eye 
would, nevertheless, 3rield it under the process of pulverisa- 
tion and amalgamation, and thej accordingly made indiscri- 
minate heaps of all. The reefs were of great magnitude — ^I 
may say all cropping out at the surface — and, in conformity 
with the natural law, running north and south, always dip- 
ping to the north. But surface reefs only prove good in ex- 
ceptional cases from some unknown cause, and even where 
they are rich, as I have seen them, they most generally run 
out or get barren within thirty feet sinking, though I am 
thoroughly eonvinced that, in time to come, when quartz- 
mining is conducted on the same extensive and scientific 
principles of the tin and copper mines of Cornwall, what 
in the present day are considered blind reefs will prove to be 
the surface buds of illimitable quarries of richer gold-bear- 
ing stone than has ever yet been discovered. There was 
another objection to the Mount Egerton Eeefs, which struck 
me at once, which was the massive solid character of the 
strata, together with their extreme purity and whiteness — 
both very unpromising indications. If experience completely 
establishes the fact, at least, under existing systems, that the 
best paying reefs are those that are largely intersected with 
fissures — ^more inclined to come out in pebbles than in blocks 
— or, if I might coin a designation, " rubble reefs,'* as con- 
tradistinguished from "boulder reefs," showing, at the same 
time, a certain degree of ignigenous discoloration, as if they 
were disintegrated, to a certain extent, by extreme heat, and 
the liquid metal injected into the veins by the same agency, 
— still, where there are evidences of excessive volcanic effect, 
showing that the quartz is partially calcined, the reef may be 
set down as poor, looking as if the gold had been run off, 
little remaining in the honeycombs but a light, fiimsy 
debris, which I may be permitted in st>me sense to liken to 
the dross of molten lead. 
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Nevertheless, the reefs at Mount Egerton bore close exa- 
mination better than I expected, and, after a blast, threw out 
seyeral stones bearing pretty specimens, but at the same 
time very widely scattered. And here let me say that all my 
subsequent experience satisfied me that what are called 
specimen reefs — ^that is, reefs which here and there furnish 
rich and beautiful specimens, such* as would be purchased 
for the cabinet or for exhibition — ^in no instance yield so 
large or so steady an average as those which are impregnated 
with the smaller gold. I went down into almost all the shafts 
and explored the several drives by candle-light, knocking off 
specimens— and handsome ones, too — ^in my progress ; still I 
could not get over the conviction that it would not pay at 
the enormous rates of labour, machinery, and carriage. And 
such proved to be the case ; for though others, more intrepid 
than my partner and myself, afterwards erected large quartz- 
mills there, the rate which they were constrained to charge 
for crushing, &c., so absorbed the produce, that the impove- 
rished miners were unable to continue their operations, and 
disastrous loss was consequently entailed on the machinists. 
Over and above the aspect of the reefs, there was another 
circumstance which fortunately discouraged me from the 
speculation, which was the absence of water, without which 
the process could not be attempted. The miners, to be 
sure, insisted there would be abundance saved by damming 
during the wet season, but as the consumption of water in 
the process must be very great to be eflGlcacious, and as there 
were no ranges in connexion with the mount from which a 
supply could be conducted, I declined to entertain the idea. 
The more sanguine parties who entered into the enterprise 
were at great expense in constructing reservoirs, and 
adopted, as I was given to understand, ingenious con- 
trivances for saving and re-using the same water over and 
over again. However, the supply soon got exhausted, having 
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previously become too turbid for proper use, to th© yery 
serious damnification of the miners, as amalgamation always- 
proceeds more safely and successfully the cleaner the water, 
and the same stream, when it is used frequently, getting* 
more surcharged with sludgy matter, and, £ir worse still, 
with grease and oil from the machinery in each return, be» 
comes at last a perfect antidote ta the amalgamating pro- 
perties of quickEolver, as any one can prove by trying the 
same quantities of sand and gold-dust in two basins, one of 
pure, the other of thick, greasy water, and observing the 
result. There is another curious feature about Mount 
Egerton that attracted my observation, if for no other reason 
than that it runs counter to one of the most popular theories 
regarding the alluvial diggings. Experienced and investiga- 
ting men affirm dogmatieally that the auriferous gully depo- 
sits come from the quartz disintegrated by aqueous or atmo- 
spheric influences off the caps of the reefs. Yet here the 
reefs cropped out above the surface, powdering the hill- 
sides with white gravel, without resulting in any deposits in 
the alluvion, which was well tried and prospected in every 
quarter ; while a much stronger instance has since occurred 
at the Steighty quartz mines, which are exceedingly rich, 
without giving birth to any alluvial diggings in the neigh- 
bourhood. It may be possibly accounted for in this way r 
that there were two volcanic upheavings of quartz at fiir 
distant periods, the older of which becomii^ disintegrated 
from the above causes, fed the adjoining gulUes, while the 
more modem reefs, firm and undecayed, retained their riches. 
But even this far-fetched hypothesis of mine comes in oon- 
fiict with the stem assertion of geologists, who afGbrm that 
New Holland is, as it were, only a continent of yesterday. 
However, with Mount Egerton and Steighty on tiie one 
hand, abounding in auriferous quartz in the reef and no gold 
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in the gully, and Ballarat, &c. &c., on the other hand, teem- 
ing with gold in the gully far remoyed from the possible 
bounty of a quartz reef, it is, to say the least of it, no easy 
matter to hit upon a theory which will reconcile all the appa« 
rent contradictions. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

Start from Mount Egerton under a tolerable Load — ^Encounter a Stranger 
— ^His lamentable Condition — Our Difficulties — Belieyed hj a curious 
Adventure — Beach Ballan — Meet a Countryman in my Host — Our 
Foreign Belations and the Balance of Punch — ^My Morning's Medicine — 
Mass Hill Becipe — ^Arrive in Melbourne — Preparations for my Quartz 
Crushing Scheme — ^Extreme Activity in the Foundries, from the Number 
of Machines ordered— The Chilian Mill described— Its Merits and its 
Faults — The Patent Berdan described at Length — Fit for a Gallery of 
Illustration— But unfit for the rough Work of the Gold-fidds— Its Pon- 
derosity — Expense and the many preliminary Preparations an incurable 
Objection — ^An Appeal to Science and Art — An Extract from Facts and 
Figures, 

On the morning of the second day after my arrival I set 
out alone for Ballan, as M. la B th remained with his em- 
ployes. In addition to my cape, I was laden with a tole- 
rable-sized bag, a bundle of quartz specimens, gathered and 
knocked off with my own hand, together with a few hand- 
some presentation ones. I entertained no apprehension 
about losing my way, but I soon began to feel the incon- 
venience of my kit, which, in all, was over 60 lbs. weight, 
slung &om the end of a stick that I carried across my shoul- 
der. I made a very fair track to the " Windfall," judging 
by the time I took, and proceeded thence with as much con- 
fidence as if I knew every stump and broken limb that I 
passed. But it was a lonely tramp, without any novelty to 
catch the eye, or any sound to salute the ear, for it is not a 
district frequented by parrots or jackasses, and as for abo- 
rigines, they had all long since receded before the advances 
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of the Merino sheep and the Christian lambs. I made an 
effort to commune with my thoughts, but whoever reflected 
satisfactorily during the twitches of a toothache P nor could 
I succeed, ^dtli a rough stick wearing a furrow in my coUar- 
bone, so I abandoned the attempt, and adopted whatever 
idea chance shuffled uppermost. And thus I jogged along, 
ruminating desultorily for fully an hour, and would pro- 
bably have gone on so to the end of my walk, only that I was 
coqey'd to by a man at a distance on my left hand. It took 
me rather by surprise, for I did not expect it, neither did I 
observe the person until he challenged me. 

I halted immediately, and took a good survey of him as 
he approached, without being able to detect either in his 
bearing 'or accoutrements anything calculated to excite sus- 
picion or uneasiness. Indeed, as he came dose up, he looked 
more a subject for pity than alarm ; and no wonder either, 
for, as he told me, he had been bushed two days, without any 
sustenance, in endeavouring to make his way from Blackwood 
to Mount Egerton, and being bushed in an Australian forest 
is a serious matter, for even with a gun there is small chance 
of providing sustenance, from the scarcity of game. The poor 
fellow made sure I had food in my pack, and looked dread- 
fully woe-begone when I undeceived him, being in a state of 
great and natural exhaustion, not having tasted anything 
more nutritious than water; for there are no berries, nor 
nuts, nor anything akin to the acorn, in those inhospitable 
wilds. I endeavoured to cheer him with the assurance that 
Ballan was only a few miles distant, but before proceeding 
he begged me to allow him a few minutes' rest. So down we 
sat for about a quarter of an hour, exchanging notes, but lo ! 
when I again arose, I was utterly unable to select the route 
which I was previously pursuing with such confidence. The- 
sun, too, was overcast all the morning, which increased my 
confusion. . I paused and looked about, trying to ^' hunt the 
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beel/' as it is termed, with the yiew of clearing up my be- 
wilderment, but all without ayaQ, being at length obliged to 
start, as it were, in the dark, and, strange, also with a firm 
impression that I was going wrong. 

And so it turned out, for although hj time Ballon should 
not^haye been more than three or four miles from our rest- 
ing-place, we toalod along for three hours, without getting 
any sign of its proximity, but rather the rey^rse, for we 
struck a deep narrow glen tinat I had not come across in my 
previous walk, I was yezed, confounded, and weary, &etted 
also by the deplorable state of my poor companion, who had 
keen literally crawling for the last hour. After thinking 
orer our situation, I came to the conclusion that the most 
prudent course to pursue was to lay aside my bag of speci- 
mens, and, covering the man with my cape, to go in quest of 
succour ; however, the instant I mentioned the idea to him, 
he dropped on his knees, and tearfully prayed me not to 
desert him, as he was sure to die, and I never could find him 
again if I once left him. I did not argue with the poor 
fellow, as I saw his fears precluded the possibility of convic- 
tion, but assented to his appeal, fully assured that the gloom 
of a night in the wilderness would be mournfully aggravated 
by the cold, awful presence of death. I abstained from ask- 
ing him to move until he suggested it, because I knew not» 
whence to go ; still as our chances of escape were better in 
progress, be it whither it would, I brought up some cool 
water from the ravine in the rim of my wide awake, and 
having taken a draught each, we started afresh. 

I took a new line in the hope of staggering on some mode 
of escape, for, in truth, our pace could not be properly desig* 
nated walking, as I, of course, waited for my companion, who 
limped painfolly and languidly along at barely the rate of a 
mile an hour. At our first rest I bethought me of whistling 
aloud, as on the grouse moors in my early days I acquired 
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the knaek of making a most Bkrill noise with my crooked 
finger in mj moath to call in the dogs ; so I climbed trp a 
tree as high as I coold, and commenced. I was not conscious 
of any response for some time^ being, in &di, rather dull of 
hearing, but the poor sufferer below declared he could hear 
a fednt cooey,. indicating the direction with his finger. I 
bade him listen while I made a special effort^ and this time 
he was quite positiye in his assurance, although I did no^ 
detect a sound. I therefore went aa far in the directicm as I 
could without losing sight of my companion, and, climbing 
another tree, I gave a most penetrating whisde, which, to 
my infinite joy, was clearly responded to. This infused new 
life into us both, and we proceeded with comparatiye brisk- 
ness, chaUenging aa we advanced and receiving responses, 
which proved our approximation, until at length we discerned 
two men back to back against the same tree, regularly bailed 
up, tied, neck, pinions, and legs, with a strong cord or nmaU 
rope. This at first was anything but a consolatory discovery, 
for here were men as destitute as ourselves, one of them 
badly wounded in the encounter, and both greaUy lacerated 
in their frantic endeavours at extrication. They, howev^, 
gave us the joyfbl intelligence, aa we were loosening their 
bonds, that Ballan was little over a mile distant. 

They afterwards gave us to imderstand that they were a 
pair of diggers who were carrying their gold-dust to Mdl- 
boume on horseback, as they had done once before, taking 
the Sacdins Marsh route as the one least likely to excite 
suspicion. However, they were met the evening previous 
on the Bush track by three bushrangers, one of whom was 
mounted, and after a hard fight they were captured, their 
horses and their gold taken, and they themselves carried 
back into the wood suffidently for to be beyond earshot of 
other travellers, ^d bailed up as we found them. And 
there, most probably, they would have perished, ovlj for 
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the accident of our misfoitime. They strongly suspected a 
plant, and were positiye they could identify any of the gang. 
One of them was very weak from loss of blood from a 
wound in the hough, where the ball had lodged between the 
strong tendons ; but in the process of binding him to the 
tree, one of those heartless scoundrels feeling the ball near 
the skin, had the cool cruelty to take out his knife and 
make a slit in the flesh, which enabled him to pick it out, 
remarking, as he did so, "that it would do for another 
customer." 

I carried some water from a neighbouring swamp, and, 
after washing their wounds and slaking their parching thirst, 
we got into slow motion, as done-up a party as one could 
well encounter. However, if our progress was slow, we 
soon had the satisfaction of feeling it was secure, for the 
liberated diggers brought us straight to the track, and in 
half an hour afterwards we were transported with delight on 
catching a glance of the straggling hamlet of Ballan, a little 
before sundown. We made no inquiries about the respec- 
tive merits of the different places of entertainment, if such 
existed in the village, for any sort of food aad shelter would 
have been deemed superlative under the circumstances, 
but, as luck would have it, the first house that we espied 
was the one at which the coach changed horses, " The 
Wirrebbee Inn," a right comfortable hostelry, all things con- 
sidered, with a bustly, good-natured landlord, who abso- 
lutely turned out to be — I may say — an acquaintance of my 
own, having been for many years in the service of Mr. 
C— p — T of M — ^k— Castle, a near neighbour of mine in the 
county S — g — , 

The poor fellow whom I first met was instantly put to 
bed, being in a state of utter prostration, next door to dis- 
solution, devoid of all appetite, and with a languid, thready 
pulse barely detectable. However, a warm posset, medi- 
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cated with brandy, seemed to comfort and revive him exceed- 
ingly. The other men also went to bed, after having their 
wounds and lacerations cleansed and stuped, and the gun- 
shot injury clumsily bandaged by a most original leech, who 
must have graduated in some dissolute island at a rough- 
and-ready university. As for myself, like the majority of 
nurses, I managed to extract some creature-comforts from 
amongst the simple prescriptions, and with the aid of a 
strong tumbler of hot punch and a crust of bread, I evoked 
a keen appetite for a succulent steak, littered over with raw 
onions, and accompanied with a plate of laughing potatoes, 
cooked in their pelts after the true Connaught fashion. My 
host insisted on attending me himself, seeming radiant with 
satisfaction at the cut-and-thrust style in which I disposed 
of his fare, and interposing most ludicrously between me 
and the interrogatories which a brace of commercial am- 
bassadors from Melbourne were inquisitively putting me 
regarding the adventures of the day. 

Dinner over, and the half-spread doth removed from my 
side of the table, in came the landlord, with a small kettle 
in one hand and a tray in the other, and after depositing the 
former in its proper location, and placing the tray on the 
table, he pulled a black bottle from his skirt-pocket, and, 
whispering confidentially in my ear, " Here's a drop of the 
real strip-me-down-naked, that id cut the pearl off a piper's 
eye," he placed it tenderly and confidingly in my embrace, 
like a devoted guardian giving away his ward in marriage. 
I, however, forbid the banns, except on one condition, that he 
would come in and join me himself, a proposition he acceded 
to with modest delight, for I could see he was bursting with 
anxiety to hear the news about his native country, from 
which he had been absent some nine years. We accordingly 
established ourselves at one side of the hearth, imbibing 
capital Irish whisky and revelling in Irish provincial gossip. 
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wUle the gents oy^ tiie way were oonsuming iBdifferent 
tipple, and discnssing the BuBBian war and continental pdi- 
tics in a most graye and absurd manner. Once only th^ 
appealed to ub on some moot point, for my host forbid a 
repetition by the snappish way in which he rejoined, *^ What 
do we know about them sarfs and Muscovies, or the Kzimay 
neither? To the divil I pitdi the whole boilin* of Toiks 
an* Booshians!" so impatient was he at imy intermptioBL 
of my stories and anecdotes about home. When my budget 
was exhausted, the bottle was at a low ebb, and I had some 
difiEicuUy in prevailing on my entertainer to show me my room 
— a most snug and deanly apartment dose by the parlour, 
whei^ I left the other parties deeply immersed in thw 
wrangle. Boaa after I retired I heard tibe landlord an?- 
nouncing to them the hour of tiie night in a Tery inggestive 
way ; and after another lapse, as they waxed warm about 
*^ our foreign relations,'' &c., he entered, and admanished 
them rather angrily, when— 

First Omt.f in a thick tcme of expostulation, lemarked, 
** My good sir — you poGi-ively sup-jnise me— in treating so 
serious a subject in thn way— the ateete of our £are%n rela- 
tions is most importin' an d " 

^ Idon't doubt their giandier at all," responded the lanct* 
lord; "but what have we to do with tiiie decent people at 
this time o' night f " 

Second Gent. — ^''My hon-bul &iend does-int com>prend 
the quession — it's our &un r4atiQiiB an' ihe balance o' 
power we-re an'l-isin' of." 

"Balance o' bkoes," interrupted Banifieiee; '^what the 
divil is the weights and measures of your distant rektions 
to us out here in the Bush of Australia P Gome, off to your 
beds, an' dont be ka^in' the tired gentleman in the next 
room awake with your ballyragging about pei^le who may 
be dead and doin' well, jEor all you know, by this time." 
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Saying which, he laid hold of the two candlesticks, as I 
could gather, and the disputants, rather than be left in the 
dark, followed him with unsteady steps to another end of 
the room, where, I apprehend, the balance of punch soon 
drowned all recollection of their foreign relations. 

In good time next morning a tap at tiie door recalled me 
to consciousness, and iniaroduced my kind landl<nrd with a 
goodly bowl, carrying a crest like whipped cream. 

^' What have you got there, my friend >F" I inquired. 

" Only your shayin' wather, to be sure," he replied, with 
a fanny wink, seating himself by my bedside like one of the 
faculty ; adding, '' Sit up, an' rinch the cobwebs out o' your 
throat with a mouthful of this necthur, manafactured in 
real ould Mass Hill* style, an' maybe it won't warm the 
codiles of ycmr heart afther your hardships." 

It did not require much pressing to coax me into a sitting 
posture, for I eoirectly divined that my morning draught 
was a foaming meaaure of whisky and new milk, for which I 
humbly confess I haye eyermore had a decided partiality. STo 
present I could possibly haye made him would haye con- 
ferred an amount of gratification equal to that it was evident 
he experienced in seeing me drain off the bowl to the bottom, 
and suck the warm froth from my moustache. ** There's no 
fear of you yet ; you wont die this time," he remarked, as 
he went away gleefully to administer similar doses to the 
other patients, whom I found as well as could be expected 
under all the drcumstances. Even the inflammation about 
the gun-fihot wound and the inhuman gash made in extract- 

* Mass Hill was fbs rendence of a *' good old IricAi gentlemaii, all of tilie 
olden time," situated in tilie ivild grouse districts of S — ^g — ^i when a large 
party of sportsmen assembled by special invitation every August. There 
-was a fine barrack-room in tiiis mansion off the hall, containing eight beds, 
and every morning our host entered idth a jar of poteen, foiUimed hy a cow 
and milkmaid, who emptied the spirit into the pul, and milked the eow 
over it, after which she handed a sUver tankard of the glorious mixture to 
each guest in tiie room. 
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ing the ball was not as great as I anticipated. I recom- 
mended them to remain a-bed all day, and promised to send 
a doctor from the Marsh to visit them. The down coach 
from Ballarat arrived soon after breakfast, and I managed to 
get stowed away in the crowd by my former driver, who 
landed me safely in Melbourne early in the afternoon. 

Again at head-qaarters, I set actively about making pre- 
parations for getting the quartz-crushing enterprise in 
motion, having, with the acquiescence of my partner, se- 
lected Bendigo as the field of our operations. I engaged a 
person who represented himself as a practical man to super- 
intend the getting up of the models, the castings, and the 
smith's work, while I undertook to go up country to look 
out for a suitable site, get the timber sawn, and put the 
woodwork in hand. The manner of machine we decided on 
was a regular Cornish stamping-mill, with an engine of 
sixteen horse-power, driving twelve stamp-heads of about 
3 cwt. each, divided into three sets of four, and working in 
distinct boxes, which had fine pimched copper gratings in 
&ont, that prevented the quartz escaping until it became 
crushed to the proper grist. The stamps had a lift of twelve 
inches, falling on a solid metal bed plate, so that we calcu- 
lated on doing a good stroke of work, and, as all systems of 
amalgamation were at that period little better than so many 
individual experiments, we were over-persuaded to permit 
our engineer to essay one of his own, which it is unnecessary 
to describe, as we were obliged to discard it on a short trial, 
and I have never seen or heard of its being adopted by any 
of the numerous miUs which have since arisen in the colony. 
The different foundries in Melbourne at this time were over- 
whelmed with orders for quartz-crushing purposes, but of all 
the principal schemes the Cornish Stamping, the Chilian 
Wheel, and the !l^atent Berdan Balls and Basin were those 
which found most favour. The Chilian principle is one 
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which has certainly stood the test of long experience in the 
olden gold countries, where it no doubt suited tolerably well, 
working safely and efficaciously enough when not overtasked 
or over-hurried, but in a dear country, where immense ex- 
penses accrue with frightful rapidity, it is not at all eligible, 
for no system can possibly bear up against enormous drain 
of outlay but one' which can get through a large quantity in 
a short time. In the first instance, Chilian miUs were used 
per Be — ^that is, without any auxiliary ; then light stampers 
were superadded to crack the stone into small lumps ; but 
even with this supplemental aid they were not found to 
answer, and I think I am safe in saying they are now used 
simply as amalgamating machines, for which, in my opinion, 
they are not peculiarly eligible, for when driven at a high 
rate of speed, as they necessarily must be to keep pace with 
the crushed stuff delivered from the stampers, the wheels do 
not revolve on their own axis, but are whirled round in the 
basin with such extreme rapidity that they cause a current 
in the water through which they are driven which prevents 
the very fine and the thin laminated ['gold from sinking into 
contact with the quicksilver. I'or the uninitiated, I may 
explain the simple principle of the Ohilian mill. It is a 
saucer -shaped metal basin, with a raised centre, which 
causes a wide groove all round betwixt it and the outer rim 
of the basin, just as if a cut-down breakfia.8t-cup was placed 
mouth under in its saucer. A pair of metal wheels adapted 
to the groove stand on opposite sides of the basin, connected 
by an axle as like as may be to that connecting a pair of cart- 
wheels, and these wheels are set in motion by an upright 
Bhaft and spindle, which come up through the centre of the 
basin, driven by a belt jfrom the engine. The quicksilver is 
placed in the groove, and the quartz is supposed to be pul- 
verised and amalgamated at the same time, a constant flow 
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of water into the basin carrying oW the washed and disiii- 
tegrated stnfi through apertures on the side of the bram. 

In theory this would strike one as a EBmple, effieadoim 
system, and so it ra, in slow motion with a limited feed, but 
it is perfectly plain tlat under the ineyitable mechanical 
law of centriftigal force, aa the speed is aec^rated so is the 
efTect of gravtty diminished and the crushing pow^ sicb*- 
tracted from. A pair of balls attached by a string ta a 
stick will trail roiHid cai the ground when moved slowly, hn^ 
win fiy through the air when whisked with violence. A 
coach-wheel in slow motion will grind a stone, while Sie 
same coach-wheel in full E^ed will harmlessly hop over. 
But it is unnecessary to multiply illustrations in denwn* 
strating what is self-evident, and when to thk tendaicy ifr 
superadded that already noticed — ^the velocity of the water 
current in the groove— -I am incHned ta think it will be 
apparent to any inquiring mind that for operations cat a 
grand scale the Chilian mill is not at all adapted. In Chifi, 
Peru, and Mexico, where labour is cheap, the i^lianees- 
rude, and the people coiMftitutionally tardy in industrml 
pursuits', they may still maintain their ascendancy, hxA^ 
in CaEfomia or Australia they can never pay. I should 
add, that the mill which I have described, though eaUed tiie 
Chilian mQI, is only ChiUan in itfr first piinciptes. The trae 
Chilian mill, as^ in many instances it may be seen in Tictona, 
is fcomed of two large circular blocks of grsEute, like mill- 
stones, on edge, traversing over an iron grating, througib 
which the pulverised stone falls, and is then taken away 
and washed, or amalgamated by a sepaante process* 

The Berdan patent is another phase of the Ckilian pme- 
tice— a reay clever, ingenious contrivaiiee — ^whid& does ita 
work well and iieatly, but ia better ssdted fer a gallecy of il-* 
lustratio&i than for the hard work of a quartz rerf. It i» 
not easy to imagine any machine calculated to impart*gr6ater 
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satifi£addoa in going through a nice set experimental task 
with its balk in order and its basin without flaw, bnt lor 
exteneaye ^id continnous operations of a rough aad tumble 
chaiaeter,. to use a Tulgar expression, '^ it is not at all the 
cheese;" and! questicm very much if the parties who ate 
aald to have given so exorbitant a price for the patent would 
have ever parted with their money had they seen it properly 
tested. 

Even though it is a patented inventkm, I dare say the 
great majority of my readers have never seeS; oixe ; I may, 
therefore, be excused while endeavouring shortly to describe 
it. The Serdan is also called a basin, h^i one more re* 
sembling a washing-tub than a saucer. Let me, then, Hken 
it to a metal tub set on edge at rather a sharp angle, with a 
large and a smaller metal ball,, perfectly loose and free,^ 
inside, the inner botteaa of the tub round its extreme cir- 
cumference being of a concave shape exactly suited to the!» 
rotundity c^ the larger ball, which is the grinding ball, the 
smaUer one being only intended to act by its simple gravity 
in preventing its companion from ascending. Ijeyond ita 
proper centre, as the rotatory motion of the basin would 
naturally indine it. The tub— or basin, I will now call it — 
is set at this slant or angle by means of a shaft penetrating 
its centre^ which is fixed in a &ame, and is set in motion 
by a piniosrwheel driven by a belt from the engine, which 
works into a set of cogs round the circumference of it& 
nether bottom. The quicksilver, when thrown in, runs into 
a po(d underneath the large ball, togeth^ with the quartz 
and water, and as the basin ia made to revolve the ball of 
course turns, crushing and amalgamating simultaneously, 
while the refuse stuff is surged out through apertures which 
occur at given spaces round the side. In a full-sized Berdan 
ike large ball is, I befieve, about 10 cwt., the ol^er one- 
quarter that weight. One of the great evils inseparable 
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from this system is the rapid wearing of the balls into the 
most unequal, angular, and fantastic shapes, according to 
the capricious tempering of the casting, when thej cease to 
act with effect. The small ball is the first to show the effects 
of attrition, revolving as it does from its smaller circum- 
ference at four times the rate of the other, but both soon 
become palpably misshapen, and, worse still, work such 
• inequalities in the bottom of the basin, that when a new set 
of balls are procured the concave track is so worn and rutted 
that the original effect can be no longer produced. 

This, in itself, is a formidable objectioti to a most expen- 
sive machine, and their great ponderosity is another draw- 
back in a country where carriage is so high, and where the 
localities in which they are invariably required are, for the 
most part, very difficult of access ; stiU these are not the 
only faults to be found with the Berdan. The quartz to be 
operated on by these machines must be calcined almost to a 
limy state — ^a very tedious and expensive operation, effected 
by felling trees, and building a sort of huge pyre on which 
the quartz is piled up and left to smoulder for several days 
after the timber is ignited — and then it has to be cracked 
into small stdnes, about the size of those used in macadami- 
sation, before it is thrown into the basin ; so that, taking it 
for all in all, it is somewhat analogous to the [French recipe 
for killing fleas — ^a series of unimportant operations instead 
of a summary cracking between the thumb-nails. Berdans, 
exclusively used as amalgamating machines, would answer 
admirably (even better than the Chilian mills), only for 
their cost, their unwieldiness, and the power they require to 
drive them; but even in that capacity they must not be 
severely taxed, else they will throw out gold. Indeed, it is 
my firm opinion, derived from dose comparison and expe- 
rience, that each set of four Cornish stamp heads, such as 
those we erected, would, to do them justice, require a 
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separate full-sized Berdan to amalgamate the stuff they 
could crush, which, at the required fineness, would be about 
one-third of a ton per hour. 

The patrons or proprietors of this op the other machine 
which I have noticed, may feel aggrieved at my remarks, but 
I have only set forth candidly and honestly what came under 
my own observation. I have no interest to subserve but 
that of the public good, and in detailing the faults, the im- 
perfections, and the short-comings of the machines engaged in 
the important business of quartz-crushing in Victoria at 
present, I am simply desirous to excite the scientific genius 
of some of those gifted men whose wondrous achievements 
in detecting the secrets and surmounting the obstacles of 
nature, both on the earth, and the ocean below, and in the 
heavens above, seem almost tending to the length of ex- 
citing the jealousy of the great Euler of the Universe ; and 
it will be the proudest reward of my light and desultory 
jottings if I can only think that the contents of these pages 
have caused our Stephensons, our Brunels, and especially 
our Earadays, to bestow a thought on the losses and diffi- 
culties under which the poor digger labours in endeavouring 
to reach at the fruits of his wasting toil. I say especially 
the Paradays, because I believe Cornish experience has 
arrived at the acme of excellence as regards the mechanical 
process of pulverisation, and that the great want is a 
scientific one. The great want is either a new amalgamating 
ageirt, or a new process by means of which the old one can 
be made to act with infallibility either in substance or in 
vapour, or, what would be the crowning excellence of all 
inventions, a mode by which the quartz ore could be smelted 
or dissolved as it is taken from the reef, and the pure gold 
eliminated from its matrix by some such means as those by 
which it was deposited there by the great laboratory of 
Nature. 
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I subjoin an original and ingenious idea of a Collingwood 
gentleman, as noticed in Facte and Figu/res, which I have no 
doubt would be efficacious in its results, but I fear is sur- 
xounded with too loany ddicate complications to come into 
general use : 

ISTPROVEMKBTT TS EjCTRACTmO GOLD FROM AuEIFEBOUS QUABTZ, AND 

OSBER MraBBAiiS. By WilliBin Sjnuiigton, CoUingwoocL — ^This inrention 
refers to the process of amalgamation as the means of obtaining the gold, 
and it consists of a peculiar mode of using mercury, whereby its properties 
«pe brought to bear upon the gold in, it is believed, a more beneficial way 
than by the method ordinarily adopted. The mercury when employed far 
amalgamation by the common plan, is used in a liquid state, and the quartz 
IS either crushed in a pan, containing a certain quantity^ or it is mixed 
together in a sepajcate vessel. Now the character of this invention is to use 
the mercury in a state of vapour, the quartz or other materials containing 
the gold is reduced to a state of powder, and in that state is brought In 
contact with the mercury. The inventor shows an arrangement of apparatus 
how the process is carried on, but he does not confine himself to that, as be 
claims the broad proposition of using the mercury in a state of vapour. 
The mode shown in the specification for carrying out the invention is as fol- 
lows : — ^A quantity of mercury is placed in its natural state in a retort, set 
in brick-work, at the side of which is an apparatus composed of three cham- 
bers, the upper one being occupied with a hopper and slide — ^the middle one 
being the chamber into which the mercury and greond quartz first come in 
contact with each other — and the lower one, a chamber filled with water, 
in which is an a^tator working upon an axis. The process then is this : 
beat being applied to the retort, the mercury passes off in a state of vapoar 
through a pipe connected to the retort, into the middle chamber of the 
apparatus ; at the same time the powdered quartz is allowed to fall down in 
minute streams, so that the two are brought in immediate contact, and 
become immediately blended, and in that state they fall down i^n a board 
placed upon the lower chamber, into which they are washed by water, intro- 
duced through a pipe at the back of the apparatus. When they are arrived 
in this lower chanibec, they are s&red well up together by a Tevohnng 
agitator, and become thoroughly incorporated, by which the mercury will 
sdze upon whatever gold may be contained in the quartz : there is a small 
cock at the bottom of this lower chamber for the purpose of drawing efftiie 
amalgam. A great advantage held out by this system is, that the process 
is continuous, as, after the first charge of mercury, the amalgam which is 
taken from tiie lower chamber of the apparatus is placed in l^e retort, to 
obtain the gold therefrom, and the mercury which is distilled passes off into 
the apparatus, by which the two processes are carried on simultaneously. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

Jl Trip in CoWs Coach— <!oac3i-rac]ng Scenes — ^A Boad Piotiirfr-<-01arke*s 
special Surrey — Scene at the Gap — Pretty Situation of Gisborne — The 
Black Forest most properly christened — ^Mount Macedon — ^Wood End — 
Oadsmhs — ^Kyneton and the Country aiound it — ^If almesbuiy and its 
Keighbourhood — Course of the Campaspie and the Valley of iliat Name 
— Tarradale and its Else — Elphinstone — ^Forest Creek and its Aspect — 
Crold first discovered there — ^Why kept secret — ^The early Days of Gdd 
buying — ^Fine Carrots (carats) — Banks bring Gold to its Value — Their 
Policy — Castlemaine past and present — Good Hotel — ^A Brick-jamping 
Bed — ^^Crowds of Chinese about Castlemaine — ^Their Treatment — Puddling 
Jlaishines described — Their Mode of Operation — ^Their Profits — ^Drive 
from Castlemaine to Sandhurst — ^Bayensworth Station — Incorrect Story 
of Mr. Howitt about the late Proprietor. 

I UAim mj next up-country start in one of Oobb's coaclies 
{the Yankee line), which had a ibrmidable oppositioii in a 
«eelonial establishment owned And conducted by Mr. Eoeter, 
who was the successful competitor for the mail contract. 
Both coaches weve choke fuU, and jumped off at scares, as if 
the journey was a chariot-match on which a giseat stake was 
depending. Sound comers, up hill and down hill, there was 
no abatement of pace ; nor was there any ezeceise of whip- 
<€ord, for the horses seemed to compreheod and ent^ into the 
spicit of the competition. At times, wLentiiere was a struggle 
ito see who could enter first on a beaten track on a hed of 
joacadamised boulders, it was quite as exciting as a pair of 
cipiponents in a steeple-chase racing for a tender place in a 
fermidable fence. If the tiac^ happened to be cleverly won, 
the beaten party &11 into line, with the foaming mouths and 
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snorting nostrils of bis leaders in the laps of the passengers 
occupying the hindmost seat of the leading coach. Bat when 
it chanced, as it frequently did, to be a dead heat, then one 
set of wheels of each vehicle were running on velvet, while 
the others were madly jolting over rocks and stones that 
would not go through a hoop, much less the standard ring 
of road boards. "We had one sharp but effective specimen of 
this style of road-racing beyond Essenden, during which the 
tops of the coaches often came into sharp collision, and a 
tall gentleman in the mail had his head driven clean through 
the closed leather roof by a violent bump, which produced 
instantaneous concussion of tha hat, and presented one of 
the most truly ludicrous spectacles I ever beheld, like a man 
in a pillory crowned with the dilapidated caubeen* of Billy 
Barlow. He took it most good-humouredly, and as the coach 
immediately after got on a smooth track, he remained in the 
same position more than a minute for the benefit of all be- 
holders, enjoying the enforced joke quite as much as any 
one else. 

The breakfast at Kielor was a regular stans unopede meal, 
for both drivers gave warning that any passenger who was 
not seated at the starting signal would be left behind. AH, 
therefore, took good care to be punctual, and the strife com- 
menced again as fiercely as ever. "We soon entered on the 
plains, which may be called miniature prairies, extending 
fifteen miles in one northerly direction to an elevated ridge 
called Aitken's Gap ; but north, south, east, and west, all 
the private property is comprised in the special survey 
alienated by the Crown to the aforesaid Mr. Clarke at the 
upset price of \l. per acre. This was long before the diggings, 
when narrow minds considered it a dear bargain. But that 
far-seeing gentleman rested satisfied with his purchase, under 
the indubitable conviction that the great highway to the 
* Caubeen in Ireland is understood to mean a smashed hat. 
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northern territory would be constrainedly carried through 
his property, enhancing it accordingly. And a very few 
years confirmed his sagacious anticipations in a most re- 
markable way ; for not only does a splendid coach-road now 
intersect the heart of the survey, but the great trunk line of 
railway is surveyed to pass directly through it, and will cause 
it to fetch more by the perch than he paid by the acre. I 
was informed as I drove past a public on the verge of the 
plain, that the proprietor had paid Mr. Clarke 2000/. for the 
acre which formed the site of his establishment. 

Prom this public up to the gap there is a considerable 
ascent, but the riseiis cheated of its sharpness by the serpen- 
tine tracks taken by the drivers along the sparsely-wooded 
hill-side. Arrived at the top, it was a scene of extraordinary 
bustle and uproar, for it was then a special camping place 
for drivers and carriers, and the scores upon scores of horse 
drays and bullock-waggons that were preparing for a start, 
produced an amount of tumult, altercation, blasphemy, and 
compound abominations which would not find many readers 
even if I succeeded in reproducing it. Beyond the gap the 
country is more rolling and capriciously wooded, leaving 
several fertile tracts clear, inviting the plough and the 
harrow, and abounding in dry watercourses, which, accord- 
ing to my theory, will keep brawling all the year round 
when the adjoining country comes to be broken up. There 
were no symptoms of a town as we approached G-isbome, 
which is not discernible on either approach until you come 
directly over it, being seated in a deep gorge expanding east 
and west, and divided by a pretty rivulet. There was little 
or no cultivation in the neighbourhood beyond the many 
trim, well-stocked gardens, which were spread out most 
pleasingly under the eye as we descended ; and taking them 
together with white bib-and-tucker aspect of the village 
itself, as weU as that of a few scattered little villas of the 
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seat-and-nattj order, it was just the sort of natural picture 
to arrest a sketchuig tourist. The trees in the gorge axe 
giants as compared with the pigmies an the haghts above, 
and the rich emerald sheen of the sod caused the ej^pupils 
to dilate with rapturous appredation. It was just such a 
ispot as a man would pick out for the peaceful wind-np of 
life, with a tidy and attached creatnro to keep house and 
sew on his buttons. I believe theice has always been a sort 
of hostelry in Gisbome since the colony became partially 
settled, but it has become quite a precocious little to^niy 
ffince the diggings commenced, and wiQ be justified in 
aspiring to civic distinctiaa when it beocvmes the seat of the 
first great inland railway terminus, according to the arrange- 
ments of the Oovermnent sd^eme. 

Immediately beyond Gisbosne commences l^e notorious 
■and disastrous district the Black [Forest, called, I take it, 
after the forest of that ilk in the German dominions, so 
iamed in romance and reality as the theatre <of freebooting 
exploits and wayfaring bloodshed ; and certainly the Yictorian 
fixrest sustains its title to the sumasne by the frequency 
and atrocity of the various ouiamges which aiTB peipeteated 
vrithin its pirecinots, forming the chief di^nent in the ^Eoes- 
fiive cost of caniage to Oaatlemaine a&d Bendjgo, for the 
carriers regarded it with horror and apprehension, not alone 
from the danger to person and property, but from the diock- 
ing state of the roads. It was there all horses were stolen, 
waggons rifled, and travellers robbed, after being eother bailed 
up or butchered. What a ghost-haunted lobby is to diil- 
dojen, the Slack Eorest was to wayfjffecs. They entered 
<me end with palpitating hearts, and only drew a ^deep bresth 
when they emerged at the other extremity. We^ of coaajse, 
were not oppressed with any sanguinary aj^trehensftons of 
thk character, though, sooth to say, we were g^icTaiuly > 
.flflUcted irith nervous twitchings from other causes, &t what 
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between the flying scratches &om branches above and the 
shooting jolts from those below, the blind holes, the quag^ 
mireei, the awful hills, and the shelving tracks, my lungs were 
in a state of partial oollapse aU the time, nor did I enjoj a 
full inspiration until we pulled up at Wood End, whavea few 
miserable i^anties take the denomination of a town. In our 
woodland drive we passed close by the hip of Mount Maoedon, 
one of the highest mounts in the colony, shaped Hke Yesu- 
vins, only more flatted at the top. It is said to be an extioet 
volcano, and is densely wooded to the top with &ae timber, 
which is now felled in great quantities to supply sleepers for 
the contemplated railway. 

Beyond Wood End the scene suddenly opens out, and an 
immense expanse of magniflcent country is revealed to view 
covered with fleeces of verdure as dense and luxuiiaut as any 
in the pampered paddocks of the most improving country 
gentleman. Its abounding fertility was quickly discovered 
in the keen searches of the early settlers, who lost no Ume 
in squatting upon it with their aumerous flocks. It is cer- 
tain to become a thiekly pQpulated district, for, over and 
above the advan^bages of soil and site, it is wat^^d i^ tibe 
Oampaspie river, a£ne stream, one of the many tiibutarieB 
^f the Murray. All the way on, throi^h the sweet hamlet 
of Qarlsrube uBtil we approached £yneton, there was a suc- 
cession of broad meads, and glades, and parks really beautifid 
to behold, but on soearing Kyneton it assumed Hie -air of an 
old agnicultural fietklement, subdi^ded into fields and eado- 
;8ua*e8 far and wide, evincing evidences of agxieulifaaial skill 
and industry worthy of its teemful b(»1, and which, I must 
'Bay, perfectly surprised lae on &e high road to the most ^ro- 
iific goldr-fleld. I rath^ expected to find tGsurming opentftianB 
.suspended or paralysed, imagining that Flutus had completely 
putCeres's nose out of joint, as the saying goes. 

The next stage, which carried us through a deligbtfal 
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country, brought us to Malmesbury, a new and promising 
township, perched on the crown and side of a high hill, and 
overlooking an illimitable expanse of superb arable country, 
which, like the fabulous roast pig crying out for somebody to 
come and eat him, seemed to woo us into occupation as we 
surveyed it. The river Coliban (a considerable stream) laves 
the foot of the hill, bordered on both sides along its entire 
course by prime soil, and is known to contain gold in its bed, 
but by the joint hinderances of local squatters and some few 
land speculators, who have purchased largely in the neighbour- 
hood, the diggers have been restrained from operating on it. 
However, the new land bill, together with, that called the 
" Mining on Private Property Bill,'* will effectually squash 
aU such envious and malicious hinderances for the future. The 
Coliban empties itself into the Campaspie some miles to the 
northward of Malmesbury, which latter river continues to 
run through as magnificent a country as any in Victoria, 
until it joins the monarch of Australian rivers at Echuca, a 
distance of over eighty miles in a direct line from the junc- 
tion. This is a district in which an emigrant might settle 
blindfolded, for he could not make a mistake in regard of the 
quality of the soil, while he would have a contiguous market 
for his produce in Sandhurst and the other teeming settle- 
ments with which the broad auriferous region of Bendigo is 
studded. Besides those important considerations, he would 
be within easy reach of the Murray, which is now navigated 
by steamers down to its mouth, thus opening up a direct 
trade with South Australia, while, on the other hand, he will 
at no distant day enjoy the advantages of railway communi- 
cation, as the great northern trunk line, sanctioned by the 
Legislature, is intended to run through the valley of the 
Campaspie to meet the Sydney line on the banks of the i 
Murray. 
We changed horses again at Tarradale, another embryo 
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township hatched into existence bj the diggings. At that 
time it scarcely counted one hundred inhabitants, bat it soon 
after sprang suddenly into significance from some very rich 
quartz reefs that were discovered there, and have since been 
continuously worked with very great profit to the miners and 
advantage to the locality. From thence to Elphinstone — 
four miles — ^the country is ridgy, thickly timbered, and of an 
indifierent character. And so I may say it continues up to 
Forest Creek, where we emerged on a stark-naked unsightly 
district, stretching far and wide, looking, I was going to say, 
as if it were rooted all over by hogs— but rhinoceroses would 
be a more suitable simile, if these animals are prone to that 
propensity. The whole region seemed, in reality, turned 
inside out, entrails uppermost, producing as repugnant an 
effect as can well be imagined. Kot a tree was left standing, 
nor a blade of vegetation was anywhere to be seen over the 
vast surface, nor was there any appearance of activity in the 
gold-field, although there were two thick continuous lines of 
tents, slab stores, and weatherboarded public-houses all the 
way into Gastlemaine, a distance of four miles. How they 
managed to sustain themselves was to me a marvel, unless 
they subsisted on a hoard accumulated in the early and 
glorious days of that splendid digging. There is good reason 
to believe that gold was discovered at Forest Creek long be- 
fore it was found in any part of the colony. It was first seen 
by Mr. Campbell, the nephew and superintendent of the 
squatter who owned the station, while having some sheep 
washed in the stream. At the first glance he imagined it 
was mica, which abounds in many of the streamlets there, 
but on closer inspection he found it was clean-washed, pure, 
heavy gold, lying under a thin covering of sand. He was at 
once astounded and rejoiced at his good fortune, and* carried 
a pannikin full of the precious metal in triumph to his uncle. 
But, to his great surprise and disgust, that stolid gentleman 
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tkie^ cold water on the affair, and put bim under terms of 
strict secrecjy ^ lest tiie people should come to turn up the* 
soil, and the shepherds abandon the flocks." The secret was- 
kept, at least so far as the general public was eoncemed, 
until after th» discoreries amongst the* il^rrenees and at 
BaUaiat, when it waa no longer to be suppressed, and crowds 
rushed thither, taking out what thejr then considered fortunes 
at eyery dishful, getting at it, too, with yeij Uttle labour, for, 
unKke Ballarat, the auriferous deposit was, in manj places, 
under the surface stratum, and rarely, if eyer, at any consid^- 
able depth. This characteristic rendered it the resort of all 
new comers and amateur diggers. Slim Bho|»nen, stout* 
calyed butlers, Goyemment clerks, doctors, lawyers, runaway 
sailors, deserting soldiers, self-ordained divines^ and strong- 
minded females in ul^ra-Sbxnner disguise, flocked to Forest 
Greek like flies round a treacle-butt. No wonder, then, that- 
it should haye been soon rifled of its treasures and lef^ like 
an empty purse by a spendthrift. I ^'oyed the intimacy 
aud friendship of a young man who wa& at [Forest Creek 
when it was flnit opened, and before the crowd came. He 
told me that oyer and oyer again he washed out a pound 
weight of gold to the panfial, merely scraping the dirt fromr 
the banks of the creek, and that often as he lay down to rest^ 
on the sod he could see particles of gold on the surface 
amongst the roots of the grass. 

There were seyeral large fortunes made at that time, and 
the precious metal became so plentiful that at last it came 
to be a bother. People were inconyenienced carrying it about^ 
on their persons, not haying any place to put it, and the 
storekeq>ers who followed the rush^ as sntkra do an army, 
refused taking it in exchange for their commodities, except at 
a rate whidi makes me KBile while I write it — 30s. p^ ounce*. 
For a considerable period the few small capitalists who yen-^ 
tured to the scene of op^ntions in &e speculation of gold* 
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bujing, reatrieted theic piiees within the limits of 2Z. ; eren 
jeweU^a in Melbourne, wka ought to have known better^ 
bought it chazilj&om drunken diggers at the same rate. 
On& Jewish honse, howerer^ the Messrs. B — -j — n, seeing 
thej could do b^ter in that trade than in slops and soft: 
gpods, beeame lai^e and steady purchasers) clearing in & 
very short time a tokj enormous sum; no Terj difficult 
matter either, for, from the days of Moses and the bul- 
mshes, down to those of Disraeli the younger, there neyer 
was a elearer case of shent per shent. Every thousand laid 
out brought baek another, to say nothing of the pull &om 
long weighty which it is very wdl known buyers indulged in 
aa a conscientious salvo set c^ against the ride of trafficking 
in unasoayed metal, for, if the seller grumbled, the broker, 
wi&down oa him with his '^fine carrots,"* as the diggers 
termed it. There was what Alfred Jingle would call a 
cioioua coindd^ice remariced about that time, which was a. 
certain costiveness in Gkyvemment payments, all the more- 
noticeabls from the fact that the ready money revenue of 
the country had been largely augmented by the income de- 
rived &om. diggers' licenses and increased payments of ens* 
torn duties* There woe strong remonstrances made at> 
head-quarters, but the Ministry, consisting of the heads of 
d^artments, could not be induced to trouble their heads 
about the grievance comphuned of, until it was said to hare 
become perfectly notorious that some of those same shrewd, 
but unscmpnlous heads themselves were turning an honest 
penny by trading in gold-buying with the overdue salaries 
of the minor effidala and employes. In those days the 
bonks kept within the letter of their charters, and declined 
flying in the &ce of the law by trading in any commodity. 
Bui the temptation was strong, and thougK '^ a little still 

* " Carats fine," wMch the digger confoonded with the vegetable in m- 
digamt wonder. 
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they strove" they at length " consented" — a transgression 
which became of infinite importance to the digger, who now, 
instead of getting 2Z. per ounce as a marked compliment, 
is solicited at his tent door, with the most honeyed impor- 
tunity, to be good enough to accept 2s. beyond the standard 
value, or the price it would fetch at the London Mint. And 
all this from the active and excessive competition amongst 
the nine banks now doing business in Yictoria, and dividing 
one with another over 20 per cent, on their enormous 
capital from the profits in their transactions, with a 
population under half a million, all told. The public do not 
comprehend how the trick is done, and, on the principle of 
'^ not looking a gifb horse in the mouth," it is too well bred 
to inquire. But I should suppose the banks find it to their 
advantage to buy all the gold at a price beyond its intrinsic 
market value, in order to prevent the merchants from making 
their home remittances in bullion, when, as an inevitable 
resource, they are driven to purchase bank drafts at any 
rate of exchange which the greedy and inexorable boards of 
direction think proper to impose. There is also another 
source of indirect reimbursement, which guarantees the 
banks on paying the outside price of 4Z. per ounce on the 
gold-field, together with the costs of commission, &c. &c., 
and that is, the enormous profit derived from lost or de- 
stroyed notes. In the best regulated communities, where 
every household may be said to have its safe, and every in- 
habitant his porte-monnaie, it is a generally receiyed opinion 
that the lost notes "constitute a large item in the page of 
profit. How infinitely, then, must not that item be swelled 
in a migratory community of diggers, who have neither 
house, nor box, nor purse, and who often rush away to a 
new field with rolls of notes in the legs of their boots, and 
find some of them so effaced and wombat the end of the 
journey as to be barely recognisable, or at all events per- 
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fectly valueless, besides other and endless phases of acci- 
dent needless to particularise. The banks also take especial 
care, while forcing their paper into circulation, to multiply 
th<e chances of loss or destruction, bj issuing small Hbtes 
exclusively to their different agents. I have seen diggers 
selling large parcels of gold, and 1 have myself sold large 
cakes of amalgamated gold, realising hundreds of pounds, 
and was obliged to take payment in 11. notes. 1 do not 
mean to affirm that they are never supplied with any of 
larger amount, but I do maintain, if they are, it is with 
great reluctance they part with them, and I can safely say 
I never saw a gold broker pay out a larger note than 5L 
Suppose a digger sells fifty ounces of gold, as he commonly 
does, he is obliged to take a sheaf of notes big enough to 
paper his tent with, instead of four 601. notes, which be 
could secrete with safety and convenience on his person. 

But it is high time I should proceed to the end of my 
day's journey, which then terminated at Castlemaine, as the 
state of the track precluded the possibility of running 
through to Sandhurst in one day. The site of Castlemaine 
is admirably chosen, both as regards the pleasing nature of 
the undulating ground on which it stands, and its position as 
a trading emporium, being a central depot for the great 
northern and western gold-fields. At its start it was the 
wholesale mart from which the out storekeepers around 
Mount Alexander and Bendigo took their supplies ; but in 
this respect it has been superseded by the large towns which 
have grown up on the various old and new fields, as well as 
by the improved facilities of direct communication with the 
metropolis. At the time Mr. Campbell discovered the gold 
in Forest Creek, in the commencement of 1851, there was 
no house or habitation for miles and miles around, save and 
except his uncle's hut, or those of some shepherds in his 
employ, whereas now (1857) it is a flourishing, weU-built 
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dtj, embellished with several fine public buildings and 
private houses, presided over by an august mayor and town- 
counoil, and represented in the Legislative Assembly by two 
distinguished representatives. It is connected with a fine 
macadamised road, over which the coaches can travel with 
security and comfort, good ten miles an hour ^ and at the 
last census it was found to contain a population of 3358 
souls, amongst whom, alas! the female proportion only 
reached one-third. 

I had a couple of hotels highly recommended in my me- 
morandum-book, but the coachman over-persuaded me to 
stop at the Castlemaine Hotel, as the most comfortable of 
all ; and justice compels me to say that he in no way over- 
painted the resources of the establishment or the attention 
of the proprietor and family. . We had an excellent and sub- 
stantial tea, neatly put on the table and very well served. 
'* The liquors were good in that house," and those who felt 
disinclined to join the smokers in their room had a most 
cozy private snuggery in which to enjoy their tipple. But 
as there is no unalloyed happiness in this life-— except, as I 
am given to understand, in the married state— -I was doomed 
to swallow my little pill in occupying a double-bedded room. 

w 

It was not a very bitter one, to be sure, for one so accustomed 
to promiscuous sleeping as I had been for the six previous 
years, but I felt the disappointment because an unaccredited 
chamber-maid told me I should have a room to myself. The 
room I was shown into, however, was a spacious one, capitally 
ftirnished, the beds being provided with spring mattresses 
— ^the first I had seen in the colony. So I turned in with a 
very modified grumble, adding a postscript to my prayers, 
" that my sleeping partner might prove to be a decent man, 
not too far gone in liquor." In this state of mind I went off 
into a sofb slumber, which was not absolutely broken by the 
other party's coming to bed, though I had a dreamy con- 
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Bciousness that he missed the catch of his toe Bereral times 
in endeayoanng to get off his boots. At last I heard the 
pleasing puff which transforms a burning mntton-pot into a 
pastile, and was preparing to sink into the tranquil realms of 
somnolence when mj neighbour jiunped from his couch with 
a roar, as if he had ff ung himself inadyertentlj on a bed of 
nettles. Before I could get my match-box the night waiter 
came to the door with a candle, when mj affrighted neigh- 
bour most indignantly demanded " Why the h-— 11 they put 
him into a > brick*jumping bed.' ' It was no use expostu- 
lating or explaining, "he'd be jolly well --'— if he was 
going to sleep on a lot of wire rat-traps." So thecre he stood, 
in his night-shirt and boots, until the mattress was removed 
and the bedclothes arranged over the hard straw palliasse. 

On leaving Melbourne I intended going on direct to Sand- 
hurst, but I changed my mind, and devoted a day to rambling 
over this great and mostly deserted gold-field. The extent 
of country that had been torn up and burrowed through 
struck me with amazement, and on recourse to my old ex- 
periment I found that the dirt had been both hastily and 
imperfectly washed. Seeing which, I was surprised at the 
paucity of the fossicking tribe, who generally are to be met 
where any crumbs are to be found, be they ever so scant. 
Bub their vocation in the Forest Creek field seemed to 
be followed almost exclusively by Chinese, who had swarmed 
in countless numbers around Castlemaine, all apparently 
doing well ; for although there was great apparent squalor 
and wretchedness about their encampments, they bought 
freely of good and expensive things, and it was remarked 
that while they crawled up to the diggings on foot, under 
heavy loads, they all trsvelled down by coach. There was a 
strong and angry feeling against them, though they only 
worked upon deserted ground, timidly abstaining from any 
encroachment where Europeans happened to be in their 
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Yicinily, and exercising astonishing forbearance under the 

wilful and malicious annoyances to which they were sub- | 

jected by men^ women, and children, as I myself witnessed^' | 

which, in the end, led to the appointment of a class of public 

officials called Chinese Protectors, one of whose duties waaf 

to stand between these industrious strangers and wantoB 

persecution. 

It was at Forest Creek that the puddling system was first 
carried into effect, by means of which the auriferous soil ia 
deansed in a rude, simple, but wholesale way. Not having 
seen any previously, I took great interest in the matter, and 
went to examine a few that were then working on Post* 
office Flat, as it was called. There was no mystery about 
the machines, nor was there any coyness about the proprie- 
tors in giving full particulars of information conceming^ 
them. They are in form as under, varying I should say — 



though I never measured any — about from eighteen to 
twenty feet in diameter. The space within the two circular 
lines is where the operation is carried on. This space ia 
carefully formed, both floor and sides, of well-jointed, well- 
put-together boards, being about eighteen inches deep by 
four feet wide. The inner circle is well packed day to make 
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it watertight, and directly in the centre a stout upright 
shaft or post is firmly erected, and with it is connected, by 
means of a swivel, a horizontal shaft, to the end of which 
the horse is attached, and travels round the dotted line like 
a horse in a mill, drawing the harrow, or break, which may 
be seen affixed to the shaft where it crosses the box. The 
machine, when it is possible, is erected on a site commanded 
by a stream or reservoir of water, and admitting of an in- 
clination sufficient to carry off the sludge. The operation 
is performed by shovelling in the dirt and admitting a supply 
of water, the action of the harrow breaking the lumps and 
mashing all into a thick fluid compound, when the gold is 
disintegrated, and by its superior gravity falls to the bottom. 
When one lot is thoroughly puddled, the slush is gradually 
let off by a valve in the side of the box, and a new supply 
of dirt and water put in. In some instances the puddling 
machine is only cleaned out once a day, but in others, where 
the stuff is rich, it is cleaned out twice, when all the stuff 
immediately on the bottom is taken out and finally washed 
through a cradle such as I have already described. The 
average cost of a puddling machine, with all the implements, 
including the price of a horse and harness to pull the har- 
row, and a horse, cart, and harness to draw in the washing 
dirt, is on or about 200/. There havd been several consider- 
able fortunes made by those machines when they were few 
in number, and the parties could pick their stuff; but now, 
when they are allotted a certain space only, and are com- 
pelled to take the stuff, good and bad, rough and smooth, as 
it comes, the remuneration is correspondingly reduced. Still, 
however, it is not to be despised, for three good men are 
sufficient to work one machine ; a man at the machine, a 
man with the horse and cart, and one raising stuff and help- 
ing to fill it, all of course going to help in the operation of 
clearing out. Some machines put through as much as eighty 
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loads per day, but taking sixty as an average, half a penny- 
weight to the load*— and it is considered miserable stuff 
that does not yield more — ^produces one ounce and a half of 
gold, or 6/., per day to the party, which I will distribute by 
giving 11. to each man, allowing 11. for the keep of each 
horse, and leaving the other 1^. to pay interest and covw 
contingencies. In cases, however, where there is not a 
natural command of water, a fourth man is required to 
pump, but against that I will place the more general average 
of one pennyweight to the load, which increases the daily 
income to 12?., and with these remarks I will at present con- 
clude, as I wiU be called on to notice the puddling machines 
of the Bendigo district by-and-by. 

However, I cannot leave Castlemaine without adverting 
to vast tracts of grand and fertile country, stretching away 
in rich grassy plains behind it to the north and north-west, 
watered by those two fine rivers, the Lodden and the Avoca, 
which take a northerly course, running pretty well parallel 
with each other, and also with the Gampaspie, and both dis- 
charging into the Murray. There have been several gold 
discoveries made in the vale of the Lodden and the Avoca 
too ; nor have I any manner of doubt but that it will be yet 
found in payable quantities along the course of all these 
rivers, which have their sources in the auriferous ranges. So 
it turned out in California, and so it must assuredlv do in 
Victoria, &om the same simple and understandable operation 
of nature. There are districts, too, that hold out many ad- 
vantages to the settler, and as less land has been alienated 
by purchase there than in the valley of the Gampaspie, the 
emigrant will find it easier dealing with the Government 
than with the speculating land-vultures. 

From Gastlemaine to Sandhurst is reckoned about twenty- 
six miles, the first stage of which runs along a stream called 
Barker's Greek, and the valley it waters was, I am told, in 
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its pristine state, a sweet and picturesque tract, which I 
can well imagine, for, notwithstanding the disfigured con- 
dition in which I saw it, there still remained many of its 
natural charms. Several of its sylvan graces were still to be 
^.evei, suggesting the comp«L>n of . lovely girl scarred 
and pitted bj the ravages of the small-pox, but retaining^ 
despite them, her fine Grecian outline of feature and her re- 
dtmdant tresses. There was a narrow line of macadamised 
road, prindpaUy metaUed with coarse quartz gravel, leading 
into a speck*and-span town called Harcourt, comprised of 
three large bran-new hotels onlj. To a stranger it seemed 
a most whimsical idea, planting a town where there was no 
neighbourhood, and within so short a distance of Castle- 
maine ; but on inquiiy I found there was some justification 
for the speculation, which was a long-headed anticipation of 
a direct route to Sandhurst, by diverging at Elphinstone 
and leaving out Castlemaine, whereby the road, as it were, 
would go by the base of a triangle instead of traversing both 
its sides, and avoid a hilly country at the same time. There 
never was any attempt at carrying out this idea in so far as 
the coach road was concerned, but when the line of railway 
came under public and legislative discussion, there was a 
fierce and expensive strife on the subject betwixt the inhabi- 
tants of Sandhurst and Castlemaine, which most properly 
eventuated in affording the latter town the benefit of the 
direct trunk line, and compelling the froward citizens of 
Sandhurst to put up with the annoyance of being some ten 
minutes longer in making their trip to Melbourne. 

Erom Harcourt into Sandhurst the country is like one 
stupendous park, superbly diversified with every variety of 
scenery, grassy hills of a most pleasing configuration, and 
wooded ranges abounding all over with excellent sheep 
pasture. In places, too, expansive opens occur, disclosing 
beautiful glades and basins of most superior soil, which will 
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ere long be thickly settled. Already the lovely valley through 
which Bullock Creek flows is covered with corn-fields and 
market gardens, producing crops of unusual abundance. The 
magnificent station of Eavensworth, owned at present by Mr. 
P^nt — n, in the early days comprised all this fine territory 
in its nmge, and still retains within its boundary some of its 
choicest parts. This same station of Eavensworth, by the 
way, attracted the observant eye of Mr. William Howitt 
when travelling in Victoria, but it would appear that he was 
in no very amiable mood of mind at the time of his visit ; for 
instead of yielding himself up to that sense of tranquil plea- 
sure which the charms of nature are so well calculated to 
inspire, he seems to have busied himself in ferreting out 
some malevolent, unfounded gossip about Mr. G- — ^bs — ^n, 
the late proprietor, which he relates in his book vrith great 
gusto and minute circumstantiality. He describes Mr. 
G^ — ^bs — ^n '' as living in a semi-savage manner, indulging in 
the most debased habits, and finally dying of drink, when he 
was buried like a dog in one of his own paddocks." !l^ow I 
happen to know of my own personal knowledge that this 
most wanton and scandalous imputation is absolutely untrue. 
At the time Mr. Howitt was making his tour, Mr. G — bs — ^n 
had sold his station to Mr. F — ^nt — n, and was living in Mel- 
bourne with his lady, a constant visitor at Dr. M — th — ll's, 
the most intimate friend of Mr. Hewitt's brother in that 
city. He subsequently left for this country, but unfortu- 
nately died on the passage, and was consigned to an ocean 
grave, instead of the fabulous paddock tomb described by 
Mr. Howitt. Gratuitous detraction is at no time to be 
palliated, even where the party is obnoxious to evil imputa- 
tion; but when it is levelled at a perfect stranger, and is 
altogether made up of malicious invention, I can find no 
polite word sufiSciently strong to designate it. I do not by 
any means impute the invention to Mr. Howitt, but I cannot 
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help remarking tliat if bis assertions were matters within his 
own knowledge, common charity, if not respect for the feel- 
ings of Mrs. G — bs — ^n, should have stayed his pen. I was 
not in the colony when Mr. G — bs — n lived at Eavensworth, 
but I can safely assert that any establishment presided over 
by a lady of Mrs. G — bs — n's tastes and rare accomplish- 
ments could not have merited such a description as Mr. 
Howitt's. About six miles beyond Eavensworth we entered 
on the great Bendigo gold-field, arriving in Sandhurst to an 
early breakfast ; and with this announcement I wind up this 
chapter. 
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CHAPTBE XI. 

Extent of the Bendigo Gold-field — The City of Sandhurst, ancient and 
modem — Beneficial Labours of the Municipal Coundl — Set out on a 
Survey for the Mill Site— Mr. B— U— d, the Father of Quartz Enter- 
prise — ^My Interview with the old Man and his Son — Outwitted by a 
Down-Easter — Make the Acquaintance of a Cornish Miner — How I 
softened his Heart — Ignorance of the early Quartz Miners — A Califomian 
Shaking-table — Suggestions for a palpable Improvement in that Machine 
— Specimen Hill — Long Gully and its Puddling-machines — Cross Cali- 
fornia Gully to Eagle Hawk, the most renowned Gully in Yictoria— • 
Sailors* Gully and Messrs. N — c — s and B — ss — tt — The Calling in 
which they came to the Colony — The Accident of their Fortune the Neg- 
ligence of the Managers of the Colonial Gold Mining Company — Have 
Ocular Demonstration ^of Bichness of Quartz in Sailors' Gully Beef — 
The great Grold Trick performed in the Tent — Latest News of Messrs. 
N — c — s and B — ss — tt. 

The western verge of the Bendigo gold-field commences at 
Kangaroo Plat, about five miles from Sandhurst, and its 
eastern extremity extends to the race-course at Epsom, some 
six miles on the opposite side of that city, making eleven 
miles in all. The Back Creek I consider the southernmost 
line of the auriferous area, and Napoleon G-ullv as its 
northern boundary. I should think the distance from the 
one point to the other fully nine miles in a direct line ; but 
if I include the Whipstick, it would reach thirteen. Con- 
siderable quantities of gold and large nuggets have been 
found there from time to time; but the deposits are so 
capriciously distributed, and the denseness of the scrub 
renders it so difficult to prosecute a systematic search, that 
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the district has not ripened into a permanently settled dig- 
ging, but its " opening day" cannot be far distant. 

The Bendigo gold-field forms almost a regular basin, but 
near the northern limit there is a small ridge, which causes 
the gullies north of Eagle Hawk to empty themselves into 
Myers or Sidney Plat. All the others empty themselves 
into the Epsom Flat, running east and west, the minor ones 
joining them irregularly at intervals, like tributaries, empty- 
ing into a large river. 

The township, or, as I must now more properly call it, 
the city of Sandhurst, is situated along the Bendigo Creek, 
with its heart and lungs, as I may call Pall Mall and Market- 
square, seated on a level tract, backed by an amphitheatre of 
swelling rises, and most picturesquely confronted by a fine 
bold range of hills, on which the Government camp, the 
barracks, and all the public offices are irregularly but plea- 
singly distributed. At the time of my first visit there was 
not a brick or stone building in the town that I can call 
to mind, and it was a service of danger to venture out after 
dark, from the number of deep old digging holes that were 
yawning in and around the principal streets and thorough- 
fares. The roads, too, were in a lamentable condition ; and 
the Serpentine rivulet, which flowed through the city, was 
so choked at its different windings with sludge and refuse, 
that a heavy fall of rain converted the whole space into 
a lake. Although, as I have remarked, there were no sub- 
stantial edifices in Saindhurst in the early part of 1855, there 
were shops, and stores, and warehouses under canvas, which 
for extent, management, internal arrangement, and the value 
of their splendid assortments, would have taken rank in any 
city as very superior establishments. The hotels, too, if 
wanting in exterior embellishments, abounded in agreeable 
disappointments, for instead of the coarse fare and rude 
fixtures which a new arrival might perhaps naturally expect 
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in a mushroom town so far in the interior, he found himself 
pleasingly surrounded with smiling comforts, and ministered 
to not onl J with necessaries, but many of the delicacies and 
luxuries of life. I know that, for my part, I never could 
desire better quarters than the "Bendigo Hotel," nor a 
more obliging and attentive host than my friend Mr. 
H — rn — y, whose cellar contained superior wines and brandy, 
as well as whisky of the most undeniable excellence. 

But the Sandhurst of the present day could scarcely be 
recognised as the same city. It is no longer a place made 
up of shreds and patches — intersected by dirty, dangerous 
streets, and subject to periodical inundations ; it is now a 
city fair and beautiful to look at, filled with spacious and 
magnificent buildings, public and private, erected not only 
of the most enduring materials, but in different styles of 
architectural elegance which would attract admiration in the 
proudest street of modem Babylon itself. Its banks entered 
into an emulative building strife, which has led to the erec- 
tion of some truly grand edifices, awaking an ambition in 
the breasts of private citizens which even outstripped the 
banking competition in its results, and giving birth, amongst 
other splendid establishments, to the immense warehouse of 
Messrs. !F — ^n — s Brothers, which cost over 20,000/.; and 
the superb horse bazaar of Mr. J — ^n — s, which for size and 
minute excellence of arrangement is quite equal to any I 
ever saw in all my travels. It would be iminteresting to 
give a detail of the many other concerns equally deserving 
of notice, but I would be wanting in gratitude for the many 
agreeable evenings I spent in it were I to omit specifying 
the concert-hall attached to the Shamrock Hotel, on which 
the enterprising landlord spent no less a sum than 8000Z., in 
producing a hall that might not blush in holding up its head 
side by side with the most aristocratic place of resort of the 
same kind in the United Kingdom. And in a like spirit he 
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followed out the speculation, never stopping at a price to 
secure the first artists in the colony, his musical staff often 
costing him as much in salaries alone as 150Z. per week. 
Tet even under this formidable outlay he made a large for- 
tune from the mere profits of the drinks consumed, for there 
was no charge on admission. There are concerts every 
night, but Mondays and Saturdays (especially the latter) 
are the grand evenings, when every inch of the enormous 
hall, and every comer of the different approaches, are tho- 
roughly filled. It was no uncommon thing, I understand, to 
receive 6001. of a Saturday night, which, of itself, would be 
ample reimbursement, as the publican's profits in Victoria 
may be fairly set down at cent, per cent., without at all out- 
raging probability. But gold grubbing and shopmongery do 
not monopolise the appetites of the Bendigonians. Eefined 
relaxation and classic comforts are equally cultivated and 
patronised. Sandhurst supports three theatres : one (The 
Criterion) quite as capacious and elegant as our own 
Lyceum, where Catherine Hayes, Madam Bishop, Lola 
Montes, Miss Goddard, and Gustavus Brooke fretted their 
hours upon the stage, carrying away substantial recognitions 
of their abilities, while a leviathan bathing establishment 
furnishes evidence, if proof were necessary, that the personal 
agr^mens of its enterprising inhabitants come in for a proper 
share of appreciation. The great advances of Sandhurst may 
be dated from the period of its becoming a municipality, 
when it was given a grant-in-aid of 7000Z. by the Govern- 
ment — a sum most judiciously expended under the auspices 
of the town council, which generally was composed of most 
intelligent and energetic men, but contained one master- 
mind in a late chairman, Mr. S — ^11 — n, whom I yet look for- 
ward to see occupying the highest positions in that infant 
state. The corporation lost no time in filling up the digging 
holes and otherwise improving the streets and squares ; but 
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the magnum opus was cutting a straight channel for the Ben- 
digo Creek. From some strange omission in the returns I 
am unable to state the enormous amount at which the pro- 
perty of Sandhurst is valued for assessment ; hut I find, in 
the matter of population, it has increased &om 7452, in 1854, 
to 14,520, by the census in 1857, which entitles it to the 
distinction it claims of being the metropolis of the gold- 
fields. 

I lost no time in entering into a contract with my sawyers, 
but before deciding on so important a question, as a site for 
the mill, I det^mined on making a careful reconnoissance of 
the whole .field, to see and discover, if possible, a locality that 
would combine the advantages of being in an extensive 
quartz district, and one well supplied with water. There 
were a few small concerns, which could be scarcely dignified 
with the appellation of mills, erected shortly before my 
arrival at Bendigo. But they got through their work in a 
very inefficient way, breaking the quartz into a coarse 
ground by dry stamping, and afterwards endeavouring to 
wash it out and amalgamate the gold in a common digging 
cradle. The largest of these was one worked by^horses, and 
owned by Mr. B — ^11 — ^r — d, an enterprising German, who is 
fairly entitled to be called the father or pioneer of the 
quartz-crushing enterprise in Victoria. He was engaged in 
his reef at the head of Long Gully long before quartz 
mining was generally dreamt of, and many of his neighbours 
used to smile and say that the old man was wasting his time 
and that of his &mily in boring through the rock. Still he 
worked on steadily, but partially disregarded by those 
around him, until the growing change in his oircumstances 
attracted closer observation ; but even then it gave rise to 
no extended movement, nor until after Mr. B — 11 — ^r — d had 
put up his rude mill and built himself a regular dwelling- 
house was their avaricious inquisitiveness set to work, and 
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the golden secret discovered, together with the fact that the 
old foreigner had a large amount of gold lodged at the Gk>- 
Temment treasury, which was stated to have lately swollen 
to the respectable magnitude of half a ton. 

I directed mj steps, in the first instance, to the quarter in 
which this lucky old man had located himself, taking the 
route up New Chum Gully, through which an immense 
quartz reef ran down, like a backbone, in its centre ; and as 
the Bussian war and the bombardment of Sebastopol were 
the great topics of the day, they did not fail coming upper- 
most in my mind, from the cannonading that was goiug on 
all the way to the top of the gully by a continuous line of 
new-fangled miners, who, as I learned, went pell-mell into 
the occupation in the expectation of imitating B — ^U — ^r — d's 
success. Indeed, even at a distance, it was evident they 
were mostly new and inexperienced hands, for the loudness 
of the blasting reports in themselves proved they were little 
acquainted with the operation. A blast that goes off with a 
great sound rarely does any execution, merely discharging 
the tamkin from the jumper-hole, as a gun does its wadding, 
whereas that which explodes with a soft muffled sound 
shivers the rock, expending its explosive power in the rents 
and fissures. The first party I came up to was a lot of fine 
fellows, working away tremendously without any corre- 
sponding result, sinking their holes in the heart of the solid 
reef, which was hard bound on either side by the earth. The 
consequence was, even though they put an imperial pint 
bottle full of powder in at each charge, it had no more effect 
on the reef than it would on a ten-pounder discharged in a 
Vf^cal position. I really felt for the poor fellows, but I 
funked explaining the misdirection of their labours, lest they 
should receive it as a presumptuous imputation of ignorance. 
In the firsi impulsive rush to quartz mining, many hundreds 
xi men who realised handsome fortunes at alluvial diggings 
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were utterly impoverislied by the fruitlessness and expense 
of the pursuit. The outlay for powder, patent- fuse, the 
steeling and pointing of jumpers, gads, and picks, at a cost 
of Is. per point, the facing of hammers and sledges at some 
fabulous charge, and the rapid wear and tear of shovels and 
iron buckets, which were quickly worn by the sharp, hard, 
angular quartz rubble, soon eat up an amount of capital that 
drove the ignorant miners away from the reefs in disgust, 
and gave a temporary check to quartz mining. 

The enterprise, however, was kept alive by scattered par- 
ties of Americans with some Califomian experience, and 
still more so by the systematic plodding of Comisb miners, 
many of whom came fresh from their native land, while 
numbers also made their way from the copper mines of 
South Australia. There was a Yankee party a little higher 
up on the New Chum Eeef — ^then the first one I had encoun- 
tered — who frankly invited me down their shaft, and showed 
me, in the progress of the work, that they were on the higb 
road to independence. They were delighted to hear the 
purport of my visit, and strongly advised me to purchase a 
claim on the same reef, which was then easily had from the 
numerous disappointments. This party had got down a 
considerable depth, while their neighbours were barely 
under the surface, by adopting the proper method of pro- 
ceeding. In the first place, when they desired to take down 
a certain ledge of quartz, they sank and cleared away in front 
of it, so as to permit its dislodgmeni, and then, instead of 
sinking a hole at random, they examined the lie of the 
strata and the relative position of the natural fissures, se^ 
looting a line perpendicular or slanting, from whicb a mode- 
rate amount of sagacity demonstrated that the shot would 
be most likely to do the largest amount of execution, and 
while the thunders of a cannonade were going on, without 
any greater result than a saluting battery, their dumb ex* 
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plosions filled the bottom of their shaft with smoking fcag- 
menta of quartz. Eurther up I entered into conversation 
with an intelligent Cornish man, who was working his small 
claim by the aid of his two sons, one a mere lad, the other a 
child; yet it was quite a treat to see the quantity of stone 
they raised, and the neat, methodical way in which they 
were proceeding. The style in which their windlass was 
rigged, their platform constructed, their shaft stayed and 
propped, and their stuff assorted, in little heaps, as it were, 
bad, better, and best, satisfied me that they knew what they 
were about, and I arrived at an equally strong conviction as 
to the recompense they were quietly reaping, from that calm, 
complacent, thankful air which is rarely discernible in the 
countenance of a working man unless his industry earns a 
reward somewhat commensurate with his exertions. The 
Cornish man left me perfect liberty to inspect and examine 
the ^shaft and apparatus as I listed, but whenever I at* 
tempted to examine himself rather closely, he evaded my 
approaches most skilfully, and as I was endeavouring to 
solve the mystery of the three distinct heaps, I thought I 
saw the child throwing his father's jumper,* designedly, over 
a barrowful of new-raised stuff. I managed, however, to 
thaw this uncommunicative taciturnity by means of a flask 
of brandy, which is the best ally, the most insinuating drago- 
man a person can take with him on a tour through the dig- 
gings: it dispels reserve, unlocks the breast, and pleads 
with a species of double-distilled blarney which seems irre- 
sistible. At least so I found it, not only on this, but on all 
other occasions. My new Cornish friend became quite con- 
versational, and after a second series of glugs &om the flask, 
he made me his mining father-confessor, telling me how he 

* Jumper in the diggings lias a double signification. It is the tool by 
which a hole is bored into the rock for blasting, and is also the name of a 
short shirt-like jacket much worn by diggers. 
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did, aod how he was doing. He explained about the three 
lumpBf flhowing xae, beneath a deceptive Bur£M» coyering of 
haxmi fltofitf, the rehttiye richsefis of each, aad remoying the 
jumper, uzLdenieath which there was a fiioall pile of really 
glittermg stoxie. He set the little boj to loioek me off a 
few pretty epecimens, while under the <«acii]ar inflaence of 
another swig he foretold ike nerer-^^iding fortune which 
awaited me if I brought out a party dose by him, and 
set to werk cruehing all the atone out of a &ce, as he 
called it. 

When I proposed going he gave orden to knock oi£ work 
f« the day, i«.poimg to acoampany me, far h« l«d got into 
a happy state of independence, saying, ^'he could affiod 
to take a holiday when he loiked, more nor he ever eould 
say at home." He pointed out the claim he wished me 
to purchase as we passed it. It exhibited a grand bold reef, 
rather white and boldery &r my tasusy^ still he directed my 
attention to a blue casing (lining) at the back, which he 
vouched was thick with gold; and he said he knew the 
o^vners were '^ keen'' to sell out, as tiiey had expended the 
last of tiienr fimds* I promised to take the matter into con- 
sideration, but he advised me to be quick about it else I 
would lose it, adduig, that if he had sufficient capital to 
spare he would have it in an hour. A little above this, in 
an indented bosom of the gulf, at its upper extremiiy, 
an Ameriean had just oompleted a smaU stamping mUl, 
driven by a little stesm-engiue of the most primitive con- 
struction, which, like a thirsty horse, had to be pulled up at 
intervals to get a drink, for there was no appliance f<^ 
pumping in a supply when the water got low in the boiler 
without stopping the work. The stamps were wooden shafts, 
shod with iron, falling in a grating, which let through the 
pulverised quartz in a coarse state, after which they were 
thrown for amalgamation into what is called a Galifomian 
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sbaking table, a oantriTaiiee Uiat still coHtmueB to be held in 
esteem in Yictoiiay thoogh it is veiy &r from being a perfect 
machine in my estimatian. Below is a TvAd side secidon. 




It is wMde of weU-aeasoned deal, closely jointed— say six feet 
long by two feet wide, and from six to eight inches deep. 
The bottom is according to the representation above, the 
two dotted lines showing where the quicksilver is deposited. 
It is driven from behind by a crank, which imparts a direct 
backward and forward motion, supposed to shake and com- 
mingle the crush-quartz and water (let in at the end) with 
the quicksilver, and thus lead to the amalgamation. The 
table, I should remark, is hung in an oblong frame, by means 
of two iron rods on each side, having a couple of links at 
either end to &cilitate the swing, and it also has a slight in- 
clination to promote the discharge. It is a simple plan, 
much in vogue in California; and although it certainly leads 
to a certain amount of amalgamation, I have satisfied myself 
by experience, in numerous instances, that it is by no means 
safe or efficacious, for I have always found the tailings 
coming from shaking tables largely impregnated with both 
quicksilver and gold. THieyare only safe when driven slowly, 
with the least possible inclination, but then they get through 
very little work. If the stroke of the crank is lengthened 
and the speed accelerated, the quicksilver is driven up over 
the incline and discharged into the tailings. I bethought me 
of an alteration in the shaking table, which I am confident 
would be a vast improvement in its modus operandi. Instead 
of driving it by a crank from behind in a direct fore and aft 

o2 
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motion, my idea was to drive it bj a horizontal crank work* 
ing aboTe its centre, exactly like those used in working oat- 
riddles or oatmeal-sieves in Scotch com mills. This would 
give it a semi-rotatory motion, which not only would produce 
a greater commotion, but would have the evident tendency 
of inclining the heavier substances (the gold and quicksilver) 
towards the centre instead of to the extremity, and also act 
in swamping and submerging the Ught, flaky, laminated 
particles which are incontinently carried off in the direct 
wave of the present table. I was always sanguine as to the 
effects of this alteration, but was overruled in essaying the 
experiment by those concerned with me; and while every 
practical man with whom I talked the matter over fully 
agreed with me, it never, to the present day, has been 
adopted in a single instance. The fact is, parties putting up 
new mills are desirous to go to work as quickly as possible, 
eschewing all inventions of an experimental nature from the 
delay, expense, and uncertainty with which they are at^ 
tended. 

Exactly over the American mill, on the crown of the hill, 
two leviathan boulders of quartz, as large as the Oreai 
JEJastem, lie on the surface, embedded in a d^bri^ of quartz 
gravel, which in the process of time had been shed from 
them by the disintegrating action of the atmosphere and 
elements. I climbed up the hips of one of these monsters 
with my hammer and magnifying-glass, but though I knocked 
off hundreds of splinters, I could not satisfy myself that a 
speck of the precious metal was discernible. As I sat on the 
huge block, looking down the gully at the trend of the great 
reef below, it looked as if it emanated from those twin 
boulders, like a frozen stream which had its source from the 
monster icebergs on some alpine eminence. Mr. B^ll — ^r— d's 
gold-producing establishment was on the apex of a hill close 
by, and as I approached^ the old alchemist himself advanced 
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to greet the stranger, arrayed in a garb that the most at- 
tached unde would not let inside his establishment ; for rich 
men, at home or abroad, can do things with impunity which 
poor devils durst not attempt. He made most civil profes- 
sions in bad English, and finding that I was desirous of 
making minute inquiries, he sent for his son, a genteel young 
man, who spoke English fluently, and, furthermore, was both 
candid and communicative. He took me down his shaft, 
which had attamed a depth of one hundred and twenty feet, 
and was then going through a barren stratum, gradually 
diminishing, as if it would run out. But he told me if such 
turned out to be the case, far from abandoning it, they were 
resolved to go down a thousand feet. The reef was evidently 
identical with that in ^ew Ohum GuUy, and said to be a 
traced continuation of the Sailors' Oully Eeef, seven or eight 
miles to the northward. I may here remark that all reefs 
run north and south, dipping to the north, and shelving from 
east to west at a varying angle, which at times becomes 
almost horizontal ; and although two distinct reefs may run 
in juxtaposition to each other, they never unite, resembling 
parallel lines, which never can meet. 

Mr. B— 11 — ^r— d's was a dry stamping mill, Uke that of the 
American's just described, but it was driven by a horse, and 
as the grating was coarser, the crushed stuff came through 
In grains as large as marrowfat peas, and was then washed in 
a common cradle. There was an enormous tumulus of these 
tailings, on which I could not help casting a longing eye, 
well knowing that half their precious contents had not been 
iiextracted, for, of course, in reaching the fine gold the pulveri- 
aation of the stone must be complete. I took up several 
handfuls, and on close scrutiny, even without the aid of the 
^lass, I detected divers and sundry particles of gold, and I 
«n fully convinced it was then for the first time the 
muqpicipn arose that this prodigious heap of refuse was of 



Ids LIFE IHr TEOTOXIA. 

any Talue. Before lesrii^ I ini^iiired, pwe&tbeticaUj^ if Mr. 
B— 11 — r — d would ditpose of it ; but the iride^awake old lad, 
as if he got a nudge from some uitenial voGoiUix, declined 
gitiiig an immediate answer. If any fiiend bad sent a lot dT 
Itones and cart», with a reqiKst that Mr. B-«-Il— -r — d wouU 
allow him to remote the heap for the purpoee of makiiig 
garden walk% I believe^ so £yr from ooicoaiLtering any objeo- 
tioo^ the prc^nrietor would have eonsidered it a oouYenimee 
to haTe the rubbish temoved. But the fact of being asked to 
sell them engendcired the idea of yahi^ which B — ^U-— r-— d 
endeayoured to ascertain by iskquiriea that ended by his 
entering into a contract &sr recrudiing and amalgamating 
with the Yankee on half shares^ and thus putting sone 
tixouBsnds in the pockets of each. After this c^eration the 
Down Easter sutHoitted the second tsiliags to a third and 
still closer process that yielded a very hage result, alas 
proving tiksA Yankee keenness was an oiree-matBh £ae Teutea 
eautioB. 

After making a slight d^towr to a neighbownang reef cm 
SpeeimeD. Hill, I crossed over Long GhaJly, whidi contained 
one of those prolific gutters that r»idered BaEidigo fiimoas ia 
the days of its aJluyiaL prosperity, exeaj perch of it yielding 
gold I7 the hundred-we^ht. i'or awhileitlay dkr^garded, 
like a sucked arange, but the glittering aj^eaianee of the 
soil along &e banks of defis and chranneh after the wash ef ; 
heary rains prored that the guUy was. not entirely exhausted. 
In faet^ after the subsidence of floods, men,, womoi, SAd 
eluldren. pi^ed gold from Hxe day with thdr fingers in 
aueh quantities that it led to the introducti<m of paddliiih 
machines, which at the time of my crossing were in a^ase; 
operation tha^ughout its entire kngUu Beyockd the goUj 
arose Windmill Hill, where quartz mining was pitseeedingin 
a wholesale way^ and with most promising indicationsy sane 
ef tibe stone I saw coming up to the oommcn heaps being 
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good for twelve ounces to the ton, all those of exoeedkig 
riebness being kept below to prevent the fall kiiowleclge 
fkom transpiTiDg. In this locality there are tharee krge and 
valuable reefs, nmTrmg parallel within one hundred yards of 
each other, one of which in particular has since literally 
tamed out a mine of wealth ; but as I wiU have to ^Uuda to 
it in a future ehapter, I will at present pass on to the 
terminus of wj day's stroll at Sailors' Gully, crossing in the 
coarse of my peregrinations California Gtdly, a rich but 
sliert one, and that most glorious gully ci Eagle Hawk, wliieh 
is justly placed at the head of all other creeks or galHeB in 
virtue of the tons upon tons of treasure that were taken by 
tlie shovelful firom its bosom in a state of unmixed virgin 
disanliness. I saw several puddling machines in coone of 
ecection, but I made no halt until I readied the small and 
modest estabUshment of Messrs. N—- c — a and B— ss — ^tt. 

They were youthful Gomiahmen, who came oat in humble 
employ, on the staff of the Colonial Gold Mismg CoaqNory,. 
fload were sent to Sailors' Gully at a period when the com- 
pany was assigned an indefinite length of quartz reef by Hie 
Gkywmment, to commence operations on, kmg anterior to ita 
becoming dreamt of as a general pursuit, and when it could 
have been successfully prosecuted to any extent by the com- 
pany without exciting the slightest jealousy on the part of 
the digging community. However, the managers of the 
conapany were dilettanti gentlemen, who preferred personal 
comfort before joint-stock prosperity, and wil^ all the re- 
quisite capital and machinery at hand, they deferred the 
opportunity until the public feeling would no longer tdierate 
aueh a semblance of monopoly. This procrastination efen- 
tuated in a partial disembodying of the staff, and iN*— <> — s 
and B — ss — ^tt commenced on their own hook, making ont a 
dflsim on the very rerf assigned to the compauy, and I fear 
it will not tend to make the plucked shareholders in this 
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metropolis feel amiable when I inform them that the above 
men qrushed as much as 30 lbs. weight of gold from a single 
ton of this same quartz. On the day of mj visit thej had 
stone under process which they calculated would yield 121b8. 
at least. Their candid admissions far transcended all my 
previous ideas of auriferous quartz — sanguine as many sup- 
posed them to be — ^and when, at their desire — in order to 
remove my scepticism — I raised the little canvas apron in 
front of the stampers, and took a handful of the crushed 
stuff from the receptacle communicating with the amalgama- 
tor, it positively required an effort to lift it, so largely was 
the pulverised quartz commingled with gold. Theirs was a 
horse*stamping mill, different from the others described, 
inasmuch as it was net stamping on a solid bottom with what 
is technically called a flush — that is, a slanting board in front 
of the stamps, over which the crushed quartz and light gold 
is surged with the water by the action of the stamps, the 
heavier particles remaining within the box in front of the 
stamps, in which I put my hand. The lighter portion, carried 
out of the slanting box by the water surge, was made to flow 
over a pool of quicksilver, in which a spiked roller was oon« 
stantly revolving, >to prevent the tailings from caking and to 
bring the gold in contact vrith the quicksilver. 

After making everything perfectly patent to my compre- 
hension, I was invited into their dwelling-tent, which was as 
trim and tidy as woman's hands could make it — for Mr. 
N — c — s had another treasure besides his reef— and while 
his hospitable wife was preparing an appetising luncheon^ he 
amused himself by exciting my amazement to its uttermost 
bounds, as he pulled cake after cake of solid amalgamated 
gold, like so many Dutch cheeses, from under his bed, until I 
absolutely thought either that I was labouring under an op- 
tical illusion, or that he was practising a clever trick like that 
of pulling a market-cartful of cabbages out of a single hat. 
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However, it was neither tbe one nor the other, but a pal- 
pable reality, a marvellous fact of the most stubborn and 
sterling description, enough to take away the breath from a 
new chum accustomed to a paper currency, or to fill a re- 
spectable niche in the bullion-vaults of the old lady in 
Threadneedle-street. As soon as I had got powers of ut- 
terance I upbraided Mr. N — c — s for his temerity in keep- 
ing such an amount of treasure within reach of any man 
carryiug a knife in his pocket ; but he seemed to be devoid 
of all apprehension, and whether he subsequently changed 
his practice or not, I never heard of his having suffered by 
his overweening confidence. He informed me that numerous 
other parties on the same reef were taking out large fortunes 
likewise, and as I rambled home I kept continually revolving 
in my mind the mischances and negligence which lost the 
Colonial Gold Mining Company such an incalculable fortune 
as was let fall from their grasp, discouraging all future enter- 
prises of the sort, and depriving the colony of the benefit 
resulting from the influx of capital, as well as from the in- 
troduction of improved machinery and the higher orders of 
skilled labour. 

Messrs. N— c^s and B — ss — ^tt prospered rapidly and 
steadily. A fine steam-mill soon supplanted the simple horse 
concern ; substantial brick and stone houses arose on the 
sites of the calico tenements ; and still fortune did not tire 
of heaping up her favours in their laps ; prosperity con- 
tinued to flow in with an even current, and the latest com- 
miinication I had from that quarter was that the prior pur- 
chased a large station in the colony, and that his partner had 
come home a richer man than many in that company under 
whose auspices he emigrated as an articled labourer. 
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CHAPTEE Xn. 

Sfll«et a Ifill Site— SUrtUag Admonttioti — Ck»seq«eiit Arra&gemeittfl — 
Dread of Machmeiy in the Diggings — ^Agitators' Decree against accept- 
ing Employment — How it was treated — Retreat of the arch Hischief- 
maker— The Long Tom — ^Bepagnancfi to Quicksilver amongst I>iggers>* 
Hustler's Quartz Beef— -How discovered — ^A. short Disquisition about 
Quartz Beefs — Quartz Veins — A few Anecdotes concerning them— • 
Jnveaolo -pnoodty in Tistona JZhutrsted— Bleediers aad Feeders d»« 
seated— The sodal aspect of the Bendigo Gold-field — The doctrine oC 
Domology — Bendigo Mac — ^His Character—The angelic portion of the 
Coflmiunitj. 

l!F is mxnecamaaj ta give ia cMadl tbe leBulfe of my ^dly 
nuBiUes on foot And on horsBfaack o?er ^e iride scea of Has 
goid-field £ar seTonl days^ during ivfaick I sair rnueE to 
adndie and alall more to aatonaUL me, without being aUe to 
discorer a site for our mill uniting all tbe desired adTsn- 
tages. Hoireyer, as tbe eBgiike boiler bad arrived, at a cost 
of 4M,j and the rest of the maehinery was on its way, togel^ier 
with tbe nttilwrights, I wbs forced to make an Section, ia 
wfaick 1 1RU kindly an-ted l)y tii» >dnee and local know, 
ledge o£ the resident warden, Mr. P — n-HQ ; and, after ob» 
tabling the required aaaefcion, I pitched upon a space of 
woiked-out ground at tbe foot of New Gbum Gully, said to 
be the most eligible in tbe whole district, as £ur as wafcer was 
coocemedy a leconmeadatkni tibat was plenfdfully confirmed 
by tbe plenary state of tbe holes all around after a dry aad 
protracted summer. Tbe site might have been more centrally 
chosen with regard to tbe radiating point of quartz-mining 
operations, but as water — ^like poor puss in bare soup — ^is an 
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indispensable dement to good quarti emshmg, I choee nther 
that our process ahoiild approximate per&etioa than that our 
occapation abonld be incesaazLt. 

Aa the remainisg and more delicate portiona came to haod, 
I was priyatelj admonished bj the authoritiea that it would 
be no mare than pradent to keep a constant watdiin charge, 
as there coated an undefined prejudice againi^ aasociated 
eiktevpriaey or anj project hafing the faintest leaven of mono- 
poly. Thie bugaboo was begot^ dandled, and wet-nursed by 
the greedy tribe of agitators who were deprired of their great 
Ardiimedean IsTer for raising the wind by the abolition of 
the lieeQse4aii:, and who^ no more than Mr. Disraeli, would 
think of going to the country '^ without a good cry." The 
ChineBe cry not being suffieLently ripe for the agitation 
mai^et at the time, monopoly was seized on as the great 
maikBHshift for the emergency, the large and active quarta- 
ms3I]]^ movement amongst the city capitalists furnishing 
food for monitory declamation^ while the bcMlers^ the fly- 
wheds, the shafts, tiia eranksy the funnels, tiie stamp-haads, 
and the accompanying brood of rnmute mechanical odds and 
ends that were amongst the daily arrivak in the recesses and 
fitttnessea of the gold-fields, provided thespouters with ob* 
jeeta for frightful illavtraticm, distracting metaphor, and 
beartreading aUegary, until at length unsophistioated dag- 
gosy in tibeir despairing freazy, looked upon an unwieldy 
boiler as a Ghriatiait would on a car of Juggernaut, whiie 
tiie person introducing machinery was regarded much in the 
same lighfc as King Bomba would be by the British public if. 
he landed at Gxavesend with a cargo of Neapolitan manades 
and caps of sUence. The very instance of mccess, whidt I 
attoded to at the end of my laat diapter, was misused 
amongst a host of other cases, to prove the pemickma effects 
of fixdgn or non-local ci^ital. ^ I^" it was triumphantly 
aaked— " if the ColoniaL Gold Mining Compextj had been 
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carried on, would Messrs. K" — c — s and B— ss — ^tt, Tom this 
or Jack that, have made their honest hard-earned inde« 
pendence? "No, my friends, that money would now be 
spending in turtle and venison, in laced livery and aristo- 
cratic debauchery, about London, while Jack, Tom, and 
Harry would still be the down-trodden slaves of the re« 
morseless task-master." (Thunders of applause and an 
ebullition of castors.) In this strain the diggers were warned 
against capital as if it was the fatal lure of the arch-tempter, 
whose touch would entail the horrors of worldly damnation. 
Under such repulsive colours were enterprising men painted 
as crafty robbers bent on plundering the modem garden of 
the Hesperides. 

Under these circumstances, and as I had in my neighbour- 
hood one of these mongrel whelps, nine-tenths of a jackal, 
with only as much of the desert monarch's nature as taught 
him to stick to the lion's share of the plunder, I deemed 
it no more than prudent to adopt all proper precautions. I 
therefore made the men erect their tents in the midst of the 
machinery, and I pitched my own at a short way off, on an 
eminence that commanded a view of the whole. Fussy 
friends hinted I did ill in fixing my abode (as I had done) at 
a distance from all other tents, reluctantly predicting domi- 
ciliary visits of the most unceremonious description. But 
with three banks in Sandhurst I could not imagine bush- 
rangers so deficient in sagacity as to suppose me dolt enough 
to keep money under canvas while perfect security was so 
close at hand; besides which, I well knew that a digger's 
wardrobe would never tempt them to risk the immediate and 
prospective consequences of a gossamer burglary. 

Notwithstanding that a secret decree had gone forth from 
the conclave, forbidding any person to enter into the employ- 
ment, I found that a large pen-and-ink placard wafered on 
the boiler, which lay on the roadside, attracted a goodly 
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coDgregation of applicants, both of the ski^ed and unskilled 
classes, from amongst whom I made the required selection . 
and although mj anxious friends again stepped in with their' 
serious admonitions, I never found. a lot of men — picked 
without recommendation — who worked better or more dili- 
gently ; and whatever might have been their intentions in 
the first instance, they contracted a degree of interest in the 
concern which engendered feelings of mutual confidence, that 
was rarely interrupted during my protracted sojourn in the 
district. The wages rated from 15s. to 21s. per diem for 
common labourers, and from 21s. to 30s. for mechanics ; and 
as this came to be disbursed and counted over eveiy Satur* 
day evening, the sure and steady income derived from regular 
employment contrasted so favourably with the precarious 
earnings of the digger, that it became a subject of Sunday 
discussions, and the feeling began to spread that if the in- 
fernal capitalists made away with the golden apples they paid 
the full price for the much-coveted fruit. Under this new 
view of the case the decree was ignominiously spumed, and 
crowds of neophytes, clamouring for the blessings and benefits 
of indoctrination, surrounded my tent before I arose of morn- 
ings, encircled me while overseeing the workmen, waited on 
me while taking my meals, and left me reluctantly as I sub- 
sided on my stretcher for the night. I had no need of a 
body-guard, nor thenceforth was the machinery in jeopardy. 
All this was gall and wormwood to my communistic neigh- 
bour, who walked past every morning in a fit of sulk, meant 
for abstraction, for he saw that his prestige was on the wane. 
He detected the forebodings of a landslip that would take 
him off his legs ; his exhibitions on the balcony of the Cri- 
terion would no longer draw ; the olden sources of his live- 
lihood were frozen dry by contempt and derision, and his 
mutinous subjects even went the length of pointing at him 
when he passed '' as the great champion of the labouring 
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man, who nerrer did a stroke of work lumself." This im- 
proved and enlightened view of affiurs was most ably and ju<- 
diciouslj sustained by a local journal of great infinenoe and 
cirenlation— the Bendigo Advertiser — a paper above clap- 
trap, and thoroughly idoitified with the dicing and minicg 
intoests ; and so lucidly did it deal with this subject, so 
completely did it disseminate idie convieticm that the intro- 
duction of capital, under j^per restiictians, would be tlie 
life and soul not only of Bendigo but ai the colony, that the 
spell was completely broken, and the confounded magician 
was constrained to fly, to the great benefit of a communify 
^riuch — ^without casting any imputation on other gold-fields 
-—was always distinguished as being the ^te amongst the 
Victorian bodies politic. 

During i^ progress of the works I made several excur- 
sions over this great field, inspecting and examining every 
species of mining pursuit ; and to the old system of tub 
puddling and cradle washing I found the Oalifomian Long 
Tom superadded; This is neither voxxcq nor less l^ian a long 
trough, fixed with slight shmt, down which the dirt is carried 
by a current of water into a ripple-box, covered with a per« 
forated sheet-iron top, that prevents the stones from going 
into it. The ripple-box is also stationary, so called from 
having ledges or bars at its bottom — somewhat similar to 
the cradle-— for the purpose of causing ripples, in which the 
gold is supposed to subside. But I regret to remark that 
the bars very soon are deprived of their rippling properties 
by the caking of fijie sand, which naturally settles into a 
smooth bed, over which everything is •carried without the 
least obstruction, and the gold carried off in the tailings. It 
may be said that there is always a man stationed at the Tom 
with a rake, whose duty it is to keep the bars clean ; but it 
is a duty beyond the powers of human assiduity, requiring 
such ever-watchful, never-ceasing care to perform it tho- 
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roughly, that I coneeire the onlj WBjin wlueb a man can be 
rendered perfectly capable f(»r the task ia by plucking out 
his mind by the Toota and making a machine or a mental 
eunudii of him. I prescribed my uaoal panaoea, qnicksilTer, 
but diggiraa aeem to entertain aa strong prejudieea agaiaat 
meroiuy as the medical faculty, for it ia with reLoctance they 
can be brought to nie it in any ahape. Eyen though the 
owners of horse puddliug machines admitted their conYiction 
that a considerable per-centage of fine granulated and thin 
laminated gold escapes in the thick sludge which they are 
constantly throwing off, there ia not one instance in all 
Yictoria where an effort has been made to arreat an acknow- 
ledged loss. Moat of those in tiie Bendigo district empty 
either into the Bendigo Greek or its little tributaries, and it 
is my firm belief that the lengthened portions of that rivulet 
— ^which hare been cut offer filled in by the late operation of 
cutting a straight channel for it — will pay any partiea hand- 
somely who rewash sdl this deposited aludge by aome more 
careful process. The year 1855 may be set down as that in 
which the puddling interest assumed an importance on this 
gold-field, and before the middle of 1^ snooeeding year it 
was ascertained that there were three thousand machines at 
wgA on the Bendigo, none employing under two horses and 
three men, the numbers being set down by estimate at 
seyen thousand horses and tiiirteen thousand men. 

As a matter of course, my most anxious inquiries and in- 
yestigations were in reference to quartz, making it a special 
business to visit every reef of xepnte or promise ; and, al- 
though I saw several — Hustler^s, in Iron Bank Gully, 
amongst the rest — of astonishing ridmess, the thing tiiat 
filled me most with amassement was the multiplicity of the 
reefs in every direction cropping out above the sur&ce, and 
^ming to liglit at the bottom of deep sinkings in such num- 
bers as to lead to the conjecture that the foundation of this 
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gold-field is one immeiiBe quartz quany. Even out in the 
road, to the Sheepwash, which cannot be called an integral 
part of these diggings, the hills are principally formed by 
vast upheavings of the gold matrix. I visited Hustler's Beef, 
then in the zenith of its glory — the gem of the district — and 
found it quite up to the reputation it bore. It was dis- 
coTored by a party of darkies, who camped on the hill di- 
Tiding Commissioners' from Iron Bank Gully. They pitched 
their tent on the high ground, intending to work in the 
gully, but on clearing away the scrub for the requisite space, 
they found the surface literally strewed with pretty and 
valuable specimens embedded in quartz stone, so, instead of 
engaging in alluvial sinking, they employed themselves very 
profitably in crushing the stone with hammers and extract- 
ing the gold. During a time they had no difficulty in keep- 
ing their secret, for, without entertaining any decided re- 
pugnance, the white men do not go out of their way to court 
an acquaintance with their sable brethren; but when it 
came to be observed that they lived liberally, nay, boun- 
teously — carrying home their sides of mutton, their strings 
of nice vegetables, and, occasionally, their cases of brandy — 
it became a subject for that impertinent but universal tri- 
bunal, the Social Inquisition. Secret watches were there- 
fore organised, and stealthy inquiries instituted, to detect 
their suspected domestic heresies; and with speedy and 
entire success, for a full confession was elicited without the 
aid of any greater rack or torture than the brandy-bottie. 
They had taken the precaution of acquiring a proper title to 
the ground by marking out their claim, which Mr. Hustler 
immediately purchased for a few hundred pounds, and com- 
menced opening the reef^ on the crown of which the darkies 
gathered their specimens. 

At the time of my visit Mr. Hustler had been some months 
at work, and had secured some thousands beyond the pur- 
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chAse-monej. It was a reef of enormous magnitude, being 
in places so much as eighteen feet thick. It was profusely 
rich close under the surface ; but, like most surface reefs, it 
was what is termed in mining phraseology a Y reef (called 
after the consonant), which most generally taper, and run 
out within thirty feet, becoming poorer as they go down. 
For the first few feet it was said to have yielded as much as 
thirty ounces to the ton, coming down gradually to twelve 
ounces, tlien to eight ounces (when I was there), and 
eventually to zero, when it was prematurely abandoned. I 
say prematurely, because it is now well known, and proved, 
that the " running out'* notion is a fallacy, for in every in- 
stance, such as Hustler's, where the sinking is continued, 
the reef is again found at greater or lesser depth, very gene- 
rally in the reversed position — ^thus A — ^as if the upper slice 
had been dissevered and ejected by a convulsion, which no 
doubt it was. In cases of this sort it generally occurs that 
the deeper portion is found to be rich ah initio ; but as to 
the why or the wherefore, in explanation of the natural 
cause, accounting for the poverty of the lower extremity of 
the upper reef and the richness of the upper extremity of 
the lower reef, I will not hazard a conjecture, for the best of 
all reasons, that I do not entertain one satisfactory to my own 
mind, nor have I hoard one which I deem worthy of repeti- 
tion. The colony stands indebted to the Cornish miners for 
this discovery, the importance of which is not yet properly 
appreciated ; bat, to my thinking, it secures the enduring 
permanence of Bendigo's boundless mineral wealth. Gomish- 
men don't prize surface reefs, which raw hands pounce upon 
with avidity. Their practice in prospecting for a reef is to 
dig a trench, east and west, across a hill, until they come to 
a stiff clayey substance, called " Fleukin," the tmde deri- 
vation of which term I found as unpenetrable as the author- 
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ahip of JumoA's Letleni; but whaifc tke pilot-fiali ia to the 
Aaack^ Smkin k to the qvaatz teet 

Qnee ihej bit iipon the flenkut tdie j make saxe of the 
qnorftBy fw it digs and ahehe^ aft doea the xee^ aiid mdubi- 
taUj leads to it, but aSbsda jk^ indtcatiaii 000 vajr or the 
oUmt aa to the nchaeaa or poivvrtj of the quavta. It vfoj 
firefoflotlj ^rr^TO that veixui of qnarti diadoae themflelTen 
o& tiie amftceor on tiie bill flanka^ bcnig called Teiaifriaii 
eontradiatiiictioB to leefr^ to vfaich Hneiy bear about the 
propoatkai of incboa. to feet. Thqr dso diflBar &om leeb ib 
their chuactemtics^ for, aa & mle^ thqr am zasely to be 
fbimd in a state of ooaipaGt aolidiiy, their moie ttsual con- 
ditifaoi bcisig one €i disintegraticm. In the in&nqi? of quota 
Bunisg in Yietcada raos wece oferboked andl despisedy aa if 
their miniiteBeaB nas a "ptod of their ssBigxiifHsaiioe^ and I 
bdieie thia fidlaeieiie notioii wcmM hanre bean perpetuated 
to tiie present dagr, were it. net thait childraa, in their inuBta* 
tiye gambols^ led to the dieeorexy. 

I remember one XMBoing, aftaroormill wasat^rcdky aee» 
ing two ehildrea loitering abent the eBgaie4ioii8e^ nifch baga 
on tiiflir backs. At fixat. I^thougM it was eniiositjy. but ob* 
ser?ingth8t tihe eUer made one or two efforts ta engage mj 
attention, I inqniied ''what he wanted,'* when, in&aileal^ 
cftiiticms! W17, tiie wilj mannikin aekti leave to nsea pestle 
andmoxtar that was kept in the canTas wtarkshop for teal* 
ing quartz samples. Igafe theduld pexsniasiQ^batinstesi 
hastantirp arailixi^ huaeeif of it, I remarked that he aod his 
comrade waited until the dinaner-hcMnv when the carp e flter 
wae snve to be absent ; and eyen then they entered npen 
their Bttie business with a degree of wary circumspection 
that made me fnnininriy curioas. So alter a short lapae of 
time, making a slight circuit, I came noiselessly to the tent 
entrance, and found this pair of Lilliputian miners labon* 
ously at work, pounding quartz pebbles in the mortar. Ky 
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entry was a surprite ; but wben they pe^ed out aad meet* 
tained that none of the men were approacbingy they hecaiM 
reasenired, without, however, entmng upon any e:xpIai^on 
or eoKtfeBsion^ until I piat the mortar on edge towards* tb<r 
light Stiid saw its glittering eontents* llhe eldef ohild theft 
told me, with relBctant candour, that he and his m^ate^ when 
at play the other day, foimd a " Httle quartz reef with a k% 
of gold in it, and, without teUing father or mother, they 
pieked out the two little bagfisls, and came round to tb^ 
mill hy a hack gully, toe fear anybody should get urpoti the 
seent.'' I could not help mnfiag at their astuteness white 
coBunendiBg their prudence^ and promised most faithfbUy to> 
beep their secret, an obligatkAi, howerer, from which thc^ 
rdseved me by keeping it themselves. According to mry 
estimate the two parcels of stotf they had with them kfoxM 
not have weighed together much over twenty pounds, eer> 
tainly not thirty pounds. It was very dark and disintegrated, 
with Httle nodes of iron dightly interspersed throughout^ 
but linked togeidier, ahnost Mke so maoiy rude necUaces^ 
by ragged straps of shaggy gold, which seemed as if it rte 
in ft me^en state thorough a layer of gr«fel, and caught the 
partieies in its emibraee as it cooled. Aimous to ascertain 
tibe* result^ I took the pestle, and pounded the remainder m 
a short time, and made them carry the produce up to my 
private tent, when, to my astonishment, I asc^asned that 
it reached within a few pennyweights of thirteen pounds of 
puite gold, or — '^oh, ye gods and^ little fishes !" — ^withia a 
fraction of the money value represented by B24il. Think of 
such a sum in the hands of two little ragged urchins, gradun 
ating amongst the wild gullies of Victoria, you juvenile men 
of the world, who imbibe your knowledge, together with 
your partiality for cheroots and gold latch*-keys, at Eton or 
Harrow-on-the-Hill ; why, its subdivided moiety is as much 
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as any individual governor puts upon the estimates as the 
privy purse allowance of bis son and heir at either academy. 
The brace of miUionnaires smiled me their thanks for tbe 
service I bad rendered them, and departed with their treasure 
in a direction which I very well knew, by their previous tactics, 
was not likely to lead them to the neighbourhood from wbicli 
they came, and, as if they had become introduced to the 
surrounding scenery for the first time, they sat down on 
every eminence to take a survey of the country behind them. 
About ten days afterwards the same pair made their appear- 
ance again, escorting a wheelbarrow, driven by a lad more 
advanced in years, in which there was a good-sized well- 
filled bag. After entering the yard, the trio squatted oa 
the barrow, waiting as before for the coming dinner-honr ; 
but as I had in the mean time been talking of the former 
occurrence, tbe men resolved to forego their meal, in order 
to see, as they expressed it, *' what the Lord sent on the 
present occasion," .and when the hour arrived, they made a 
ring round the barrow, produced the pestle and mortar, and 
offered their services in pounding the stuff. Seeing there 
was no averting the result, the boys assented, but on open- 
ing the bag to commence operations, there was a simul- 
taneous start, as if all the gazers received sharp electric 
shocks, and really it was a sight to produce a shock of utter 
surprise even to men accustomed to golden marvels, for the 
contents were only comparable to large honeycombs of gold, 
peppered over with quartz and ironstone. When the stuff 
was emptied out of the barrow, the exclamations and ejacu- 
lations with which it was apostrophised were of the most 
amusing and original description. The holy mother av 
Moses was invoked to the show, as well as sundry saints of 
both genders from the Christian empyrean. St. Patrick, in 
particular, had many earnest calls to the inspection, which, 
m a quaint style of contradictory eulogy, was admitted to 
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bang Banaglier — a certain borough in the King's county, 
traditionally supposed to " bate the divil." Mr. S — y — ^ns, 
a wealthy citizen of Sandhurst, living in High-street, who 
had some of his own rich quartz under process in our mill 
at the time, offered the lads a cheque for 12002. for the con- 
tents of the barrow, and he was a person both qualified to 
form a correct opinion of its value, as well as constitutionally 
disposed to bid considerably below the intrinsic worth of 
any article he desired to purchase. I did not weigh the 
proceeds on this occasion, but even taking them at Mr. 
S— y — ^ns's estimate, it was a startling sum in the pockets 
of this juvenile triumvirate. Every effort that coaxing, 
cajoling, or cross-questioning could suggest was tried, in 
order to discover the El Dorado, without effect. Though 
children in years and appearance, they possessed an amount 
of impassive coolness and astuteness that would do credit to 
grey hairs and worldly experience, and seeing there was no 
chance of eluding the vigilance of the pack, now bent upon 
dogging them, they abandoned the sack and barrow, and 
annoimced to the men "that they were going to shout for 
all hands at the Harp of Erin,*' a public close by, where I 
learned they continued renewing their shouts until they 
put the detectives in a state which rendered the finding of 
their own tents an elaborate puzzle. 

I lost sight of the lads for some weeks, until one evening, 
after quitting hour, the original pair turned up, to make 
stringent terms for crushing seven tons of quartz. After 
they went away, I could not help thinking that if the seven 
tons bore any comparative value to the first and second 
samples, their wealth, and the time in which they amassed it, 
would constitute a marvel of acquisition never previously 
approached. However, the stuff they got carted to the miU, 
far from exhibiting any similar signs of richness, looked as 
if it would not defiray the cost of crushing, so much so, in- 
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deed, tbat the man wkone dutj it was to ihcow it into 
the lee^TiQg hopper, advised me ^^to demand pagrmesBfc 
before the coiioIuhoq <£ the prooesa," remarkiiig, ^^ tfaasa 
ofaaps are too keen to be tmated, and if they find the vetaia. 
is bad they- will bolt.*' A most true predietioni for it waa 
scarcely uttered before the party was declared mm eH m- 
vewtuB, HoweYer, on clearing out the rubbish, as we 8ap<- 
posed it, horn under the stamp^^heads, we found a quastitiy 
of coajwe gold, too large to go through the gratings, and tbia, 
together with the finer portions contained in the amalgann, 
weighed 17 lbs. some ounces. The men deolared a unanimous 
verdict of fbrfeiture from the dishonesty of the nrohins; but 
a strange emissary, deputed by them to hover about the cen- 
ceira until the exact result was ascertained^ brought thfiia 
the intelligence, when these little rognes came from Hie 
direction of Oolden-square, with an air of the most oonaum;- 
mate nonchalance, declaring that they had only gone to have 
some refreshment. Talk of London or Parisian precocity 
after that, why, a Victorian baby is a full match for « 
British adult ! The result of this crushing made me very 
slow affcerwards in discarding quartz that was deficient in 
surface indications, for the lot in question was altogether 
composed of smaU rounded pebbles little over the size of 
pigeons' eggs, and consequently affording multiplied facilities 
for accurate inspection, yet not a single speck was seen 
throughout the entire heap, though it was scrutimsed with 
the closest care, in consequence of the previous circum- 
stances. In &ct, were it miue, I would have preferred hand- 
ing it over to the road-contractor to incurring the liability 
of 82. per ton for crushing ; and I make no doubt but that 
owing to similar deceptive appearances, thousands of tons 
of highly auriferous quartz have been innocently dispensed 
as road metal, and now He buried in the highways of Yi&* 
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tofia, irhidtk — at least in some parts— ^nay most trulj be 
dflBcaribed as ** pared with gold." 

lUs IB zailier a long d^;ression, but as it is stiikingly 
ilfaiBtrative of liie value of venous quartz, I hope to be for- 
gifVQ. YenoDB quartz, to my thinking, is appositely d»* 
■gnated, for, like veins in tiie human body, whidi are laini* 
fied fitHn the heart, tiie fountain-head of vitality, they 
invariably bnndi off from the reef, always leading to one 
vrben they are persistently followed down. But^ by a 
sizaBge oontiadietion of terms, when they terminate in the 
me£y they are technically called ^^i^eeders,*' asif inthesenae 
of their having carried richness to the main body, whereas 
there can be no maimer of doubt but that they derived their 
riehnesB £rom the reef itself. Again, there are numeniaa 
instances where veins enter and run distinctly through reefs, 
likse— -if I may adopt the comparisonr— the Bhdne through 
the Lake of Geneva. In cases of this sort veins are called 
*' Bleeders," and with perfect propriety, too, for reefs which 
are thus intosected never have been found of any value, tiie 
prwmiling supposition being that the .veins, in their pas- 
sage, cut, as it were, the arteries, and cany off the rich ear- 
rent of mineral vitality. However incorrect this idea may 
be in a geological sense, it is an established foot in practice, 
for, amongst all the miners whom I interrogated on the 
aubject, I never found one who hesitated in denouncing a 
bled reef as a shioer. 

in a social aspect I was surprised and gratified with Hbe 
Bendigo gold-ffeld. There was a tidiness as well as a look 
of permanence about their tents which showed me that the 
Bend^nians were a better ordered dasB than the Ballara- 
tians, for I rely to a certain extent on domology in forming 
myopiiuonB of dunsacter, although it has not yet been erected 
into a Bcienee. The women, too, looked like Intimate house- 
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ymeSf tbeir neatly-arranged dresses representing their mar- 
riage certificates, while their cleanly children beamed all 
over with the graces of " connubiality." A large proportion 
of the tents were put up on the framed plan of erectioDy 
and I think I am safe in saying that the majority had sub- 
stantial chimneys attached, which render them little, if at 
all, inferior in point of comfort to the ordinary dwellings of 
agricultural labourers in the United Kingdom. Indeed, 
many of them that I entered &om time to time exhibited an 
advance beyond mere comfort in their snug and tasteful dis* 
pensations, their artfully-contrived seats and shelves, their 
culinary utensils, their delf and glass-ware, their coverlids, 
their strips of matting and carpeting, their toilet gear, their 
prints and pictures, and their little racks of books ; their 
fowls and ducks, picking about, furnished a picture of con- 
tented and happy domesticity forcibly contrasting with the 
nomadic habits and propensities of the digging communities 
I had previously visited. Then, again, the men, as a body, 
were not more remarkable for their general intelligence than 
for their freedom from the taint of rowdyism which seemed 
endemic in most of the other digging settlements. Some 
people attributed this healthful state of the social system to 
the prompt, stem, and rigorous manner in which the law was 
administered by the resident magistrate, a functionary who 
became famous after a fashion as a modified impersonation 
of Judge Lynch, from his arbitrary interpretation of the 
criminal statutes and the summary pouncing character of 
his decrees. He possesses an intuitive power of discerning 
old or escaped convicts by some peculiar indication about 
the nape of the neck, which he examines in every instance, 
as an error on the safe side, even though the inspection is 
often at variance with politeness, and wherever he detects an 
old hand he deals him out an off-hand measure of punish- 
ment, that makes me think the criminal code of Bendigo is 
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an unadulterated revival of our old penal statutes. The 
consequence, however, is, that convicts, whether of the 
escaped or ticket-of-leave class, keep clear of Bendigo, lest, 
in such a slight misunderstanding with the law as taking a 
glass too much, they should incur a sentence proportioned 
to manslaughter. But while '^ Bendigo Mac," as he is 
universallj called, is the terror of evil-doers as a public man, 
in private life he is as generally esteemed, for he possesses 
all those qualities which constitute an agreeable companion 
and a sincere friend. 

Sunday is the day to see Bendigo in its holiday attire. 
Many a new chum arriving in Sandhurst on that day, one 
hundred and ten miles in the Victoria Bush, under a vague 
impression that ladies turn out in blankets and skewers, 
look with amazement at the troops of gaily, nay, fashionably 
attired dames rustling in silks and satins, who issue from 
the various gullies, displaying the neatest boots and ankles 
as they skip across the water-holes, wearing their bonnets 
as if they had been wafered on to the backs of their heads 
by a Parisian modiste ; and the wonder still increases at 
finding them perfectly au fait in all the Terpsichorean novel- 
ties of the last season, gliding through the mazes of waltzes, 
polkas, galops, schottisches and polonaises with a litheness 
and grace that would earn plaudits in the Jardin Mabile. 
As the Americans say, '^ I couldn't realise it anyhow, 1 fixed 
it ;'' still there it was, a staring and agreeable fact, calculated 
to reconcile the most fastidious town swell to the " ideaw" 
of roughing it for a few years in the pleasant city of Sand- 
hurst. 
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CHAPTEE Xin. 

Postpone the Idea of Mfniiig on our own Account — ^The estimated Inoome 
from our Mill — ^The joyous Anxiety of the People as the liBl iv«g aibmA 
to start — The Chrutenmg and the Start — ^Result of the first Experiment 
— ^Decline an Opportunity of making a Fortune — ^A grand Beef— The 
Baae's Claim — ^Amalgamating Table deBcribfld — ^The Losses attendsat on 
the Use of spurious QnicksilTer — Goremmental Intei&zeace demanded — 
Crush Quartz from the Dane's Claim — ^The Process of retailing — ^Decline 
in the Price of Crushing — ^Take Adyantage of a Stop for SepaiiBtoinrvBt 
a new Amalgamating Machine — A Figure and Desczqition of it— How 
it worked — Future Intentions. 

AxTHOiTGH it was part of our design in erecting the qnarte 
mill to commence quartz mining on our own account at the 
same time, I deemed it more prudent to commence proceed* 
ings with one branch only, having assured myself from 
personal observation that there were quartz reefis sufficient 
in the gold-field to keep the supply in advance of the demand, 
let the mania rage ever so ardently. I also sheltered myself 
under the axiom ^that there is luck ia leisure,** superadding 
to a pardonable superstition the very probable calculation 
that the progress of intercourse would enlarge my crouroes 
of good information, and enable me to start with some 
guarantees of success, instead of taking a ^'leap in 1^ dsrk** 
— a mistake which impulsive young men sometimes make in 
other relations of life, as well as in quartz reefings. But, over 
and above those persuasive considerations, there was another 
fully as potential as either, or perhaps as both combined, 
which was the moral certainty that, in case the mill worked 
satisfactorily, there was as much public work as she could get 
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throogfa in tbe Tasi quantities of staff which I saw raised at 
the Tarious seefs I had yisited, of which we commanded a 
piefexenoe orer the smaller eoncemSy from the fact i^iat we 
could operate upon raw quartz in the state in which it was 
raised from the shaft, thus saving the trouble, delajr, and 
expense of calcining, which I ha?e prenouslj alluded to. 

We calculated on getting through one ton per hour with 
our twelve heavy stamp-heads, and as we purposed working 
by night as well as by day for six days a week, we expected 
to average 120 working hours each week, allowing 24 hours 
for stoppages of one kind or another. Under this sangoiae 
view we brought out a very consolatory income on paper, tiie 
price for crushing, &c, &ic. &c., alt the time being 6Z. per ton. 
Allow me very shortly to reproduce it : 120 hours' working 
was to get through 120 tons of quartz at SI. per ton, and 
multiplying the tons by the pounds, it gave the sum of 96DZ. 
as our weekly income, from which, with a never-too-much- 
to»be»lauded liberality, we magnanimously allowed the ragged 
1602. as a cover for expenses, reserving a net hebdomadal 
800Z., or 41,6001. per annum as an annual total to eom- 
pensate for the bore of watching great nobs of metal 
crushing a horrid thing called quarts. 

There was great joy in the neighbourhood as the works 
approached the finish, and the first thin wreath of blue smoke 
that issued modestly from the tall, towering chimney was 
hailed with three cheers as lihe sweet incense of iuture pro- 
sperity ; even ihe ma]%ned boiler, though welcomed to the 
district with fierce threats and maledictions, began rising in 
public fiwour as it warmed into life under the Promethean 
influence of a wood fire. Some of its former enemies sat on 
it, smoking their pipes so long as they comfortably could, 
patting it afieotionately, as if it was a fine housed cow come 
to flood the country with milk and honey. The engine- 
house, too, as well as the stampers and the anu^mator, had 
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their converted admirers, gazing in puzzled conjecture on 
the polished rods, and cranks, and piston, at the painted beam 
and the fly-wheel, sitting on its slender shaft, whose extremity- 
grappled with the great cog-wheel which was to lift the 
stamp-heads and work the amalgamator. Their faith was 
strong, but atheistical doubts would once and again obtrude 
themselves, suggesting the folly of thinking that a few logs 
of wood and a big pot of water at the extreme right, in no 
way ostensibly connected with the fixtures at the other 
extremity, would nevertheless impart to them life and 
efiect; but while these mechanical neophytes were sorely 
troubled with perplexity, a hiss from the safety-valve sjx* 
nounced that a miracle was at hand to confirm their hesitating 
belief. 

But there was a preliminary ceremony heralded at the 
same time, and most cordially welcomed — ^the christening 
of the concern, which was pronounced to be thereafter 
known and called by the name of ''The Bendigo Quartz 
Mill" — amidst a salvo of champagne corks and a torrent of 
brandy without water ; . and if healths or ejaculations of 
success could propitiate prosperity, the new establishment 
was sent on the high road to fortune. The next proceeding 
was the serious one, and I could not manage to repress my 
nervousness as the engineers hurried about with their long 
crane-necked oil-cans, lubricating every crank and bearing 
prior to the grand start. I had often got slight peeps at 
Portune, and though by figures I calculated on seeing her full 
in the face during the progress of the project, I had big mis- 
givings ; " too good to be true " kept tingling in my ears in 
spite of all my hopes and congratulations. However, all 
things considered, the start was an auspicious one ; there was 
nothing provokingly wrong. Despite the usual stiffiiess at- 
tending new machinery, the engine went to work smoothly, 
while the ponderous stampci fell and mounted with, satis- 
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factory regularity ; the amalgamator alone betraying a sus- 
picious awkwardness of action that was unpleasantly apparent 
to all the numerous by-standers. 

Our first experiment was on some casing* from Sailors' 
Gully, which, as a commencement, we consented to crush in 
shares with the owners, who had several hundred tons of it 
lying about their reef; and although it was known to contain 
some gold, it was not considered rich enough to risk the cost 
of having it crushed. The result, however, proved the con- 
trary, and the proprietors, who before the trial would have 
been well pleased if any person volunteered to cart it away, 
became agreeably enlightened as to its great value. During 
the progress of this experiment, two things became manifestly 
apparent regarding the mill, one of which was that the per- 
forated copper gratings through which the crushed quartz had 
to pass on its way from the stamping-frames to the amalga- 
mator were many degrees too fine, as the stuff had to be re- 
duced to a perfect pulp before it could escape, which was un- 
necessary, and had the efiect of protracting the process most 
seriously. The other defect was a radical one in the amalga- 
mator, which, slowly though the feed came &om the stamps, 
was unable to keep pace with the work, either revolving in a 
choking state or throwing out gold and quicksilver in the 
tailings. This state of things, coupled with the obstinacy of 
our engineer, caused an interregnum, and led to his dis- 
missal. The substitution of wider gratings was a matter of 
comparative simplicity, but the discarded amalgamator could 
not be so readily replaced. 

While the changes were in progress, I made some fresh 
explorative rambles, and selected a virgin reef to sink a 
prospecting shaft on, and with a strong faith in Cornish 

* Cafling is a tongh dayey lining of rotten slate and pipeclay, which 
nsnally lies at the back and front of a reef; and sometimes insinuates itself 
into the joints. 
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s^gftdAj, I wa» w«ak enoii^ ta aeleet one croj^nng Oioi 
boUKj firoKLtfaft»ia&e%iBesdij«iit]i&stiei]gtk of a paredL 
of specimens wUch I picked 19 in tJiei ftdjouiiiig Bcrub. HbeK« 
wan a Ccnmsb xnait in Ika employmeiiib^ toc^ who Btnmglj 
disanod^ me firom tke att e ntpt y adiiniig ma mo0^ ettmestljr 
to hoj tiM efana aheadj i^cM tcr ai; iha head <rf Ifew dnoft 
GtdTv wldck^ be Bud, '^waa dai];ffiDrGeidiiponlii]iL £bt 8€i^^ 
thoo^ he waa cextiin half the mona j woidd pfixrchase ity aa 
tha party had exhanated thaiff measa" Tree to mj hiek, I 
dflriinad the adrjoa^. attd aat to work oittha saw red^ whieii^ 
by tha W8f , was Euahad («V a. oecapied) from, and to end thar 
day after I find the firat bkat, bafe b^ond a few nmmitt 
qiada naar the saz&ca I nafer saw aoi i^<an o£ geld uoJai iife 
ran out at aboiit forty feet* !Far diffaifimt. wave the vesolta 
in thaiHaw Gboia Beef, wbesaMeaaaa. 3^— bba and L "B b^ 
liiBaUa ta dispoaeof their' ekkn^ atiier tkaa» whollj abandoB 
it, sold a oaat and boia^, the laat balanee of their g^oda aad 
chafctd% and s^ to> wo^l again with the proeeeds. Ooe o£ 
the Tecy first kits weeoiiahed, when, at w^rk again, wsa a few 
toBfl of their atona, which yieUad tbeaai gold ta the value q£ 
17QQ2. This gleam of good fortasie pat them on their legs 
agakty. and rinee tiien they harf e gana on steadily amaspiiTig 
thouaand after thousand up to the pfoiod of my departure 
from the cokmy, prior to which they erected ta large and 
poweiM ftteam-cnaahisg miU eoccluBiyely for their own use. 
Coupling the extent e£ their Gkom, tegisther with the great 
fflze of tha ree^ they have the prospect o£ ample employment 
during their lifetime. 

3!he Ycary next claim:, to^theks wasi a small one^ only ten yards 
in kngth, owned by a Dane, who worked it in a sort of way 
sin^e-handed for some time^. getting hie fiands before he 
reached the auriferous stratum by wandering about from 
golly to gully scraping, the solder from the sardine Boxes, 
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wldA are acattered pretty profiuielj about oTCff aU th» dig- 
gsngs^ At tongth^ cm readiing tiie gold^he took in ik couple 
(tf ]u8 countEjiBffli aabelpen^ and thoT-manag^to get along 
in raiaiiig iqp a small pie of atoff^ bj esaekizig tho cksher of 
the atones thai tuznod up with bammers,and thus extracting 
aaffieknit gold to meet their <mtgoings uxKtil thej accumur 
hted a lot anfficientiy koge finr eroahing. Beftn^e proceeding 
fixTtbeivlet me sappfy an omiaaioa in sot givii^ an outtioe of 
our zmproied amalgamatiBg proceaa. Suligoinfiid is a pen- 
and-ink sketchy whidi I throk may be eaailj comprehended 
by means of the annexed explanation. 




The upper figure is a fixed stationary table made of sound 
deal 4 inches thick, in which yertical grooves, or cuts, are 
made, say 2^ inches deep, as indicated by the numbers 1, 2, 
and 3, and the timber is cut away in about the slope shown 
by the straight lines marked 4 respectively. They are called 
stationary tables, and are placed in front of the stampers to 
receive the crushed quartz as it is carried through the 
gratings by the water. Sufficient inclination is ^ven them 
to cause a current both to prevent the stuff from clogging, 
and to raise a breast, or crest, as it comes in contact with the 
quicksilver, which is represented by the upper rows of dotted 
lines marked 5 respectively. This crest may be likened to 
a rippling wave about breaking on a strand of a calm day, 
and as its curl impends over or against the stream, it offers 
considerable resistance, which is maintained by the great 
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specific gravity of the quicksilver. In this conflict between 
the current and the quicksilver the gold comes in contact 
with the latter and is amalgamated, and in this state sub^des 
from its superior gravity to the under rows of dotted lines, 
which are intended to typify its position, while the lighter 
particles of crushed quartz, &c. &c., surge over the crest of 
the quicksilver and are subjected to another testing conflict 
at point 2, and again at point 3, where they fall into the 
shaking table already described, having thus to go through 
five independent ordeals before they escape into the tailings. 




The above figure shows a front view of the stationary table, 
which is shaped like a guillotined triaugle, with side ledges 
about 4 inches high to prevent any escape, and concentrate 
the stuff as it is discharged into the shaking table. I found 
these appliances to act very well, and, as a proof of their 
efficacy, I may mention an invariable fact, that four-fifths of 
the amalgam was always found at point 1, a mere bagatelle 
at point 2, and rarely or ever any appreciable quantity at 
point 3, or in the shaking tables, save that which found its 
way down in washing out the stamping-boxes and stationary 
tables after the mill had been stopped, and the quicksilver 
containing the amalgam had been drawn off; so that, as far 
as my experience enabled me to judge, the stationary tables 
alone did all the duty, and as they cost very little more than 
a good Bradford blanket, and perform their functions with- 
out any perceptible wear or tear, altogether independently 



ADTJLTEBATIOKS 07 QUICKSILYEB. 225 

of expensive machineiy, I would strongly recommend them 
to the attention of the gentleman who manages the affairs of 
the Fort Phillip and Colonial G-old Mining Company, with 
this postscriptive remark, that as he seems to have abundant 
&11 for his tail race, he can elongate the tables and multiply 
the amalgamating points in lieu of his *^ additional blanket- 
ing." For my part, I am pretty well satisfied that where 
a position admits of having a very long stationary table, 
say with six or as many as a dozen grooves, no gold can 
escape, always made and provided, as the lawyers say, that 
there is abundance of water and pure luiadulterated quick- 
silver, two essentiab very difficult to secure in Victoria, the 
one &om natural causes, the other from the rascalities of 
traders, who so adulterate the quicksilver that most of the 
trash imported into Melbourne is, without the slightest affinity 
for gold, possessing as little amalgamating properties as sour 
buttermilk. I have over and over again purchased jars of 
quicksilver which was only such in name and exterior resem- 
blance, nothing better than a species of metallic blanc-mange, 
of no earthly use for amalgamating purposes. Dozens of times 
have I thrown gold* dust over such compounds, and saw it 
remain on the surface as cayenne would on greasy mock- 
turtle soup. Scores of times have I plunged my handful of 
gold-dust into a basin of this mock mercury, and after rub- 
bing and working it for a time, found that the gold did not 
receive a tinge of the silver, but, as no better was procurable, 
I have frequently endangered my health in endeavouring to 
distil or retort it afresh in my own rude way, and never with- 
out finding a large amount of base residuum remaining be- 
hind. 

This infernal adulteration, in my humble opinion, is a sub- 
ject which eminently demands the interference of the Go- 
vernment, for there is not a shadow of a doubt but that since 
quartz mining has become so wide-spread an occupation in 

TOL. II. Q 
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Victoiifly huzidreds of thousandfl of pounds' wori^ of gold is 
annually lost. The ibrencli authorities consider the adulte- 
ration of milk of sufScient importance to place octroi inspec- 
tors to test it with lactometero as it enters the di&rent 
citdeSy lest loyal subjects should swallow a little harmless 
chalk as they imbibed their caf6 an laii^ and the penaltieB 
they inflict on detecting mixed milk should, in my mind, be 
the least mitigated punishment dealt out in cases of base 
quicknlrer, by throwing it into the kenneL If the QoYem- 
ment established a department in connexion with the customs 
for testing quickailTer landed in the colony, destroying all 
foimd to be impure, and putiang Crown capsules on that 
which stood an iq)proYed test, it would be rendering a great 
and glorious service to Victoria, and be at the same time a 
self-sustaining institution, for miners and diggers would most 
cheerfully pay such an extra rate for quicksilver guaranteed 
by the Crown capsule as would cover all the expenses of the 
establishment. 

I wiU now return to the Dane, after this burst of virtuous 
indignation, and render a full and true account of his fortunes. 
He bargained for the crushing of eleven tons, neither more 
nor less, as if he had weighed it to a scruple in a hair balance ; 
and he fiirther more stipulated that sheets or tarpaulins 
should be spread on the yard where he intended discharging 
it, 80 that I imagined his stuff was of an extra superlative 
character, a sort of mineral ZXX. But when the first cart 
arrived I began to suspect that the Dane was a royal hum- 
bug, for prick or pry where I would the colour of the 
precious metal was not to be seen. He accompanied the 
second cart himself, picking up every little pebble that 
dropped through the chinks as if it was a half-sovereign. I 
stared at him very hard to see if he could keep his counte- 
nance, but he was grave as a mustard-pot, and more exacting 
than ever ; in fact, he played his part so well that he got the 
best of me. I did not see him again until the thirteenth and 
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last cart amyed, and then I broke ground on the score of 
quantity, which I computed at thirteen tons instead of eleyen, 
averaging each load at a ton. I next hinted at the liability, 
which would amount to 104?., expreBaing my «mTiction-4n 
which I was supported by the men, who also examined it— 
tiiat his stone was next to valueless. It was a toss up for a 
moment whether laughter or rage would predominate, but 
he finally burst out in such a genuine tear-trickling cachiana- 
tion, that my doubts and scruples gave way ; I was convinced, 
and passed the word to commence without demandiug a de- 
posit. 

It was evening when we began, but before I retired for the 
night I found I had been labouring under a monstrous error 
respecting the Dane's quartz, for on putting my finger and 
thumb iuto groove No. 1, 1 could readily take up a large 
pinch of amalgam. The Dane laughed as he caught the ex- 
pression of my face, and did not fail to twit and teaze me 
about my foolish suspicions. I lefb him the earlier on 
that account, and when I came down to the mill at day- 
light, just as they were finishing up, the top groove was choke 
full of amalgam; the quicksilver was a solid mass, letting 
a surplus go over into groove JSTo. 2. Vox paudhus TkjbsU — ^I 
was struck dumb ; nor was I much relieved on lifting the 
stampers, for the residue on the bed-plates was glittering 
with gold. In fine, he had such a splendid return that our 
retort was insufficient to hold more than half of the amalgam, 
while the clean gold taken from underneath the stamper 
filled a large slop-bowl. My scales were not large enough 
to weigh the cakes that were retorted, but the Dane admit- 
ted to me that the entire produce yielded him 2300/. 

!For the uninitiated, I will briefly explain the mode of 
dealing with the amalgamated gold. When the quicksilver 
is drawn off from the grooves into buckets, it is passed 
through chamois leather, escaping, from its subtle nature, 
under slight pressure through the pores of that skin, and 
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leaving the gold in a mass behind it, every particle of which 
is coated over with a thin covering of the mercury. In order 
to remove this, the amalgam is put in a silvery mass into a 
retort, a strong metal utensil, shaped, as it may be said, like 
a saucepan. To this is fitted a close lid, capable of being 
screwed down, with a syphon-shaped pipe attached, which is 
submerged in water, while a fire is placed under the retort, 
and a temperature got up which causes the quicksilver to 
escape in vapour into the water, where it is condensed into 
its pristine shape, while the gold is left in a pure solid cake 
at the bottom of the retort, taking the exact shape of that 
utensil, and a very pretty cake it makes, you may believe me. 
Below is a rude sketch, lest my description should not be 
sufficiently understandable. 




We continued crushing for the public for some time, 
giving general satisfaction, but receiving it in a constantly 
diminishing shape, for the number of new mills that keep 
going up in different gullies gave rise to a competition that 
brought down the price week after week in jumps of a pound 
at a time. The next time Hamlet (as I called him) made 
his appearance, our terms had fallen to 51. per ton, with a still 
downward tendency ; and the next was his last, for he had 
then acquired a pile which, he said, he '^ scarcely knew what 
to do with," quite enough, I knew, to purchase him a Scandi- 
navian principality. He got a large sum, too, for his pro- 
lific claim, measuring ten yards of ground, having sold out to 



PUBGHASE or A BEEF. 229 

two of his own coimtrjmen, one a baker, the other a shoe- 
maker, who had made handsomely by their respective trades. 
They entered into their new profession with awkwardness as 
weU as nervousness, being ignorant of mining operations, yet 
they would not employ any experienced hands from the sus- 
picion that strangers would rob them ; and they kept nib- 
bling and picking away in a state of constant apprehension 
lest the shelving back reef, which was wholly unpropped, 
should fall in and destroy them. 

As soon as they got a tolerable pile of heterogeneous stuff 
together, they came down to have it crushed ; and while it 
was in process they gave me to understand that they wished 
to sell out, a proposition I entertained all the more readily 
from seeing how their lot turned out, yielding gold close 
upon the value of 1200Z., although the heap from which it 
was extracted was selected without proper discrimination. 
They asked 1600Z. for their rights, and on examining the reef, 
in company with our Cornish foreman, I offered lOOOZ., with 
the concurrence of my partner, but after the usual interval 
of haggling, a conveyance was signed, sealed, and delivered 
for the sum of 1050Z. 

At this juncture the boiler, which leaked a little from the 
start, let through so much water that we were necessitated to 
raise it from its bed and have it repaired, and as it was an 
affair involving considerable delay, I set about making some 
contemporaneous improvements in the mill department. 
Amongst others, I substituted strong wire gratings for the 
punched copper ones, finding that the same superficial area 
contained almost double the number of apertures of equal 
capacity, whereby the escape of the crushed quartz from the 
stampers would be correspondingly facilitated, for as there 
were no proper punching machines to be had, we were obliged 
to perforate the copper with an ordinary hand-and-hanuner 
punch, which produced a jagged burr that was constantly chok« 
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ing and, of course, impeding the work. This self-erideiit amend- 
ment necessitated another change of considerable importanoe 
in onr amalgamating process, for our shaking tables having 
had as much to do as they could well stagger under with 
copper gratings, would dearly be unable to cope with the 
indeased feed that was certain to come upcm them from the 
wire ones. Judging^ from the results already related regard- 
ing the stationary tables, I was disposed to discard the 
shakers and rely solely on the others ; but in this I was 
oyerroled by the very reasonable argument that the great 
augmentation of work would be most Hkely to overwhelm the 
stationary tables, and, consequently, as a precautionary mea- 
sure, the others should be employed in arresting any escape. 
Though this idea was, as I said, no more than reasonable, I 
saw it would clearly operate as a bar to my other amend- 
ment. There would not be any benefit derived from crush- 
ing an extra quantity, unless it could be safely amalgamated 
at the same time. What would be the use of throwing up 
a broad bridge to hasten the crossing of an 
army if it had to pass through a narrow wicket 
on the other side, or jump over the battle- 
I mentsp The boon was neutralised by the 

drawback. However, like the little fat man 
to be met with in the toy-shops, who, tumble 
him as you may, is sure to recover his equi- 
librium, I am tempered with a certain degree 
of elasticity, some small amount of resouroe 
or rebound, under the inspiration of which I 
set my wits to work in reducing to a practical 
shape a theoretic idea which had been flitting 
"■ ® /^ through my brain for some time, and after the 
_ ^^ III throes and labours of mental parturition, I was 
'^ ' safely delivered of the accompanying simple 
machine. 
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The above naked figure represefits an open side view of 
my patent amalgamator, which is simplicity itself, inezpen* 
aive in its component parts, capable of being constmcted by 
any commonly handy man, free from the objection of wear 
and tear, requiring no motive power to work it other than 
the stream which issues from the stampers, or the escape 
valve of a puddling-machine, or from the end of a Long Tom 
or ripple-box. It is impossible for any particles to pass 
through without coming in contact with the quicksilver ; and 
if there is any truth to be placed in the operation of the laws 
and influences of specific gravity, it would be next thing to 
impossible that either gold or quicksilver can escape in the 
process. It can be made of any width to suit the exigency, 
and is capable of coping with any press of work. 

The machine is made of sound deal, strongly and closely 
pat together, either in grooved and tongued or canvas-laid 
joints. Nos. 1, 2, and 3 show the back, bottom, and lip, and 
No. 4 a stout sheet-iron slide that slips down in side grooves 
at a given distance from the back to within, say, an inch and 
a half of the bottom. The dotted lines show the level of the 
quicksilver, which rises half an inch above the lower extre- 
mity of the slide, effectually barring any exit until the pres- 
sure from behind overcomes the resistance, caufiing the 
quicksilver to bubble up precisely like a number of little 
springs, through which the pulverised quartz and water es- 
cape, and are discharged over the lip, leaving the gold in a 
state of amalgamation in the quicksilver. The mingled 
quarts and water, it will be observed, enter at the top be- 
tween the back and the slide. At first there is no escape, 
but as they rise in the compartment to about the lerel 
marked No. 6, the surface of the quicksilver becomes troubled, 
and in the next instant, as the pressure increases, the bub- 
bling commences by the simple agency of natural hydraulics. 
Without the co-operation of quicksilver this machine would 
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he efficacious in arresting disintegrated gold, for as the 
quartz and water would rise in tHe compartment to line 
marked No. 6 — ^the water level in the absence of quicksilver 
— ^before it could cause a discharge over the Hp, there would 
necessarily be a straight column of fluid stuff behind the 
slide in a partial state of agitation favourable to the precipi- 
tation of the gold, whose superior gravity should protect it 
from being forced up the steep incline to the point of the 
lip on the other side. Amalgamators of complicated constrac- 
tion have been invented in Victoria, which act in forcing the 
stuff through quicksilver by the means of mechanical power ; 
but as the power is never strictly equable, nor the resistance 
uniform, the consequence is, that on frequent occasions 
a sudden access of power spurts or squirts out the quick- 
silver and amalgam into the tailings. Those are accidents 
which never can occur in my machine. The power and the 
resistance being equally steady and invariable, the one never 
infringes on the other with any excess of force beyond the 
precise requirement, consequently there never can be any 
capricious squirting, nor would there be any escape of gold. 
The force necessary to drive a wooden ball up an incline 
would fail to move a metal one ; nor should gold be forced 
out by a pressure only sufficient to eject water. Machinery 
may be made, and is made, with an exactness wonderfully 
approaching perfection, but the best chronometers will 
wear and err, while the sun is alike everlasting and infal- 
lible. 

My amalgamator is made in the proportion of about 6 to 1 ; 
that is, when the back is 6 feet deep the lip is only 1, while 
the space between the back and the slide may be 4 or 6 
inches, as the necessity requires. The greater the fall the 
greater the security, for where the position would admit of 
having a 12 foot amalgamator with a 2 foot lip, the escape of 
heavy metals like gold and quicksilver become next thing to 
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impossible. The first model I had made was of sheet iron, 
and was tried in presence of a number of experienced and 
scientific men, who pronounced it perfection and simplicity 
combined; I then had three made, one for each set of 
stampers, but, unfortunately, our mill was situated in such 
a low position that the utmost fall we could command was 11 
inches,* which was manifestly insufficient for their effica- 
cious working, more especially when burdened with an im- 
mense amount of work and cursed with spurious quicksilver ; 
yet, under all these drawbacks and disadvantages, they 
worked most admirably, and I continued to use them so long 
as the partnership subsisted. 

I do not wish to puff or praise them from selfish or in- 
terested motives, though I am not above receiving any 
benefit which might accrue to me from their coming into 
general use ; my main object is to endeavour bringing about 
a public benefit, by stimulating the study and inquiries of 
scientific men on the subject of amalgamation, and with this 
view I have deposited a nice little working model in the 
hands of my publishers, who will lend it for the purpose of 
experiment to any known respectable party who may apply 
for it. It is my purpose, D. Y., after a short rest from the 
exactions of authorship, to exhibit it to the public, together 
with all the other mining implements now in vogue, during 
the delivery of a short series of illustrative lectures which I 
intend giving on the subject of Australian mining, and also 
on the advantages which those colonies hold out to emigra- 
tion of every class and kind, save and except the professed 
swells, who had better remain for another generation or 
two lounging on the '' sweet shady side of Fall Mall," and 
nestling in the easy-chairs of their multifarious dubs. 

* The straightening of the Bendigo Greek will no donbt add materiaU y 
tothefUL 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

Commence Mming Operations — ^Precious Boad Metal — Rich Promise of the 
Reef— Aerial Castle- building— Blasted Expectations— Certain Futnre — 
Professor M*Coy and his Reputation — ^Popular Relief— Disappointed 
Crednlity—Technical Twaddle — Critical Analysis of the Report — Dog> 
matism confuted by Facts — ^Enormous Extent of AuriferouB Country in 
Victoria — A short Retrospect of California — The Report as it concerns 
Quartz IGning equally erroneous^ — Scientific Induction at Issue with 
existing Circumstances — A few extraordinary Anecdotes about the 
Fortunes of Quartz Mining — All of them at Variance with the Gold-fields 
Conmiisffion Report — ^Professor McCoy's Sincerity admitted — ^But his 
InfallibiHty questioned. 

"Wheit it became known that we had purchased the Dane's 

Claim, as it was called, our next neighbours, Or s and 

S — z — s, were greatly chagrined, for having so good a line as 
their own claim to judge by of its worth, they would have 
bid with perfect confidence, and advanced greatly beyond the 
price we paid, if any inference can be drawn from the sum 
they offered us for a third in the property. Troops of friends 
came to inspect our purchase, and cataracts of congratula- 
tions were showered upon our brilliant prospects ; one canny 
Scotch acquaintance, afber a close and rigid survey of the 
shaft, observing as he landed on the platform, " Weel, ye 
hae got fortune at your foot this time, and gin ye dinna kick 
it brauly ye suld hae yer ain breech muckle weel keecked." 
The local press, too, as an encouragement to the promising 
pursuit of quartz mining, dwelt upon " the figure given for 
ten yards of a reef, out of which two nice litfde fortunes had 
already been extracted." 
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We commenced operations on rather an extenfiiye scale, 
ngging a pair of windlasses and putting in a large staff of 
pickjed liands, who soon took down the large white massive 
reef which the previous party left standing without prop or 
support. This white quartz we put aside, as not worth the 
coat of crushing under ezisidng circumstances, until its great 
accumulation created a positive inconvenience ; and then, in 
order to make room, we allowed the road-contraetoiB to take 
portions of it away for metal, although many of the blocks 
showed distinct specks of gold on their surfaces. This wilful 
waste was going on, until one day, when standing by while 
the contractor was shivering a block about two feet square, 
before putting it in the cart, I saw a little nugget of pure 
gold, larger than a pea, embedded in the very heart of the 
stone as it feU asunder. On this I withdrew the permission, 
although we did not decide upon putting any of the stuff 
under immediate process. In raising this white quartz up, 
its sharp edges and pointed comers cut and punched the 
bottoms of our sheet-iron buckets tremendously; but I 
adopted a v«ry cheap and mmple expedient, which nmde 
them last infinitely longer. I put false wooden bottoms 
inside, renewing them as they wore out ; and this plan has 
now become universal, to the great detriment of the bucket 
trade. 

After taking down the standing reef, and sinking afiresh, 
we came upon some preciously rich stuffy so speckled with 
gold that we had it filled into sacks, instead of throwing it 
loosely in the carts, on its way to the mill. After some of 
the blasts, the bottom of the shaft presented a really gorgeous 
appearance, littered about with stones and pebbles, every one 
of which was tluddy studded with little nuggets, and many 
of i^m linked together, like beads, with cords of gold — 

Orient pearls at random strung. 
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This rich stuff was of a bluish colour, approaching to green, 
exhibiting none of the ordinary indications of fire agency. 
It ran in a distinct seam alongside the -v^hite quartz rock, an4 
gave every promise of leading to a stupendous fortune for 
some weeks, during which my reveries were employed in 
devising divers and sundry generous, charitable, and philan* 
thropic projects, as a means of getting rid of the embarra89- 
ing superfluity that would remain to me, after a most liberal 
expenditure on the manifold enjoyments of fashionable life ia 
all the capitals and chief haunts of pleasure throughout 
Europe. I sketched out in my mind — ^but it turned out '' all 
in my eye" — ^the outlines of my Sardanapalian campaign. I 
selected my companions with the most scrupulous care, and 
hit upon a happy expedient for reconciling them to the 
irksome idea of travelling at my expense. I decided on the 
exact tonnage of my steam yacht, which was to meet us at 
different ports in the Mediterranean and Euxine Seas. I 
arranged to my internal satisfaction the particular courts at 
which we should be presented, leaving only one open question 
in the entire programme— the kingdom from which a princess 
should be selected to share our fortunes. 

But in the midst of these atrial, " cloud-capped" rumina- 
tions I was awoke, like a man from a sunny dream, by the 
sudden surcease of this prolific seam, and the decadence in 
our weekly returns. Before this took place, however, the pur- 
chase-money had been long repaid, but was again more than 
re-expended in putting the shafb and drives in safe and proper 
working order. I suffered a smart disappointment from the 
occurrence, but I entertained no apprehension as to the 
ultimate result, save what was suggested by the extent of 
my individual means. My partner^— commanding large home 
resources — ^I knew would succeed even if I was compelled to 
retire from the concern before the next rich stratum was 
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arrived at. The work was carried on with increased vigour 
for some months, but we could not get stone averaging more 
than one ounce and a half of gold to the ton, which did not 
nearly cover our outlay, for, coupling the mill expenses with 
those of the reef, the weekly outgoings were very large — 
so large, that at length I was most reluctantly constrained to 
retire ; and although my late partner, Mr. C — ss— -d, had a 
long spell of unprofitable work, I am rejoiced to learn that 
his prospects are at length brightening up again, and I look 
upon his future affluence as doubly guaranteed by the &yct 
that if the parties next above and below him on the reef have 
secured their fortunes by simply outstripping him in their 
sinkings, when he reaches the same level he will have reached 
the reward of his perseverance. 

"From matters personal I will now turn to those of general 
interest, in connexion with a report issued, shortly before 
I lefb the colony, by the commissioners appointed by the late 
Governor Sir Charles Hotham to " inquire into the mining 
resources of the colony," at the head of which was placed 
Professor M'Coy, an imported celebrity, selected to preside 
over a branch of the new Victorian University, and en- 
lighten the antipodeans on the hidden secrets of geology, 
zoology, mineralogy, conchology, fossilology, paleontology, 
and all the other ologies. He is a very book-learned man, 
I believe, and can tell the age of any stone in creation 
off-hand, as a jockey would that of his horse, or refer the 
most insignificant pebble to its peculiar stratum, just as St. 
Patrick did the frogs and toads to '' a sense of their sitiva- 
tion." Give him but a splinter of bone, or a shrivelled shred 
of muscle, and he can assign it right away to the identical 
antediluvian animal that could not find room in the ark. In 
chemical analysis, too, he is equally profound and versatile ; 
up to every test, from the boiling of a potato to the dissolu- 
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tion of a diamond. With sueh an overpowering mnltiplieity 
of eradite accomplishments it is not to be wondered that 

He made the very cleverest people quite ashamed, 
And even the good mth inwaid envy groan, 
Finding themselves so very much exceeded 
In their own way by all the things which he did; 

nor should it excite surprise that Sir Charles Hotham placed 
him in the distingnished position of chairman to the commiB- 
sioD. The public satisfaction was great at the appointment 
of the learned Profassor ; and as he set out on his tour, the 
whole colony may be said to have resembled, a person under 
the manipulating fingers of a phrenologist fleding the bumps 
and examining the natural developments previous to pro- 
nouncing on the internal passions and resources of his anxious 
patient. Sanguine people fancied he would stake out the 
country as he proceeded, putting a post and a label on every 
gold-mine, so that the merest novice could pick out (me as he 
would a plant in a botanical garden. 

Bat oh ! for the vivid pen of a Horse Guards fiinctianaiy 
to portray, or even adumbrate, the disappointment, succeeded 
by popular astonishment and indignation, which was en- 
gendered, and burst forth when the first, soon followed by a 
second, ^ Progress Beport," as he baptised them, appeared. 
The first, commendable alone for its Inrevity, was weak, 
washy, meagre, common-place, more nearly resembling a silly 
tourist's itinerary than a scientific report. It was chiefly 
composed of dates and places, with a childish, greenhorn de- 
tail concerning the negligence of a naughty draughtsman, 
who didn't prepare certain topographicaf maps and sketches, 
'^ without which none of the researches of the commissioners 
or of the scientific surveyors could produce accurate or 
satis&ctoiy results." The second, commencing with some 
incomprehensible twaddle about ^curious twin-graptolites^ 
forming the genus Didymograpus (M*Coy)," records a 
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second disappointment caused by the incorrigible dranghia- 
man, and then goes on to enunciate a series of ex-cathediA 
opinions and assertions concerning the properties of quartz 
which are so wholly opposed to the actual and existing B&cts, 
so calculated to mislead enterprise, deter capitalists, and 
damnify the future prospects of the colony, that I trust the 
reader will bear with me while I examine and, I hope, con- 
fute his speculations by demonstrative realities patent to 
ev^ man familiar with the Yictorian gold-fields. The en- 
tire of the colonial press joined in a unanimous chorus of con- 
demnation of the report as being wholly at variance with the 
positive evidence of development, and the miners held up 
their hands in mute astonishment on reading the ddiberate 
declaration, ^ that the yield of gold decreased with the depth, 
after a certain small limit, when mining in the solid matrix 
was attempted." 

Passing over the '^twin-graptolite and Didymograpus 
(M'Goy)" jargon, I come to the first intelligible paragraph 
touching the extent and permanence of the gold-fields : ^' The 
question of the extent and durability of the gold mines of the 
colony is one of such interest that the comnuasioners feel 
bound to offer some remarks upon it, more particularly as 
the Ghsvemment and the public have received the moat op- 
posite opinions on the subject ; some authorities stating that 
they would be matter of history in a few years, and others 
that it only needed more machinery and to go deep enough 
to develop unlimited quantities of gold for any unlimited 
time ;" and the remark which the commissioners feel bound 
to offer is an abstract of the evidence previously given by the 
chairman (Professor M'Coy) before a select committee of the 
Legislative Assembly on the subject of the gold-fields, to the 
efiect "that auriferous drifts must obviously from then* 
nature be quickly worked out in any one spot, and that ex- 
perience in every country proved that the yield of gold de- 
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creased wifch the depth after a certain small limit when 
mining in the solid matrix was attempted. It was objected 
that Australia was so anomalous that geological induction 
did not apply. The commissioners have taken great pains 
to investigate these points in the gold-fields, and the result 
has been the most complete confirmation of the evidence 
alluded to." So saith Professor M'Coj, the chairman of the 
Mining Commission, of Professor M*Coy's own evidence be- 
fore a select committee of the Lower House, and I will leave 
the reader to judge between the Professor's learned dogma- 
tism and the facts I shall presently adduce. 

As to the auriferous drifts in alluvial deposits there can 
be no more question about their ultimate exhaustion than 
there would be about the disappearance of a rick of hay be- 
fore a drove of hungry bullocks. When a drift or gutter of 
gold is cleaned out there is an end of it. There is no vege- 
tative property in the mineral kingdom. A cut-away turf- 
bank may grow again, but an exhausted lode is an extinct 
fact in no way reproduceable. Professor M*Coy, I presume, 
when talking of auriferous drifts, alluded to the alluvial dig- 
gings, because the term could in no way apply to the quartz 
reefs ; however, he should bear in mind — if, indeed, he is 
aware of the fact — that the alluvial gold-fields of Victoria are 
not all, nor in the greater extent, confined to drifts and gut- 
ters, there are hundreds upon hundreds of square miles in 
various districts where the gold is sown broadcast over the 
soil, where the whole clay, earth, and alluvial deposit, &om 
foundation to surface, is richly impregnated with gold in suf- 
ficient quantities to pay extravagantly for washing promiscu- 
ously. I need only instance one vast district of the Gk)ul- 
bum alone in support of this assertion, an area of such im- 
mense extent that it could not be thoroughly washed over in 
half a century ; fancy washing over the entire soil of York- 
shire, and then you have a contracted idea of this job, which, 



STEADY INCBEASE OF THE YIELDS. 2iil 

according to the Professor, would " be quickly worked out in 
any one spot." Now Yorkshire is a pretty large spot, and 
tolerably well populated, yet I venture to say, if all hands 
were to turn to, they would not work it out in that quick 
sense which the report so distinctly infers. 

I would also include the Alma, Avoca, Dunolly, and 
Ararat amongst the known gold-fields as districts where the 
general soil is sufficiently auriferous for promiscuous wash- 
ing under improved processes, and when to these I add the 
most promising probabilities regarding the illimitable and 
partially explored territory in Gipp Land and the Wimmera, 
I submit that I have made out a case demolishing the notion 
that the auriferous deposits (not drifts) in the Victorian 
gold-fields are likely to be " quickly worked out." A simi- 
larly silly apprehension existed in Califomia respecting the 
speedy exhaustion of the placer diggings in 1850, and was 
so fully accepted as an inevitable consequence, that only a 
very insignificant minority of the immigrants, yielding to the 
other natural attractions of that country, thought of adopting 
it for permanent settlement. The inhabitants of San Fran- 
cisco and Sacramento time after time reconstructed their 
premises of timber and other perishable materials after each 
fresh conflagration, under the belief that they would be 
guilty of extravagance and absurdity in building houses of 
brick and stone to meet an occasion that would cease to 
exist before the materials became properly bonded ; arguing, 
that it would be like erecting permanent barracks on a battle- 
field, which would be useless after the campaign ended. Yet, 
instead of becoming exhausted, or " quickly worked out," 
according to the croaking predictions of some Yankee 
M'Coy, their yield has been steadily augmenting year by 
year up to the present time, with still improving prospects 
of future abundance. 

I will now make some extracts touching the pursuit of 

TOL. n. E 
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quarts iniziii]g,and the dedsred teideiBi^ cf the gold malarix 
k» deeseafie in iraliie bb it deeeeoded. '' With jregard to ishe 
eyidsnoe touchixig the yield Df gold £noiii deep winmg into 
quartz Teefs, concerning whieh there wns the gveateat aaep- 
ticism, the same result has follorwed the local inquines of tiie 
eonuniflBioneocB, and out of a laxge body of ^Tideoce, most 
eompktBly pr&rijag the aoeisBc^ of the views expieased to 
the eommittee, the following &w facts are selected as being 
within the pezsonal la]iowledge of two af har Majesty's 
wardeiffi." Some cases axe then cited in iUustouiiioai of lihe 
Professor's unique theory, smaogst which ax^e mentuiQfid 
''Hustler's Beef, in Iron Bank GtuUy, exceedingly rich a^ 
surface, lessened at >a .greater depth, and beyond 60 ieet 
the yield of |[old was small, and BaUersted Beef, very rich 
for about 60 &et, aBser which the yield gradually de- 
creased, and :aLthough followed for upwards of 200 feet, 
little or no gold wae found." ^' These eaaDuples," the 
report continues, ''might be greatly multiplied, but enougli 
hare probably been giren to vindicate smentific induc- 
tion; and while the commissioners would caution capi- 
talists against the ereotian of great permanent sinning build- 
ings on a gold quaxtE reef as would be judicious on « isxspp&r 
lode, &r instance, they would yet eongratulste the country 
on the&ct that, althou^ in any one spot 'the gold deposiis 
will be woxiked out in » vartical diroetuon, the horiaontal ex- 
tension of iiiese beds and vedns are imsnensely greater iJian 
the people axe yet aware isf." 

I do not know of any ^ scienti&c induction" leading to or 
confirmiug the existence of any immutable natural law ao- 
cozding to which quartz ree& are rendered richer ixear the 
surface and poorer as th^ approach ike nether extremity, 
and I can only say that it is z doctrine or presumption 
at complete variance with all popular notions regarding the 
tendeaicy of heavier bodies. If gold, silver, and copper are 
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aU!meitedinaoiradye,iYlie&9asiOod«^^ they eadi fana 
diSeEQSBt Btrnta, aoeordizig to tiieir rdiati^e ^imvitiin. In 
farina iraiiy^cfbar idieir ^abudeefie, the puzeBt farina is Ibimd 
at the bottom, an infiaior quattiy abov^it^and a ooarBesubp' 
staixoe called ^sLmioBrj on the fiiiz£aoe, 'eack:80faidmg donm in a 
distinct layer conformable with its respective gi«vi<j wjaA 
the xmiyBarBal law^ and how it is tiiat moltai gold commin- 
gled wil^ its matrix m a fiuid state efaould be oyertafam by 
eongealmeat at ihe top instead of at &e bottom, appears to 
me a fivcamstaoiee which can only be ^ezpfamiod hf bn&g^b:^ 
nature -aaad ooienoe into tconfiict. Basy-miiided people ooght 
vcBt ^satisfied by rderxmg the phenomeoon to the vasjaai anti- 
podean infinenoe, whidi insats on pears growing with the 
kvge BoA nesct the bcandi,w«ve ibey not robbed of this ooa- 
solfltorysolatum by the IBrofessoi^s avennaxt, ^'tiiat ammikr 
trfeate of things exists in every other coiiintry.*^ But h^e 
I beg to st^to theirTelief, with the assiacanoe that sflidbL is 
not the case in all other eoontries. Timt sudi is not the 
ease in Oalifomia, for infftanoe^ I can positiYely affirm from 
personal experienoe, and in corroboration of 'Idiis asserticm I 
woiilfd ask *the leader to refer to ti letter from ^the special 
Califomian oonespondent^ of the SPmeg, pablished on the 
10th of April, 1856, wherein it is Tonnrked, ^^qmabz mining 
m no Icmger a Bpeculation, it is a oertamiy, and is destined 
to be the paramount laatiDg interest in the /jeoimtry/'' It 
«ttribut8B the imfneved evccesstto the ^^ greater depth of the 
sinkings," adding '^tfaart gveat eonfidenee is entertaaoed,*' 
''much capital is laid oat," ^ and new buildings and improved 
machinery are always on the increase.'*' Bere is a d^berate 
confirmation, after an dght years' experienoe, cf the pre- 
diction I Tontoied on in my work on "Ihe Diggings of 
Califorma," in 1851, wherein I stated my conviction " that 
the great abiding mineral wealth of Oalifomia is seated in 
its quartz, deep in the bowels of the earth, only to 'be 

b2 
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developed by associated companies possessed of large capital, 
who can afford to sink deep shafts and apply mechanical 
contrivances ;" and here is a nut for the ^' scientific induction'* 
of Professor M^Goy to crack, if it can, which may be set 
down in the mining cause list as the great case of " Theory 
V. Practice." 

"Now for the facts contamed in the report, which were so 
completely proven in evidence. I admit that in the latter 
end of the year 1855, and the beginning of 1856, when 
the commissioners were on their tour, a very erroneous im- 
pression was prevalent regarding the properties and pecu- 
liarities of quartz reefs. This misconception arose and was 
sustained by the results of the partial development of that 
day, when the pursuit was in its swaddling-clothes, and I am 
inclined to suspect that the scientific induction of Professor 
M^Coy took its rise in the general ideas of the period, in- 
ducing him to give evidence before the '^ Select Committee 
of the House," which he felt assured would be borne out by 
local inquiry. Sut in this inquiry it ia a most unaccountable 
feature that the only reefs specified and noticed in detail are 
those which appear to support the Professor's inductive 
evidence, all, by the way, with the exception of two, being 
insignificant instances when compared with such splendid 
contradictions as the Victoria Beef, O'Perrall's Beef, in 
Sailors' GhiUy, Johnstone's Beef, the Nelson Beef, the 
Clarence Beef, the New Chum Qully Beef, and numerous 
others of exceeding richness, at indefinite depths, not to be 
mentioned in the same breath with the beggarly array set 
forth in the report. But more of these anon. 

The Professor plumed himself exceedingly in having elicited 
a set of one-sided facts, and immediately set to work in draw- 
ing up his state paper, complacently complimenting himself 
by collating the evidence taken before the commission with 
the evidence he had himself given. But lo and behold ! in 
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the brief interval between tbe taking of the evidence and the 
publishing of the report, a new order of things arose— enter- 
prise was rewarded by discovery, and the delusion was un- 
reiled ; the persevering party continued sinking in the face 
of discouraging appearances and in the teeth of scientific 
induction, and found, nevertheless, to their great joy, at a 
most heretical depth, a larger and a better reef than the old 
one above, which had run out and become impoverished. 
Encouraged by this result, another and another, and others 
still, tried similar experiments with like success ; even Mr. 
Ballersted himself, who '^followed down his reef for 200 feet 
and found no gold," went down an additional 100 feet, and 
got a new reef, richer than his first ; in one of the galleries 
of which he had the honour of entertaining his Excellency 
Sir Henry Barkly and suite at a champagne luncheon, 
amidst the blaze of twelve hundred wax-candles, and the 
coruscations of the gold-bespangled walls of this auriferous 
cavern. Ballersted's success led to the resumption of opera- 
tions in *' Hustler's" celebrated reef, and no doubt cor- 
responding results will be obtained at '^Maiden's Ghilly, 
where the reef, very rich on the surface, entirely failed 
on reaching a depth of 35 feet." Spiers's claim was paying 
well at 75 feet, when the ground fell in for want of proper 
propping, but will be reopened with a certainty of increased 
success, as it was latterly improving. " Job's GruUy Bee^ 
in which the gold continued to increase to a depth of 30 
feet, beyond which it gradually decreased," is answered by 
the fact that Jackass Beef, in the same gully, which was 
perfectly barren to a depth of 150 feet, commenced paying 
at that point, and was improving when I left the colony. So 
much for the late and upsetting results obtained from the 
majority of reefs adduced in the report. I will npw relate 
some startling particulars regarding others that were so 
curioudy passed over. 
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Mr. (yPfflsall'ft Beef, on Spedmcn HiU^ iai Sttlorft' GuEj, 
was only modaraieljr rick at the top,, but kq^ imgemiog^ as 
it went cbwB. At a depth, of ISO^ feet he gave 8002v te 
tfasee yards of the ehma to & pacfcoer wha wished to sdl oot^ 
aasd the whole eontisEaed improvxag as- h» deflsended* Alt 
a.dq>thof 25Gfeebi^eree€ was4 fSsetthii^ and neve pn»- 
susifig tioBi erer. Baring tiie smking itt ixMqmmU y nm 
oQt^ bat was alwi^ reco^eved again at a greater depih, eaeb 
time proraig better and bettor. It hxs ahoeady led to ite 
acctt mtilahion of a large fartone, aabd whCTe it wiH end neitigr 
wdemce nor ^perience caa cozrjeetiirev 

Jofanatone^s Beef, as it is eaUed, after the first persoit wh(» 
epeued it, was worked by soceessiw parties for npwfirds of 
two yearsy and zterer showed a symptom of prosiise for 120 
feet. After ei^ry one else deserted it, a botcher namecl 
Dttwbom oi^iaasdsed a small party, who set to work itgani. 
Be supplied ihe funds from, hm trade earnings, g^±btg kos 
wifeto li^ep the shop ; but; after the riuift wasdown tolM 
feet, without finding a speciE of gold, Bis resdorces beeaaie 
iitterly exhausted, and the spirit of the part^ got broken. It 
is the oommon practice amongst qmartz miners to finish vp 
the day's labomr by firing off the evening bksts just befose 
leaFiz^ off, so that the work should not be retarded in time 
miOiSEmg by waitingfor the smoke to dear fllway, and,, in 
cordanee with th» custom, Dawbom's party, late o£ an 
ii^, fired their last blast as a sort of eternal &rewell to the 
claim whieh impoverished them alL Dawbom the same even» 
ing wesit to a pixMio-house, and strore hard ta sell his fouitii 
dtare, with all ih& took, &r 15Z. ; but his propositian was 
received with derbive laughter. However, n&tt manung, 
having visited the reef for the purpow of gathering and 
carrying away the todls, he went down the shaft to ^take a 
last fond look," and was well-nigh oveorwheiha^ by tbe 
gorgeous sight he encountered — every loose stone ikat lay 
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around, was literaUj staring at him through goldeai pupils. 
This was at a depth of 145 feet, and the &aA cmahing of six 
tons yielded 370 ounoes of gold, or about 1480^. Since then 
the pasty h&ve gone on amassing wealth rapidly, and the 
shflEO which could not find a purchaser at 152., would now 
sell fcff 10,0002* In the next claim to Dawbom's, on the 
same reef, a twelfbh share was foolishly disposed of for 
5Q0i^ and ramborsed the purchase^money in three small 
crashi&gs. 

WetheraQ's Seef, likewise called after tiie^ person iriio 
first pvoi^ected it, was perfectly barren for & great def^h. 
We. Wetkinrall was a gentleman by birth, and also a Uniyer- 
aty man, still he worked as hard and as steadily ae any 
Comii^ miner, bat was for a long time ?erjr unlucky, being 
aimosi art the end of his teth^ before ft rwy of hope caraei to 
cheer him in the prosecution of his daily toil; however, 
when it did come, it was in a full blaze, for in an incredibly 
short iqpace of time he took out gold to the value of 80002., 
but got so imfortunat^y elated by this sudden acquisition, 
tbot he went to the Victoria Hotel, in Sandhurst^ to cele^ 
biate his success, and, in a fit of delirium, jumped &om a 
window and broke his neck. This poor follow only began 
ta find his gold at the point where the report afiSrma it in- 
variably leaves off. 

The Nelson Beef was paying well at a depth of 200 &et 
when I left ; and the Ghreat Yictoria Eeef yielded the greater 
part of its almost fobulous wealth at a level bdow that indi- 
cated by the report. The miners on this reef, before my 
departure, all joined in sinking a grand shafb of 400 feert^ so 
confident are they aa to the result ; and I ha;ve no doubt 
that, ere this, they will have reached another fresh, and 
g^mring contradiction to the famous State document. The 
Clarence Beef was found by following down a number of 
^urs or veins for 90 feet, at which level they all met in the 
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solid concentrated reef, yielding an ayerage of 10 ounces to 
the ton thence downwards. The splendid New Chum "Bed, 
from which so many fortunes have been extracted, after pay- 
ing in places at a high leyel, and then becoming poorer, in- 
creased in richness again as the deep sinking was persevered 
in, and will yet disgorge untold wealth at undreamt-of 
depths. The great reef running into Sendigo Flat gave no 
decided proofs of richness until the sinkings attained a 
depth in excess of the scientific limit, and then one poor 
fellow (whose name I cannot call to mind), like Mr. Daw- 
bora, in coming to his claim in the morning to examine the 
effects of the previous evening's blast, was so overpowered by 
the golden spectacle which presented itself, that his senses 
fled on the instant, and his insanity afterwards became so 
deplorably confirmed, the warden felt it his duty to employ 
a keeper to ensur.e his safe custody. 

Then again, in Tarrengower, a German named Weis^a- 
harem has a claim, from which, at a depth of 300 feet and 
upwards, he took, it is said, 4 cwt. of gold in the space of a 
week. At Steiglitz, too, the reefs are found to pay at great 
depths ; and at Maryborough, Blackman's Eeef paid well at 
240 feet, improving as it went down, one bucket of stone 
from Mr. Meredith's claim having yielded so much as 15 lbs. 
weight of gold at that depth. 

I could proceed multiplying instances, all going to flatly 
disprove the mischievous inferences deducible firom the 
mining report ; but while the enumeration would only weary 
the home reader, it would be no more than a task of supere- 
rogation BO far as the colonial reader is concerned. GDhe 
early idea of reefs running out and getting poorer as they 
descend, is an exploded fallacy— one that has been utterly 
dispelled by practical demonstration, to make room for the 
reformed belief which is confined to the one orthodox article 
of illimitable sinking. In this creed, miners, merchants. 
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bankers, mechanics, and professional men repose implicit 
faith, and in the fulness of their trust they have expended in 
the citj of Sandhurst alone tens upon t«ns of thousands on 
the erection of splendid stores, and shops, and banks, and 
edifices of the most enduring character, which furnish a 
wholesale and magnificent dissent from the narrow doctrine 
'Hhat the yield of gold decreases with the depth when 
mining in the soHd matrix is attempted." For my part, I 
am so imleamed in scientific induction, that I yield to the 
evidences of my senses ; nor can I believe in the existence 
of any geological hinderance to the finding of gold in its 
matrix at the depth of a hundred feet in Victoria, when tin 
is procured in its ore thousands of feet below the surface in 
Cornwall. I am firmly persuaded that the reefs of Bendigo 
will last for ages. When the coal seams of Newcastle are 
exhausted, fears may be entertained for the quartz reefs 
around Sandhurst, and not till then. 

I have no doubt, however, but that Professor M'Coy re- 
ported according to his honest convictions, and with an 
anxious desire to serve the country and the people by whom 
he has been assigned the high position he holds. But good 
intentions are a poor salve for a dangerous wound, and I 
lament being obliged to remark that the species of service he 
rendered the Victorian by his report very much resembles 
that '^ backing of one's friends" which George Cruikshank 
illustrates in his portraiture of a soldier on a scaling ladder, 
who inserts his bayonet into the breech of his comrade above 
him. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Change of Gold-fields Government — ^The Local Conrts — ^The TVardens— 
6rold-fields Members — ^Lalor chosen — ^Vxctorifl, prosperons and contented, 
is plunged into TnimolL by a-sOlj Manifaito— The Fee&ig it evcAad — 
Sir Charies loses & glorious Opportuiity — Instead oi representing his 
Sovereign he plays the Autocrat — ^His Minute quoted and criticised — 
Bwalntion of Dr. GsMnres, and theDoibBle thereon — Feding-oirtof Dtoois 
-*-Sir Ghazles pretenda to despise it — ^It betcayH ita. Effects on Ida Health 
—Base and cowardly Calumnies — ^The Session of 1855 and its Results — 
JIgttstkm for tiie Ballot — TheH^ld Clap^-trap of its Opponents — ^Its gforiooB 
Tzinniph — ^Besignatioa of the Slinistiy — ^Mr. Nifiholson sent for— The 
Doubts and Delays in constructing a Cabinet — Sir Charles falls ill — The 
News of Mr. Nicholson^s Failures is soon followed by the Governor's 
Death'-Sad foaMng throughout thft Colony — G«nenl . M^Aithur anumiea 
the Governorship pro tern, — Haines^s Ministiy remain in Office — ^The 
Premier's silly Enunciation — Successful working of the Ballot. 

^Qf^TsasQt mj residence on tlie Bmicligo gcdd-field, thft old 
syatem ^ governnwntd management nnderwent a fmj 
zadiei^ dbaoge. The- departmeait of Chief Commtamonftr of 
Ooldrields waa abolished, and the dutka crested under the 
QMr QsdeB of thxQge came to be adminiatered by therColaraal 
SecEfitaify. The late chief commisabn^ waa shelved with a 
¥oteeof money compenaation &om the Legislature, aind the 
sub-commissioners were rechristened by the sobriquet erf 
" "Wardens" — a change of name which I am inclined to think 
was adopted with the view of effacing the prejudices that 
grew up against these ofGlcials in their former callings during 
the existence of the odious license-tax. There was abo a 
very important change in the functions of these gentlemen. 
They were shorn of the entire of those administrative duties 



whidi^ vndnr the pievionax^iasie, they diaehargBd with audi 
genecal duHatiifiustion, and; xedueed to the spheier oC execib* 
txTB offieen. They were appcBxited by and lespoofiiUe to 
the go^eiBoiy "bat duu^ged to caxiy out the bdieeAa of tha 
local conrta^ a aew tribunal erected by Sir Chaorka Hotham 
&cthe better Bianagement of the gold-fields^ endowed with 
the Tesy unnaual and aumtmloita powoa of making and adr 
mimstoring their own laws. Eaeb goUt^Ald was aaaig;D«d a 
ccnct^ conaiatiiig of membeift to be dioaen by the diggasB. m 
the vmul open dectond faaliion, the goyemor caaly reserving 
the light of appointing the disinnan. (always one of the 
wardena). These boarda met thrice a week, and being prae*- 
tieaJL men familiar with the peeoUarifeiea. of thdc diffinenii 
diatriets,. they fbuned laws^ that ift to say^ mlea^ regulations^ 
and by-laws^ iw^ing cm. eadai field aceording to the natnral 
neoeasitiea of the locality,, which local codea were thai siaib- 
mitfcedtothe Legiabtiire for ratificatiDny wheit they becasae 
positive law. 

Thia institoiionL contains some germs that appeajr good 
and plausible at a saperficial ^ance, bnt the incongnioiiia 
dbeaientB befixs alluded to compel me to suspect that it 
aevcT' waa intended aa a permanent measure^ or devised for 
any aiheas motive than as a soothing sedatire to the fisvered 
taapezameat of the diggons — a makepdtift td tide orer the 
interval till the new constitution came into operation. The 
bolk of the diggera were gammoned by thia Dead Sea boon, 
filled witii the ashes of its own dissolution ; but the cooler 
heada foresaw distinctly how matters would eventnata la 
faet^ it was self^vident to every reflecting man that the 
howdjide honest, industrious diggers could not afford giving 
up gratdtoiuly two nor yet one day in the week to those 
pubiie duties } and although at the first doetion the novelty 
of the thing, togetiier with the honour and glory of figuring 
on the hnstinga and heading the poll, mtieed many ezcd- 
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lent men into the several contests, tlieir numbers speedHy 
dwindled down by yoluntary resignations to make room for 
loafers and demagogues, who strenuously endeavoured, and 
sometimes succeeded, in converting those boards into haunts 
of corrupt intrigue and political agitation. Under the influ- 
ence of these courtly agitations an insane crusade was got 
up against the introduction of capital as tending to engender 
monopoly. All associated companies were denounced, and 
capitalists branded as rapacious tyrants bent upon appro- 
priating the common property, and reducing the diggers to 
a state of penal slavery. But as they durst not carry these 
principles into practice in their administrative capacity by 
refusing leases of quartz reefs or of washing ground to parties 
of known wealth and respectability, they had recourse to a 
covert expedient equally eflGlcacious — they decreed on limit- 
ing the extent of the one and the area of the other within 
such narrow bounds that it was not worth the while of any 
enterprising company to commence operations on such a re- 
stricted scale. Thus, while the first G-old-fields Commis- 
sion recommended the granting of leases on quartz reefs to 
the extent of two hundred and twenty yards, the local courts 
restricted the length to ten yards, legislating and deciding 
in a similar spirit whenever capital or enterprise came to be 
dealt with. However, before these pages are in print, the 
local courts will be ranked amongst '^ the lights of other 
days," for I perused a bill for the " Better Management of 
the Gold-fields," which had passed the Lower House with 
the concurrence of many of the diggers' representatives, and 
was certain to become the permanent law of the land. This 
bill, I need scarce add, claps an extinguisher on these hybrid 
courts, and while it provides in a wise and careful manner 
for the 'real interests of the individual digger, it ofiers no 
obstacle to the advent of enterprise or the employment of 
capital, the twin elements of all others most essential for 
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tLe mineral development of the gold-fields and the gene- 
ral progressive prosperity of that most richly endowed 
colony. 

As another step towards undoing the mischief and discon- 
tent of his great original mistake, and propitiating anew the 
good will of the diggers, Sir Charles conferred on each of 
the principal gold-fields the power of sending a representa- 
tive or representatives to the old Legislative Council, then 
about being convened for the last time. This vrould have 
been regarded as an especial boon a year before, but inas- 
much as the great digging question — ^the license-tax — ^had 
been summarily disposed of by the " pressure from without" 
in the mean time, the concession was received with an 
amount of coolness which must have in some measure cha- 
grined the governor, and have caused the turbulent agitators 
to grind their teeth, for notwithstanding all the olden jfroth 
and bombast about representation, electoral privileges, and 
civil rights, the great bulk of the digging population could 
not be induced to bother their heads about the elections. 
All the sonorous seductions, the deep ore rotundo of the 
busy stump orators, failed in bringing them to the scratch 
in decent numbers, for out of constituencies which reckoned 
by the thousand, not one tithe recorded their votes upon the 
poll. Indeed, the single election amongst the lot which 
excited any interest or enthusiasm was that for Ballarat, 
where one of the men chosen by acclamation was Peter 
Lalor, who the year before lost his arm in the Eureka 
stockade while commanding the revolt against irresponsible 
despotism. The result of these elections tore the film from 
the public eye and revealed the true state of political feeling, 
while the connecting links which were thus formed between 
the industrious digger and the wealthy citizen tended more 
than can be well imagined to moderate their mutual aspe- 
rities, and to establish a reciprocfd feeling, which I am happy 
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to wy fan gaDB on iacsBcaKog fiince ix> the utter oxtioetioa c^ 
tho 'gemis agitsfcor. 

Victoria, from one end to the other, at this period wbm in 
a tone of good immo'iir. l%e nunes wore prodiifllavtey trade 
Bonnd and^oazishing, and politicisDB hxppy and hopeful witb 
their ratified eonBtztation. In fret, it am^ be said that Hbe 
colony TeaemUed b young patrician just come of age, atep- 
ping into the ^KwaefiBion of his pa tri ia ony 'aamdat nuOTensal 
rejoicing. And rarely, if erer, in cokaiial faiataiy has iiseve 
been an erertk recorded ao dfrang^ vith pEesent |Kide and 
fixture prondae las the reception of ite gcand ebarfaar of in* 
d^Msndence fayao yonng acolony— a co uni ar y bo besxeScaa/iiy 
endowed by ii^foridBnee wxtii the manifoild bleaaings of cSr 
nuEfce, soil, and mineral TesonioeB, i»qaizjiig littte fixm, man 
but energy and honeflty of pnrpoae in elevsfangitto apnmd 
eminence anumgat ihe other great natkaiB of the muTBrae. 
The Argui t£ that day thus aagely and alcqnently MflectB 
on the epoch: ^' We belies that we hane it now in •anr 
power to try an experiment in goremment of tfa^ grandeirt 
nature, and which ndgfat be made produdive of the moat 
magnifioent results. We may fail, but even a partial Boe- 
cess is gratifying ; and the very atrainii^ after sometiiiBg 
noble and elevating is an 63Eeroi8e of tiie mind at onne 
healthM and ennobling. 

'^ Oh, what a nu^ifieent field there is presented to 1^ 
colony of Yictoria in the endeayour not only to elevate their 
adopted country, Imt to constitirte her Bomething which 
shall afford an example to mankind. What is to prevent tmr 
making use of all the accumulated experiences of countries 
likest and nearest wet own, adopting the best of everything 
they can ofSor us, studiously avoiding everything objectionaUe, 
and arriving at greater results than any of tiiem hare ever 
yet achieved. What is there to prevent our steering a course 
somewhere between that of England and that of America f 
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Tfae^ IB nmcii in onriiaw OGOSfciinitiaiifiiTOiixaUeiiO anabtBii 
ezpeEiment. We are to hww mare diveot actioiL of tlie 
popnfar will tinm i^iei^ hare inCbeofc Britain, a Munsizy 
more JmsDedaately veiq>onBible than is'ttie case in the United 
States. We hrnve the warning ctftiie errcn into whieh each 
of therm has txou We ha^ tl» sacoesses to gaidens which 
Hkef huYe achieved. What is to prevent ns «etting np a 
ywcy high rtandsrd of perfectma, and never oeasii^ to atrain 
after l^e leitHsfltion of a pecfeetiy original xeanlt ? Upon 
the one hand, let m week to keep oozsebres dear of the 
slaTirii defefenoe to antiquated abuses whidi ehaimcterises 
our motjier eoimtr7-~the undue homage to rank and wealth ; 
the tendency to class legislation ; the inuit oi consideration 
for the masses of the people ; the inequality of the diatribu- 
tion of property; the habitual eaerifioe of merit to interest 
andfayonr; the too frequent bigotry; tbetimid trifling with 
the practical application of great truths; the disposition to talk 
of ptittiiig the right man iu the right plaee, combined with 
the hesitation in placing him there. What is to prevent our 
taking all we can get good irom the practice and experience 
of Great Britain, and Tesolntdy refosing what is otherwise 
than good? And turning to her dder daughter, our <elder 
sister, the United Stotes, with all its eventful and impnossive 
history, irhy ihiould ive mot ezercise just aa ftank a judg* 
ment, jnrt bm scmpnlous a diacrimiiiationin dedding which 
of her institictions we should aeoept and cherish, and which 
we should discard and guard againertf With too littie free- 
dom in England, are there noindicatiooB of men having run, 
in the case of America, into tiie opposite extremes P And 
may w^e not accept her free institutions while we refuse to 
shut our eyes to the palpable evib with which her most 
notable career is disfigured P*' 

Sir Charles Hotiiam had, in fact, the most glorious op- 
portunity that ever -was rouelnafed to gubernatorial good 
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fortune for reacluBg the highest pinnacle of viceregal cele- 
britjy almost without the necessity of effort, or a sufficient 
exercise of that meritorious ability which proper self-esteem 
demands in accepting the proud tribute of contempo- 
raneous fame. But so far from improving that opportunity 
by a wise and calm imitation of sovereign example, he most 
absurdly assumed all the airs of an autocrat in attempting 
to discharge the vicarial duties assigned him by a consti- 
tutional monarch. He proclaimed the new Magna Charta 
bearing the signature of our gracious Queen, but, unlike his 
august mistress, he asserted his right of exclusive interpre- 
tation. His Council in the Legislature might read it as 
they chose, he insisted on construing it according to his 
own peculiar fsuicy. A most auspicious beginning, truly, 
for &ee and responsible government — ^a most extraordinary 
assumption of viceregal power, much more savouring of 
quarter-deck arrogance than of that established and digni- 
fied forbearance becoming the deputy of a British sovereign. 
Pancy Queen Victoria arrogating the powers of legal expo- 
sitor to all acts of Parliament, and it conveys some idea of 
the preposterous demands of her vicegerent. Only some, I 
say premeditately, for under a minute addressed by his Ex- 
cellency the Governor to the Colonial Secretary, trans- 
mitting his views regarding the future administration of the 
government of the colony, there are series of the most 
unique and original doctrines that ever entered into, or 
emanated from, the head of any statesman, from the period 
of Sancho Panza's governorship down to the present day ; 
and the best of the joke was, that Sir Charles announced 
all these " fantastic tricks" in the name and as the agent of 
the Queen, unmindful of the universal axiom that no per- 
son can delegate to a deputy more power than he himself 
as principal possesses, and, as it would appear, in utter ig- 
norance of the limited nature of British monarchical power ; 
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for it may be asserted, without any imputation of disloyalty, 
that in Great Britain the sovereign is permitted to retain 
the semblance of extreme irresponsible power, while in 
reality she neither does nor would presume to exercise it. 
The royal assent, for instance — ^an antiquated fiction which 
the constitution solemnly requires to be given to every 
enactment before it becomes law — ^isnow nothing more than 
a matter of routine, a sort of mechanical operation, as if 
her Majesty stamped the bill for mere form sake when pre- 
sented to her, never entering upon any expression of 
opinion, one way or the other, on the particular measure— «t 
least, any that finds its way to the public ear or eye. And 
so thoroughly is this understood, that when a measure passes 
a thii^d reading in the House of Lords, the nation regards 
it as un fait accompli, never dreaming of the possibility of 
a veto, which in plain English, particularly since the advent 
of our present gracious sovereign to the throne, is regarded 
as a pleasant fiction, worthy of the days when Temple Bar 
used to be slammed in the face of royalty. But Sir Charles 
wanted to erect this fiction into a reality once more, as if it 
were necessary for the young colony to pass through the 
same feudal and baronial ordeals as the parent country did 
in the days of the Tudors and Plantagenets before it could 
claim a similar immunity ; and as the first step towards this 
end he concocted the celebrated minute for the guidance of 
his Ministers* The three opening paragraphs are as follow : 

The governor chooses his Ministry because they possess the confidence 
of the country, and it would be his duty to accept their resignation when- 
ever it should be evident that they can no longer command a majority in 
Parliament wherewith to conduct the public business. 

But there is also another condition inherent in the representative system 
of government about to be introduced into these colonies, which is, that the 
Ministry should possess the confidence of the governor, because he is respon- 
sible to the Queen and the people of England for the general good order, 
credit, and reputation of this part of her Majesty's dominions. 

A parallel between the sovereign and a colonial governor breaks down :— 

TOL. II. S 
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the BOYOieigii is one of the eonponent parts of the BtHadi eomiitidiim, and 
18 responsible to no one ; the colonial governor is the Queen's agent, and. he 
is responsible to his soversign, the ParUament, and the British people. 

Here is a lucid exposition of the powers and duties of a 
goyemox under the repiesentatiye form of govonunyenty and 
a most original argument that because the goyeznor is xe- 
sponsible to the Queen, who in turn is responsible tono on% 
her delegate is. warmnted in exceeding the powCT inhesent 
in the soyeragn whom he represents. With sueh an ex- 
(»rdium, the reader will be naturally prepared for the next 
extract. 

The governor of this colony will always require that previously to the 
iatndiictioa of any measme mto Parliamsnt his sanction he ehtaiaech 
Should he refose,his sanction, and the measuxe be of soffifiiaat impoztaaoe 
to warrant such a consequence, he may, should he think proper, change his 
admhiistnrtfon, or tiiey may, shouSI l£ey feeT aggriev e d^ tender their re8ig>- 
nation; but in no case can they be justified in sohniittiiig: a mmanza to 
Parliament without the cognisance of the governor. 

One esDDot. hrip eadioiming witii lago, after reading tiiia 
lesson, '^FoMgad, this is a more excellent song than th» 
other/' — a eolomaL reyiyal of Foyning's law, which ftwUd 
the Iriflh L^^iGdatuve firom initiating any meanie withoat 
the saoREtion of Idie British Attomej-Qeneral ; a long stnde 
in ad<f ance» of royal pverogatiye, a regBbar ^ double poB/* or 
as it was. then obseryed in Melbourne, ^a T^n at both 
GEnds/' pesrfa^s the original of the nigg^ parody of '^ Ole 
Joe a^ kiddn' up ahind and afOTe.'^ All this, too, under a 
constitutional form of goyemment, and with a responsible 
Ministry f liPliat next P people inquired of themselyes,, hold- 
ing their breatha^ 

It & not to be understood by thu tiiat tile governor desires to mterftre 
"With iSbe arrangements of tiie Ministry, or he a party to their consnltatioBS' ; 
he considers fhst tiie object of responsible government ironld be defMsd 
were he to adopt sueh a course. He desires- to confine himseff to the exer- 
cise of his own Amotions as Tie undenkmdt t?m^ and to leave the credit or 
tespoBBibility of the measuies to tiiexr fhnners. 
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But tha governoz -will insbt ibat the principles of the constitatioQti be 
strictly maintained. He finds in the 37th clause that the appointments to 
public offices shall he vested in the governor, with the advice of the Execu- 
tive Conmdl. 

The governor expects that no appointment ha made excepting in con- 
formity with this clause. He holds that the efficiency of the public service 
ought ever to be the first conMderalron, and he will not be a party to the 
appointment of a person whose sole recommendatioaL may be the advocacy 
o5 certain potitical principles. 

It ifr an unplfiftsaat necesrity to taLk alightinglj of. tlu»n 
that have passed from amongst us, but pablie mom are demedL 
the aziomatie sftuctuaiy o£ ie mortuis nil nki hanum, and as 
a public chacacter tha pezaon who, in his efficiaL eapadfy, 
could eoQfieiye and propound doctrines so ineomprofaensxTel j 
absurd aod unsubstantial as those contaizied in these cited 
paragraphs^ nmat not groan in spirit while he is held up. to 
posthumous ridicule and condemnation. Nor must the Se* 
cretflxy of State who sent him to preside over the destinies' of 
Victoria grumble if his powers of judgment and diserimimh 
tion are most seriously arraigned and doubted. Fbssibly, if 
Sir Charles could have surmounted the palpable fiction of 
his hasdng 1mm»l flifiouxted by the Queen^ who in reality had 
nothing more to do with the matter than the hmnbleat of 
hec subjects^ he might ia tha end ha¥& arrired. ob a tolerably 
correct understanding of his gubernatorial position^ the 
functions of which^ it ia deplorably evident^ he did not pcoK 
poidy eoupBehand; He h«d a suffidenl^ long experieBC& of 
the Victorian people, of their enlightened comprehension, 
theiir temper, and their enei^, to a(ktempt trifling wiiih them 
on so grave aiod absorbing a question as one embracing their 
rights and libeartiea. However,, he mada the essay either in 
rashness or ignorance, and he evoked a storm of indignsMon 
which was only laid by the departure of his immortal 
soul, worried to death, I verily believe, by vehement denuzfr- 
ciations of the Parliament, the press, and the people. 

On the motion of Dr. Oreeves (one of the members £bv 

s2 
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Melbourne) to take into consideration his Excellency's 
minute, that gentleman is reported to have said, in tlie 
course of his speech, " that he desired to approach the sub- 
ject with all the respect due to the representative of the 
sovereign in the colonies,'' observing, in conclusion, '^ that 
the minute claimed for the governor the initiation of all 
laws, and thus reduced them from a condition of responsible 
government to an autocracy. From the* clause referring to 
patronage he inferred that all appointments, too, were, in 
the first instance, to be submitted to the governor. He 
thus believed that the absolute and uncontrolled patronage 
of the colony was aimed at, and from this he gathered that 
there were other persons as well as Sir Eobert Walpole who 
thought ' that every man had his price.' " He submitted a 
string of resolutions reflecting on the Ministry for taking 
office under the terms enunciated in the minute, but I 
eictract the last of them, as it had special reference to that 
memorable document : 

That this House views with extreme surprise and regret the principles 
laid down in his Excellency's minute to the Colonial Secretary as the con- 
ditions under which the present, and any future administration, are to con- 
sider themselves acting ; and feels called upon to express its disapprobation 
that any persons would accept office on terms so humiliating to themselves, 
BO derogatory to the rights of the people and of the powers of the Legisla- 
ture of Victoria, so opposed to sound views of responsible government, and 
subversive of the principles of the constitution ; and this House disclaims 
sanctioning any part of, and protests against and censures, the whole pro- 
ceeding. 

In a general reply from the Colonial Secretary, he stated, 
" That with regard to the minute of the governor which was 
received on the 23rd of !N'ovember from his Excellency, 
when the members of the Government were busily engaged 
in the discussion of their future policy, it was not taken 
into consideration at the time. They had, however, con- 
sidered it since, and had all come to the conclusion that it 
was impracticable. The influence of the governor must 
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1^ depend on his personal cliaracter, and his readiness to assist 

in t: in establishing the permanent welfare of the country, and to 

e sd; co-operate with any administration possessing the confidence 

)f d of the people." 

ti: Mr. Lalor (member for Ballarat) remarked, "That the 

of I governor certainly had not more power than the Queen, and 

lal^ yet the British Ministry are not responsible to her but to 

the Commons of England, and so in this colony the Ministry 
should only be responsible to the Parliament of the colony. 
I Yet here they had the constitutional rights of the people 

invaded by the minute of the governor, and his Ministry 
subscribing to it, whilst the House was told that their con- 
stitution was to be the same as at home." These extracts 
may be taken as an average sample of the tone and feeling 
which pervaded a long and adjourned debate, coming as they 
do from a metropolitan member, a diggings representative, 
and the prime minister himself; and a tolerably clear and 
correct idea may be formed of the very irksome and unen- 
viable position Sir Charles Hotham had placed himself in by 
his perverse obtuseness and his petulant indiscretion. 

The reader may also gather a tolerably accurate idea of the 
intense feeling of dislike and disappointment with which the 
governor was regarded by all classes at this juncture. In- 
deed, so malignant did the prejudice become, that the legiti- 
mate animadversion on his public transgressions degenerated 
into mean and exaggerated gossip about the affairs of his 
private life — a disgraceful and unworthy licence, originat- 
ing with the mischievous bands of dismissed Government 
employes, who displayed an energy in the propagation of 
manufactured detraction which they never evinced in their 
capacity of public officers. It was this same swarm of 
hornets that concocted the epistolary imposture denominated 
the " Croon's Correspondence," which overreached the pene<* 
tration of our great Thunderer, provoking a philosophic re- 
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bukfi to the TictoriExi GavenrasBHii for dismiBBing a «on«> 
tractor ^ho was represented as undergoing the pinchiitg 
agony of gripes from drinking bad colonial beer st a state 
ball in Government House. But on this later BoeaBion f^eir 
venom transcended the uttermost bounds of civilised licence, 
for not content with a spiteful perseoulaon of the governor, 
they were guilty of the cowardly infamy of dragging his lady 
into the calumnious warfare. 

Sir dharles for a while endeavoured to entrench himself 
in hauteur and indifference, affecting to despise the manifold 
evidences of popular dissatisfaction. But it soon became evi- 
dent that the grim lines of care and anxiety were farrowing 
deeply on his brow, that the writhings of a tortured mind 
were shedding from within their haggard hues on his coun- 
tenance, and spreading their wasting influence over his entire 
frame. The man who would have stood dauntless on the 
quarter-deck, glowing the more with the inspirations of 
valour as the deadly dangers of battle thickened around him, 
began to pale and cower before the moral influence of public 
opinion. I could not approve his conduct, neither could I 
restrain my sorrow for his unhappy position, as I saw him 
morning and evening riding to and from his state office 
through the crowded streets without any recognition save 
the angry stare of some political foe ; and if on some rare op- 
portunity a hat was raised, so unexpected was the compli- 
ment, the^ salutation was returned with spasmodic unpre- 
paredness. 

The legislative aession of 1855 was necessarily a busy 
one, for over and above all the business which pressed for 
despatch from the rapid advances of the colony, it became 
xadispensably requisite to prepare machinery for the setting in 
motion and working of the new constitution— a task in itself 
of.no small difficulty, but one which affi>rded the Ministry a 
plea for remaining in office under the obnoxious minute. 
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The two measoiees esMiatial to that end were Hn electoral 
aot, ;and one for the regulation of election proceedings. The 
presentation of the first of these measures ln*ought at <mce 
into paarliamentarj prconinenoe Mr. WiHiaim Nicholson, an 
influential citizen, who had risen to fortune by the sheer 
fotroe of intellect, energy, and character, aaid who in his 
career had passed through i^ seTcral preparatory public 
gradations of city councillor, aldernran, mayor, returmng- 
officer, seconder, proposar, and candidate, and now took his 
•place in the van of representative members to watch over the 
nursing oi their infant freedom. Mr. Mcholson, who brought 
to his ta£^ the fruits of diversified ezpeiaenoe, superadded to 
sound business habits practical knowledge. He met the in- 
troduction of this all-important question with a motion that 
it should be referred^to a select committee, sagaciously foro- 
seeing that the real success of the charter hinged nearly alto- 
gether on the scope and tendency of the measure which con- 
stituted the maruspring. He had the draft of the Ministenal 
lull before him, impressed as it was with all the evidences of 
cmdeness, haste^ and insufficiency, and fearing ihxb Cabinet 
ixxfinences, backed by the weight of nominee support, would 
carry it ^through the House, he urged the wisdom and pru- 
dence of acceding to his motion, in order that full justice 
might be done to a question which required deep and patieat 
deliberation to disembarrass it of its manifold evils and 
hiinderaneea. 

This motion was not acceded to, an^d Mr. Nicholsom, on the 
12th of December, 1855, put a notice on the paper of the 
House that on the following Tuesday he should mo^ ^ That 
it is tiae c^inion of the House that any electoral Act shoiold 
be based upon the principle of voting by ballot." As soon 
as 1^ notice was published it was hailed as i^ signal tar 
active agitation i^mmgbout the lengiiL and breadth o£ ihd 
colony, several large and infiuential meetings being held in 
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town and country, at all of which the principle was affirmed 
by overwhelming majorities. As for myself, although always 
a strenuous advocate of the ballot as the only preventive 
against intimidation, corruption, and all undue influences, I 
must admit that at the time I should have preferred seeing 
Mr. Nicholson bestirring himself for an extension of the 
ftanphise, conceiving, as I did, that the peculiarities of the 
social state in Victoria, the immense amount of individual 
independence, and the very small leaven of landlordism, 
rendered the ballot, in a certain degree, supererogatory. 
However, the wondrous industry of its opponents, coupled 
with the pertinacious way in which they reiterated stale 
sophistries and invented fresh fallacies, induced me to take 
my proper side in the controversy, feeling as well that that 
which is superfluous may on occasions be advisable, for al- 
though the prudent man who carries his umbrella on a cloud- 
less day may be made a subject of ridicule, he has the laugh 
on his side in the event of a thunder-shower. 

Lord John Bussell was a great authority with the anti- 
ballot spouters at these meetings, who delighted in repeat- 
ing that statesman's favourite assertion, ** that the ballot is 
essentially un-English." But my answer was, that it ap- 
peared to me to be much more in accordance vnth genuine 
national feeling and true British spirit to shield an honest 
man in the discharge of a virtuous duty, than to leave him 
exposed to any evil consequences, inasmuch as the generally 
received and proud characteristic of a sturdy Briton is to 
throw the sdgis of his protection over his weaker brother. If 
the ballot is un-English, why do not those who are the self- 
constituted exemplars of moral, social, and political pro- 
priety discard it in all its phases ? Not they. They retain 
it in their dubs, because in those societies the law-makers 
are solely interested in protecting themselves from any con- 
sequences as voters. But in Parliament, on the contrary. 



ABTOCACY OP THE BALLOT. 265 

whexi legislating for an out-of-door class, their special aim is 
to leave the voter as defenceless as possible, amenable on all 
sides to temptation, persecution, and frequently utter ruin. 
When, in 1832, Lord John Eussell was thrown up with " his 
purge" by the electors of South Devonshire, acting under 
the orders of the infuriated parsons and the trembling aristo- 
cracy, he was loud and vehement in his just denunciations of 
the in&mous interference with the free exercise of the fran- 
chise, and in the consuming fervour of his Whig indignation 
he deliberately avowed, immediately after on the hustings at 
Stroud (his harbour of refuge), that the disgraceful and un- 
constitutional proceedings at Devon had made him a sincere 
convert to the ballot. But he soon after settled down again 
into his inherent sentiments by the sobriquet of '^ Einality 
Jack," under the transparently hypocritical pretence that it 
would be essentially un-English. 

Another staple argument of the anti-ballot folk was, " that 
the majority of voters in Victoria were thoroughly indepen- 
dent ;" but this in itself admitted the existence of a minority 
who were in exactly opposite circumstances, and provoked the 
presumption that all minorities were to be placed outside the 
pale of legislative redress. Thus, in sanitary measures, if a 
preponderating number were found enjoying the blessings of 
rude health, the remainder were to be denied all sympathy, 
succour, or protection against the scourge of endemic dis- 
ease. Equally vicious, unsound, and absurd, was the thread- 
bare cant about the franchise being held in trust for the non- 
electors, who should be cognisant of the way in which it 
was exercised, and the scruples of political Puritans, whose 
tender consciences would be troubled by the sin of secrecy. 
Those immaculate reasoners never weigh the evils result- 
ing from a system which either forcibly ravishes conscience, 
or, poisoning its purity by corrupt inducements, consum- 
mates its prostitution by suborning the guilt of peijuiy. 
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wben the crime is ciiallenged in tbe polling-bootii. Like the 
&11 of female viitue, there are •only u few quick steps from 
the first transgression, extorted by gold or feiae promises, to 
the dark abjss over whose fetail brink redemption never 
iiovers. If independent people feel oonscientiouBly boond 
to let tbe public know how they voted, there is nothing to 
prevent their doing so, either when they drop their vofcmg 
papers into the ballot-box, or afterwards, but 1^>ey should 
bear in mind ^ that what is one man's meat is anoth^ mtm^ 
poison"*— -an axiom which can be applied in most -senses of 
woddly communion. Few of :as frail ^or xmluii^ moftals 
are coiustituted or circumstanced alik-e. One man 'eeoi swid- 
low with imp-unity endless voltimes of thick, undihited Iicm- 
•don fog, while another is obliged to filter it carefully through 
a TOspirator. A geirtleman with an imposing balance at Ins 
banker's can assume airs which would be damnatory and 
ruinouB to a poor fellow staggering under the depressioiL of 
an Kyverdrawn account. Nor can I for l^e life of me recog- 
nise it as a fair test of English valour, or ^ manliness,^ as 
ihej term it, to see one plimging into a -deep, tufbalent 
stream with a cork jacket, while his competitor is leqmeA 
to make an essay in a state of complete nudity, or perhaps, 
still woiBe, with a load oi obligations around his meek. 
Sichard Lalor Sheil once described, in his own giowmg 
colonrs, the proud aspect of an indepesident elector teooid- 
ing Ms vote in pubHe, as a picture for an aatist, but iie 
Bever sketched in hie brLQiant imaginatiini tlie «ad aoeoe of 
an honest msa approaching reluctantly to betray ios eon- 
science at i^e beheed; of a merciless lanfiord, 

Mx. Nicholson introduced his motion, not as a theoiy, bat 
as a neoessity^-^s one calculated to remecfy^ abmesabow -&e 
remedial cure of direct legislation: He demoiKiiraited how, 
under the iiew constitution, indirect bribery, on «i iamaose 
scale, would xesult from Ministers coming befese liheir oon- 
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sbitaents tlie acknowledged dkbiirseiB of an enermoiaa 
Tenxie, poBsetisoro of immenBe patronag;e, and of cDnsid^nAle 
power in the alienation of sixty milUen acres of territory, and 
made out an incontrovertible eaee in support of liis Tiews }fy 
scmnd reasoning, devoid of any meretricious rbetorical (dsp* 
Imp. Eut the duef bnrden of the replies to bis comolttsiTe 
ratiocinaition, o^r and above those already glsnoed at, wm 
the inutility of legislating for an evil admittedly beyond tiie 
reach of statutory cixre, and the tendency of the ballot to 
make living liars of the whole community. Like *^ the great 
social evil," certainly bribery and oorraption is inaoeessible 
to remedial redress, but, like other virulent scourges, it is 
not above the powers of prevention, which proverbial wisdom 
pronounce better than ctcpe. " Lead us not into tempta- 
tion" is the essence of divine omnisG»9nce, and the spirit of 
that prayer, in my mind, is both an answer and a rebuke to 
those who would not o(nly lead but ^ive weak mesi izi^to ite 
midst of vicious enticemeot. What would be said ^ Hbd 
politician who would ventore to diNiounoe vaccination 4>e- 
cauae small-pox resists most amedical treatment, or to the 
moralist who would counsel an aboHticn of all the safeguards of 
virtue and integrity, because the progress of pErostitution and 
swindling cannot be completely acrested ? As to i^e ^ living 
liar" argument, it is no more than a ^^ weak invention of the 
enemy," a most outrageous hypothesis, to suppooe that <ewBiy 
voter must, ipsofaetOy be guilty of fidBeitood ; but, admsttii^ 
that some audi oases jnay be engendered by the ballot, I 
maintain that they manifestly kick the l:»eam when idie moral 
evils of oofnrirrained canscisnoe-Gnwhing ane thrown iaato the 
^)pposite scale. 

In the oouEse of the debate, Ms. Harrison, one of tiie 
members for GkeLong, moved a my^A amendment, to tbe 
effect ^that the new eleetocal act riiould afford the prdbeo* 
tmn of secrecy during the piogreBs of the eLsdaon, bat allow 



268 LIFE or TICTOBIA. 

full publicity after the declaration of the poll," which was 
assented to ; but the broad principle of the ballot was aflSrmed 
in its integrity by a majority of eight, in a body consisting 
of one-third G-ovemment nominees. Ghreat was the popular 
rejoicing when the division became known, and greater still 
was the exultation when it transpired that Mr. Nicholson 
had been sent for, and with a degree of self-denial rarely ex- 
hibited, consented to abandon all arrangements he had made 
for an immediate return to his fatherland, in order to secure 
to his fellow-colonists the full effects of the great boon he 
had succeeded in carrying. But, as an earnest for his sense of 
self-respect and independence, he insisted on the withdrawal 
of the obnoxious '^ minute," as a stipulation preliminary to 
his undertaking the task of constructing a G-ovemment. Sir 
Charles, seeing the new style of man he had to deal with, 
and profiting, no doubt, by the unmitigated expressions of 
public opinion regarding the famous document, yielded to 
the demand, and Mr. Nicholson, as he admitted, much to 
his surprise, found himself engaged in constructing a Cabinet 
when he thought he should have been shortening the distance 
between him and his native shores. 

It was the first essay of the kind in the Australian colonies, 
and, in addition to difficulties attending so novel an enter- 
prise, there was not only a scarcity of seasoned material, 
but where an individual was recognised as a fitting and able 
colleague, he was generally found engaged in the prosecution 
of a commercial or professional pursuit of such magnitude, 
not to say emolument, as to forbid the idea of his giving up 
his entire time and attention to public business. For in 
those days, nor up to the present day, is the young colony 
able to boast of numbering amongst her sons any of 
those hereditary or heaven-bom classes whose instincts 
and education fit them for the sole pursuit of trading in 
Government intrigue and diplomacy. Mr. Nicholson got his 
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commission on the 21st of December, and on the 27th 
proximo he was enabled to report to the goyemor that his 
prospects of success were promising — an announcement 
which the few in his Excellency's confidence reported as 
giving him infinite satisfaction, for he had little faith in his 
former advisers, and betrayed a sincere desire to retrace his 
steps, as if to regain the public esteem under the prestige of 
a really popular Ministry. But his nervous anxiety about 
the result of the undertaking, combined with the •mental 
harass and physical exhaustion of his late labours, super- 
induced a severe attack of indisposition, which was evidently 
soothed or aggravated as the reports of Mr. Nicholson's pro- 
gress were favourable or adverse. On the 28th, as nothing 
definite was announced. Sir Charles's case for the first time 
assumed a serious aspect, and his medical adviser deemed it 
prudent to stand between his Excellency and his new Minis- 
ter, lest any abrupt communication should aggravate the 
attack. On the 29th, this gentleman informed Mr. Nichol- 
son that his Excellency was much worse. The following 
day developed symptoms of a more dangerous type, growing 
in malignity under the influence of mental doubt and irrita- 
tion, and on the Slst of the month — ^the last day of the year 
— as the intelligence of Mr. Nicholson's failure was carried 
to the sick couch, the excess of mental anguish and nervous 
excitement produced instant epilepsy, which soon ended in 
death. 

When the melancholy event was promulgated, the public 
feeling received a sad shock, for it was admitted that, with 
all his errors, Sir Charles meant everything for the best. His 
amendment was looked forward to by many of those who 
most unsparingly censured him, and as the nature and 
progress of his malady was generally understood, there arose 
a universal emotion of sorrow, deeply tinged with self-re- 
proach, at the premature and sudden decease of this stem, 
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h(»nBt) but mistaken man. Ey^y Bummir of Uflmfi was 
fflienced by tha cold hand of death, and every reminiaeesfie 
o£ enixuty was laid benfiath thoi tombatona vhieh coTOsed bis 
xomauuL 

Tho goVvimn^it of the colony immadiately deyoLyed npon 
thA aenior militazy office, Majoc-Oeoflrai M^Arthm; vhoae 
close ]>elatu>ns1iip with the aquail^ting &mily of that name in 
the adjoining coLony,. and no leaa the snppcaed effects of pro- 
^^aipniml bias, gave xke ta an. ide» tiiair Yictoiia would be 
aubleeted to a military deapotiam. pending the practiced in^ 
anguisaidon <tf the. eonatitutioffi. Bnit wfaateyer may h&ye 
been the acting goyemor'a pmatft opiniona on political 
mattews oc the bladk-lattec pvomptinGW' of aormy disciplase^ 

wildx aOi amount of wdadom and aaaidixity which sa completely 
won the eonfidentfe and.reBpeetLo£ all paddea, tiiat had popukr 
seobimanii been eonntltfid, he would: have, been duly installed 
in the high office of whidai h^ had only become the heum 
tenentL 

Parbamfflrt aaaenbled again: osi theiSlili of Jaouaiy, 183^ 
with the dd Ministry ia their aetastomcd places, and on tl»- 
foUowiag day the nauai ^Eplimsfcionff took piiiEK?&, in the ceurae 
of which Mr;. Secretarf BJamea had the; lii&araua^ effirontwy 
to> inform tka Gonousil^ amid an cscplosi^L of ^ Ohar!" ^that 
iTWMffnqi^l^ aa the party who carried the baillot fiiilbd in coO'- 
structing a Ministry, it was the intention of the present G^ 
y^mm^it to> proceed, aa if thaife xeaohition had mer^ been 
passed;" or, m other, wordff, ** aa tiro Xiberala are above the 
lures €^ office^ their pimieiplea (the seies of pnhtic opinion) 
will be placed in abeyance by the present stereotyped Gbvers^ 
menty who wiE proceed in ita old mill-track of conseryatiam, 
aaif it were deaf to all ez|acaBiQna of pe^mlar orrepresenta* 
tiye feeling" — a specses of mooncalf doctrine too silly to- 
call fan a word of comment* Mr* l^icbolaan followed, detail- 
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ing the iiuddents sttoiding hia attempt, and making b&iob 
g&Msal alliuBOBS to the atamUing-blodks. tfattb l&y in lus 
path.. ^'I^'' h^remaikedyiaUaiisiiAltoneofiQdefHeiideiio 
— ''if he had deaured office merely for the sake of plaee, ha 
could have got. a Miniatiy together readily, bat thia he woold 
not dob jEe could, without infringing the coostitationy have 
gooa outaide that House ia search of hia^coadjutcara, hujb h» 
waa aT^Rie even to adopting such a courae. lafaet, he had bq 
difficulty whateyer in finding eompeteBt endleaguea amoi^t. 
honouiabla membera, but the harmony of opinion, the poUtiisal 
CQuaifltency so indispensable to. good and efficient gp^en^r 
ment, waa wanting, and he therefore thought it necessary ta 
recede &om the responsibDity"-— & dedaiatinn which, while 
it created a wide-spread feeling of dejection and disappoint- 
ment, mellowed the genuine appreciation of the honourable 
gentleman's high character in the public breast ; and though 
absence is said to be an inveterate assuager of all the more 
ardent affections, I have reason to know, of my personal 
knowledge, that in many a political crisis since his departure 
from Victoria, his absence was deplored by the independent 
party. 'Nor shall I hesitate to predicate, that should he 
re-erect his roof-tree in the colony, he will be called on one 
day or other to fill that distinguished post which he de- 
clined with so much honour to himself on the occasion just 
alluded to. 

But it is high time to wind up this heavy political chapter, 
which I shall do with the gratifying information that, not- 
withstanding the saucy declaration of the premier, public 
ballot was regularly engrafted on the subsequent electoral 
legislation, and so admirably has it been found to work in all 
its details, that it is now the only important political question 
on which the most cordial unanimity prevails. The most 
strenuous of its opponents are now its most charmed ad- 
mirers; they admit its "un-English features" were an 
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unaginatiTe illusion ; that '^ the right of the non-electors to 
read the secrets of conscience" was an impudent inquisition, 
adverse to a reformed £uth, and virtually abrogated by the 
extension of the franchise, which makes every man his own 
trustee; while the wholesale ''liar" imputation, when re- 
vived as a jocular taunt, is now answered by a playful poke 
in the ribs, as much as to say, '' Tou dog, you, did you really 
think I was in earnest P" In a word, if the whole colony was 
to be polled by universal suffrage, there would not be a vote 
recorded for the repeal of the measure. Even the few 
thorough-paced Conservatives of the Carlton Club school 
who were allured to Victoria, take proud position in the 
front ranks of its zealous converts. 
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CHAPTEE XVI. 

Mode of killing Fleas in the Diggings — Cbinese Immigration — Ludicrons 
Scene at a Chinese Burial — Shameful Treatment of the Chinese — Insane 
Uproar at the Arrival of Charles Gavan Duffy — The Expectation and 
IXsappointment — His Promises and Performances — ^Lola Montes— Her 
Visit to Bendigo — How she gammoned the Playgoers and charmed the 
Diggers — ^A Scene in the Sandhurst Theatre — Her Descent in the Vic- 
torian Reef — ^Bendigo the metropolitan Gold-field — ^The officials there 
and their Detractor — Start for Melbourne — Go-ahead the Order of the 
Day in all Districts and Pursuits — ^Accident in the Black Forest— Timely 
Becognition — Story of a Drayman's Hospitality. 

I FSEL like one getting out of troubled water into a 
smooth lake in passing from politics to a continuation of my 
personal narrative, and I think the transition will prove 
equallj agreeable to my reader, especially as the politics and 
the parties concerned in them are so purely local. Although 
X have devoted a considerable space already to my Bendigo 
experiences, it has been principally occupied with mining 
details ; and as some of the incidental matters interwoven 
with them are not altogether devoid of utility or interest, I 
will run through them in a cursory manner. It may, for in* 
stance, be of some utility to housekeepers or chambermaida 
to be made acquainted with a more summary mode of 
despatching fleas than the old system of running them down 
in regular chase, for which the public stands indebted to the 
diggers — an offspring of that necessity which originates so 
many original inventions. If diggers relied on flea-hunting 
to rid themselves of those troublesome insects, the commeioe 
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and currencj of the world would nofc have undergone the 
marvellous expansion we have witnessed of late years, for 
their time would have been monopoHsed in a profitless pur- 
suit, while the bullion vaults of Threadneedle-street would 
have collapsed in the meantime from inanition. The sugges- 
tion of mother necessity in this strait was to employ one in- 
sect in the destruction of another, which is thus, carried into 
effect. Before a troubled digger goes to work of a morning 
he spreads his blanket on an ant-hill, and over it he throws 
his opossum rog, with fleshy side uppermost, when ike hast 
of the sun striking on the hard skin drives the fleas from the 
rug to the blanket, where their foes^ the ants, are waiting in 
legions to potince upon them and carry them off. By tiiis 
simple plaa an utter clearance is effected in a few minutes, 
and in the words of domeetic recipes, '^ the blanket is fit ibr 
immediate use,'* as the ants sheer off e» masse the moment it 
is removed, or is thrown upon a bush for a short time. 

During the latter end of 1855 and the early part of 1856 
the immigration of the Chinese to Victoria was on a scaLe of 
immensity, which drove timid people into the apprehensioii 
that the Mongolian loeosta would swarm over the entire 
area of the colony to the utter exclufiion of the European 
barbarians. In 1854, according to the Immigrati(HiSepoit, 
three thousand Chinese had arrived in Victoria. In Hke 
early part of the year following, it vras ascertained from 
immigration statistics that their numbers had increased 1x> 
ten thousand ; and one of those strangers, who was ex* 
amined before tiie GohMelds Conumssion then going its 
rounds, stated, in answer to a qu»re, that ^ all were coming.^ 
This announcement^ though never meant in its strict litend 
sense, created a panic amongst the timid^ and put a weapon 
into the hands of the anti-Chinese agitators, who got up % 
Strang ttj for th^ entire exclusion, and worked it up to 
soeh a menacing aspect, that the Government yielded so ftr 
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to the elamour an to impose a capitation tax oi lOL per head 
on all Ghiiiese coming into the colony, eren though thej 
came from British settlements where they ranked as subjects 
of the Queen. However, this most unjust piece of legisla* 
tbn was r^xdered completely inoperative, fiir, instead of dis- 
embarking at any Victorian port, where the tax could be 
collected, the ships in the trade were chartered to land their 
passengers at a new harbour in South Australia, called 
Gurchen Bay, immediately beside the firontier, whence they 
easily passed scot free into the adjoining territory. iForest 
Creek and Bendigo were the favourite $elds of these 
grotesque-looking strangers ; but, although they spread 
themselves out into every flat and gully in astonishing num* 
bers, no serious collisions took place in these districts be- 
tween them and the other classes, notwithstanding the 
zealous ^ideavoura of the loafers to kindle and excite the 
most deadly jealousies. Having had a favourable oppor- 
tunity of watdbing and studying this exclusive race in Cali- 
fomia, and afterwards during my sojourn at the Sandwich 
Islands, whither they came in crowds at the close of 1850, 1 
became very favourably impressed towards them, from their 
quiet, persevering habits of industry, as well as from their 
peaceable behaviour and the extreme clevoTiess they ezhi- 
bited in their various handicrafts. So when the agitation 
be^m to rage, fed with every description of baseless exagge- 
ration, I stood forward as their prominent advocate, all the 
more anxiously, becasoae I sincerely felt that, circumatanoed 
as the colony was, their advent should Imve been hailed as a 
public benefit, instead of being c<»ibated as a calamity. 
But in these days the diggers, like spoiled children accus- 
tomed to have their own way, insisted on penal legislation, 
much to the disgust of the trading community, who appre- 
ciated at its proper worth the presence of the Celestial im- 
migrants. In another chapter I shall reproduce some ex- 

t2 
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tracts firom mj public coireBpondence on this yexed ques- 
tion, which will place the matter in all its lights and shadows 
before the reader, and, nnless I am very much mistaken, will 
induce him to adopt mjr view of the case. At Ballarat the 
Chinese were regarded with undisguised enmity by the 
European diggers, and subjected to every species of injustice 
and cruelty. Freyious to the appointment of the officials 
called Chinese Protectors, a Chinaman there was considered 
fair game for the practice of any caprice. The men and 
women insulted them; the children were encouraged in 
annoying them ; and many instances could be adduced where 
they were ruthlessly driven from their claims as soon as the 
wash dirt showed any symptoms of richness. In fine, so ex- 
travagant were the general prejudices entertained at Bal- 
larat against this people, that they almost ceased to be re- 
cognised as legitimate brethren of the great human famUy, 
regarded rather as unnatural in their origin, habits, religion, 
and destined to some outlandish hereafter intermediate be- 
tween the material animal doom and the spiritual Christian 
eternity. This latter supposition received a suspicious con- 
firmation from the practices observed at their burials, for oi^ 
those occasions the funeral congregation in many of its 
aspects partakes of a festal character, more, in fact, re- 
sembling a valedictory banquet to a friend setting out on a 
long journey than a solemn consignment of extinguished 
day to its mother earth. The demonstrations of regret tes- 
tified by mourners, instead of being contributed in tears and 
moans, are substantially supplied in sweetmeats and liquors, 
and unlike our pure orthodox grief, which prostrates all 
gross cravings of nature, this diabolical pagan emotion is 
ushered in by an aldermaiiic appetite, which is indulged to 
the top of its bent round the grave, and, at the completion 
of the repast, every cranny of the coffin, or conveyance, is 
stufied with provisions for the unconscious traveller. Thia 
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is rather a more liberal arrangement, it must be admitted, 
than the ancient habit of placing an obolus in the chaps of 
the corpse to pay the Stygian ferryman ; but still it so went 
against the grain of Ballarat consciences, that a crusade was 
organised amongst the righteous diggers there against the 
barbarous custom, and at one grand burial ceremony, just 
when the gong announced the commencement of the feast, 
the graveyard was suddenly rushed by the soldiers of the 
true faith, who quickly drove off the benighted gluttons, and 
transformed the lugubrious festival into a convivial reunion, 
aflber which they piously conferred on the deceased the rites 
of Christian burial, by withholding from him any share of 
the prog. 

Shortly before leaving Bendigo, the atmosphere of that 
gold-field was made to vibrate by the resonant, reverberant 
announcement of a momentous event, which was neither 
more nor less than the arrival of Mr. Charles Gavan Du£^ 
in Hobson's Bay. He had been some time looked out for, 
and during those anxious moments of expectation, when the 
human mind is so peculiarly susceptible and impressible, the 
friends in the interest of the self-expatriated patriot so got 
up the steam of glorification that unsophisticated colonists 
were worked up into the belief that he was the coming 
political Messiah from the upper hemisphere, charged with 
the sublime mission of their political regeneration — an in- 
strument under Providence to break the deadly scythe of 
irresponsible government and confer constitutional life and 
future salvation on the colony, thenceforth to be elevated 
into the holy land of civil liberty. Mr. Duffy certainly 
played his cards like a professor before leaving. He crammed 
most assiduously with constitutional lore and colonial history, 
in anticipation of his opportunity ; and when the question of 
the Victorian constitution came on for discussion in the 
House of Commons, he made an elaborate harangue in sup- 
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port of the fullest concession of freedom and independ- 
ence to the colony, urging his arguments with an earnest 
Buasiyeness that perfectly charmed the hearts of hk anti- 
podean constituents. If the diggers could have pelted him 
with nuggets aax)ss the equator when they read the oration 
he would haye been overwhelmed by the golden shower, or if 
he only receiyed a groat for eyery nobbier that was swallowed 
to the sentiments of " more power" to him, he would haye 
been independent in circumstances if in nothing else. A 
revised copy of this premeditated speech was, as a matter of 
course, most industriously circulated in every nook or comer 
of the colony, and there is no saying what would have been 
the consequence had not the swelling motives of popular 
gratitude found a safety-valve in subscribing tot the Dublin 
Nation^ whose issue and exchequer must have been wonr 
drously augmented on the receipt of the next following 
Australian mail. 

But neither this world above nor that world below enter- 
tained the most distant idea, when Mr. DxxSj arose on the 
floor of the House of Commons as the volunteer champion 
of young Victoria, that he harboured a thought of crossing 
the line and throwing himself into the arms of his auriferous 
prot^g^e. His conduct was put down to the account of 
noble disinterestedness — ^to that pure, unselfish, and unex- 
tinguishable love of the Celtic race, which not only burst 
into a blaze of rebellion in the Green Isle itself, but, like a 
trade wind of patriotism, followed the exiles of Erin to the 
extremities of the globe ; and gratitude is a lame milk-and- 
water word to describe the mad, saltatory, exultant feeling 
that it evoked when the news reached the colony. If the 
"hereditary bondsmen"* could only "lay hoult of him, 
wouldn't they make him King of Australy on the mortial 

* Irish boys in good luck in the diggings jocularly style themselves 
*^ hairy-dirty bondsmen,*' in their fairsnte and bespattered condition. 
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spot!^' This was precisely tbe state of tilings that Mr. 
Duffy anticipated would result from his precursor speech ; 
and, confiding in the assurance of his own predictions, he 
forestalled the receipt of the pleasing intelligence, and made 
the mail succeeding that which carried out his speech the 
medium of conveying to the colony the unlooked-for an- 
iK)unoement that he had resolved on emigrating to Victoria 
and attaching himself there to the fortunes of his beloved 
countrymen. Even the name of the ship destined to carry 
the precious freight, and the probable day of her sailing, 
were permitted to transpire. Thus, to use a brace of vulgar 
expressions, " he took the ball at the hop," and " struck the 
iron while it was hot." 

I shall not dweU on a description of the impulsive plans 
and projects that were instantly set on foot to organise 
a suitable reception, and set about collecting funds to pur- 
chase a parliamentary qualification for the great Milesian ; 
for although it was known that he sat in the House of Com- 
mons as the declared bond fide possessor of dOOZ. per annum, 
it somehow leaked out, and was afterwards confirmed by 
himself, '' that he came to the colony with his Chitty as his 
only property." I don't mention this as a reproach, but 
only as the motive for those generous efforts which eventu- 
ated in a collection of I believe 6000?. The scene that took 
place on the arrival of the ship in Hobson's Bay was the 
most ludicrous exaggeration of personal homage that perhaps 
ever was witnessed on behalf of those specially appointed to 
offer him the five thousand welcomes. If Burke, Grattan, 
and O'Connell were aU revivified and rolled into one, the 
majesty of such a triple impersonation could not find 
stomach enough for the amount of fulsome, hyperbolical 
adulations that were poured upon the head of this small and 
very common-place man. It was positively sickening, and if 
his own breast could have been read on that occasion, I make 



280 lirE 15 VICTOELl. 

no doubt but that a sensation of nausea must have pre- 
dominated even over his conviction of innate utter unworthi- 
ness. But this bladder-blown enthusiasm was not the only 
prevailing element on that day, curiosity had its legions of 
votaries as well, tearing each other to get a sight of the Irish 
lion; and if it is permissible to forestal a simile, I would 
liken that straining crush to the one which will take place 
when the Inflexible casts anchor at Gravesend with Com- 
missioner Yeh on board, only with this reservation, that the 
amount of disappointment will be very disproportionate ; for 
while I feel pretty certain that the mandarin will look the 
butcher all over, the general impression with regard to the 
lion was, either that he was not full grown, or was of a very 
mongrel breed indeed, and many fme stalwart diggers, who 
came down special, with their allegiance, hoping to greet a 
sovereign of noble mien, graceful bearing, and commanding 

voice, " -^— their eyes if he wasn't a regular shicer." 

Mr. Duty's speech on that occasion was, on the whole, 
modest, and in good taste, with, of course, a dash of the 
blarney here and there, and a few slight squeezes of pa- 
triotism. He accepted the purse in the nolo episcopari 
fashion, ^' as a splendid retainer which would stimulate him 
to study the wants of the colony and devote his best energies 
to her advancement ; but he would not take any active part 
in politics until he had matured his opinions by some years 
of experience." Sentiments in themselves both wise and 
becoming, which were properly appreciated, and would, had 
they been acted up to, have secured him a respectable and 
respected position in the councils of his adopted country, 
with the assent of all creeds and classes, for there was a 
strong disposition manifested by many leading men and by 
the press — especially by its leading organ, the Argus — ^to 
give him a fair and patient trial. But the man's head 
became completely turned by the perpetual doses of flattery 
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and fawning sycophancy with which he was drugged by the 
colonial spawn of young Irelandism, until at length he threw 
aside the thin garb of meek docility, and betraying his 
natural conceit and arrogance, vaunting what he attempted 
for his native, and would yet achieve for his adopted, 
country, and indulging in what I apprehend was a very 
apocryphal boast, that he declined the lucrative honour of 
the governorship of Victoria in his unfathomable anxiety to 
identify himself with the genuine interests of his brother 
colonists. At this stage of his progress I will leave him for 
the present, to chronicle the visit of an Irish lioness, who 
arrived about the same period, creating, as she invariably 
does by her talents and eccentricities, a marked and popular 
sensation wherever she goes. 

Lola Montes, after a short preliminary engagement at the 
Theatre Eoyal, Melbourne, was induced to visit Sandhurst, 
where a new and splendid theatre had just then been 
finished, and which Lola filled in every comer night after 
night with enthusiastic audiences, imperturbable in their 
good humour and determination to be satisfied and indul- 
gent under all circumstances. For when Lola did not feel 
in a mood to exhibit in the " Spider dance" (a universal 
favourite, ajid always in the bill), or some other advertised 
attraction, she would come out before the drop-scene, like 
Charles Mathews in the " Critic," to tell some story and 
make some insinuating excuse, which was always sure to 
be received with uproarious satisfaction. I remember one 
evening — ^I think it was on the occasion of her benefit-^ 
when every one gave way to the impression that the " Spider" 
would be given in all its variations, and eager lads and lasses, 
who crowded from the remotest gullies, were impatient for 
the termination of the play, in order to see the charming 
dansante in this popular ballet. There was a positive hum 
of delightful expectation as the curtain fell. Every counte- 
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nance was radiant with anxiety ; ereiy eje was ^ skinned" 
in watebfalnesB ; eveiy ear was at full cock to catch any 
sound denoting the appioacfa of the longed-for moment. 
The ordinary interval was proTokingly exceeded, hat still 
the spirit of toleration was not broken ; she was only taking 
more pains in her get-up. Another trying pause followed, 
but the suspense was soothed at a critical moment by her 
linging laugh behind the scenes. Yet sereial minutes more 
lapsed without the expected tinkle, when a gruff digger 
arose in the pit, and thus addressed the drop-scene in good- 
humoured remonstrance : " Come on, Lola ; damn it^ come 
on, ole girl, afore the moon goes down." And on she did 
come, in front of the curtain, with a hand on that part of 
her person where gripes are said to dwell, shaking her head, 
too, in indication of pain ; but her countenance gave no 
token of sympathy. HowoTer, the farce burst prematurely 
by the aforesaid digger's inquiring *^ if she took the water 
neat?" an ironical sally that provoked a general roar, in 
which Lola most heartily joined ; and when silence was re- 
stored, she tendered this bit of advice to her kind Mends : 
"Never," said she, "eat any of your preserved Bendigo 
lobster; I tried some after the play, and only that I had the 
good luck of having a stiff spider* within reach, I was a 
gone coon. (Thunders of applause.) I cannot, therefore, 
give you the Spider dance to-night — (spasms)— but go all of 
you, and drink honest spiders to my health, and I will do 
the same towards you." The house (forgetting the disap- 
pointment) rose at her in a shout of joyous acquiescence, 
which reached an astounding climax as she returned vrith 
the postscriptive recommendation '^ to be sure and put the 
brandy in first." I did not catch a single expression of dis- 
satisfaction at this strange denoument, if it was not this 
equivocal apostrophe, delivered in a most comical tone, 

* Spider, an American drink compounded of 'brsndy and Itimonade. 
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'' Bad luck to you, Lola, if you couldn't coax tlie birds out 
o' the bushes.'* 

On another eyening, when playing the part of the Little 
Devil, a most violent thunderstorm came on, during which 
the theatre was struck with lightning, the electric fluid 
passing obliquely across the stage between Lola and an- 
other performer. There was, of course, a general shudder, 
but she alone preserved her self-possession, and when the 
dap condaded, she came forward to the foot-lights, and said, 
"^ I have played the Devil scores of times, but this is the first 
occasion on which I have been favoured with real thunder 
and lightning." She scarcely ever let- a performance pass 
OTOT Without Briring some exceUent opportmiity of intro- 
dudng parenthetical asides of one sort or another, which 
were always wonderfully relished by the audience, and &e- 
qnantly gave rise to short amusing dialogues. But Lola's 
popularity was not confined to the stage ; she was rap- 
turously received on her various excursions over the gold- 
field, all the more so from the hearty manner in which she 
received the extemporised welcomes, and the liberal way in 
which she '^ shouted" in returning the hospitality of the 
diggers. Her pluck, too, charmed the hearts of the digging 
swains, for she descended the deepest holes with as much 
nonchalance as if she was entering a boudoir. When she 
went by invitation to christen the great Victoria Eeef, there 
was an arm-chair gorgeously rigged in order that she might 
go down the shaft with comfort and security, but Lola 
spumed the effeminate accommodation indignantly, and 
thrusting her pretty foot in the noose, she laid hold of the 
rope with one hand, and with a glass of champagne in the 
other, descended amidst a wild tumult of delight. While in 
Bendigo she remained on terms of the most cordial amity 
with the entire community, without a single untoward inci- 
dent to ruffle the serenity of the intercourse, but in Ballarat 
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her career was more chequered ; that distrust was her anti- 
podean Bavaria, for she there brought her horsewhip to bear 
over the shoulders of a peccant editor, and pitched into and 
cross-buttocked a stalwart sister-actress for an omission of 
becoming respect. On the whole, I should say that Lola's 
Australian tour must have proved highly satisfactory to her, 
both as regards the enthusiastic character of her receptions 
and the lucrative result of her several engagements. 

Bendigo claims the distinction of being called the metro- 
politan gold-field, not only from the vast area of its extent, 
but from the aggregate amount of its golden harvests, and I 
think it is fairly entitled to put forward another proud claim 
for that designation in the peaceable, well-regulated, and 
respectable character of its large population. I have as 
great a dislike to comparisons as Mrs. Malaprop, but were 
I to institute one betwixt the criminal records of Bendigo 
and those of any other gold-field in Victoria, I think by that 
process of proof alone I could demonstrate the superior tone 
of morality which pervades the district. And in accounting 
for the striking contrast it affords to other digging locaUties, 
I certainly must include amongst the various conducive 
influences the effect produced by the high character of the 
public officials who have so long remained in authority there, 
— men who succeeded in preserving order and respect for the 
law in the most agitated times by the temperate judgment 
they evinced in enforcing a most arbitrary decree, and who 
have gained the good opinion of an exacting community by 
the unsuspected purity of their general conduct; yet these 
are the very men whom an early writer on Victoria, in a 
moment of spleen, characterised " as a collection of impotent, 
empty-headed boys — a burlesque on authority — ^guilty of 
partiality, falsehood, and insolence— one of whom chiselled 
bim out of lOd." But the steady promotion of these gen- 
tlemen under three successive governors, and under the 
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altered constitutional regime of tlie country, is a suffi- 
cient yindication from these gross imputations of official 
incapacity ; and as to the scandalous charge of dishonesty, 
preferred against a man of as high-toned honour as any in 
the British empire^ I have only to say that the unanimous 
verdict of public opinion in Victoria was vehemently deli- 
vered in a very emphatic monosyllable. 

I lefb Bendigo and the numerous friends and acquaint- 
ances I made there with unfeigned regret, for though I spent 
more than a year of anxious, unrequited, mental and bodily 
toil amongst them, I had my moments of enjoyment, my 
periods of pleasure, and many evidences of kindness and 
confidence which I shall always bear freshly in memory. 
And within that year what magic changes did I not witness 
in the progress and embellishment of its capital, in the 
expansion of its trade, the introduction of the various acces- 
sories to social refinement, the institution of municipal 
government, the acceleration of postal and personal com- 
munication, the march of mechanical invention in the gold- 
fields, where the impatient snorting of the high-pressure 
steam-engine had become quite a familiar sound, — changes 
quite as extraordinary in their importance and excellence as 
in their unparalleled celerity. 

In going to Melbourne I had my choice of two coaches 
which run through in the day, performing the journey in a 
style that would have excited approbation in our best days 
of four-in-hand travelling, and as I drove through Castle- 
maine, Tarradale, Malmesbury, and Kyneton, the changes 
and improvements that came under my observation were no 
less marked and marvellous than those I witnessed on Ben- 
digo. Go-ahead seemed to be the order of the day eveiy- 
where^the universal watchword, the motto of all classes, 
the stimulant in every pursuit — and the great breadth of 
country which had been enclosed and cultivated since my 
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upward jonmey, showed that the agriculturists mamtained a 
proud position in the general strife. However, on approach- 
ing the somhre precincts of the Black Forest, it was erident 
that nature in that region remained pretty mudi in its abo- 
riginal state. The macadamised road stopped short at the 
verge as if it was the frontiw of anoth^ and a savage terri- 
tory, and the coach was tipped off into a cavemoua rot with 
the same disagreeable suddaoness that a waggon of rubbish 
would be shot at the terminus of a railway embankment. 
It was then the Victorian winter of 1856, and the track was 
in a most frightfol state, the kkes and canals of liquid mud 
being of such a depth that the dangerous inequalities of the 
bottom were entirely concealed. The driver's skill was of 
no avail under such dreiimstances, for at one moment the 
coach would be canted almost to the overturning point, and 
before one could draw a fuU breath it would take a dive 
almost amounting to a somersault. In like manner the 
team was sinking and plunging alternately, the near wheeler 
sliding down into a deep mt, where he would be partly 
aswim, and the off leader the next minute going bang into a 
mud pit, leaving nothing but hia head and shoulders visible. 
We managed, notwithstanding, to get on in this topsy-turvy 
fashion for a few miles without any positive accident, com- 
forting ourselves with the idea that the last was the worst 
possible place, after which things were bound to mend. But 
we soon became awaie that there was a ^ worser'* still to 
be encountered, &om the tumult of shouting, roaring, cursing, 
and whip-cracking that caught our ears, and the scene of 
splashing, sticking, and upsetting that soon afterwards met 
our sight, all proceeding irom caravans of buUock-waggana 
and horse-drays endeavouring to puU through a quagmiie 
most appropriately called the *' Devil's Dyke." Our coaeb^ 
man, after passmg the word ^' Lode out !" urged his team into 
full speed, and charged it at a gallop, and I believe would 
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have got gaUantly over, only that we were brought to a stand 
by the falling of the near leader, when the Tehicle Boon began 
subsiding^ until the bottom became seated in the tough mud, 
and the fluid stuff rose half way up to the seats. 

It waSy as our Yankee cousins would say, ^^ pretty consi- 
derable of a fix," but our driver did not seem particularly 
disconcerted, or, if he was, he evinced it in a peculiar fuhiaUy 
for his impulse was to sing a verse of that old nautical 
ballad— 

Some love to roam 

O'er the white sea foam- 
by way, I suppose, of reconciling us to the black sludge in 
which we were so deplorably embedded. Our only alter- 
native, under the circumstances, was so evident that we all 
anticipated the appeal from the box by descending into the 
mire, and struggling hip-deep to the hard ground, and there 
by an ordinance of good luck, I was recognised by a teamster 
who had been formerly in my employment as a yard porter. 
He had a mixed load of wines, beers, and spirits, which he 
declared were " all so illigant he didn't know the one that 
carried oflf the sway » mi he urged his recommendations 
with such an hospitable earnestness that, in my draggled 
condition, I silenced all scruples of conscience by taking a 
nobbier of whisky on the score of a medical necessary. He 
over-prevailed on my fellow-passengers also "to take a 
thaw," but was grievously offended at the proffer of pay- 
ment, observing, in his involved ideas concerning the rela- 
tions of meum and tuum, " Be the powers, ye don't think 
the licker's me own, that I'd go an' commit robbery by sell- 
ing of it ?" — a refined distinction which I rather think would 
be anything but satisfactory to the consignee on discovering 
the deficiency. But this toping in transitu became so inve- 
terate a practice, that over-proof whisky degenerated into 
weak grog when the trip either turned out tedious, or was 



288 LirE IN YICTOBIA. 

attended with bad weather. And for a time the penal 
remedy of withholding the carriage on the discovery of spile 
in the cask was successfully eluded by starting a hoop, and 
re-driviug it over the peg during the last stage of the journey. 
After getting through the forest we got on a hard road, 
and reached our destination without any other let or 
hinderance. 
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CHAPTEE XVn. 

Ballarat of 1857 compared with 1853— Ballarat Emulatioii unique la its 
Way — Steam-engine domesticated — ^Beneficial Effect of the new digging 
Bnles — Great Depth and Labour of Bock sinking — Progress and Effects 
of Agriculture in the District — How Melbourne improved in fifteen 
Months — ^How the various Suburbs swelled and became beautified — 
Anomalous State of the Labour Market — High Wages, short Time, and 
a Glut — The Imposture exposed — The absurd Ideas Home Labourers and 
Mechanics imbibe on their Voyage out — How they are deluded by 
insidious Agitators — The Margin between Income and Expenditure — 
A real Glut of really industrious Labour impossible in Victoria — ^Thirty 
Thousand Chinese immigrate in the Teeth of a Poll-tax, and all find re- 
munerative Employment in a strange Land. 

ALTHOiraK I shall not entail on the reader the bore of 
another journey to Ballarat, I deem it a bounden duty to 
advert shortly to the rapid strides made by the citizens and 
diggers on that extraordinary gold-field between, say, the 
August of 1853 and that of 1857. My rough sketch of 
the locality in the former period is, I trust, still before the 
mental vision of my reader ; but I should ask him to make 
an effort of imagination analogous to the juvenile credulity 
which traced in fancy the castles and palaces conjured into 
existence by the wonderful lamp of Aladdin before taxing 
his belief as to the authenticity— could I paint it correctly — 
of the true picture of the later date. In the townships the 
chaos of ragged tents and tawdry stores vanished before the 
wand of the modem enchanter, giving place to streets and 
squares and splendid thoroughfares, marked by unbroken 
lines of grand, substantial edifices, finished often in the most 
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elaborate, but always in most attractive style of arcbitecture. 
A stranger, seeing tbe magnificence of tbe shop-fronts 
adorned with a profligate expenditure of plate-glass and 
gilding, would suppose there were crystal-flag quarries on 
the spot, and that goldbeaters' leaf was an ordinary efflo- 
rescence of the soil. This unusual magnificence, however, is 
accounted for by the fact that Ballarat emulation is unique 
of its kind, for while in other localities competition is con- 
tent with equality, it there insists upon excellence. The 
crack shop of to-day, with its greatwindow in fbur squares, 
is surpassed on ihe moxrowby: thatr of its neighboux,* in 
which a bright brass mullion* divides it in two ; and this in 
turn is shorn of^its supremacy by the crystal palace oves the 
way, where the whole is= oneunbrofken pame^; And thus it is 
in every department, internal or external, in all trades: and 
callings, from the fancy emporium to the- bedizened public- 
house, from the stately Korse-bazaar to the Coririthian 
theatre ; each new essay aims at superiority, for the limita- 
tion of ne plu8 ultra' is not reeognised.. The" idea of ^ per- 
fectibiHty finds no toleration in tiie district. Ballanii;nDw 
boasts of containing two distinct and independent munioi«- 
palities. It has* obtained an act of Parliament for ih& fbri- 
mation of a gas company; It contemplates^ an immediate 
construction of an illimitable wat^r supply"^ aoid will soon 
be brought: within! three hours of ti[ie> Befri>oaxd by its line of 
railroad. 

A parallel progress ha& been achieved in the diggingsthrough 
the instrumentality of the steam-engine^ and the operation 
of an improved code of mining regulations. GFround which 
in the earhr days was ineapable of being worked from the 
influx of water, is now quite easily managed by the aid of 
this powerful mechanicfd ally, while the disheartening ex- 
penditure of utterly profitless labour in the sinking of ram- 
dom shafts is in a great measure counteracted by the sen- 
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sib]e legislation of the looal court;, I have alr^dy described 
the old syetexn, let me.nowrglance at the new, Nowrardays, 
when a prospeoter di$cover^«a?new lead,, he gete a double- 
sized claim as- hi» inward, and. all other aubaequent parties 
rank in rotation^ The wacden, as soon a9 the diseoyery is 
duly notified, coines and formally proolaiinaithe new load, 
after which a surveyor^ elected by tibe sufirage of the 
claimants^ surveys the ground, and registers the names of tiie. 
various parties according to priority, compeUing them, to 
erect pega or posta. at. the extremities: of their daimswdtb 
thenames^ of their assooiate^ ^e oorveyoi^ is paid at the 
r&t^ of II. per claim, and in all cases of dispute about en- 
(HToaohment or otherwiaer' he is ealled upon to go down, 
examine^ and report upon l^e disagreement. A committee 
is then chosen who manage i^e* affairs. of all the registered 
claimants' along the lead. The area of daims in proclaimed 
leads is fifky«^ght feet along the gutter, aaid forty-six feet^ 
across, and' six-foot walls dividing each clinm. Forty^-six 
feet may appear an extraordinary width > across^ where gut* 
ters rarely exceed four-fbet^ but late experience has: shown 
that considerable deposits- are> frequently fimnd' in the 
pockets, or crevices: of the>ree& on either side the gutter^ 
which are supposed to have been surged- up from time to 
time by the > current or water-wave. 

According to this system leads are accurately traced, for 
Party II, if bottomed^ fitstcommunicatea the exact iarend of the 
gutter to his neighbour/ having' no interesl; (as in the olden 
law) in concealing it; and- should Party 2 be sinking wide 
of the lead in the first instance, he desists fil^mi his fruitless 
task and: commences a^ new hole in the indicated direction. 
Thus it goes on from- the first to the last^ and the gutter is 
accurately followed in all its eccentric sinuosities. But 
under no circumstances whatever (save idle neglect, of which 
it is the duty of iii& committee to take cognisance) can a 
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party be deprived of his right, no matter how the lead may 
twist and wind. Each registered party, free &om default, 
is entitled according to priority to fifty-eight feet of the 
gutter, ranking as judgments do an estate. Cases occur in 
which a number of parties amalgamate, and then the amount 
of labour, money, and material to be contributed by each is 
awarded by the committee, which is invested with the 
power of inflicting fine, or even forfeiture, in cases of per- 
sons coming late to work, or failing to briug in the amount 
of the calls agreed upon. In amalgamated claims all the 
wash-dirt is accumulated in one great heap or paddock, and 
when the gutter is thoroughly scraped or cleared out, the 
stuff is washed out under the superintendence of the com- 
mittee, and each party receives its dividend of the gold. 
This altogether is a vast improvement on the early plan, by 
which leads were constantly lost and labour fruitlessly ex- 
pended, in consequence of the isolation and jealousy of par- 
ties, who, so far from making friendly communications cal- 
culated to serve their neighbours, were actuated by selfish- 
ness, either in observing a rigid silence, or, still worse, in 
giving information calcidated to mislead. It was under this 
idea of things that the class called " Shepherds*' arose on 
the diggings, but latterly their vocation is completely gone. 
The rock working is another new and stupendous feature 
in Ballarat mining, in which the time, money, and labour 
necessary is excessive, for the sinking is of the most difficult 
kind that can well be imagined, the rock being of the hardest 
nature, without any of those seams, or fissures, common to 
sandstone or calcareous rock, so that every inch of it requires 
to be blasted or broken, and this difficulty is immensely en- 
hanced from the necessity of going down in a shaft, being 
thus, as it were, bound in all round, instead of having what 
is termed a face to the work, as in an open quarry. The 
depth of rock claims varies from 250 to 820 feet, penetrating 
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through three distinct layers of the most flinty igneous rock, 
with strata of dark tough clay between each, totally barren 
of any auriferoua deposit, which circumstance would tend to 
establish the inference, that if the gold were generated by vol- 
canic agency, the whole mineral materia was exhausted in 
the earliest eruptions. In rock claims ten parties of eight 
each generally amalgamate, and take up all their stuff through 
a single shaft, whereby a great economy of time and labour 
is obtained. In deep sinking the space awarded to each in- 
dividual is 22 feet 9 inches, which is curtailed in shallower 
ground proportionately. The size of the shafts is about 7 feet 
by 3^ feet. Three watches of eight men each take it ii^ turns 
to work in the shaft, the others being employed in cutting 
wood for firing or engine-frames, &c. &c. &c., or in con- 
structing water-tanks. Sometimes the rock is not only 
porous but cavernous, and a jumper, on receiving a blow of 
the hammer, will slip away from the hand of the holder into a 
vacant space as large as a sarcophagus. Storekeepers are 
accustomed to give supplies on credit, and make advances on 
mortgage of shares, and though those transactions are for the 
most part arranged and concluded in a loose and slovenly 
way, which would prompt dishonest borrowers to dispute 
their liabilities, I have never heard of any case where loans 
of the kind were vexatiously litigated. 

In agricultural and horticultural pursuits, Ballarat has 
also held its own in the race of competition. Yast breadths 
of land have been brought under the subjugation of the 
plough, not in the rude or fitful way which would betoken a 
fleeting emergency, but with all the best appliances of careful 
culture and all the most approved accessories of modem 
science practiced in Norfolk husbandry or East Lothian 
farming ; and, as a natural consequence, hay has subsided 
from its fabulous price of 100/. per ton to something about 
our ordinary London rates ; com has shrunk from its alle« 
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gorical resemblance to Caligula's horse-provender, and cab- 
bages, oarrots, and cauliflowers have ceased torank bs deli- 
cacies of season only within thereadi of the lucky d^er. 
Perhaps I should bejustffiedin saying that those pursuits 
for the present hate been mther overdone, not precisely ve 
regards an' over supply of produce, but ti^dng intotteeouiit 
the scale 6f comparative remuneration 'remaining to' tke 
farming proprietary. However, the rapid introduction of 
reaping and threshing^mtfu^hines, com-^evators, and other in- 
ventions for economising labour, will, it is supposed, place 
th&t industrial occupation in a sufficiently remunerative posi- 
tion to render it progressivdy attractive. 

Kfteen months' absence from Melbourne prepared me' fi»r 
a great change in the city both in' its- expansion 'and its em- 
bellishment, and my expectations, though surrounded with 
a wide margin for undejfined contingencies, ' were most^amply 
satisfied. Most of the early eyesores had been removed, and 
the disagreeabilities abated. The whole city proper -was 
under the bonds of Macadam ; flagging, fcerbing, and chan- 
nelling I found ramified even into minor- streets and: seques- 
tered alleys. The clear, bright flame of the gas-light at wide 
intervals, proving its superior brilliancy by contrast, gave 
promise of its proximate ascendancy. The gaps in the mag- 
nificent street lines were being fast fiUdd up with stately 
buildings of the most chaste and beautiful character, many 
of the mercantile stores rivalling some of our West-end club- 
houses in the ornate elegance of their finish ; the banks 
figuring conspicuously in the architectural rivalry, bent on 
outstripping each other in their grand, or florid imitations, 
as if their dividends depended on their decorations. The 
University, in a more sober but becoming style, appeared 
beautifully conspicuous on its magnificent site, elevated 
above the common level like a foimt destined to irrigate the 
metropolis with wisdom, learning, and science. The FuUrc 
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Library, too, another new institution, finely situated, chal- 
lenged my admiration ; but here the attractions consisted in 
its liberal and excellent internal arrangements and regula- 
tions, for as yet it is externally a naked, unadorned stem, 
waiting for its sculptured wings and arms. The same re- 
mark may be applied to the Parliament Houses, which I 
found bristling all round with scaffolding-poles, thronged in- 
side and out with busy workmen, toiling to have the Legis- 
lative Chambers ready for the august assemblages to be eli- 
minated from the popular chaff by the winnowing operation 
of the* new constitution. 

The "Williamstown railway was progressing rapidly to 
completion, and a new line had been commenced to St. 
Kilda, as a social convenience for the commercial Sybarites 
and their luxurious &miKes ; St. Kilda, Windsor, Brighton, 
Gardiner's Creek, and South Tarra in the «outh ; Biohmond, 
Hawthorn, Stordly Park, Kew, and Heidelberg in the 
north-east; Brunswick, Essington, and Moonee. Ponds in the 
north, all more or less beautifully situated, had grown up 
into large suburban settlements, covered with splendid re- 
sidences or charming villas, each surrounded with shrub- 
grown grounds, laid out in a lively style of landscape garden- 
ing, and formmg the most exquisite retreats for the citizens 
after their daily toil. After four o'clock each afternoon the 
thoroughfares in these various directions seemed lined as if 
by processions, from the unbroken lines of omnibuses, private 
gigs, and carriages carrying the crowds of Mammon-hunters 
to their little rural paradises ; and often as I gazed on those 
sights and reflected on the fact that twenty years before the 
country was a savage wilderness sparsely peopled with 
squalid savE^es, I could not help thinking that the old adage 
which counsels folks "to walk before they run" may be 
put on the superannuated list, at least so far as Victorian 
progress is concerned. 
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But there was one thing which strack me as anomalous, 
perhaps I should saj preposterous. This was the lounging 
crowds to be seen hanging about the labour marts and 
propping up the portals of the public-houses, whining in 
their self-imposed idleness for the want of employment, re- 
viling the colonj as the head-quarters of destitution, and 
preaching up crusades against any further immigralion 
*' until the labour-market was relieved of its plethora," or, in 
other words, until employers "were at the mercy of the 
labouring classes," who had already given a spice of what 
they would do if in the ascendant by combining to reduce 
the hours of labour to eight hours, on the pretence that the 
exhaustive nature of the climate rendered it detrimental to 
work for a longer time; but having attained this deside- 
ratum, they soon discarded the hollow pretext by proposing 
to work extra hours for extra payment. I endeavoured on 
several occasions to expostulate with these unreasoning 
grumblers, by assuring them that in the mining and rural 
districts labour was scarce, >and that in my late employment 
the ordinary daily wage was 203. per day ; that agricultural 
enterprise was in a manner arrested from the excessive rates 
caused by the scarcity of hands ; and that up-country con- 
tractors were always behind time in the completion of their 
jobs from the paucity of workmen — ^but all to no purpose. I 
might 'as well have striven to coax flies &om a treacle-butt as 
to induce those fastidious immigrants to accept a guinea a 
day in the country ; and as an illustration of this vicious pre- 
judice, I have a case in point where a friend of mine, living 
about three miles out of town, hired two house-servants at 
35Z. per annum, found in everything, who, though clamorous 
about their destitute condition, "would not go into the 
Bush," where this gentleman fixed his own residence in a 
well-settled neighbourhood. 

Yet under this state of things the public ear was stunned 
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with the appeals of the '^unemplojed,'* who oscillated be- 
tween the piteous appeal and the impudent remonstrance, 
at one moment soliciting public charitj, and in the next sel- 
fishly demanding a promise from the G-oyemment to with- 
hold all further funds for immigration purposes, which in 
effect would be blowing up the hedge that carried themselves 
from the realms of parochial relief within the reach of inde- 
pendent competence, lest struggling paupers at home should 
pass over to disturb their monopoly. Discoyering the true 
nature of these selfish complainants, I did not fiiil taunting 
them with the undeniable fact, that while at the same time 
the Mongolian immigration was so inordinate as to stagger 
the faith of its most ultra advocates, there was not an 
instance of a Chinaman begging for relief or deploring the 
want of employment. Those Celestial strangers came in 
crowds under manifold drawbacks, disadvantages, and pe- 
nalties, but, nevertheless, they quickly and noiselessly be- 
came absorbed in the general community, and found employ- 
ment for themselves in an inimical country, becoming con- 
tributors to the revenue while the British immigrants were 
subsisting on charity. 

Altogether, speaking from my own personal Qxperiencei 
there never was a hand fide glut in the Yictoria labour- 
market during my residence in the colony, for while these 
loafing crowds were hypocritically wailing for work in the 
city, the country employers on all sides were loud and 
earnest in their genuine complaints about the absolute 
scarcity of steady servants or workmen ; nor do I believe 
(now particularly as public works on an immense scale wiU 
be carried on for a series of years) that if the whole surplus 
of the truly industrial population of the British Isles were 
landed on the shores of Fort Phillip Bay within a year, they 
would either suffer from the want of employment, or reduce 
the rate of remuneration below the equitable standard which 
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should exist betwixt master and man, regalated bj the rek- 
tiye profits of the several pnrsmts. But the ground-down 
Dorsetshire labourer or the starr ed-out London mechanic, 
who in the best of times found it difficult, in their .own 
phrase, to make buckle and' tongue meet, contract the most 
extmyagant and unreasonable notions on their passage out. 
Compelled to eke out a precarious existence in the mothrar 
coantiy' on the soaiit wage caused ' by the competition of a 
reaUj over^glutted labour-market, they disdainfully reject 
offers in the colony "vfhich would not only secure them an 
abundant supply of all the comforts and 'necessaries of life 
in -food and raiment, but emble them to put by^a reserve 
fund against the rainy day, as they 'term it. Their tribunes 
in ilkljelbounie delude 'them on their landing with the* false 
doctrine, that while GJreat'Britain is the realm of aristocracy, 
Victoria must bo erected into' the 'paradise of the plebeians, 
taking for their motto " Victoria for the labouring classes," 
in imitation Of the silly 'Young -Ireland cry of "Ireland for 
the 'Irish," which 'I remember was parodied at the time by a 
war-whoop demanding "Oregon for the 0*Eegans." Ac- 
cording to this inflammatory teaching, the employer and the 
employed* are 'to change their immemorial positions, the 
former' becoming the solicitor for manual assistance, and the 
latter dictating the terms, which are to be .regulated so as to 
leave the capitalist a bare subsistenoe from the profits of his 
enterprise, while the workmen who condescend to favour 
him with their co-operation are to carry off the lion's share 
of the surplus ; a putting of the sugarloaf to stand- on its 
apex with a vengeance — ^a social revolutionary experiment 
about as feasible as the impossible gymnastic feat of mount- 
ing an unsupported ladder and then pulling it up after you, 
but one which has really been essayed in Victoria under 
the auspices of the labour-rate agitators, to the very great 
misery and suffering of their unsophisticated dupes, for 
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capital, whicli had illimitable room for most profitable invest- 
ment in useful reproductive enterprise, continued unfiruit- 
fullj accumulating in the coffers of the banks instead of 
flowing in vivifying veins through the different classes of 
the community, fostering legitimate industry, and promoting 
public and private prosperity. In a word, the capitalist 
declined employing his money on the terms, and the latter- 
day labour propagandists had to come for alms to the G-o- 
vemment instead of honestly earning an honourable inde- 
pendence. They came to the Government to complain of 
a iglut, ^principally caused, gisevcmsiyaggsaTated, and in 
reality perpetiEated,'by their own selfish,. slothful avafidous- 
neas. But while itke .British . imiaigrante'' were iiidulgiiig in 
this wailing clamour, thirty thousand Chinese immigrants, 
who had been added to the population between March, 
18i^, and March, 1857,- all settleddown into such profitable 
pursuits that one of the great outcries against^ them was that 
"they were carrying away enormous quantities of gold from 
the-colony." I repeat, therefore, that if the British immi- 
grants were more reasonable and self-reliant, we should not 
hear of a glut in the labour-market if aU our British surplus 
labourers were to be thrown on the colony within the space 
of one year. It is absolute nonsense to talk of glut in the 
teeth of combinations for short time and a minimum rate for 
unskilled labour of 10s. per day, where the necessaries of 
life, on the whole, are as moderate as in England ; for even 
admitting that bread, house-rent, and clothing are somewhat 
in excess, they are fully counterbalanced by the greater 
cheapness of other articles of consumption, so that if a man 
can subsist on 10s. per week at home, he should in Yictoria, 
even under a more liberal domestic regime, soon become a 
capitalist om a small scale. 
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CHAPTEE XVin. 

Political Agitation— State Aid to Religion— Anti-Chinese Outciy— Ex- 
tracts from my Chinese Letters, which exhibit the Question in all its 
Bearings— The fierce Controversy the Letters produced— The thorough. 
VentQation of the Subject which ensued — ^The Effect produced — ^Number 
and Value of Grold Discoveries made by the Chinese in Yictoria — ^Fiery 
Creek — Dnnolly — ^M onnt Ararat — ^Magical Growth of that Township. 

As the period approached for holding the grand general 
election under the new constitution, there was considerable 
agitation and excitement got up on some political questions, 
viz. the Land, the State Aid to Beligion, and the Chinese 
Immigration. But strange enough, the first, which from its 
intrinsic importance might have been supposed to monopo- 
lise public consideration, was completely drowned in the 
deafening din which was kept up incessantly on all sides by 
the opponents of the other two measures ; and if popular 
opinion on the subject of State aid to religion was to be in- 
ferred from the size and glare of placards, the multiplication 
of pamphlets, the countless adyertisements, and the multitu- 
dinous public meetings denunciatory of a State alliance with 
the Church, it would seem that if Parliament even decreed 
on giving the 60,000/., the act would be defeated by the 
impossibility of finding any recipients. However, on a calm 
analysis of the agitation, it appeared that the portentous 
placards were always fabricated by the same cliques, that the 
pamphlets and advertisements always emanated from the 
self-same committees, and that the public meetings were 
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always presided over by the same chairmen, and dosed by the 
same lugubrious spouters. It was the sound and fury of a 
few, but. of a few organised and drilled to agitate so per* 
sistently and incessantly, that for a little it had the semblance 
of reverberated thunder, so adroitly were the explosions 
managed. But examination dispelled the illusion; for on 
computing the different sects reluctantly assenting to the 
contemplated arrangement, it was found that their disciples 
outnumbered their opponents by at least twenty to one. In 
jBwjt, the whole row was got up by a few thin sects — Unita- 
rians, Independents, and Little Bethelites — who are confined 
to towns and cities, where voluntary funds are easily col- 
lected; whereas the Protestants, Catholics, Presbyterians, 
and "Wesleyans, who constitute the great migratory popula- 
tion in the interior, could never be induced to build churches 
and endow ministries, changing their abodes as they do 
a dozen times in each year, and perhaps leaving a nice new 
chapel-of-ease and its prim minister without a single member 
of his congregation in the announcement of a new rush. It 
was under these circumstances, and not from inherent love 
of the system, that State aid to religion has, for the present, 
been adopted in Victoria, but on the understanding that it 
should be rescinded as the country became settled; and 
latterly a period has been assigned to the institution, under 
a bill introduced by the late Attorney- General, Mr. Michie. 
The anti- Chinese clamour, if not quite so loud, was much 
more ominous, for it was the emanation of preponderating 
numbers, principally composed of the digging population, 
who, zealous in any undertaking they set about, assumed a 
most uncompromising tone on this question ; for they not 
only demanded the prohibition of any further Mongolian 
immigration, but absolutely went the length of insisting on 
the extrusion of those already in the colony. There was a 
vast deal of violent declamation on the subject. The local 
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journals in ihe interest of the diggers had no altematiTB 
but follow suit, and even the metropolitan presa began to 
indicate a diqiontion of' falling in with this- unjust and im^ 
politic feeling, when I T«ntnred. to take tiie^ifield as the ad- 
voeate of these persecuted people, in a newspaper coire- 
spondence, which soon brought swarmff of hornets aboui; mj 
ears. I will now reproduce some extracts from those pub"- 
lished letters, because there is nothing li could write anew 
that would conrey so dear an- imdemtanding of the Chinese 
caae, which forms so important a fiBatore in Yictorian annals. 
I could not .properly pass it oven My. first letter I giy^e in 
eatensa: 

CHINESE OR NO CHINESE P THAT IS THE QPJISTION. 

To the EdtUor-f^Hm Atgvti 

Sib, — ^After twelve months' simmenng, the Chinese question again 
threatens to boil oyer, and this time— in onlinary phraaeology-^it 
looks as if the fat would be fairly in the fire, if one were to argue 
from the magnitude of the Moi^lian irruption, and the fierce an- 
tagonistic clamour of our patriots and moralists. The prevention-tax 
served as a temporary damper, but the flame seems not only to have 
^thered strength by repression, but to be absolutely "breaking out 
m fresh places," suggestive of a capital ironical piotiure for our mend 
Punch of King Bomba endeavouring to quench Vesuvius with a wet 
blanket, and the lava- venting itself in new craters, to the great 
affnght of his devoted subjects. 

luippily our brother colonists are alarmed without any just cause. 
Their own disordered imagination* have merely coniured up a leeion 
of ghosts, and they shiver and shake at the unreal phantoms- of taeir 
own creation. I have no doubt, however, but that the monomania 
will speedily yield to the cooling influences of inquiry and investiga- 
tion, and that right and reason will dethrone the insane prejudioes 
which exist regarding the Chinese family. 

That these prejufices tzJce root in nonest conviction I am fuUy 
satisfied, but there is such a thing as mistaken conviction, which we 
all know is often blind, and always obstinate ; nor is it to be wondered 
at in this instance, fed and fomented as it is with all sorts of gross 
aeandal and ingenious misrepresentation. It is- proclaimed! "ti^ 
they (the Chinese^ are cruel to ferocity, vicious below the depths of 
depravity, cheats oy profession, treacherous bv instinct, and u^ly to a 
degree ;'' there i3 no custom too abominable, no imputation, too 
fabulous to tax them with. But the strangest part of the matter is, 
that the existence of all those attributes and appurtenances is taken 
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for granted ; there is no proof asked, no dononstration re(]pred — it 
is a faithful reproduction of the summary precedent of " givmg a dog 
a bad:name and immediatdy hanging him," renunding me of the olden 
system of trial for witchcraft, where the. accused hag was tied neek 
and heels, and thrown into a river : if ^ happened to float, she was 
adjudged- guilty, taken out, and^bumed for a witohr— if she sank, she 
was pronounced innocent, but drowned. 

It is to be hoped, however, that those ancestral usages will not be 
resuscitated in the present day, particularly amongst a people who are 
ambitious of making a fresh start in the sdence of govemment, and 
of initiating new and patent systems of dyihsation. . We must not 
condemn tne Celestials without a < fair trial, lest in. doing them an 
injustice we may do ourselves an injury— 4;hus falling into the blind 
error of the English farmers, who, onoe upon a time, carried on an 
unthinking exterminatinje^ crusade ajndnst the unconscious rooks, until 
there was scarce material for a pie left on the entire island : but 
batter exp^ence brought about sincere repentance, and the direct 
descendants of diose sable martvrs are now the privileged pets and 
favourite companions of the ruthless ploughman. 

Let us then, I repeat, before plaeing the ban upon the suspected 
Chinese, have i!hem properly arraigned,, and deUberatelv tried, and 
should the anti-«gitators make out their c»e, why, in.Goa's name, let 
ufi keep them out, viei armis, by taxes and railway yokes — if we 
can; but if, as I believe, the calendar of. accusations will fade before 
inquiry; and resolve itself into moonshine, it would, in my humble 
opinion, be a- crying injustice and wilful, stupidity to oppose any let 
or hinderanee to their advent and settlement'. " Nature," we are told, 
''abhors a vacuum;" and if I mi^t be permitted to make a meta- 
phorical use of a soientiflo axiom, 1- would' venture to pophesy that 
she will assert that law with regard to this. country without awaiting 
the ooneootionof the pet projeets of 'Our fastidious immigratiomsts ; in 
fact, it looks like at special ordinance- of Providence that the peni>-up 
hordes of that Bason empire should find, a wide field for their ener^- 
gies in the illimitaole regions of our. vaeuat tenitory, and a light in 
our Christian temples, whereby they may emerge from the dark 
abysses of- iguorance and idolatry. 

it is objected "that if the dmneae ore allowed free in^ss, they 
will outnumber and enslave us«" I scarce credited this- oQeotion as 
serious when I first saw it in print* I fancied it sounded hollow, as 
I read it over aloud. I scrutinised it doseiy, to assure myself that 
it was not " a wooden nutmeg," before I commenced grating it, but 
it proved a true bill.. The writer, gravely stated his conviction '' that 
we should be outnumbered, and enslaved," &o., and proceeded to 
enounce many grave statistical {jrophedes therefrom. Outnumber 
and enslave ! I thought over again. What manner of man can this 
soothsayer be, who seriously entertains such portentous apprehen- 
sions? He must surely be some Bush-bom sheep-tickler, whose 
Anglo-Saxon blood is deeply diluted — whose nature nas undergone a 
sympathetioal transmutation by constant feeding on muttonr«-some 
Australian Tytirus playing on. lus black pipe *^ sub tegmine fagi^^ 



304 LIFE IN TICTOEIA. 

and ima^;imng that he and his half-dozen shepherds constitute the 
oommumty. 

If a craven fear of numbers existed in British bosoms, the British 
dominions would still be confined to her sea-girt isles, and British 
patriots would never have revelled in that glorious figure of speech 
about '' the never-setting sun." If Clive and Warren Hastings cal- 
culated aocordinjg to Cocker, and were ^ded by arithmetical rules, 
I should be curious to know what would have been the fate of our 
great Indian empire, and I believe that it will be admitted that a 
stalwart sheik, bristling all over with deadly weapons, and brave and 
skilful in the use of them, is fully as dangerous an opponent as a 
petticoated Chinese, whose most familiar drill is in the use of the 
chopsticks. Yet a comparative handful of men subdued those sheiks 
and the other warlike tribes of the Indian peninsulas, conquered 
them on their own battle-grounds, dethroned tlieir monarchs in their 
midst, alienated the lands of their fathers, carried off their treasure 
before their eyes, and made them swear fealty to a forei^ potentate 
on their sacred altars, and before the ^m gods of their idolatry. A 
small minority still holds them in subjection, while the markets and 
produce of that country constitute one of the magical mainstays of 
British power and prosperity. 

Yet, in the teeth of such results, we are called on to shiver and 
quake lest we should be outnumbered and enslaved b^ a peaceful 
people, who have never evinced any bellicose propensities, nor ex- 
nibited any ambition for territorial aggrandisement — a people who, 
while counting their population by hundreds of millions, succumbed 
to a few thousand soldiers and sailors, on their own dunghill, and 
bought off their subjugation bv concessions of free trade and con- 
signments of Sycee silver. Tne poor fellows who venture to our 
shores certainly have little that I can see of the slave-driver in their 
aspects. There is no filibustering air about them, in my mind, to 
give rise to apprehensions of annexation and captivity. They come 
amongst us in a timid, modest mien, with the consciousness stamped 
upon their countenances that they come on sufferance. They do not 
hang about street-comers and labour-depdts in idle expectation, but 
truoge off, single-file, to gold-fields. They work there quietly and 
unobtrusively, unless when pounced upon Dy some hungry digging- 
wolf, on the plea that they "are muddying the water, althou^ 
drinkin? below him on the stream.'' They uncomplainingly permit 
themsehres to be huddled into narrow folds, restricted from ordinary 
social intercourse, but compensated by a shred of civil liberty, which 
leaves them^^^ to spend their earnings amongst storekeepers and 
tradesmen. They are content with a modest competence, and when 
they acquire it, they betray their wicked designs of supremacy by 
silently leaving the country. Boshl bosh! rosh! It is just as 
likely that we shall be outnumbered and enslaved by Dr. Emblinfifs 
prot^&, the llamas, as that we shall be thrashed into thraldom by 
the pigtails of the harmless Chinese. 

What, I beg leave to ask, is one of the stimulating causes of 
Chinese emigration F Why, it is absolutely their fear and detestation 
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of thraldom. We send missionaries and propagandists amon^t 
them, who indoctrinate them with the spirit of freedom ; and bemg 
too weak to achieve it at home, they seek to enjoy it abroad. Yet 
we, who have been instrumental in raising the standard of liberty 
amongst them, not only refuse to receive them as recruits, but spurn 
them as inferior beings. The simile may not, in lawyers' slang, be 
exactly on all fours, but it bears some remote analogy to the sport of 
slipping ferrets into a warren, and knocking the poor rabbits on the 
head as they scamper from their holes. 

Yet the very purblind patriots who join in the cruel pastime^ de- 
scant in terms of inflatea eloquence aoout the teeming resources of 
Aui^tralia. We have, quoth tney, '* varieties of soil and climate to 
produce tea, coffee, sugar, cotton, cinnamon, indigo, and grapes." So 
say I, too, but those articles will not "grow spontaneous'^ like the 
flowers and posies in the celebrated "Groves of Blarney." They 
require a prodi^ous amount of culture and manipulation, and unless 
that manipulation can be obtained on terms which only coexist with 
over-abounding labour, I think I would be justified in quoting with 
reference to our tea and sugar prospects the communication of an 
Irish priest to his poor flock on the approach of Lent — "The Pope, 
in his care and benevolence, has given you all leave to eat meat ; but 
God Almicfhty help you, my dear brethren, where are you to get it ?" 
There is this difference, however, in the parallel, that the Irish had 
neither tlie hopes nor the means of obtainmg the meat ; whereas the 
Victorians have only to throw open their gates to secure troops of 
Chinese labourers — ^yes, I repeat, troops of labourers for the culture 
of those plants and the makmg of railways as well. 

It is a most mistaken idea to run away with that Chinamen only 
leave home for the purpose of digging gold, and then only on the 
terms of returning. Long before gold was discovered either in Cali- 
fornia or Australia, the Chinese commenced emigratin|^ to the nume- 
rous islands in the Indian archipelago and to the British settlements 
in India, some even finding their way to Sydney and Adelaide. I was 
in California when they first began crowding there, but few in the 
early days of digging thought of going to tne gold-fields, they pre- 
ferred settling m San Francisco and the other cities, where they 
worked as lal:^urers and mechanics, some of the wealthier embarking 
in trade and business. And I well remember that some amongst the 
best restaurants in the younger days of San Erancisco and Sacra- 
mento were kept by Chinese. However, a similar spirit of narrow 
jealousy was manifested towards them in that country then as there 
IS here now, which checked — I may say arrested — that wide develop- 
ment of their genius and adaptability which I had afterwards an 
opportunity of witnessing with surprise and pleasure in the Sand- 
wich Islands. 

There the;^ were perfectly unrestricted, and accorded the same full 
privileges with all other foreigners, and the consequence was they 
quickly assumed a respectable position in the social, commercial, and 
agricultural grades. They kept shops and stores, hotels and restau- 
rants, and attracted their fair share of Christian custom. There was 

TOL. II. I 
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no tnule or handioiaft imrepiesMited bj their aitiaans^ and ihoe was 
no work turned oat of hmd k moie tradesmaiilike stjia In gar- 
dening and agrioultnre they irare eqnattj aealooa and sncoesafa), nor 
did WSJ iomw those pnnnits in the ntfid, deanltory maBner of a 
Tagrant lao^ but snUh tho steaify indostrj of a thriving, setthnr 
neople, mizing and intennanying, amroimded hf their wives ana 
ramiliws and showing that they were neither innttentEve nor mnm- 
jHTOved bj the snnoiindmg infimooes of cnrilisatifmj nor inaocessibie 
to the irradiation of divine truth. 

It is now SQone jeacs sinoe I regretfaUy kft thoee emerald gems of 
•the Facifio^ and I have not heard any timngs o£ their bebg overmn, 
of the KanakaB ben^ enahwred, or of aXartar monan^ having vsarped 
the coral throne of mj late bnmdy-teviag acqnaistanoe "King Karae- 
hamehi^ and if those httle ** mole-hills^ so oonqniativelj eontigaoiis^ 
and so impotent to resist invasion, have not heen **erowded ont or 
(^wed 1^^' hj the Gdestial locpsta, for the life of me I am nnafale to 
discover anj imminimt danger impending over oor leviathan ''moan- 
tain" at the other end of the ^pbe. 

There is nndi more to be said on this snbjeety and more obfeetions 
to be dealt with ; but, as I feel I have alreaoy trespassed at too great 
length, I diall postpone the eonajderatkai to soase other ndnj daj. 

I am. Sir, joor obedient servant, 

MeUxmme, lat of Jaljp 1856. 

This letter literally produced a bristiisg "jruali*' of cor- 
respondeiita to the differoit joucnnLs in town mod oon&trj 
eager to impale me on their pens, attributing every descrip- 
tion of motive for mj Chinese advocaeji and auggeating 
firesh argoments for thenr exdnsion, one of which, '^ that even 
if we admit the Ghineae the colony will not dsom any 
benefit from Aem/' I answered as foIlowB : 

This I will simply designate a metropolitan falla^, a purely Mel- 
bourne or Greelong idea, manifestly emanating from spnoe eitiEeB^i 
who are sabhniely ignorant of the tme state S£ affsdrs at the diffisreat 
gold-fields, whose only experience of the Tartar fuaily i% seeing an 
elonjgated string of horizontal poles with pendants mounted on loeo- 
XDotive bine cahco petticoats, whidi waddle along the stieets sinf^ 
file, neitiier looking to the right nor the left, nor appeadng to eviaoe 
any interest in an^hing, seeming equally devoid of taste or appetite 
and without as much as the jingle oc a coin in their loose gannent»^ 
quaint enough laim^ by the way-— of which thej are supposed to 
brin^ an out£t suffieieut for their sojourn, living the while on k^ ^ 
noilui^ and no turnips, or so many grains of rice per dien^ and oi4r 
deviating from, this primitive regunen on certain pi^SM ietH^^ 
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when rats and their udinial enemies are superadded to their meagre 
caste by special Celestial dispensation. 

I shoula like to accompany any ^tkman eotertainmg those xlbso- 
phisticated ideas to any digging capital — Sandhurst for instance— on a 
market-day, as I feel satisfied (xmlar demonstration would quickly alter 
his opinions* In Pall-Mall, on Saturdays, he would find himself droned 
and jammed among swarms of those miinrepresented strangers, now 
strangely metamorphosed in their British costumes^ still swaying 
along, not ^' under bare poles/' but under prodigious loads of tluB 
necessaries and luxuries of life, sdeeted, too, only with referenee to 
theur excellence. He will presently Jostle against other groups ''out 
of harness,'' some laden witn bales or wearing apparel; some eanyii^ 
a bundle of boots and shoes in the right hand, balanced by a fLoA. of 
screaming fowl in the left ; o<^rs curiously fringed round with fitsli 
fish from the Loddon or Campaspie, attended by a flanking party taste- 
folly deoorated with fruit, eggs^ and rare yegetables ; a few may be 
met enyeloped in sides of fresh pork, after the shepherd's plaid 
fashion ; and a still more sdiect few can be descried shooldermg cases 
of wine or brandy. Looking iuto a store, he would find Chinese ous- 
tomers oecupying the countm from end to end.^ Peeping into a gold- 
broker's, he would fancy he was in Pekin, visiting a oank ; he is stS^l 
confronted with this " outnumbering and enslaring" raee ; in ftiet> 
he will finally diseorer that the only place of refuge for a f reebom 
Briton, the only comer where ciyilisation has elbow-room or breaOi- 
ing-space, is in the bars of the numerous publics, where those poor 
benighted people are never to be found. After the day's business is 
over, ask a stwc^eeper his opinion of the Chinese, and he will tell you 
" they are his best and steadiest customers, and that without them 
trade would languish and recede." Inquire of the panting gcAd- 
broker as to the quantity of gold they dig and bring to market, and 
you would scarcely believe your ears. Go to the magistrate for a 
statistical register of their crimes and atrocities, the return will be 
nulla bona. And, lastly, consult the Protector as to the exact nature 
of their barbarous vices, and he will shake his head, smile, and hand 
you in their behalf 200/. towards a Christian charity. This is no 
overdrawn, highly-coloured sketch, got up^ as an aid to my arguments, 
but one drawn irom long and actnaTexpaience, which I make bold to 
say win bear the test of dose scrutiny in its various details : but I 
wul not let my citizen companion rest just yet. 

Go we on to the gold-fielas : there we wiufind them either in small 
isolated parties, re-washing stuff which had been reUnquished as use- 
less, and extracting sold which, but for their patient perseverance^ 
would have remained immemonally buried, or we will come across 
them in settled crowds, energetically and cheerfully occupied in gullies 
previously abandoned as worked out by the British digger, for they 
seem to feel as if they were intruders, and appear desirous of avoiding 
even the shadow of offence, content, as it were, with the crumbs of 
the rich repast which would otherwise be indubitably trampled under 
foot and lost. We will also discover several dninese puddling- 
machines, for they have latterly commenced in those rare specimens 

x2 
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of science and art; but here again they betray the same modest, 
timid spirit of ambition, treating only for those aecaying £rom desue- 
tude, ready to fall asunder like the bleached skeletons of dead oxen, 
and only partially held together by the paste and posters with which 
they are repeatedly coated over, advertising the surpassing disinte- 
restedness of theur proprietors in leaying "certain fortunes" and 
" splendid opportunities " to their lucky successors. Yet Chinamen, 
purchasing such machmes, which their original owners told me over 
and over again they lost hundreds by, invariaplT persevere and prosper. 
Aj, prosper on the very site where the Britisn puddler sank and lost 
his capital. Yet the routine is precisely the same, and the washing- 
stuff carted from the same neighbourhood. How is this to be ac- 
counted for? my companion wifi naturally ask. Simply, I reply, by 
moderate contentment, steady perseverance, and unswerving sobrietj. 
This is now an acknowledged, a patent fact. But formerly, if you 
sought a solution of the puzzle, a polished gentleman £rom '' the 
other side " would exclaim, " They live upon rice, and all they get is 
tlieir gain." I shall just now content myself with one windi^-up 
reply as to " uselessness of the Chinese in the colony :" that they con- 
tribute much beyond their numerical proportion to the present escort 
returns, and that while most articles of general consumption have 
gradually receded towards their intrinsic value, the edibles and 
esculents in favour among the Chinese stiU command what I would 
call a famine figure, showing that price wiU not deter them from 
enjoyment, and that they are not properly obnoxious to the question 
whi^ forms the text of my letter. 

I remain. Sir, your obedient servant, 

William Kelly. 
Melbourne, July 14, 1856. 



To ike Editor qf the Argut. 

Sib, — ^My last letter ran so far beyond its intended limits, I omitted 
noticing some other characteristics of the Chinese which go to confute 
the idea of their uselcdsness, and to prove that — free fiom despotic 
restraints — they are imbued with an active and proper spirit of pro- 
gressive ambition, altogether incompatible with the barbaric attributes 
charged against them — a spirit which, if encouraged, would quickly 
ripen into a material element of Australian advancement. 

Chinese arrive in Melbourne with limited kits, and more limited 
means. In the great majority of cases they trudge off at once to the 
diggings in their Oriental pattens. I have seen them there often after 
arriving in a state of crippled exhaustion, quite as wasted and helpless 
as a flock of woodcocks uter their flight across the Northern Ocean ; 
but they soon pluck up, and go to worL They quickly kick off their 
native shoes, and once their origmal garments are worn out, the 
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fashion is discarded for the Enropean garb, althongh there are lots of 
tailors and shoemakers among them to reproduce both if they chose, 

I have already shown that they do not practise self-denial at their 
boards and as a proof that they are equally liberal in their personal 
expenses, I have only to state that it is remarked that the omnibuses 
and public conveyances which ply about Sandhurst and in the Bendigo 
district are largely patronised by Chinese ; in fact, it would be ss3e 
to wager, as one of tnese vehicles is approaching, that one-third of the 
passengers are of Celestial oridn. Tne same average, I am satisfied, 
would DC tolerably correct with regard to the coaches running to Mel- 
bourne. I know I have been several times up and down the line, and 
on every occasion I had from three to six Chinese fellow-passen^rs. 
On one of the journeys, occupying the box-seat, the driver callea my 
attention to the circumstance " that while we frequently passed parties 
of European diggers on their way to the town, toiling along under 
heavy swags, we never saw one solitary instance of Chinamen retum- 
inff on foot ;" and such, he informed me, is invariably the case. 

In and about Bendigo it is no uncommon thing to see a well- 
mounted Chinaman cantering along as much at his ease as a Melto- 
nian, and it is quite an every-hour-in-the-day aflFair to meet them 
driving in gigs, tax-carts, and American buggies — whether on business 
or pleasure I was never curious enough to inquire, though I strongly 
suspect they generally practise some maxim analogous to that whicn 
Sam Weller ascribes to the king, " before he murdered the babies." 
But their imitativeness does not stop here, for, even unaccustomed as 
thev are to the occupation, we find them engaged in the carrying 
trade, and gradually ''drawing ahead," with their usual success. They 
have already several teams on the road, the worst of which is far 
above the general run, while some are appointed in a style that would 
reflect credit on an hereditarv waggoner, although it is a calling in 
which they had neither the aavantage of traditional training nor early 
practical experience, — ^furnishing another, though feeble, ulustr^tion 
of what their intuitive faculties are equal to if carefully developed. 

I have had several conversations with English-speaking Chinese, 
and to my inquiries as to why they did not engaee in agricultural 
pursuits or seek emplovment as labourers, they quiddy ancf naturally 
replied in effect as follows : " You find it very difficult to get land 
vourselves ; then why wonder that we are without it. If we bought 
land it would be to settie for life, when we should bring our wives 
and families ; but we don't think that would be safe or prudent jus t 
yet, while it is uncertain what laws may be made concerning us. We 
are very anxious for the time to come when we can own fields and 
gardens ; but even now we have purchased some Crown grants ;" of 
tne truth of which latter statement I have since had ocular demon- 
stration* As to labour, " We would be glad to work much under the 
current rates, but we don't wish to create an outcry and jealousy in 
addition to the bad feeling already existing against us : we could earn 
more, as a general thing, bv the wages of trwle and labour than we 
do at diggmg; but we will continue as we are until we see farther. 
There is one thing, however^ we will never do — ^that is, to work on 
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public roads as state labourers : we witt leare the oountrv alto^ther 
nrst" Of the general truth of these statements I have nad circum- 
stantial corroboration from mv previous experience dsewhere. 

I will only notice one otner statement, which is the loose and 
reiterated assertion that they onlv leave home for the purpose of gold- 
digging. If such be the case — ^ii gold-digging be their all-disorhing 
passion and pursuit — ^why did they not in 1852 (when 1 was in the 
Sandwich Islands) go to California in preference to Hawaii, haviBjg 
at that time much more frequent and cheaper opportunities ? CaU- 
fomia was then in the zenith of its ^lory, the gold-Md jwr excellence 
of the world, where numbers of their coontiymen were accumulating 
fortunes, wHle Hawaii was in almost a state of nature, remarkable 
only for the produce of cocoa-nuts and powee. Yet the Chinese were 
insensible to the allurements of the "attractive metal," choosing 
rather to cast their lot among the primitive inhabitants of these 
seguestered islands. 

That there are hosts of bad and dangerous charadters to be found 
among the four hundred millions of Chinese, I will not for a moment 
deny, — where is the country without them ? — ^but I have reason to 
know that the Chinese traders and leading men concerned and assist- 
ing in the emigration take care to reject all bad and suspicious char 
racters, for two good and sufficient reasons — ^firstly, because it would 
not be for their personal interest to employ such people ; and secondly, 
because if the;^ brought them their crimes might beget a well-grounded 
instead of an illusory objection to their settlement, which latter evil 
they hope time and experience will dispel. For the present, I will 
conclude by applying to Chinese immigration the remark of the great 
Father O'Leary, who, when asked his reason for upholding the exist- 
ence of Purgatory, replied, " You may go farther and fare worse." 

I remain, your obedient servant, 

Melbourne, July 21, 1856. William Killt. 



To the Editor oftbe Argut. 

Sib, — ^As most of your anti-X/hinese correspondents bring my name 
into their lucubrations, I must review them shortly, lest my silence 
should be construed into a retreat from the field of diseussicm. 

" F. S.," whose missile either hung fire or was back-dated to the 
28th of July, in order to show his readiness at reply, begins as usual 
with a skin-creeping calendar of atrocities, compounded of battle, 
murder, sudden death, ladrones, stinkpots, and fireballs, in the 
te^on of Hong-Konff, niurated in a tumultuous throng, without 
waiting to draw breath, dthex in commas, semicolons, or full stops. 
But I beg 'Jeave, once for all, to tell him, and all others whom it may 
poncem, that I am not the prose laureate of the vagabonds and pro- 
stitutes of Hong-Kong or Canton. I simply praise the Chinese as I 
find and have found them. When I mix myself up with the "con- 
centrated essence of the scum of Chma," as he admits he has exclu« 
siv^, I dare say I may become familiar with other phases of Chinese 
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cbamdier. Dickens or Mft^hev vithin the precincts of London can 
take you for a shilling fare into teemine haunts of the direst infamy 
and crime, notwitibUuiding thai for half a oentaiy all oonyictea " 
British criminals have been transported to the antipooes. Is it to be 
wondered at then, in the moat populous empire on earth, where the 
good and the bad have been pent-up for thousands of jears, that we 
aiiould find deplorable specimens of human nature in some of its 
outside comers — foul spots, like a cutaneous eruption, driven to the 
surface by the stren^ and soundness of the constitution P or, is it 
to be wondMored at if some lingering reminiscences of British war 
cruelties, and British peace pretensions, should now and then find 
vent in sudden ^ts of retaltation ? It is expecting too much of the 
Chinese— it is mvestin^ them with a pagan virtue transcending our 
brightest tjpe of Ghristiui charity-— to suppose them capable, not 
only of foigiving; but cherishing their uimrovoked cpemies, 

T. S. mav famish us with periodical catalogues of Ohinese 
erimes and misdemeanonrs in distant countries, but until he shows by 
a solitaiT instance that the immigrants carry the infection with tiiem, 
he will fail to make out a case to go to a jury. British justice must 
squint most horribly before she can visit the peaceable Ghiiwse here 
with penalties for the sins of their depraved brethren elsewhere. 
'*P. S." winds up with the complacent assumption, ^that he trusts 
he has given sumcient reasons /or our Ckmneil framing a law to meet 
the evils complained of^" which is certainlj endowing our Victorian 
Legislature with a cosmopolitan ktitude of prerogative, inasmuch as 
it presupposes them entitled to enact pains and penalties for the 
throwing of stinkpots and fireballs in Canton and Hong-Kong. If he 
is resolutely bent on making out a case, he should import an assorted 
cargo of ''the concentrated essence of the scum of China;" and per- 
haps, with large doses judiciously administered, he might produce an 
aperient effect on the costive habits of our legidators. 

I feel convinced, however, that our future Parliament, instead of 
increasing Chinese taxation, will remove all Chinese disabilities, and 
leave them perfectly free to come and go, like all other tribes and 
laees who may choose to visit or settle among us. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

WiLLUJC Keixt. 

Saturday Evening, 16th August, 1856. 



To tie Ed^itor ^tfte Argu$. 

Sjoi, — ^The hero of " Used Up" climbed Vesuvius, looked into the 
ccater, and " saw nothing in it." " Austral " conned over the Jrgw, 
read my first letter, and discovered a similar va(nutj[, but by a Strang 
obliquity of vision he saw in my second that which it did not contam, 
vis. a gross and unjustifiable attack (m onr "industrial classes," and 
a desire to degrade them into "grovelling slaves," by swamping them 
with Chinese. It is a bad cause which must be sustained by mis- 
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Tepresentation. If he were a candid advocate he would qaote the 
passage. 

''Austral" may vent his virtuous indignation on pagan immigrants^, 
and talk magniloquently about the admixture of races, but it is all 
vos etpraterea m^'^— colonially translated, "gas and gaiters." Th& 
present system is vicious, and must be amended, let the remedy b& 
what it may. It would be beyond the limits of humbug to think of a 
jaunty '' gent" coming into a place of business and accosting the pro- 
prietor thus : " If jou want a han(^ I would not mind takmg a job 
for a spell ; but, mmd you, I don't like damp feet, and must knock off 
for smoking now and then." Proprietor, submissively : '' WeU, sir, 
I am sorry to say I have no vacancy just now here, but my brother 
up at Kilmore has some fencing and trenching to do, and would g^ve 
you the current wages — paying your expenses up." Gent, turning 
on his heel, "Oh, thank you for nothing, mate. I am not a-going^ 
up to the Bush — it's a purty rascally country to come out sixteen 
thousand miles to, where a cove can't get a dars work unless he goes 
to live with 'possums and laughing jackasses.'' We are not exactly 
come to this pitch yet, but if Chmese are kept out, and other racea 
won't come, I think such a social revolution may be fairly expected* 
Independence is a fine attribute in man — ^a glorious element in a com- 
mumty; but if carried to excess it won't work — ^it will "o'erleap 
itself, and fall on t'other side." 

"Austral" will have it that Singapore is China, and that we are to 
jud^ of the Chinese by the Tartar vagabonds there. He might as 
well say that Terra del Fuego is Chili, and that we are to estimate 
Chilians by the conduct of the convicts they drive into banishment 
along the Straits of Magellan. He rakes together all the crimes and 
vices of every branch of the great Asiatic family, and heaps them on 
the shoulders of the Chinese. If a Lascar crew murders a Britbh 
captain and his officers, he exclaims, " the bloodthirsty Chinese !" 
If a gang of Malay scoundrels cut throats and bum houses, who 
could commit such atrocities but the Chinese ! If a nest of Borneo 
pirates board, plunder, and scuttle a merchantman, of course the 
ocean highwaymen were none others than Chinese ! This eccentri(^ 
style of arraignment is somewhat on a par with the conduct of one 
obstinate juryman, who held out for a verdict of manslaughter — ^not, 
he admitted, because he thought the prisoner guilty, but because 
he knew it was his brother who stole a grey horse from him a year 
before. 

Having done so over and over again, I will now only briefly notice 
a few of what no doubt "A Digger" conceives are his impregnable 
positions, one of which is " that the Chinese do not settle here" — just 
as likely that a fish would jump out of its element and settle in hot 
water, or that the nigger-boy would accept the invitation of the 
shark 'Ho come in out of the wet," or that a dog would settle in a 
kitchen where the cook unceremoniously helps him to scalding broth, 
or that a burnt child would settle down by we fire, or that we stag 
from Circular Head will turn round to-morrow and attempt to frater- 
nise with the hounds. Although the Chinese may be callea bof badans. 
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tbey are not vegetables ; tbey have at least animal instincts, which 
teach them to avoid their persecutors, so that it is radically irrational 
to expect them to settle amongst us until we abrogate our unjust 
laws and extirpate our ill-grounded prejudice. 

As to their general interference with the digging community, I 
have before shown that the principal sphere of their operations is in 
the deserted gpld-fields ; that they rarSy, if ever, join in a new rush, 
and, if I am rightly informed, there is not at this moment among the 
tens of thousands on the celebrated field of Dunolly one per cent, of 
Chinese. As to their contributions to the aggregate wealth of the 
colony, T confidently appeal to the gold-brokers on the various gold- 
fields, while I think their love or respect for law and order is abun- 
dantly evident from the infrequency of their appearance before our 
public tribunals. 

I do not want to make out the Chinese to be angels : like other 
races, they have good and bad amongst them. I wul even go the 
length of admitting they have more than their due proportion of the 
latter ; but as yet we seem to have imported only the more favourable 
sample, or if they have been shipped at Singapore or Hong-Kong as 
unmitigated rascals, like wine they have been purified and improved 
by the sea voyage, and have even surpassed their exemplars m this 
country by their respect for the law and social order — at least, so say 
our public records. The Chinese may well laugh to scorn the national 
cant about British justice and the glorious freedom of British insti- 
tutions — they got a pretty sample of the former in our Chinese war, 
when we made violent entry into their kingdom to force a contraband 
poison on their markets, and because they prove to be good customers 
we turn round and revile them as opium-eaters— a profane version of 
''the putting o| the cup into Benjamin's sack, and then accusing him 
of theft." Next we demonstrate the free nature of our institutions 
by slamming the door in their face when they venture to solicit 
peaceable admittance in our premises. When we send another Earl 
Macartney to the Celestial Emperor to solicit the privileges of free 
trade and intercourse " with his enlightened subjects," I have no 
doubt politicians will be found to inveigh against his barbaric preju- 
dices for not throwing open the portals of his empire to our people 
with recollections like above rankling in his bosom. 

I will take occasion here to remark on another imputation against 
the Chinese — yiz, " that they hoard their gold here in order to ^ and 
live in luxury at home." Now, any one who knows a scintilla of 
their history must laugh at such ignorance. All writers who had the 
entr^ to China concur in saying that there are no trades of society 
there— only the governors and the governed ; and that when any of 
the latter acquire wealth they must neither avow nor exhibit it lest a 
mandarin should confiscate it on some frivolous pretext of an in- 
frm^ment of the sumptuary laws. Staunton says, " The industrious 
live in ' constant apprehension, and feel the natural chagrin and dis- 
satisfaction arising from such a state of insecurity." Sir Archibald 
Alison, in his able work on the Laws of Population, confirms this 
view, so that it is not much to be wondered at if industrious Chinese 
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should desire to escape from such a state of sooetj, and I ha^e bo 
doabt in mr mind that if they were once assnied of obtainiBg the 
pdvileges of other settlers here^ their gold would qoicfclj find its way 
into the general cif culati<ML 

I don't stand up for a Chinese popdatioii in peference to a Euro- 
pean. Europeans are aware that we possess gold and other minerals^ 
that we have a fiue climate and a fertue soil, but still they don't seism 
inclined to come, so that the question i^pears to resolve itself into 
this : if the Europeans will not come, the Chinese are forbidden, to 
oome, and that we determine to wait for a population tern the alow 
and decorous mode of connubial procreation, we may whisUe for an 
agricultural development, while it will be even bettmg between the 
completion of the Mount Alexander Railway and the advent of tiie 
Millennium. 

I remain. Sir, yours, &a, 

WnjuLuc £ei£T. 

These letters were said to have made a great many converts, 
especially among the more disinterested classes^ but the Bciew 
was tightened so unmercifdllj by the digging communities, 
the Government was constrained to bring in a bill the ensuing 
session in obedience to the pressure. This bill, in its orig^bal 
shape, proposed to impose a poll-tax of 1^. per numth <m 
every Chinaman in the colony ; but the enlightened sympathy, 
evoked by the ventilation of the subject^ had, the effect of 
modifying the impost to 10s. It is a remarkable &ct that 
the persecutiim of the Chinese was productive of imm^maft 
benefits to the colony. Driven by the jealous enmity of the 
diggers from the mare pzosperous and productive distnctB, 
they frequently made explorations into the unfrequented 
xanges to avoid the danger and annoyance. To an excursion 
of this sort the colony owes the discovery, in 1855, of the 
extensive gold-field of Eiery Creek, which at the first boorst 
attracted a human avalanche of thirty thousand soulSf and still 
continues one of the large centres of populatakm. Scactiy 
one year afterwards, the prodigious " rush " to DunoUy was 
caused by the accidental discovery of gold by a straggling 
Chinese party, when wild streams of diggers^ more re- 
sembling terrorised beings fleeing from a plague tiiaa 
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aanguiae men hastMiii^ to fortune, might be aeen Bcamper- 
ing across plains and over ranges to snatch a sbaaf of the 
golden harveat brought to light by Chinese antorprise. And 
an abundant haryeai: it proved to be, for hundreds of thoa- 
sands of ounces wexe taken out in the ftrst honied scnunble, 
leading to a devdopment of mineral wealth, whidi has elected 
DunoUy into a permanent gold*field. Again, in Auguat, 
1857, the greatest of all the modem gold diBOOveriea in 
Victoria resulted from the 10s. immigrant-tax, which drove 
the Chinese to land, as I have already renuoked, in Chirchen 
Bay ; for in taking a line thence over the frontier, across the 
Grampian ranges and the western hips of the Pyrenees, 
they came upon a marvellous deposit of treasure in the 
neighbourhood of Mount Ararat. Traces of gold had been 
already found there by wandering diggers, but the prospect 
had never been fairly tested until a band of tired Mongolian 
invaders, in squatting down to rest, commenced picking and 
rooting until they found the celebrated " Chinaman's Hole," 
which yielded a fabulous amount of the precious metal. Their 
first haul was 3000 ounces, the sale of which made the djbs- 
covery public. But long after the same claim continued 
to yield washing-stuff, which returned 28 ounces to the 
load. This led to the greatest rush that ever has been 
known in digging annals, for 60,000 people were gathered 
on the field in a few weeks ; and although the magistrate 
had to dispense justice for a short time from a barrel head 
in a ragged tent, surrounded by fraternising diggers, who 
would ask " his worship for a light," and give him a nobbier 
in return, before a month had elapsed an immense town was 
systematically laid out. Stores, hotels, and restaurants arose 
like the mystic mango-trees of the Indian jugglers, quickly 
followed by theatres, billiard and bagatelle-rooms, with the 
crowning glories of a daily mail and a daily paper. Thus, 
within the space of two months, a wild mountain-gorge was 



316 LIVE IN TICTOBIA. 

miraculonsly converted into a teeming eitj, where frontages 
rated nearly as liigh as in the heart of our great metropolis. 
It is believed that the golden lead is traceable all the way 
£rom Ararat to Avoca, a distance of sixty miles, through a 
splendid country, flanked on many points by auriferous 
ranges, while in the southerly direction it is connected with 
Port Pairy by that glorious tract of country known as 
Ninety Mile Plain, which extends all the way to the coast, 
watered by the river Hopkins, and affording a maiden field for 
agricultmral settlers of unsurpassing fertility and position. 
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The Besolt of the General Election— Admirable Workmg of the Ballot — 
Charldi Gavan DnSfy becomes a Member — "Eofw he deported himself in 
the House — Opening of Parliament-^The House of Assembly— The 
Council Chamber — The Hononrables and their SnsoeptibLlity — A Morsel 
of lordly Declamation — ^Fend between Smokers and Saints — ^AUe Men in 
the House — ^Arrival of Sir Henry Barkly — ^Popularity of the Acting 
Goyemor— Defeat of the Haines Ministry-— Formation and Elements of 
the O'Shannassy Cabinet — ^My Grounds for opposing it — ^Its short Career 
The MKiJulloch Ministry— Anti-Squatting Agitation— Thd Land League 
and its President — Danger of extinguishing Squatters suddenly — 
Erroneous Ideas about the Difficulty of getting Land in Victoria — ^Sug- 
gestions for a Settlement of the Land Question — ^A Comparison between 
California and Victoria. 

Thb result of the general election proved what I have over 
and over again asserted, that the diggers had no moving 
political feelings beyond those immediately bearing on their 
own personal interests ; for, notwithstanding all the argu- 
ment and eloquence expended both by pen and tongue on 
the land question, the great gold-field constituencies evinced 
their indifference by abstaining in a great degree from 
exercismg their franchises. I believe, taking Bendigo, Bal- 
larat, Talbot, and the Ovens together, that the number of 
votes recorded was about one-eighth of those on the electoral 
roll; and except in the capital and the adjoining metro- 
politan districts, there was scarcely a semblance of that busy 
fervour which usually prevails on these exciting occasions, 
owing altogether, as I believe, to the happy operation of the 
ballot. Prom a long and intimate experience in English 
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and Irish contested elections, I can safely assert there are 
no two sets of circumstances that exhibit so strong a con- 
trast as the open and secret systems of ascertaining the 
popular sentiment. 

The ballot does away with all the base dissembling and 
hollow protestations of the canvass. It relieves candidates, 
also, from the mean artifices of kissing squalid children, 
flattering slatternly honaewiTes^ and cajoling partial fathers. 
It abrogates the demoralising influences of the flagon and 
the purse, and construns Ute abficstion of mob tyranny. 
An elector, oxecciaing his franAisft under £ba ballot^ instead 
Off ramiiTTg a dooponaie gannliefttiifotigii oon'uption, dmnken- 
ness, violence, and uproar, walka» as it wece, in an even frame 
of mmdy thzoQi^ a amootib, pnvabe svwrae to disdiaige Ae 
pofitical doides of dtiaensUp. In a contested election under 
the hillofc thero ia Botianag to indicAta ^ 
or aaigiy possioDh- -noilnz^ to tfistuit) the ordSnary current 
of business — ^nothing to superinduce disooitd m nejghboUEly 
relations — ^nothing to provoke intestine broils ; everything 
prooeeds with the same traaqmL placidity as if the com- 
mxraity was und^igoiarg a trying operation under the in- 
fluence of ehlOToform, waking up to conBcioufiness on the 
declaration of the pcU without betraying any impatient 
conceERi at the xesnlt. In ftct, all that is wanting to render 
such an eleetion a really hfdeyon scene from beginmng to 
end, where the proudest civil tights may be exercised with 
all the peace and secazity of a reEgious ceremony, is the 
adoption of another of Hjr. NiehokcmVi SQggestions-«-the 
abolition of the barbarous parody on boll-baiting that can- 
didates undergo on the hustings, without use or object, and 
which, after aQ, is nothing more or less than pantomime in a 
firansy. 

Amongst the sizfy members chosen under the new con- 
stitiition was Mr. CSmrles Gavan I>u£F^, who found a seat 
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for tbe amalgamated constituancieB of YilUera and Heytes^ 
bmy, after a rery abort probation, and in contrarention of 
bis promiae to abstain from all interference in politics nntil 
be bad studied and mastered tbe special requirements of tbe 
colony. Mr. I>a£^ betrayed utter forgetf ulness in another 
point, for he gare up all communion with *^ his Chitty," and 
disappointed a host of clients, hj abandoning that profes- 
sional career wbicb be cbzdked out in bis presentation speecb. 
'Nor is it mucb to be wondered at that be forgot bis early 
profession, and forgot himself into tbe bargain, for a man of 
more modesty and stability of character would bave bad bis 
bead turned by tbe intoxicating incense of hyperbolical adu- 
lation with which be was perpetually surrounded. 'Frani a 
perfect pattern of meekness be suddenly became tbe incaiv 
nation of yainglory ; and in tbe imagined puissance of his 
position be installed himself at once, on its first sitting, into 
tbe office of Magister Morum to tbe Legislative Assembly, 
in wbicb capacity be attempted to supersede tbe authority 
of tbe Speaker, in lecturing tbe House on propriety and 
precedent, arrogating the privilege from the fact of his great 
imperial parliamentary experience, and attempting to take 
such a tone as a subordinate member of the stage staff at 
Druiy Lane would venture to assume when starring it in 
some outlying provincial district. But Mr. Dufiy found 
himself in tbe wrong box ; he discovered many amongst ias 
compeers who transcended him infinitely in ability, and 
whose study of May on Parliamentary Practice rendered them 
more than a match for him, with bis boasted experience. In- 
stead, therefore, of becoming tbe great authority, be became, 
ix^ a certain extent, the butt of tbe House, and was fre- 
quently betrayed into exhibitions of underbred temper, 
which rendered him extremely unpopular with tbe great ma- 
jority of tbe members. 

The new Parliament was opened in great state on tbe 
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2l8t of November, 1856, and by dint of close study and fre- 
quent rehearsals, like those of Mr. Hardcastle's household, the 
strange ceremonial was very creditably gone through, with- 
out any laugh, even on a par with that accorded to the *' grouse 
in the gun-room." The first day's business was purely pre- 
liminary, reading the letters patent, swearing in the mem- 
bers, and electing the Speaker of the Assembly and the Pre- 
sident of the Council. The Lower House was all but finished, 
and seemed to me the beau ideal of an assembly chamber ; 
imposing in its fine proportions, most commodious in its 
arrangements, and finished with a degree of sober chaste- 
ness and elegance which is permanent in its pleasing effects. 
The dimensions of the apartment, designed for the accom- 
modation of sixty members, leaving a margin for a prospec- 
tive increase of thirty, are precisely the same as those of the 
House of Commons, with its six hundred and sixty, which 
would appear to have been constructed in anticipation of a 
rapid decline in the representative system. The Victorian 
Chamber has no side galleries, and only three tiers of benches, 
with a bar, behind which there are seats for the members 
of Council and strangers admitted on Speaker's orders. 
Sehind the chair is the reporters' gallery, and at the other 
extremity that for strangers on members' orders. Prom the 
liberal space allowed on the floor of the House (for the self- 
immolation of patriots) and between the benches for the 
passage of members, there is no idea conveyed of any extra- 
vagant profuseness of room when the entire sixty are in their 
places ; and with the recollection of their comfortable ac- 
commodation before me, I could not repress a sense of suffo- 
cation and jamming on seeing the densely packed, steep, 
narrow terraces and galleries in the House of Commons, 
where one would think an experiment was being tried to 
ascertain the smallest area in which men can sit in the most 
uncomfortable positions. 
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The council-chamber is altogether superlative in its charac- 
ter, its interior^ if my remembrance serves me right, being 
somewhat after the manner of the Madeleine at Paris in its 
architecture, but its upholstery fittings and other decora- 
tions are all in that florid, barbaric style of crimson, gilding, 
and cut glass which the special correspondent of the Kmes so 
graphically describes as prevailing in the regal saloons at 
Lucknow, and which certainly most oddly contrasts in their 
flaunting splendour with the more than common-place and 
ungainly aspect of the elective peers, the great majority of 
whom have been jerked per saltum^ by the effects of the 
gold discoveries, from very humble grades indeed, into the 
'^ honourable" position, without having had either time or 
opportunity for studying the various intervening phases of 
aristocratic deportment, or acquiring that aplomb so indis- 
pensable for enacting the noble. In one respect, however, 
they have proved worthy of their order, and that is in the 
watchful jealousy with which they guard their " dignity** 
and their *' priviLeges ;" but in their undeflned notions of lordly 
prerogative they are everlastingly stumbling into ludicrous 
errors, and, like hypochondriacs, who imagine that wicked 
flies on the ceiling are only watching for opportunities to 
precipitate themselves on their gouty toes, the ^^honour- 
ables" regard the denizens of the Lower House with the most 
intense suspicion, lest they should fall foul of their dignity. 
I well remember one occasion in which, when some amend- 
ments of the Upper House were struck out of a certain bill 
by the Assembly, an honourable member, who won his way 
to the peerage through the operations of Glauber salts and 
castor-oil, arose in his place seething with rage to complain 
'^ of this gross attack on the dignity and privileges of their 
honourable House, but he for one despised the base attempt, 
and hurled it back in the teeth of the projectors ;'* and so 
accurately did he suit the ^ action to the word," that I could 
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fancy lie was seuding a twdve-pound sledge fi^om his grasp 
upon the heads of the inferior legislators. I iie^er] saw so 
Bublimelj grotesque an exhibition in all my life. Keeley, in 
his pose of Ajax defying the lightning, was genteel parodj as 
compared with this screaming exaggeration. How I escaped 
summary committal is a mystery beyond my ken. 

The observances of the Council are, in many respecte, a 
grievous infliction on a large proportion of its honourable 
members, that one in particular which prohibits Bmoking, 
with regard to which I understand an abrogatory al^mpt 
was at one time most adroitly made by the Honourable 
Tobacconists^ in the shape of a compromise with the Honour- 
able Evangelists, who were then striving hard, with very 
doubtful prospects of success, to have their daily proceedings 
pre&ced by a long, shivering prayer. The Fandeans i^;reed 
to swallow the whole prayer and a psalm into the bargain, if 
the SnufiBers would sanction the use of dean pipes alone 
during the sittings. But the proposition was rejected as 
profime and ungodly by the Saints, who went to a division, 
and carried their motion only by the casting vote of the 
President. Their opponents, however, took ample revenge 
on the prayer,* plucking, pinching, mangling, shaving, and 
eortailing it in so heretical a manner that its groaning 
authors withdrew the balance before it was utteriy extermi- 
nated, and agreed to that short form £Euniliar to all, so 

* The prayer in its original shape was the length of an ordinary Par- 
liamentAiy petition, and so xidienloosly rednndant besides, that even good, 
pions, moral men objected to it, on the ground that it wonld occupy an ink- 
mensity of time, reminding me of an incident that occurred during the yisit 
of a certain ex«premier to his estates in the west of Ireland, when he enter- 
tained his friends, neighbours, and tenants in his usual " bountifol old rate," 
but on the first occasion when he requested the curate to say grace, the 
young devotee pushed back his chair, dropped on his knees, and oonunenoed 
a sermon, which was only ended as the soup was being zemoyed, for the hoot 
did not recognise the affinity between Church and State to the prejudice of 
iiot Tiands, and the diyine, instead of earning a mitre, as he fondly imagined, 
forfeited the favour of the great man by Yaa sopedatlTQ piety. 
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inimitably superior in its simple but comprebensire suppli- 
cation to tbe yerbose manufactuies of tbose patent Chris- 
tians. The poor Pandesns were therefore confined to tbe 
operation of cutting and charging during debate, but when 
abstinence pressed upon the limits of endurance those op- 
pressed legislators might be seen outside in little nebulous 
groups, puffing s;pipathy to each other on the sheltering 
side of the Parliament House. 

Let it not be supposed, lioweyer, that there are not some 
estimable and able men in the Council to counterrail the 
mopish element and relieve the duUardism of the body. The 
chivalrous pluck and bearing, the fearless honesty, the quick, 
searching acuteness of the patriarch of the colony alone, who 
saw the kangaroo browsing on the site of the grand legisla- 
tive temple, would redeem a legion of dolts, while the Pre- 
sident* of the Council and the present Secretary of Trade 
and Customsf are men whose tact and ability would reflect 
credit on any assembly of collective wisdom. I could in- 
clude a few others of respectable attainments, but I have 
drawn my line, and there I stop. 

The speech of his Excellency the Acting Governor, in 
opening the Parliament, far from being a vague, unmeaning 
compilation, as royal or viceroyal orations generally are, was 
a long, elaborate, understandable document, more after the 
style of an American President's Message, descanting clearly 
and plainly on all the topics and measures affecting the 
general interests of the colony. It gave universal satkfac- 
tion, and the addresses, in reply, from both Houses were 
carried with cordial unanimity. !Ehis was about the last 
public act of the acting governor, for early in the ensuing 
month the new governor, Sir Henry Barkly, arrived ; and 
although on his own high merits, as well as from b^g the 
representative of our gracious sovereign, Sir Henry received 

* Sir Henry Palmer. f '^^ Honourable Hemy Miller. 

t2 
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a cordial welcome, it was considerably alloyed by the 
painful feelings attending the divorce which it necessarily 
caused ; for, during the interregnum, such was the assiduity 
and capacity evinced by Greneral M' Arthur in the discharge 
of his onerous public duties, so extensive and unostentatious 
were his charities, and so completely did he win esteem and 
admiration by his affable but still dignified bearing in private 
life, that I verily believe if the colony had been individually 
canvassed, and the choice depended on the issue, he would 
have been continued in his high office by acclamation. 

The new governor had not well warmed his seat when be 
was called upon to employ one of his most important func- 
tions — ^the selection of a new Ministry; for the Haines 
Administration, either by the perpetration of a financial 
bungle, or more probably from the miscarriage of an artful 
dodge, were ejected from power. They placed a sum of 
270,000Z. on the estimates for immigration purposes for the 
year, contemplating at the same time only the expenditure 
of 120,000Z., thus keeping a snug balance of 150,000Z. in 
hand against contingencies unforeseen by and unexplained to 
the House, however they might have been arranged (as no 
doubt they were) by the Cabinet. This new style of double 
entry was detected by the Opposition, and a resolution con- 
veying a vote of censure was carried, on the motion of Mr. 
O'Shaunassy, who was accordingly sent for to form a Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. O'Shaunassy undertook the task — one at all times 
onerous and formidable, even to veteran hands, and in this 
instance peculiarly difficult, not only from the state of 
parties, but from the circumstances of this gentleman's 
creed and country; for there is no use in blinking the 
matter, a rabid antagonism to both had been fostered by 
influential coteries in and out of doors. Mr. O'Shaunassy, 
after experiencing obstacles where he least calculated ou 
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meeting them, from members who bad warmly supported 
bis motion, got together a Cabinet composed of the following 
Ministers : 

Chief Secretary Mr. O'Shannassy. 

Treasurer Mr. Leslie Foster. 

Public Works Mr. Gavan Dafiy. 

Trade and Customfl Dr. Greeves. 

Crown Lands Mr. W. Home. 

Attorney-General Mr. Chapman (not in the House). 

Solicitor.General Mr. Wood (not in the House). 

When this programme was put forth there was a tremen* 
dous howl, first against the Irish element, then against the 
Catholic element, next against the supposed incapable ele- 
ments, then against the principle of selecting Ministers out- 
side the House, and also against the personal element, as 
represented by Messrs. Foster and Duffy, the former being 
saddled with all the odium of the " Ballarat massacre," as it 
was denominated, while Mr. Duffy's unacquaintance with 
the colony, and his late intemperate displays in the House, 
made him the target for concentrated odium. Still both 
those gentlemen carried their re-elections without opposi- 
tion, as did the Premier and Mr. Home, while Dr. Greeves 
was beaten, and Mr. Chapman and Mr. Wood failed in 
their first efforts to get seats. Mr. Wood afterwards found 
a seat for the Ovens, where I had the honour of opposing 
him, as I shall moie fully advert to in another chapter, ar- 
riving just in time to take part in the debate on a motion of 
" want of confidence," with which they were met on the 
threshold of their career, and which ended in their discom- 
fiture. 

While admitting the paramount ability of Mr. O'Shau- 
nassy, and his great knowledge on aU colonial matters, I 
joined in the reprobation of his Cabinet as a whole, be- 
cause I could not see any justification for his entrusting the 
important department of Public Works to a new chum, who 
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could not possibly either comprehend or discharge the vast and 
complicated duties of that office, on which no organised staff 
were to be found on their stools, as in Downing-street, to 
prompt and cram an in-coming Minister. A Minister, too, 
who had never been in the interior, was peculiarly ineligible at 
a juncture when railways and other public works on a grand 
scale were contemplated. I found fault with the appoint- 
ment to Trade and Customs of a used-up, pedantic doctor, 
whose only essay at trading was as the landlord of a public- 
house. I objected to the Crown Lands Minister, as a person 
who had given no public proofs of capacity for coping with 
BO very responsible a post, and whose onerous professional 
duties shut him out from the possibility of acquiring the in- 
timate knowledge requisite for the efficient discharge of his 
official functions.* Finally, I took exception to the principle 
of external appointments, as in the case of the law officers, 
though in other respects those gentlemen were eminently 
qualified for their places ; and imder the impression of those 
convictions I consented to oppose the Solidtor-Greneral at 
the Ovens. The debate preceding their eviction was a 
scene from beginning to end of biting, rancorous acrimony 
and personal recriminations, rendered remarkable also by 
the assemblage of an enormous mob round the Senate-house, 
whose menacing roars at interrals found their way into the 
sacred penetration in deprecation of the impending Minis- 
terial doom, and were most indiscreetly adduced by the 
Solicitor-Gl^neral during his speech as an oracular proof of 
public confidence. 

Mr. Fellowes, the proposer of the successful motion, having 
been a member of the former Administration, was passed 
over by the governor in the hope of leading to the con- 

* I must acknowledge that even in his brief official career Mr. Home 
pnyred himself possessed of great ability and administratiye talents, which 
n^at ensure a high place in the conncils of the colony at « fatoro date. 
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struction of a sfcrong permanent Oovemment, made np by 
an amalgamation of the more moderate sections on either 
side. Under this delusive expectation he sent for Mr. 
M'Cullochy one of the Victorian representatives of the house 
of Dennistoun Brothers, a man certainly whose prime 
qualifications consisted in his supposed moderation, for 
neither in manner, bearing, nor peculiar education was he in 
the remotest way adapted to the requirements of the posi- 
tion assigned him. However, with becoming Scotch modesty, 
he undertook the task, imagining, I suppose, that the man 
capable of managing a large commercial establishment could 
succeed equally well in conducting the a&irs of a juvenile 
nation. The result of his preliminary labours was a com- 
posite Cabinet, with Earmer Haines again at the head, for 
want of better employment : 

Chief Secretary Mr. Haines. 

Treasurer Mr. C. H. Ebden. 

Land and Works Mr. Moore. 

Postmaster-General Mr. Mitchell. 

Trade and Customs Mr. MOuUoch. 

Attonie7.General .....Jfr. A. Michie. 

Solicitor-General Mr. Fellowes. 

Under this arrangement there was an amalgamation of 
the two most important d^artments-^-of the Crown Lands 
and Public Works — and a creation of the office of Post- 
master-General, in order to have a Minister in the Upper 
House. Mr. Michie was wheedled firom the Opposition 
benches to fill the office of Attorney- General, as in the 
turmoil of battle the original Attorney, Mr. Stanell, had 
been appointed Chief Justice. Mr. Ebden, a leviathan 
squatter, and a very able man, who in the early days filled 
the same post, was given the Treasurership, having just 
returned firom a European tour. Mr. Mitchell, a retired 
squatter, and also a late arrival from England, was consti- 
tuted the Bowland Hill of the colony, Mr. M'Culloch 
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naturally reserving the Trade Department for himself, and 
leaving Mr. Pellowes his old place. Thus far the appoint- 
ments were beyond reasonable cavil, but the nomination to the 
amalgamated office of Land and Works of Mr. David Moore 
cast a tinge of ridicule and unreality over the entire fabric ; 
for it was not alone that Mr. Moore was a person of no 
great commercial note or social position, but he was noto- 
riously a silly, prating sciolist, without the slightest preten- 
sions even to the first rudiments of education. Like Bona- 
parte and Beau Brummell, he seems to have been stopped by 
the elements, as his address to his constituents on accepting 
office abundantly proved, for if ever a repetition of the cele- 
brated maternal wail* could be elicited by a literary effort, 
that document most assuredly should have provoked it. I 
have a true copy framed on the scathing criticism of the 
Msttoume Age, and as a curiosity of colonial literature it ia 
certainly unapproachable, coming from a Minister of State. 
But his first game at statesmanship will be his last ; nor do 
I believe he will ever again find a seat for the city. 

However, the " oh-ohing" and the gibbeting in Funch of 
Mr. Minister Moore was speedily lost sight of in the simul- 
taneous agitation got up against the new Cabinet on the 
ground of its suspected squatting propensities. The Age 
led off, fulminating with great power and ability against the 
old monopoly, and demanding an unqualified surrender of 
the public lands, with free selection to the people. The 
■EEerald, less radical in its views, was equally pertinacious, 
and all the coimtry journals followed suit in columns of 
rabid articles, seething with frenzied threats and ominous 
forebodings. The Argtts alone, with its old proprietary but 
under a new editorial regime, took an impartial and dignified 
stand as between parties, but was no less zealous and un- 

* It is said that an anxious mother, on seeing her darling son hanged 
for forgery, cnrsed the day she had him taught writing. 
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compromifiing than its most ultra contemporaries in insisting 
on a final and unconditional settlement of the question, and 
the climax of the movement was the formation of a Land 
League, composed of delegates from the various electoral 
districts, who assembled in the capital, to watch the progress 
of the bill through Parliament, and suggest, in the strongest 
manner, the introduction of the most sweeping clauses. 

These gentlemen elected a president, in the person of Mr. 
Wilson Oraj, an able and most energetic barrister, who, 
during a sojourn in the United States, imbibed a strong 
predilection for the land system of that great country, and 
by his speeches and writings in Victoria gave the first great 
impulse to the agitation. The Land League held its seances 
nearly opposite the Houses of Parliament, conducting its 
debates with all the gravity and forms of a regular senate, 
and certainly giving proofs of eloquence and ability fully 
equal to the legalised conclave on the other side of the way. 
Its zeal and acuteness were, however, alloyed with a strong 
dash of extravagance, and sometimes eccentricity, for nothing 
short of a total and immediate land revolution would satisfy 
the body collectively, while it is notorious that individuals 
insisted ^* not only that every man should get a fr^ farm, 
but a rifle and ammunition into the bargain." It is, how- 
ever, no more than fidr to admit that the rifle brigade formed 
a very small minority, and that the condensed doctrine of 
the League consisted in the instant extinction of squatter* 
dom, with free selection of the public lands at 11, per acre, 
to the extent of three hundred and twenty acres, and unre- 
stricted commonage over all the unsold land besides. 

This doctrine, save in its first article, has my most hearty 
concurrence, nor do I dissent from that in any compassionate 
feeling for the squatters, because I know they have amassed 
tenfold more money within the short period since the gold 
digging commenced, than they would have made under the 
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old pastoral sTstem to the full tenn of their leases ; but I 
take exception to it on the ground that the peculiar dream- 
stances of Victoria would not piudentially admit of such, 
a ruthless suppression, that the sudden aboEtian of all 
squatting rights would not only raise beef and mutton to 
famine rates, but even make them nearly impossible of pro- 
curement, and I have my warrant for this assumption in the 
fact that in proportion as squatting tenure has become more 
and more precarious, the prices of the meat market have 
advanced correspondingly, for stock of all sorts has dwindled 
from a state of perpetual surplus to a condition of hand-to- 
mouth supply in consequence of the incertitude, as squatters 
have gradually restricted their breeding establishments, re- 
sorting to the neighbouring markets of New Sooth Wales 
for their store sheep and cattle, lest any measure of sudden 
ejection should overtake them with redundant flocks and 
herds, which, be they large or small, would have to be boiled 
down into tallow in order to make instant room for the entry 
of the impatient Leaguers. It therefore requires no wizard, 
no exercise of clairvoyance, to foretel the consequences that 
must ensue to the community fiom any '' fell swoop" of this 
description. In my humble opinion, the Leaguers should 
have been content with the terms, on this particular point, 
embodied in the Land Bill of the Haines HiGnistiy, which 
provided for the complete evacuation of all runs within the 
settled districts in two years from the date of its becoming 
law, giving a margin of three years extra to those in the 
unsettled r^ons, for under this meed of equitable dispensa- 
tion, squatters would be enabled to diminish their stock by 
degrees instead of being driven to sacrifice them, while, at 
the same time, the new pastoral orders contemplated by the 
Land League would be enabled to perfect their preparations 
for supplying the vast void which must ensue firom the 
extermination of squatterdom. There is an old maxim which 
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suits the occasion, and wliich I would recommend to the 
attention of the Victorian Land Eeformers, ^' ^Never throw 
away the dirty water before providing the dean." 

I may here refer to the very erroneous ideas which prevail 
all over Qreat Britain, and have been propagated by writers 
and speakers of note, on the state of the land question in 
Victoria. It is most generally believed in this country that 
the entire territory of thAt colony is under lease to the 
squatters ; that all the really good arable land is locked up 
from the market during the term of their tenures ; and that 
a person with moderate capital, desirous of settling down to 
agricultural pursuits, is effectually debarred from doing so 
by the operation of the celebrated Orders in Council of 
March, 1847. These notions, I take it, are irre&agably dis- 
posed of by the established fact that at every land sale in 
Victoria, since the great tide of immigraiiion has been at- 
tracted to its «hores by the gold discoveries, the quantity 
offered has been in excess of the demand. In 1854, Grover- 
nor Latrobe, in an official despatch, states, " i^at in the 
previous year more land had been sold by public auction 
than satisfied even speculative purchasers," while the Land 
Sales Blister of 1854 shows in that year that 317,000 acres 
were alienated in the same way, 33,000 acres remaining 
unsold for want of purchasers at the upset price, — ^results 
which I know have been repeated every subsequent year 
since, some of the most fertile land in the colony being 
amongst the portions withdrawn.* 

In the face of such speaking circumstances, all capable of 
statistical corroboration, I am unable to comprehend how it 
can be furly maintained that land in Victoria is, or has been, 

* I am personally oognisaiit of tea thousand acraa of land on tlie banks 
of the Ck)liban, as fertile as any m Australia, having been withdrawn at one 
sale for want ci bidders, though enjoying the additional advantage of 
abutting upon the high road to the diggings. 
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impossible of attainment in consequence of eqnatting mono- 
poly, or that squatters have stood in the waj of digging, 
settling, or agricultural progress ; it being, moreoyer, abso- 
lutely notorious that since the opening of the gold-fields — 
especiallj since the new interpretation given to the Orders 
in Council by the Duke of Newcastle in 1854 — ^the only 
portion of squatter territory at all respected, either by the 
crown or the public, has been their immediate home pad- 
docks, or presumptive rights. When diggers discovered a 
gold lead on a run they at once set to work without leave, 
license, or recompense, and rooted up the soil wherever they 
listed, and when Government imagined it could raise the 
wind by the establishment of a new township, or by cutting 
off the wing of a station to carve it into farm-holdings, it 
never hesitated doing so, making its entry in spite of re- 
monstrance, and pocketing all the proceeds without remu- 
nerating the lessee for the arbitrary curtailment of his 
holding.* 

Land in Victoria, however, is well-nigh inaccessible, from 
other causes, to those classes who really constitute '' a 
country's pride," for the " bold peasant," with his limited 
means, is hopelessly overborne in the auction-room by the 
grasping capitalist with his long purse. Those land-grabbers, 
as they are called, buy up every lot, and lots in the gross, 
crushing the expectation of our ever having a race of inde- 
pendent yeomen in the colony, and laying the foundation 
of the self-same system of letting, leasing, and sub-letting, 
which is now exciting so much discontent in this country. 
This vicious institution has been already adopted by the 
leviathan proprietors, and must, for the reasons above stated, 

* Amongst ofhen, witbin my own knowledge, Creswick station has been 
absorbed tn globo^ and the whole of the Bendigo diggings, with the dty of 
Sandhnrat, have been established on the Ravensworth station without one 
stiver of remuneration to the squatter. 
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continue to grow and spread so long as the auction system 
is adhered to, for, in reality, it is to that mode of land alien- 
ation, and not to the existence of squatters, that the com- 
plaints of disappointed land-seekers are justly referable ; and 
no matter how elaborately legislators may deal with the 
question, it will always remain a yexed one imtil the sale by 
auction is abrogated. It has been suggested that reducing 
the upset price would meet the grieyance, but this is 
obviously a short-sighted nostrum. Unless a bound is as- 
signed to the bidding, it would be equally inoperatiye in its 
prohibitory effects, as playing unlimited loo with penny 
stakes. Another proposed remedy is the importation of a 
limit to the area capable of being owned by individual pro- 
prietors; but over and above the utter impossibility of 
enforcing such an enactment, its arbitrary tendencies are so 
totally repugnant to aU our inherent notions of freedom, free 
will, and free trade, that it can never be acted on. There is 
one mode by means of which, perhaps, avaricious speculation 
might at least be checked, by subjecting all alienated arable 
land in a waste state to a heavy tax ; but even this would, I 
fear, be both slow and partial in its effects, so that I believe 
the best solution of the difficulty will be found in the opinion 
I have already given. Nor do I think that the qualms about 
injustice to the present proprietors should restrain the set- 
tlement of the question, for our own conservative Imperial 
Parliament have furnished many splendid precedents, show- 
ing that class interests shall not be allowed to interrupt the 
progress of national prosperity. 

I shall not now enter into a disquisition as to the respec- 
tive merits of the American and Australian land systems, 
beyond this remark, that, in 1847, California was only one 
remove from an utter wilderness, with only a few scattered, 
decaying, miserable missionary establishments. Yet within 
seven years from that date, notwithstanding the allurements 
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of gold-diggmg, she not only nused enough of bread-stuffs 
for her own consumption, but actuallj became a regular 
exporter of flour to Yictoria^ which colony, though thrice 
her age, with as fine a soil, as genial a climate, and as 
numerous a population, still continues to take four-fif&s of 
her supplies from abroad. I shall not go the length of as- 
Betting that this apposite state of tilings is exdusiyelj owing 
to the difterent land systems, bat in lawyers' lingo, '^ as at 
present adyised," I am inclined to the opinion that, if Cali- 
fornia had been saddled with the sale by auction system, she 
would still be importing the great proportion of her bread- 
stufls from Ohili, or the older states of the Union. K Aus- 
tralia comes into the population market of the Old World to 
compete with other new countries for agricultural emigrants, 
she must bear in mind the maxim, ^ that in trade the most 
any dealer can fairly expect is a prrferenoe" where the wares 
are equal, before she can hope to do so successfully. Up to 
the present time she has been unreasonable enough to expect 
that &rmera would be at the expense of 16Z., and at an 
average delay of one hundred days, in coming to the anti- 
podes to purchase land which cannot be bought under 11, 
per acre, in a country without roads, bridges, riyers, or canals 
to carry their produce to market ; while America^ which can 
be reached in ordinary ships in one-fifth the time and at 
one-fifth the expense, holds out the superior inducement, 
besides, of unrestricted selection over all unoccupied terri* 
toiy, free settiemant until the holding is embraced in the 
Ooyemment survey, and a price just one-fourth the lowest 
Au str a li a n limit, witii riyers, lakes, canals, highways, and 
railroads too, more or less available in every district. In 
Australia, a small farmer's capital is absorbed at the outset ; 
in America, it most generally happens that the westem 
settier has achieved his proprietary independence before the 
Government officer calls for thepurchase-money. With such 
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wide differential inducements, it is, in the words of Colonel 
Gockett, " agin all nature" to look for anj material develop- 
ment of agricultural resources in the Australian colonies. 

Before taking leave of the land question, I must observe 
that squatters were infatuated in not accepting the measure 
of 1857, carried through the House of Assembly by the 
Haines Ministry, for the enlargement of the representation 
of that House, coupled with the measure of manhood suf- 
frage, seals their fate beyond all reprieve ; nor should I be 
surprised, ere these pages reach the colony, that the Presi- 
dent of the Land League will be the Speaker of the House 
of Assembly. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

A Start for the Ovens — ^How they pack Coaches on that Line-*State of the 
Extremities — Broadford and the Country around it — The River Goulbum 
— Seymour and its Neighbourhood — Dingo Tricks — ^A dangerous Drive 
in the Dark — Longwood — The Misfortunes of a Yankee Digger — ^Euroa 
and the Breakfast we got there — Appearance of the Boad — The Kirk 
Bells — ^Violet Town and the tippling Pony — The Reasoning of a Bush 
Coachman against good Roads — The Bay of Biscay — ^The sudden Growth 
of Beechworth — Taking Stock of the Candidates — ^Ministerial Influences 
— The little promising Bay — The great Gold Leads at the Ovens — The 
Bosses of the Woolshed — A Horse shod with Gold — ^Extent of the Ovens 
— Gipp Land — The Day of Nomination — Clerical Intolerance — A 
Widow's Rage at her deceased husband being personated by a Nigger — 
An old duelling Anecdote. 

In taking my reader up to the remote and important dis- 
trict of the Ovens, it is not under the egotistical impulse of 
detailing my sayings and doings in an eventful contested 
election, but to give him some idea of the grand north- 
eastern section of Victoria, which from its pastoral, agricul- 
tural, and mineral resources, must on a future day take rank 
amongst the most highly-favoured districts of the colony, 
and which even in its present state of development I could 
not pass over, professing as I do to give a general portraiture 
of the country without being guilty of a serious omission. 
Although a tolerably seasoned traveller over every species of 
route, afloat or ashore, I contemplated the journey to Beech- 
worth with anything but pleasurable anticipations, for a 
spirited coaching opposition on the line had recently been 
concluded, and I felt perfectly assured our conveyance would 
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be packed with passengers as closely as the pieces in a 
Chinese puzzle-box. And so it tamed ont ; everj place was 
engaged. It required the most vigorous ** scrooging " and 
dovetailing to get the legs into very painful positions, and 
then every row of travellers formed a sort of arc, hip-bone to 
hip-bone, until a sousing jolt jammed all down level on their 
seats, when the pressure became so intolerable that the 
blood rushed off to either extremity, leaving the seats of 
honour like so many big turnips, on which the great needle 
operation might have been performed unconsciously from 
the prevailing numbness. Only think of two long, long days' 
journey under such circumstances, and over such roads, 
pinioned besides, so that one could not use his pocket-hand- 
kerchief even were it possible to get at it. Why, it makes 
me tremble a posteriori to reflect on it, and to prefer, in 
comparison, a penitential pedestrian trip over the same 
ground even with unboiled peas in my shoes. But in the 
midst of my sufferings, I could not help laughing at every 
stage at seeing my fellow-passengers waddling about like 
ducks with lumbago, some of them, in the old language of 
the road, involuntarily feeling if it was really '^ all right 
behind." 

We have already beea together over the road to Kilmore, 
but we now diverge on to the great Sydney road, over an 
undulating but fine country, rather closely timbered, cross- 
ing Dry Greek into the small rural township of Broadford, 
which has a large and respectable hotel on the crown of a 
grassy hill, as its nucleus, with a narrow skirting of scat- 
tered but decent tenements. Our first stage from Broad- 
ford was positively frightful, from the dangerous nature of 
the road, but beyond that the track improved, though the 
country still continued rolling, as it is called, with a fine 
soil and many open areas, which afforded glorious glimpses 
of its beauty and fertility. We frequently skirted, for miles 

TOL. II. z 
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at a time^ fenoed-ia districts attached to the stations with 
whieh this well-watered region is studded, and we were 
oftea gladdeiied witK the sight of hzge pafcehes of exedtent 
caltiyation around the squatting homesteads^ but^ save* tboee 
iscdaied evideiiMfi of huauui yicinage, erefything wa» soiofaie 
aad sileiat as the ociginiil wilderness* Befoore rsachiqg 
Seymour we descended into a rich vale, through wiach the 
dark and tortuoua Ooolbazn glides skwfy and aeunLesslyy 
with a ydame and appearanee of depth which would seem 
to give hope of future iia¥igaii<»i. We drove along its haEkks 
for a few miles^ ei^joying the sylvan beauties that uikfolded 
themselyea at every tum^ notwithstanding the miseries of 
ouf nether extremities* Seymour is another rural township, 
with a spadoua and excellent hotel, standing at tha end of a 
little straggUng niburby which, however, is free fiKnn any 
aspect of squalor or indigence. It boasts c^ a steam flomp* 
miU, which proves that there muet be a considerable amemit 
of cultivation in the neighbourhood, hidden as it must have 
been firom us by the lofty timber abounding in that quarter. 
Seymour stands in a depressed space of country of the 
highest fertility, evidently formed by the alluvial deposit of 
ages, carried from the surrounding hills and mountain-raasgeB 
by the Ooulbum aad its varioi» minor tributaries, and will 
assuredly soon become the foeos of an industrious popu- 
latkuk 

From Seymour to Avenel the physical aspect of the 
country varies very little, and seems equally inviting to 
settlers, aa it i» apparently fertile and well watered, and 
must continue to be one of the lines of inftercommunication 
between Melbourne and Sydney even should the contem- 
plated railway to Echuca be finally carried out. The pretty, 
cleanly little village of Avenel is seated on the steep northern 
bank of Hughes Creek, which empties itself into the Gtoul* 
bum, close to Mitchell's Town, but from thence to Long* 
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wood, a yerj long and difBeult stage, the country is less in- 
vitiog, and timbered mate densely than is usual in Yictoria. 
It is a long, dreary drire, altogether unsettled, and coAfiti- 
tutitig, as I was giyen to understand, the head-quarters of 
the fer€B natures of the surrounding regions. Kangaroos, 
opossums, and native hearer ar6 said to abound there, ^tid 
full paekt of the dingo, or ]i^atiye dog, are frequently seen 
prowling about. A fellow-passenger told me he saw a parcel 
of th^se vicious brutes teasing an infirm old ox, as if in 
pastime, for th^y made no attempt at closing on him, as he 
thought they might have done, merely running and yelping 
aroccod him, making occasional feints as if to lay hold of his 
tfli), until, tired fund giddy with the constant wheeling, the 
poor brute lay ddwn, when his tormentors retired, after en- 
joying their game of fool-in*the-middle. It fell dark very 
soon after leavitifg Avenel, and then dame on to rain in tor- 
rents, causing our lamps to spit and flicker instead of shining 
out as they should have done, and, considering the pace we 
went at, and the rugged, precipitous, log-strewn, gulf-pitted 
cfaaraeter of the drive (as I saw it afterwards in daylight, on 
my down journey), I am unable to understand how any 
amotmt of practice or familiarity enabled our coachman to 
take us on without an accident. 

The paattengers were most excellently provided for at 
Longwood : therfe was a blazing fire to begin with, a com- 
fortttble room, a good hot supper, and as palatable a sample 
of Scotch whisky as any connoisseur could desire. !the beds, 
too, were admirable and cleanly ; and though I was subjected 
to the colonial disagreeability of having a stranger sleeping 
in my room, he was an amusing fellow, and told me several 
anecdotes, one of which I remember was about a disconso- 
late Yankee digger, whom he met working his way up to the 
Ovens, who gave the following epitome of bis recent misfor- 
tunes : " Wal, I reckon I was considerable unfortunate this 

z2 



840 LIF£ IK YICTOBIA. 

time, anyhow: lost my wife the first day's inarch; next 
day my daughter sloped with a down-going digger ; the day 
after^ a gang of natives carried off my young boy into the 
Bush, to worship him as a deity ; and now this here babj's 
got the bowel complaint curious bad." 

We started from Longwood long before day, on an in- 
tensely cold, dark morning, and reached Euroa at dawn with 
wolfish appetites, to appease which there was strewed before 
us the very worst and least-inviting breakfast that it baa 
ever been my lot to survey. There was neither nulk nor 
butter ; the dirty ration sugar was in a state of partial 
liquidity ; the discoloured water that came &om the teapot 
was barely lukewarm ; the bread was coarse and gritty ; and 
the only meat in the establishment was a junk of parboiled 
salt pork on a filthy dish. By dint of abuse and remon- 
strance we at length extracted a few eggs, only to add to our 
disgust and disappointment, for they had not attained any- 
thing like blood-heat, and what aggravated our wrath still 
more was the stolid indifference of the dirty maid and land- 
lady, who very literally '^ waited on us" without making the 
slightest effort to assist us, until the paying period arrived, 
and even then they received the money mechanically, as if 
they were utterly deaf or did not understand the vehement 
language in which the several protests were angrUy pro- 
nounced. It was like " whistling jigs to a milestone,'^ as a 
passenger remarked, to waste words on this precious pair, 
who seemed to be animated beings without the ordinary 
human faculties. 

I managed to get beside the coachman for the following 
four stages, but my change of position gave me very little 
increased opportunity of seeing the country, as our route 
lay through level plains, sparsely wooded, apparently, by a 
modem growth of timber, which in my estimation is not 
thirty years old. At wide intervals old giants of the wood 
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were to be seen, like venerable patriarchs, standing in the 
midst of their numerous joung progeny, and there can be 
no doubt whatever, I should think, when those same giants 
were saplings, that the plains around them must have been 
perfectly naked, for there are no inequalities of surface, or 
any vestiges whatever indicative of a primeval forest oblite- 
rated by fire or any other natural agency. During the entire 
forenoon's drive I neither saw bird, beast, nor reptile of the 
aboriginal species. The silence of those vast solitudes was 
only broken by the din of active traffic struggling forward 
through the wilderness to a remote market for British manu- 
&ctures, every dray and waggon staring all round with 
familiar City names, as " Bass," " Allsopp," and " Guinness," 
largely in the ascendant, 

for drinking, like adultery, 
Is much more common where the climate's snltiy. 

" Cross and Blackwell," too, figured respectably in their anti- 
scorbutic mission to the interior, while " Moses and Son," 
with a zeal worthy of a Christian enterprise, seemed resolved 
to deprive the Anglo-Saxon race of any pretext for relapsing 
into a state of abnormal nudity by the profusion of their 
supplies. Altogether, the occasion was suggestive of curious 
refiection, in which I was becoming deeply absorbed, when a 
new chum, a Scotch youth, who occupied the third seat on 
the driving-box, broke in with the inquiry, ^' Are yon kirk 
bells P" calling my attention to some bullock-tinkling in a 
glade close by, where a thin column of pale smoke was as- 
cending from the camp-fire of the waggon party, whose rest- 
ing, I fear, was uninfluenced by any pious remembrances of 
the day, for it was the Sabbath morning. 

Violet Town was our next stage — a small, isolated hamlet. 
But the stage following brought us to a little town consi- 
derable in comparison — Benalla — seated on the Broken river, 
which is rather a smart stream, as our cousins would call 
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it. During this stage we were accompanied by an eecentnc 
old man driving a email pony in a dog-cart, who lagged be- 
hind, or shot past us, just as the whim seized hkn, diiE^doymg 
the wonderful powers of the little animal. On arriving At 
Benalla we found the old gentleman in ihe aet of mixing a 
stiff tumbler c^ hot brandy-punch, as all imagined, for his 
own use, but when the last i(»uinb of sugar was dissolved, he 
held it before the gaze of the pony, as much as to inqnice 
" if it was quite to his satisfaction." The sagacioos brute 
surveyed it delightedly, but without evincing the slightest 
impatience ; and when it was placed to his lips, he took in 
the contents, raising his head gradually with the nicest ex- 
actitude, and drooping his eyelids voluptuously, in token of 
his exquisite enjoyment. It was a most finished perfbrmazice, 
and would assuredly draw on the London boards. 

Beyond BenaUa we "got into a district called the Bay of 
Biscay, from its ezoessive roughness, being one unvasying 
succession of deep cpab-holes, bearing a remarkable resem- 
blance to a monitor tan-yard sometime in disuse, with the 
pits partially Mien in ; and I can honestly declare that I 
would infinitely prefer riding out a gale in the original bay 
to riding over the same ground again in a wheeled con- 
veyance. Every now and th^ after a heavy plunge or 
lurch, the coachman curtly called out, '^ All a-board P" by 
way of inquiring if any passengers had been e^cted, appeaav 
ing all the time to derive a maliciouB satisfaction frora the 
groans and ejaeolations of his bruised and bewildered fellow- 
travellers. As soon as it was safe to make use of the tongue, 
I rashly supposed that a special paragraph in his daily 
orisons supplicated the speedy introduction of improved 
highways, but to my utter astonishment he solemnly de- 
dared, and I believe with unfeigned sincerity, ^^ that when 
the roads came to be 'cadamised on the line, he woold 
resign hiB employment and go a prospecting for another 
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rougli-and-tumble drive." " Why, lor' bless yotlr innocent 
geninB, sir/' said he, ^' if I was set to work on Hheaai ere 
turnpike tracks I would die right off o' melancholy, or be- 
come a drivin' sombulist, for want of ikcitement to keep me 
awake. Pd rather drive for my bare tucker* through the 
Bush, than take my twelve guineas a we^ into the bargain 
an' drive on them darned 'cadomised awenues, with tbeir 
eternal milestones, which is enough in themselveB to make a 
smart man stupid, for want of something to think or calcu- 
late about* I reckons my time an' distance by my own in- 
wenticMU — three miles and a half from the Dead Brindled 
Bullock to the Leaning Gum-tree, two three-quarters from 
that to Broken Wagg<m, an' four from that into Wan- 
garatta, an' when these marks ore used up, it wakes up the 
brain agin to inwent new ones ; but them gravel-walks an' 
milestones are enough to make a shicer of any man." A 
species of Bush reasoning against modem innovation as 
amusing as it is original. 

After emerging from the Bay of Biscay we had a very de- 
lightful stage through a beautifully diversified country to 
Wangaratta, where we were sumptuously dined. We thwe 
crossed the Ovens river, and had a nine mile drive through 
A squatting station over the most magnificent seal possible. 
Our last stage was principally through the defiles and over 
the brows of the May-day Hills, in the bosom of which the 
sweet and rising town of Beeohworth is seated, on a site 
which, in 1851, was a wild mountain solitude, remote from 
any settlement, without any ostensible attraction save to 
the adventurous kunter ; yet, in 1857, it stands proudly the 
thriving centre of a busy, prosperous community, numbering 
close on twenty thousand souls, with numerous churches, 
banks, grand stores, and spacious hotels, boasting also a 
splendid hospital, two ably-conducted daily journals, and 

* Tncker is synmymona with grab, or IxMud. 
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town allotments selling at 601. the foot. The civic lustre of 
a municipal corporation has already superseded the barbaric 
festivities of the aboriginal corrobboree. Ice from the 
upper hemisphere has found its way there to temper the 
effects of its torrid latitude, and no doubt the kangaroo tail 
wiU soon droop, or, rather, drop into contempt, before the 
inevitable advance of the aldermanic turtle. 

It was dark when the coach arrived with the rival candi- 
dates (for my opponent and I were fellow-passengers), and 
as we were expected there was a large assemblage awaiting 
our arrival, but no demonstration of any kind took place, be- 
yond a close personal scrutiny as we got into the light 
under the large verandah of the Star Hotel, where the size- 
ace contrast in our physical outlines made me, in the lan- 
guage of the ring, a slight favourite, for I overheard, '' That's 
your style !" in reference to me, coming from a coterie, who 
were evidently taking stock of us while waiting for our 
luggage ; and as I remained at the Star I had a large im- 
promptu party to help me in spending the evening, amongst 
whom I found some of my warmest and most steadfast sup- 
porters. 

The pending election was one of unusual interest, concen- 
trating the attention and anxiety of all political parties, 
because on its result hung the immediate fate of the O'Shau- 
nassy Administration, for three of the Ministers having 
been already defeated, it was known that if the Solicitor- 
General lost his election the Government would not perse- 
vere. And in full proportion to the interests involved, the 
Government exerted every species of influence to secure his 
return. The great and direct powers of a Cabinet Minister 
to serve the district and oblige his friends was started as the 
first momentum of propitiation. Then came a letter from 
the Premier to his subordinate, giving him an unlimited 
credit from Government assurance for State lud in construct- 
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ing public works, of any description and magnitude, which 
might be required in the district. After this followed the 
characteristic interference of the parish priest, bj whom I 
was politically excommunicated and ecclesiastically repu- 
diated for my recreancy in opposing a Ministry with a 
Milesian and a Catholic at its head ; and with this triple 
halo pinned together by the title of Honourable, the Solicitor 
took the field with considerable ^clat, holding morning, noon, 
and night meetings in a most ubiquitous manner, and spout- 
ing forth promises in such excess of principles, that I chris- 
tened him the " Little Promising Boy" — a sobriquet which 
applied likewise so strikingly to his personal ensemble, that 
it acquired immediate and universal currency, much to his 
chagrin. In his unmitigated aspirations for success, he was, 
in my mind, guilty of a glaring violation of the principle of 
the ballot, of which he was an avowed supporter, for not 
only did he organise committees in every comer of the dis- 
trict, but went about making the closest personal canvass, 
while I confined myself exclusively to expositions of political 
opinions at my various meetings, and made no solicitation for 
support except in the cases of the two gentlemen who did 
me the honour to propose and second me on the hustings. 

My various long rides to attend my numerous public 
meetings afforded me excellent opportunities for seeing this 
great gold-field, and there, more than anywhere else, was I 
struck with the absence of the proper precautions for ex- 
hausting the auriferous soil of its great wealth; for on the 
Ovens the gold runs very small, and on the great leads, such 
as the Woolshed and Eeid's Creek, it is so infinitesimally 
fine that the most scrupulous care, supplemented with every 
chemical aid, is indispensably necessary to separate it from 
the black sand with which it is so profusely commingled. 
Yet the incredible mass of treasure, amounting to millions 
sterling, taken from that district has been obtained by the 
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rude and faasiy process of washmg the dirt in rapid nmning 
sluices, or Long Toms, with the inefficient ripple-boxes already 
described. I felt a positive assurance that as much <^ the 
precious metal had escaped as was secured, and I never lost 
an opportunity of impressing these convictions on the diggers, 
nor of supporting my opinions by analysing the tailings. 
But while there was a general acquiescence in my views, the 
disposition to prospect for new leads prevailed over my 
sermonising about the richness of their abandoned refuse, 
until a newly-arrived party set the example, when Beid*s 
Creek was washed over again, exceeding its original yield in 
its latter returns, and of course this success will be imitated 
in every other quarter. There exists no parallel, either iu 
Oalifomia or Australia, to the yield furnished from the Wool- 
shed, in comparison with its extent. Every party who was 
so fortunate as to secure claims along the creek amassed 
a great fortune. The claim-holders there went under the 
name of ** bosses,** employing great numbers of men at the 
splendid wage of three half-guineas per day, which they 
could well afford, for parties have been known to take out as 
much as five thousand ounces in a single week. It was no 
unusual thing for a boss, in coming into Beechworth after 
the week's work, to shout 100^. for his hands ; but "when 
boss met boss," and the tug of emulation excited them, 9001. 
has been shouted by a single individual, for which the value 
received was very probably within the limits of lOZ. In every 
respect the boss was a munificent fellow. If his overseer, 
after pa3ring the men on Saturday evening, announced the 
surplus of 60Z. or 80Z., he would tell him to keep it as pocket- 
money, altheugb this same functionary received the stipend 
of 25Z. per week for his clerical services ; and this insane spirit 
of extravagance was reciprocated by the employes, as an 
instance of whidi I may state that, when Mr. Cameron (a 
boss) was elected member for the Ovens, in 1855, tiie men 



TAST ITFICUAE MUnSBAIi WEALTH. 847 

subscribed his qualification in an hour, and put shoes of solid 
gold on the horse which he rode in procession from the 
Woolshed to Beechworth to attend the official declaration of 
his return. But this wilful waste was followed by the in- 
evitable consequences; for, in the vernacular of my in- 
formant, several of those '^ Innatics' who shouted their lOCK. 
right off the reel might now shout their •«— *- lungs out and 
not raise a nobbier.'^ 

Seeing the very limited area of the diggings in the Ovens 
gold-field, and regarding at the same time the peculiar aspect 
of that immense district, intersected, as it is, by izmumerable 
rivers, creeks, and streamlets flowing from the great ranges 
of the Australian Alps-— which I regard as the source of all 
the auriferous leads-^it would be impossible even to guess at 
i1» mineral resources. The Buekland river, deep in the moun- 
tain fastnesses, is rapidly rising into importance, and Lake 
Omeo, in another remote location at the base of the alpine 
ranges, is rapidly augmenting its returns. Truly, then, it is 
no more than rationtil to suppose that in the vast inter- 
mediate area many leads, as ridi as erthw the Woolshed or 
the Nine Mile, are in existence, awaiting the advances of the 
prospecting explorer. Tin ore, also, of the finest quality 
abounds in this region, whieh may be described as being 
limited on the north and east by the Murray river, on the 
jBouth by the Australian Alps, and on the west by Broken 
river — an extent of territory affording an inexhaustible &Ai 
for mineral <^>eratioBfl for generations to come. South, 
again, of the AustBRaliaa Alps lies that immense region called 
Gipp Land, washed by the sea along its soutiiem border 
from Cape Liptrap on the western, to Gape Hone on ike 
eastern extremity, very much resembling the Ovens district 
in its physical conformation and other characteristics ; so 
that, were the mineral resourees of Victoria confined to these 
two subdivisions alone, there would be no grounds for the 
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apprehension that they will be overtaken hj the exhaustion 
which croakers are constantly foreboding. In Gipp Land 
several active volcanoes are in existence amongst the many 
mountain ranges with which it is intersected. It also abounds 
in extensive plains of a fertile character, and along the coast 
there is a system of large lakes connected with each other, 
having only one outlet to the sea, which no doubt, at a future 
period, will lead to great inland navigation. It is very thinly 
settled at present, and, from the harbourless character of its 
long line of coast, it will not be a favourable field for agri- 
cultural operations until it is opened up by roads and bridges. 
Port Albert, near its western extremity, is its principal 
harbour, but from that to Mallcoola inlet, near Gape Hone, 
save the Lake inlet, there is no good port or harbour of 
refuge. However, to settlers desirous of founding a per- 
manent home in either agricultural or pastoral pursuits, 
without the idea of making large and sudden acquisitions of 
fortune, Gipp Land is deserving of attention, because the 
land speculators do not lust after territory in that district, 
as the prospects of realising are too remote. 

Beverting to the election, things proceeded in a calm, 
quiet manner, notwithstanding all the vehement speechifica- 
tion at the numerous meetings, until the nomination. On 
that a large assemblage congregated in front of the balcony 
of the Star Hotel, in which the proceedings took place. This 
was the first occasion on which my opponent and I met 
face to face in public ; but we did not meet on equal terms, 
for emissaries from his various committees stationed them- 
selves amongst the crowd, and whenever I came to any 
damaging passage in my speech it was drowned in boisterous 
interruptions, while my friends vouchsafed the Solicitor an 
attentive and impartial hearing. Bemonstrances were in vain, 
and all attempts at compromise proved futile ; for a reverend 
bugleman in the front of the balcony persevered in the in- 
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decency, and, like the leader of a concert, when he waved his 
bludgeon a crash of uproar followed, which was only stiUed 
by another apostolical flourish of his b&ton. The day of 
polling was quiet unto very dulness, and although I had 
fresh horses, and galloped round to many of the polling- 
booths, there was only one incident smacking of electioneer- 
ing fun came under my observation, which was caused By au 
irascible widow, who was given to understand that her late 
husband was personated successfully by an ugly nigger. Her 
rage at the intelligence was exceedingly ludicrous. '' I 
wouldn't mind," she said, '4f a good-looking Christian 
actid the trick, but for a sooty, onnatural vagabone to 
attempt stannin' in poor Tom's shoes ! If I had my daws 
in his woolly pate, maybe I wouldn't make him sing out 
somebody else's name instead." The result of the ballot 
was adverse to me, as I fully expected, all things considered; 
but the wind-up was amicable, for I was prevailed upon to 
dine at a public diimer given in celebration of the event, 
where politics gave place to genuine conviviality, and I 
amused the company by likening my position to one in 
which I was somewhat similarly placed in an affair of honour 
some years before at Chester, when the hostile parties, with 
their friends, took up their quarters on opposite sides of a 
street, but when the duel took place on the Bhodee, and 

D — u — ji B ^wn, M.P., fell wounded through the thigh, 

there was an immediate fraternisation ; the principals, seconds, 
and followers amalgamated into one most affectionate party, 
adjourned to the same hotel, and made a merry week of it, 
to the great amazement of the staid folk of the ancient city, 
who were unable to appreciate the abrupt Milesian transi- 
tions from bloody battle to jovial good-fellowship. 
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CHAFFEE XXI. 

Sir Henry Barkly's Style of raling — Bia Acceadbaity — His oratorical 
Powers — ^His Positioa contrasted with ti«t ot Sir Charles Hotham-^ 
Progresa of Legislation and Refoim in Vietofia'^The S(ew Govemmeiii 
and the Land Bill — Perilous Position of the House of Lords — Inaugura- 
tion of Bailways — ^The Rival Ocean Kontes— Kec^ssity for Water Hus- 
handzy^Preladioetf of Diggsii en tho WaOA^The Hectrk Tdegr^h in 
Australia — ^Effect of the Gold Discoveries in British Columbia on Aus- 
tralia^The Future of Kew Holland! 

Sib HiOTBT Bjjullt repiGsaats our constitatkmAl Bore^ 
reign to perfBctton. Beyond the recitation of the msobI 
speeches at the opening anil dofiing of the session-^^th the 
compomti<»i cf which he has penrhapa as little to do as hia 
royal mistresEH— and the appending of royal assents, he never 
obtrodes himaelf on the Legidatore* .^nd attfaough he^ wmj 
at times have intimated hia opinions on State affairs to his 
MxEKtstrtes^ he never att^apta dragooning them into his 
views^ but wisely leaves tbdr measures and th^ administra-^ 
tive merits to* be dealt with by the Parliament, Never- 
theless, he fa«s made it one d his eematant studies to be 
personally familiar wilh the entire organisartioa ci each 
public department, aatid no doubt the eonrrietioii that his 
allHMMJaig eye can detest at a gknee any malpractice or mal- 
versation, tends materially to the smoothness and efficient 
which is latterly remarkable in every branch of the public 
service. 

He is always ready to assist at public ceremonies, and the 
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speeches which he delivers on those occasions are master- 
pieces in their way, fraught with far-seeing wisdom, broad, 
comprebensiYe^ but practical in their doctrines, and dothed 
in & pure, iisstadied eloquence, which prorea that oppor- 
tunity ia only wanting to reveal the effective orator. As a 
matter of course he soon became popular^ and the sympathy 
for his domestic bereavements* added a great degree of 
tendenaess to the respect in which he is held. But with all 
hia popular attributes, I am not prepared to assert thaby had 
he arrived under the same circumstances as Sir Charles 
Hotham, he would have been equally fortunate in propi*- 
tiating public esteem. Poor Sir Charles, by the sheer force 
of circumstances^ was constrained to play the autocrat^ fer 
being solely respontable under the old r6gime^ he selected 
his Minist^nSy hia ofiSdalSy and his Padianientary nominees. 
He initiated measures for legislative sanction, decreed taxa- 
tion, and in emergencies arbitrarily proclaimjed extemporised 
laws ; and while his meritorious acts were unostentatiously 
noted in the calendar of current events, every questionable 
proceeding was seized upon as a thesis for vehement remoa> 
stranee and abuse. All the sunshine was ignored when a 
film of doud obscured the political horizon, and Sir Charles 
had to bear t^^ brunt of public impatience and dissatkfac- 
tion. !Far different is the position of Sir Henry. His Mi* 
niatetr^ created by Parliamfintajy majoritiei,, concoct me*- 
sures, regulate finance, and supervise the executives under 
the watchful control of the representatives of the people. 
And when, in punishment for error or incapacity, they are 
driven from office, the viceroy is in no wise rendered ame** 
nable for their faults or derelictions. He has already experi- 
enced four changes of Ministry — one under very exciting 
circumstance^*— yet hia name has never been once mentioned 

* Lady Barkly and her daughter were carried off to premature grayes 
witian a tirelvemonth of their arrival in the coloDy. 
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in terms of exacerbation during these several throes of 
Cabinet parturition. 

Since my last reference to politics (say June, 1857) two very 
important measures of reform have been superadded to theVic- 
torian statute-book — manhood suffinge, and an enlargement 
of the representation, — ^measures which, coupled with the 
abolition of property qualification and vote by ballot, place 
Victoria in the front rank of those countries boasting free 
and enlightened institutions. I have also to record another 
change of Ministry, Mr. O'Shaunassy being the new pre- 
mier, with two of his old colleagues, Messrs. Dufiy and 
Ghapman, and four new men, Messrs. Miller, Evans, Harker, 
and Ireland — all of them valuable acquisitions, but the two 
former of especial mark amongst the public men of the 
colony. The land question is still in abeyance, as Mr. 
O'Shaunassy, for the sake of consistency, has postponed 
it until a Parliament is elected under the enlarged represen- 
tation, though in 1853 he was one of the most potent 
clamourers for unlocking the lands, and avowed, when pre- 
viously in office, that he had a Land Bill ready ; which did 
not restrain him, however, from opposing that of his succes- 
sors, on the grounds that so important a measure should not 
be summarily dealt with in an unreformed Parliament. The 
last bill of the Haines Ministry passed by the Lower, was 
rejected by the Upper House ; and as the elements of that 
coterie remain unchanged, I am unable to imagine how it 
will be prevailed upon to gulp down the ultra-radical mea- 
sure which I have no doubt is in store for it, the more 
particularly as it is not dissoluble, nor has the viceroy any 
power of coercing it into propriety by a threat of swamping 
it with ignoble blood. If it is obstinate, the apprehended 
dead-lock will ensue, which, to my thinking, may eventuate 
in another uprooting of the exotic antipodean peerage. 

Two important steps have been taken in promoting in- 
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ternal intercommunicatiou by the commencement of active 
operations (June, 1858) on the two grand trunk lines of 
railway, connecting the capital with the great northern and 
western gold-fields. These lines are contracted for under 
stringent terms for completion in 1861, so that the contrac- 
tors will be necessitated to commence simultaneously at dif- 
ferent points, whereby vast fields of employment will be 
opened up, capable not only of absorbing all the spare labour 
in the colony, but all that can find its way there from this 
country. The amount to be expended in three years on 
these two lines is somewhere about six millions, and striking 
a mean between the wages rates advertised by the British 
agents of the contractors — 14iS. per day for masons, carpen- 
ters, &c., and 8s. a day for unskilled labourers — ^it gives lis. 
for each person employed, at which rate it would suffice to 
pay 600,000 workmen— nearly as much, and one-third over, 
as the entire population of the colony. And I can assure all 
those who can find means to emigrate to Victoria, as trades- 
men or navvies, that they can board and lodge in any part 
of the colony, in a most comfortable and bountiful maimer^ 
at 11. per week, which would leave a weekly surplus to the 
tradesman of dl. 4s., and to the navvy of 11. 4s., for inci- 
dental expenses, out of which, with moderate frugality, they 
might save and fund more than they could possibly earn in 
the aggregate in this country. 

In connexion with Victorian railways, it is an unparal- 
leled fact, and one that must challenge the admiration and 
astonishment of the world, to see a stripling colony com- 
mencing so ambitious a system of iron roads on her own 
pecuniary resources, without any aid from European capital- 
ists, while her elder sisters, and even grey-headed nations, 
most generally require the sanction of the London Stock 
Exchange before they can attempt great projects of internal 
improvement. This in itself proves the extent and stability 
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of her I ' flmiu roo B , ti» 4;hopougk uundaMB o£ iisr fingnrial 
pontion, m weU^w themieand 8BJSaMinasi»r in iriddiliar 
government hm beenadminiBteBed. 9B» nvhafenDDOimiitxnk^ 
tett|Mbted to be ^expended in the two teask linei ii m&iii 
two yettTB' levwue at &e pzeHOt jitnidud; Imtit slioold be 
bosne in mind tfaatthiB«t»Qdard4iiigbt belai^gelf aagmeDted, 
«nd:a connderaUe poortion of tbe increned inDone applied 
to tibe liquidation of ihe 4»ilwi^ itjahilitiea^ wbicb flenum* 
sttates triumphantly the somd basis ^f the. scheme, ^affixrding 
at the .same time a guasantae to^the BriidBii capitalists for in* 
vestment, should any of the debentarea came ait aecond-hand 
vfGa the home mnket. 

But while the lines ^f internal iai^ and cnfmmunictttioji 
have been decided on, the lertemaL ones have again ibeceme 
an open question by the complete bieak«^owiL.«of tthe JEhno- 
pean and Australian Mail Company, andithe xivaliroiltes by 
Suez and Panama are now under active discossian by their 
several adherents. So fior as I have been able to form a 
judgment on the respective merits of the competition, I am 
decidedly in Ayonr of Panama. The excessive .izMgularities 
of the previous attempts at ovechnd ciommuxiicatian wob Hr- 
leotly tmceable to the difficulties insepacable from the mnd- 
^ gation of the tempestuous Indian Ocean, far statistics (dis- 
tinctly show that 'while the ;seomoe betwaen fiouthampton 
and Alexandria has been almost inyariably punctual, the dj»- 
layis, in nineteen cases out of twenty, occuixed^at the other 
isnd of tthe line. These irregularities, in the long jnin,pmred 
so inevitable, ^and 'were attended with such manifold diacom- 
forts and dangers, that passengers very naturally ceaaed to 
patronise the route ; and while, to my knowledge, clipper 
idnps, both leaving and aixivii^g iu Hobson's Bay, were 
ioram-full of cuddy passengers, the Suez ateamers wero 
aparsely occupied, and, for the most part, by martyrs to their 
own etcriosity, who compotrnded for aU risks and annoyanceB 
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in eomddeiatkni of geiting a glance at St. George's Soimd^ 
a peep at Point de Galle, a trip across that eountryr where? 
^maecimmfaitien of centuries were sure to be hxddngdoimii 
vpon them/^ and » good gaasi at that ishmd fortress in th& 
Meditensnean, the' last feating>^laee of olden ehirahy. 

Ufa wonder, then^ that the Suez lines, as meroantil^ specn- 
ktioiia, failed to pay expenses, even with the aid of a sob* 
ridy ; and ML they will eTennore, tmless John Bull and his 
aspiring daughters at the antipodes vouchsafe such a leria^ 
than grant-iflHiid as will indemnify a company irrespectiTe 
of any adventitious income deriralde irom passenger traffic, 
which must be the main' staple of support for any everiand 
line. Passenger traffic vid Suez wiU never rise: beyond a 
slender and precarious stream, flowing from the sources at 
either extremity. Excepting tiace ibrench, the races along the 
shores of the Mediterranean are a sta3r-at-home people, who 
prefer vegetating in their own nxsny cKmes to toiling in the 
mnddy holes and gaUieB of a gold-fidd!, be it ever so attrac* 
tive. The eom*groiring descendants of the Ftolemys am 
not given to» roam fiom. their own unctaous^ vaUey. The 
nomad Bedodnson the borderaof the Bed Sea are not to be 
seduced from their vagrant pastond life by tiie auri aaera 
famM\ and past ezperience proves that; neither the lethargic 
Cingalese' aov the dawdling IndiBD is likely ta swell tiie 
tide of emigrstion ta Awdandia. 

ITar diffnent in every respect are the prospects by the 
Panama^route, which Hea through au'oeean named from its 
proverbial pkciifily, interseefciag* a highnray iaoritably des- 
tined fo be the'pTC^eodneiit commeicial thoroughfare' of the 
globe, tiie focna of mercantilie enterprise^ the tvygting-phue 
where the go-ahead children of pvogreas will meet, c<»ifer, 
and diverge over the broad expanse of tiie Pacific, so fruitfiiih-* 
nogrth> south, east, md weeW^n old comsitries oiroiiibounding 
in resoorces, and new knds of smiliag promise. By thia 
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route Australia would allure a portion of those erratic but 
important classes, the American and Canadian rambling 
frontier men, as well as the Califomian diggers, who are con- 
stantly crossing and recrossing the isthmus in search of 
novelty and adventure, and whose temporary sojourn would 
be fraught with advantage to a new country, experienced as 
they are in useful make-shifts of rude life. Mexico, and the 
Central American states, too, would contribute largely to the 
living stream, and the South American republics, teeming 
with legions of hereditary miners and lapidists, would also 
fomish their quota to the crowd. But over and above all 
these considerations, the late important discoveries in Bri- 
tish Columbia, the unlocking of the huge Chinese Empire, 
and the proximate certainty of a free trade with Japan, 
must exercise a preponderating influence in the decision to 
be arrived at. With a line of steamers to Panama the Austra- 
lian colonies would be brought into intimate connexion with 
the whole Pacific seaboard, from Valparaiso to Vancouver on 
the one side, and from the Amoor through the Japan isles to 
Canton and the numerous China ports on the other ; and 
should an Indian linlr be deemed indispensable, a short line 
from Sydney to Singapore through Torres Straits, connecting 
with the Peninsular and Oriental, would be quite within the 
scope of colonial enterprise, and suffice for all the necessities 
of trade and intercourse. I submit, therefore, that under 
this view of the case, the verdict of disinterested public 
opinion would be unanimous in favour of the Panama route, 
which, in conjunction with the Boyal Mail Steam line on the 
Atlantic side, would bring the mother country and her an- 
tipodean progeny into as speedy communication as it would 
be possible under the most favourable circumstances to ac- 
complish by the other line. 

The next great work which demands attention in Victoria 
is a comprehensive system of water-husbandry aQ over the 
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colony, which is indispensable for the fall development of 
her agricultural and mining resources. The winter season 
furnishes an overabounding supply of the useful element, and 
the peculiar physical configuration of the country affords 
natural basins throughout its length and breadth, where, 
with trifling artificial contrivances, at an outlay insignificant 
as compared with the acquired advantages, large lakes might 
be gathered and husbanded, sufficient for all the purposes of 
irrigation and gold-washing. I know of no project that 
would be hailed with such a welcome by the people, nor one 
that would so largely and so certainly repay for the invest- 
ment of capital ; and the necessity becomes all the more 
urgent, from the spirit of associated enterprise which has 
lately sprung up in all the mining districts of Victoria, in 
full confirmation of my numerous prognostics, '^ that the soil 
was not half washed nor half the gold extracted," and '* that 
the day would come when large companies, with improved 
machinery, would take fortunes from those rejected heaps 
which were regarded as mere rubbish." 

The latest accounts from Victoria show that the commu- 
nistic doctrines of idle agitators have not taken root in the 
soil, and that capital and machinery are no longer regarded 
as destroying angels. It appears that the several mining 
boards have come to the determination of leasing what were 
erroneously called worked-out fields, in large areas, to com- 
panies possessed of sufficient means and adequate appliances 
for putting all the soil through a proper mechanical and 
scientific process; and it also appears that this wise and 
liberal policy is fully appreciated, for joint-stock parties and 
partnerships are becoming so extensively ramified, that the 
Solicitor-General saw the necessity of protecting this new im- 
petus by a special act for regulating those new-bom asso- 
ciations. But as sluicing on scientific principles is the only 
mode by which their wholesale operations can be carried on, 
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theiB sucoeBB will at best be but partial, unless they turn 
their attentioB, in the first instance, to securmg^ & boundless 
and inexhaustible supply of water. Water is the great and 
cheap motive power— the oolj cleansing element — A» seke- 
agent, as jet discovered, tar ccMMummiitiTig the aOrimportaiit 
proeesa of amalgamation, without which nO' operatun m. 
goiltft-waehing ean be eonsidared final and ODndusira ; and in. 
thesft fewi asul faff'-betwem diadriets, where: the hnrittnding 
of tfae-wmter rains might be either impoeaiblei or too ex- 
p«QfiiTe, I h«re no doubt but that it. could be obtainefd by 
sinking iLrtesku. wells* There haxre been several experi- 
ments of the- kind tried at the instance' of the Gkivemmeot, 
and water has heea always found, even in unlikely locadxties, 
at very inconsiderable depths; so that^ to my thinking, 
where damming would be attended with any exdfbrtant 
outlay, recourse should be had in preiierenee to Artesian 
sinkings. 

By the avriyal of the last Australian mail (September, 
1858), it appears that Tasmania is now connected by the 
great medbLanical artery— the electric wire — with Yictoiia. 
South Australia has. been for some time in rajo3rment of 
thi&> marvelloua means of communication. A line is also in 
active progress to !^ew South Wales, and no doubt, as 
settlement and eoloniaation spread, it will girdlo the whole- 
continent of STew Holland, through Moreton Bay, round by 
the Gulf of Garpenteria to Port Esaington, and thence down 
to Swaut Tvnst and King George's Sound to South Australis. 
And already the project of connecting Sydney, Melboursie, 
and Adelaide with a kindred link of railways is in contem- 
plation. Melbourne is sending out shoots in both directiiOBe. 
The grand trunk line to Sandhurst, and thence to tiie 
Murray, will touch on the boundary of IITew South Wales^ 
while the maiA line out of Sydney stretches in the direction 
of the contemplated Victorian terminus. On the other hand. 
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the tnmk line to Ballarat will cerfcsinly be 'extended to ihe 
goeat gold-£eld of Ararat and i^e illimitable murifeirviiB 
diatnct adjoinixig, which borders and abate joh the South 
AniBtwitian iteoxitcny^ and notwithstanding the vdviaxfcages 
of ithe great water highway of the river Mniray, I am 
satisfied that enterpansing citizens of Adelaide will only rest 
content with^euohTZ^fc and speedy me^ of oonunLc^ 
tionAfi A raihDad .alone can snpply. Thus, then, there will 
be an unbroken line of iron road from Sydney to Adelaide, 
extending over twelve hundred miles, and intersecting some 
of the finest country in the world. When this consumma- 
tion is arrived at, I opine that Sydney will be the port of 
arrival and departure for the European and American mails ; 
and the certainty that these lines of railway will be carried 
out within a few years should have its weight in determining 
the choice of the Panama in preference to the Suez route. I 
know that these opinions will be regarded as rank heresy by 
my Melbourne friends, but the influences of economy and 
expedition are not to be overborne by the empty aspirings 
for precedency so inherent in Victorian bosoms. 

I have not the slightest doubt but that the discoveries in 
British Columbia wiU ofier a temporary check to Australian 
development, because the climate aud soil of the new colony 
are more in character with that prevalent in the British and 
European area, from whence the stream of emigration was 
wont to flow towards the antipodes, and because the pursuit 
of gold-getting there is so much simpler, speedier, and 
cheaper. In Victoria the digger has to penetrate through 
the obdurate bowels of the soil to depths varying from thirty 
to three hundred feet, and perhaps, after a vast expenditure 
of time, toil, and money, he may come upon a barren bottom, 
whereas in British Columbia he has only to stand on the bar 
of a river, or throw back the mere alluvial deposit along its 
banks, in ord^ toeome at his rich reword. However, not- 
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withstanding aU the competition that haa arisen, or may 
spring up in time to come, it requires no preternatural 
powers of divination to prefigure the glorious future that is 
in store for the descendants of these scattered families, who 
are gradually encircling the rim of the great continent of 
New Holland, and who, linked together by the ties of 
federal union, will one day or other take rank as a con- 
federated power with the greatest empires in the universe. 
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